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INTEODDCTIOH. 


The  best  introduction  to  this  vohime  that  can  be 
written,  is  to  state  that  the  subject  of  it  is  but  forty- 
one  years  of  age  ;  has  participated  in  two  great  wars ; 
has  captured  during  the  present  struggle  five  hundred 
guns,  one  hundred  thousand  prisoners,  and  a  quarter 
of  a  niilhon  of  small  arms  ;  has  redeemed  from  rebel 
rule  over  fifty  thousand  square  miles  of  territory ;  has 
reopened  to  the  commerce  of  the  world  the  mightiest 
highway  on  the  globe ;  has  stubbornly  pursued  his 
settled  path  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  and  has  never  been 
beaten.  All  this  has  been  realized  not  with  any  de- 
sire to  gain  glory  for  himself,  but  for  the  sole  and  pa- 
triotic purpose  of  securing  the  restoration  of  the  Union. 
Modestly  and  quietly  he  moved  along,  almost  unknown 
until  the  capture  of  I'ort  Donelson,  and  even  now  but 
few  are  fully  acquainted  with  all  that  he.  has  accom- 
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plished  for  the  honor  of  his  country.  If  a  work  should 
be  -written  at  all  of  any  man,  while  living,' no  apology 
is  needed  for  the  present  book.  The  author  has  had 
special  opportunities  of  watching  the  career  of  General 
Grant  rluring  the  whole  war,  and  is  thus  enabled  to 
give  something  of  the  history  of  one  of  the  most  buc- 
eessful  military  men  of  modern  times. 

J.  K.  L. 

Maret,  1S64. 
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CHAPTEK  I. 

grant's  early   DATS. 

No  military  man  of  modern  times  has  acoompliBlied  as 
much,  with  so  little  noise,  as  he  of  whom  this  narrativ  e  is 
written.  FromMsearliesthistoiy  down  to  the  present  time, 
his  works  and  not  his  words  have  always  spoken  for  him. 
Whenever  he  intended  to  do  any  thing  of  importance  he 
would  ask  for,  and  listen  to,  the  counsels  of  others,  jind,  if 
good,  adopt  their  plaas,  giving  them  the  credit,  if  successful, 
and  taking  the  blame  upon  himself  if  failure  should  ensue. 
He  waa  never  guilty  of  petty  oppressions — such  as  many  in 
office  practise,  to  show  they  possess  a  power,  which,  in  point 
of  fact,  they  never  know  how  to  wield — nor  did  he  ever  find 
it  necessary  or  politic  to  push  himself  into  notoriety.  And 
yet  there  is  no  one  living  who  possesses  more  fame  and 
celebrity. 

LieutrGeneral  Ulysses  S.  Grant,*  of  the  United  States 

*  The  second  initial  of  Gener.i!  Grant's  nams  has  thus  been  acooimEsd 
for  on  the  authority  of  General  'WiUiani  T.  Sherman,  who  is  a  ivarm 
admirer  of  tliat  officer.  He  is  reported  to  have  stated  that  General 
Grant's  baptismal  name  was  Hiram  Ulyssea,  and  he  bore  that  appella- 
tion until  he  was  appointed  a  cadet  at  TTest  Point.     General  Hamer,  who 
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regular  anny,  the  victorious  commander  of  the  principal 
portion  of  the  Union  forces  in  the  West,  and  hero  of  Fort 
Donelson,  Shiloh,  Viokshurg,  and  Chattanooga,  was  bom 
at  Mount  Pleasant,  better  known  as  Point  Pleasant,*  Cler- 
mont county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  27th  day  of 
April,  1822.  Point  Pleasant  is  a  post  village  of  the  county, 
and  is  situated  on  the  Ohio  River,  about  twenty-five  miles 
above  CineinnatL  Clermont  county  is  in  the  southwestera 
part  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  has  an  area  of  four  hundred 
and  sixty-two  square  miles,  or  295,680  acres.  The  Ohio 
River  forms  the  county  boundary  on  the  southwest,  and  the 
Little  Miami  River  runs  along  its  western  lines.  The  land 
of  the  county  is  well  drained  by  the  east  fork  of  the  Little 
Miami  River,  into  which  the  creeks  mostly  run.  The  sur- 
face of  the  country  is  of  a  rolling  character,  and  is  quite 
hilly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ohio  River.  The  soil  generally 
is  of  a  rich  nature,  and  the  surface  rock  is  formed  of  the 

nominated  h<"\  for  the  cadetship,  by  some  means  got  I'ls  name  mixed 
lip  with  that  of  his  brother.  He  was,  therefore,  appointed  as  "  Ulysses 
Sydney  Grant,"  and  lliat  name,  once  so  recorded  on  the  booka  of  the 
Military  Academy,  could  not  be  chansed.  He  was  baptized  into  tlie  mili- 
tary school  as  U,  S.  Grant,  and  he  liaa  ever  siilsB  been  tfiua  designated. 
*  This  fact  has  been  disputed  by  several  of  the  newspapers  of  Scot- 
land, Great  Britain.  One  journal,  the  Montrose  StmidaTd,  asserts  tliat 
General  Grant  is  a  native  of  Kirriemuir,  in  tliat  county;  that  his  father 
had  onoB  been  grieve  on  Emordine,  then  farmer  of  Ballhidi,  and  latterly 
a  manufacturer  in  Kirriemuir.  It  further  states  that  young  Grants 
having  a  military  spirit,  disdained  the  humble  life  of  his  father,  and 
entered  the  British  army  as  a  private  in  the  Life  Guards.  But  finding 
the  road  to  fame  could  not  be  travelled  with  ease  on  the  horse  of  one 
belonging  to  the  ranlis,  he  deserted,  and  left  for  parts  unlinown,  which, 
as  the  Slandtird  asserts,  has  turned  out  to  be  Americat  The  reader  will 
SJo  the  fallacy  of  this  assertion  as  he  pursues  the  course  of  our  narra- 
tive ;  it  being  only  necessary  to  state  in  this  note  that  no  private  is 
admitted  into  the  raaks  of  the  British  Life  Guards  that  ia  under  six  feet  in 
height,  or  lc?3  than  eightosn  years  of  apu. 
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blue  limestone.  A  rMlroad  now  passes  along  its  noithern 
border,  some  distance  from  Grant's  birthplace ;  but  at  the 
time  when  that  general  entered  upon  his  career,  the  iron 
tramway  was  entirely  unknown  in  that  region  of  coantry. 
During  tbe  year  1823,  his  parents,  who  were  Scotch 
settlers,  found  it  necessary  to  change  their  residence,  and 
removed  to  Georgetown,  a  post  village  of  Pleasant  town- 
Bhip,  and  capital  of  Brown  coonty,  Ohio.  This  village  ia 
situated  in  the  midst  of  a  rich  farming  district,  and  is 
located  at  about  seven  miles  from  the  Ohio  Kiver.  Here 
young  Grant  spent  his  early  days,  and  obtained  the  rudi- 
naents  of  his  education  at  the  ordinary  village  school. 
While  at  school  the  embryo  conqueror  did  not  betray 
any  remarkable  talent  for  learning— that  is,  he  was  not  con- 
sidered a  "briliiant  lad."  He  was  slow  in  acquiring 
knowledge ;  but  such  w-as  his  determination,  that  he  would 
never  give  np  his  task  until  he  had  mastered  it,  ajid,  when 
once  impressed  upon  his  mind,  he  seemed  never  to  forget 
what  he  had  learned.  On  one  occasion  he  had  a  difficult 
piece  of  work  placed  before  him  by  his  teacher,  and  it 
seemed  to  puzzle  poor  Grant's  brains  more  than  any  of  his 
preceding  studies. 

"  You  can't  master  that  task,"  remarked  one  of  his  school- 
fellows. 

"  Can't  ?"  returned  Grant,  "  what  does  that  mean  ?" 
"  Well,  it  means  that — that  you  can't,  there." 
Grant  took  up  the  old  dictionary  that  was  in  constant 
use  in  the  school,  and  searched  through  it ;  hut  could  not 
find  the  word.  It  seemed  to  puzzle  him,  as  to  its  definition, 
far  more  than  his  task  had  done.  At  last  he  determined 
to  go  to  his  teacher,  to  whom  he  made  the  following 
remarks : 

"  What  is  the  moaning  of  can't  ?     The  word  is  not  in 
the  dictionary." 
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The  teacher  explained  its  origin,  and  how  it  came  to  be 
corrupted  by  abbreviation ;  and  then,  wishing  to  improve 
the  opportunity  to  impress  it  on  the  young  scholar's  mind, 
be  called  all  his  school  around  him,  and  told  hia  pupils 
the  anecdote.  He  then  wound  up  by  saying :  "  If,  in  the 
strugglea  through  life,  any  person  should  assert  that  '  you 
can't'  do  any  thing  that  you  had  set  your  mind  upon 
accomplishing,  let  your  reply  he,  if  the  work  be  a  good 
and  lawful  one, '  The  word  cari't  is  not  in  the  dictionary.' " 

Grant  conquered  his  studies,  and  never  forgot  the  inci- 
dent. In  after  years  be  often  replied  to  those  who  would 
assert  that  he  would  fail  in  accomplishing  his  object,  that 
"  the  word  can't  is  not  in  the  dictionary,"  and  pertinaciously 
would  he  pursue  that  object  until  he  had  brought  it  down. 

While  Grant  was  at  school,  his  companions  used  to  tell 
a  story  about  a  horse  trade  that  he  was  once  engaged  in. 
It  appears  that  when  he  w^aa  about  twelve  years  of  age, 
his  father  sent  him  to  purchase  a  horse  of  a  farmer,  named 
Ralston,  who  resided  some  short  distance  in  the  country. 
The  elder  Grant  wanted  the  horse,  but  atiil  desired  to  get 
it  as  cheaply  as  possible.  Before  starting,  the  old  gentle- 
man impressed  upon  young  Grant's  mind  that  fact  in  these 
words : 

"Ulysses,  when  you  see  Mr,  Ralston,  tell  him  I  have 
sent  you  to  buy  his  horse,  and  offer  him  fifty  dollars  for  it. 
If  he  win  not  take  that,  offer  him  fifty-five  dollars,  and 
rather  than  yon  should  come  away  without  the  horse,  you 
had  better  give  him  sixty  dollars." 

Off  started  the  boy,  and  in  due  course  of  time  arrived  at 
Ralston's  farm-house.  He  had  carefully  studied  over  in 
his  mind  his  father's  instructions,  and  of  com-se  intended 
to  do  as  his  parent  had  told  him.  Mr.  Ralston,  however, 
throw  him  off  his  balance,  by  putting  the  following  direct, 
but  nata-ul  quostion  to  hira  : 
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"  IIow  much  did  your  father  t«ll  you  to  give  for  Him  ?" 

Young  Ulysses  had  always  had  it  impressed  upon  his 
mind  by  his  mother,  that  the  truth  must  be  spoken  at  all 
times,  and  therefore  he  repKed  : 

"  Why,  father  told  me  to  offer  you  fifty  dollars  at  first ; 
and  if  that  would  not  do,  to  give  you  fifty-fiye  dollars ;  and 
rather  than  come  away  without  the  horse  I  was  to  pay 
sixty  dollars."  , 

Of  course,  Ralston  could  not  sell  the  horse  for  less  than 
sixty  dollars. 

"  I  am  sorry  for  that,"  returned  Grant,  "  for,  on  looking 
at  the  horse,  I  have  determined  not  to  give  more  than 
fifty  dollars  for  it,  although  father  said  I  might  give  sixty. 
Ton  may  take  fifty  if  you  like,  or  you  may  keep  the 
horse." 

Ulysses  rode  the  horse  home. 

Young  Grant  had  been  brought  up  to  revere  and  esteem 
the  character  of  Washington  as  the  redeemer  of  his  country, 
and  so  great  an  impression  did  the  teachings  of  his  friends 
have  upon  him,  that,  even  as  a  boy,  he  would  never  allow 
that  name  or  memory  to  be  insulted  in  his  presence. 

It  so  happened  that  the  brother  of  General  Grant's  fkther 
had  settled  in  Canada,  and  was  impressed  with  that  strong 
British  antipathy  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
so  characteristic  of  the  people  of  that  province.  Notwith- 
standing this  fact,  the  Canadian  Grant  did  not  object  to 
send  his  son  John  to  the  same  school  where  young  Ulysses 
was  studying,  so  that  he  might  be  able  to  gain  a  better 
education  than  he  could  at  that  time  obtain  in  Canada. 

John  had  been  brought  up  with  the  same  feelings  as  his 
parents,  and  it  was  very  natural  for  him  occasionally  to 
loosen  his  tongue  in  a  disparaging  manner  upon  American 
afiaifs,  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  the  "  old  country." 
While  it  was  confined  to  remarks  about  Great  Britain,  young 
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Grant  would  listen,  and  argue  all  in  good  part ;  bat,  on  one 
occasion  the  followbg  conversation  ensued,  after  one  of 
their  debates  on  the  merits  of  the  two  styles  of  government, 
the  love  of  country,  and  duty  to  rulers. 

"  Ulysses,"  said  John,  "  you  talk  a  great  deal  about 
Washington.  He  was  nothing  better  than  a,  rebel.  He 
fought  against  his  king." 

"  Now,  look  here,  Jack,"  returned  Grant,  quickly,  "  yon 
mast  stop  that,  or  I  will  give  you  a  thrashing.  Mother 
Bays  I  must  not  fight,  but  must  forgiTO  my  enemies.  You 
may  abuse  me  as  much  as  you  please ;  but  if  you  abuse 
Washington,  PU  off  coat  and  let  into  you,  if  you  were  ten 
times  my  cousin,  and  then  mother  may  afterwards  whip 
me  as  much  as  she  likes." 

Jack  was  determined  not  to  give  way  in  his  assertion, 
and  Grant  was  as  firm  in  his  defence  of  his  country's  idol, 
mitll,  at  last,  from  words,  they  came  to  hard  blows. 

During  the  contest,  Jack  got  the  worst  of  it,  but  still 
Grant  did  not  escape  scot  free^his  face  betraying  evi- 
dences of  the  struggle — and  when  he  reached  his  home 
his  motber  cried  out : 

"  So,  yoimg  man,  you  have  been  fighting,  notwithstandiag 
all  I  have  said  to  you  about  it!" 

TJlysses  explained  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  in  a  straightforward  manner,  without  either  addition 
or  detraction.  The  good  and  worthy  matron,  with  the 
determination  that  her  son  should  respect  her  admonitions, 
began  making  preparations  to  give  young  Ulysses  the 
promised  castigation,  when  her  husband  interfered  to 
prevent  the  boy  being  flogged : 

"  I  tell  thee  what  it  is,  wife,"  said  the  old  gentleman, 
"  the  boy  does  not  deserve  to  be  punished.  He  has  only 
stood  up  for  his  country,  and  he,  that,  as  a  boy,  will  stand 
up  and  figbt  in  defence  of  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the 
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name  ofWashington,  will  rise,  if  God  spares  his  life,  to  be 
a  man  and  a  Christian  too."  * 

•  Many  years  after  thia  little  conire-temps  the  cousins  met  in  Canada, 
and  suddenly  Jack,  then  a  Snc-lookin;^  man,  broke  out  with : 

"  I  say,  U.  S.,  do  you  remember  the  trasliiug  you  gave  ma  at  school  for 
calling  Waahington  a  rebel?" 

"Tea/'replied  Grant,  laughing,  "and  I  willdoit  again  under  the  same 
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AT  WEST  POINT. 


The  ordinary  education  of  common  schools  may  fit  out 
youth  for  the  general  routine  duties  of  life ;  tnt  higher 
institutions  are  necessary  to  complete  the  studies  of  those 
who  intend  to  employ  themselves  in  after-life  in  the  pursuits 
of  war,  science,  art,  or  literature.  Young  Grant,  having 
betrayed  evidences  of  his  desire  to  become  a  soldier, 
obtained  an  admission  into  the  United  States  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  through  the  influence  of  the  late 
Gtcneral  Thomas  L,  Hamer,  then  a  member  of  Congress, 
from  his  native  State  of  Ohio.  He  entered  the  institution 
as  a  cadet,  daring  the  year  1839,  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years,  and  steadily  progressed  in  his  studies,  especially  in 
the  science  of  mathematics.  His  progress  was  of  the  slow 
and  am-e  tind,  holding  firmly  on  to  all  he  acquired,  but  having 
nothing  of  that  dashing  brilliancy  which  is  thought  so  much 
of  by  colle^atea.  He  did  not,  hhe  many,  only  study  to 
pass  the  examiner,  and  then  forget  what  he  had  learned. 
Even  if  his  seat  was  below  those  of  some  others  in  his 
classes,  at  the  end  of  each  year  it  would  be  found  that  his 
education  was  of  a  far  more  solid  and  substantia!  nature 
than  that  of  several  of  his  class-mates  who  stood  higher  in 
grades. 

When  the  young  cadet  entered  the  West  Point  Institu- 
tion, he  had  to  snbmit  to  a  thorough  physical  and  mental 
examination, to  see  whether  he  was  fit  to  enter  upon  the  life 
of  a  soldier,  and  was  possessed  of  the  proper  mental  talents. 
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to  make  him  competent  to  be  trained  as  an  oiBeer,  He 
passed  the  examination  successfiiily  and  was  admitted  into 
the  fourth  class,  where  his  stndies  consisted  of  mathematics, 
English  grammar,  including  etymological  and  rhetorical 
exercises,  composition,  declamation,  geography  of  the 
United  States,  French,  and  the  use  of  small  arms.  In  the 
camp,  for  the  cadets  have  to  live  part  of  the  summer 
months  in  tents  as  if  on  the  field,  he  ranked  as  a  private  of 
the  hattalion,  and  had  to  suhmit  to  all  the  inconveniences 
that  privates  in  camp  have  to  suffer. 

Dm-ing  the  year  1840  he  was  advanced  into  the  third 
cla.s3  of  the  "West  Point  Academy.  Here  he  ranked  as 
corporal  in  the  cadet  battalion,  and  his  studies  consisted  of 
higher  mathematics,  French,  drawing,  and  the  duties  of  a 
cavalry  soldier.  In  this  last  study  he  received  practical 
instruction  for  sixteen  weeks,  so  as  to  make  him  a  good 
horseman.  He  progressed  steadily,  but  not  rapidly.  He 
however  did  not  fall  back  from  any  advance  he  had  made, 
and  if  he  only  gained  one  seat  at  a  time,  he  held  on  to 
that,  with  the  intention  of  never  again  going  below  the 
cadet  sitting  nest  lower  in  his  class. 

Cadet  Grant,  during  1841,  entered  the  second  class  of 
the  U.  S.  Military  School  at  West  Point,  obtaining  with  this 
change  the  rank  of  a  sergeant  of  cadets.  His  studies  now 
were  somewhat  more  laborious ;  but  still  Grant  persevered, 
and  gradually  mastered  them.  From  September,  1841,  to 
June,  1842,  he  was  engaged  in  the  study  of  natural  and 
experimental  philosophy,  chemistry,  and  drawing,  and 
in  receiving  pracljcal  instruction  in  horsemanship.  During 
the  summer  months  he  was  again  encamped,  and  was  well 
drilled,  in  both  infantry  and  artillery  tactics.  He  passed 
out  of  this  class  with  credit. 

During  the  year  1842,  the  young  soldier  passed  into  the 
first  and  concluding  class  of  instruction  of  the  Military 
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Academy.  In  this  claas  he  ranted  as  a  commissioned  offi- 
cer of  cadets,  and  was  first  put  into  the  position  where  he 
could  learn  how  to  command  a  section,  troop,  or  company. 
This  is  generally  the  trying  position  for  the  cadet ;  for,  be- 
ing invested  with  a  little  brief  authority,  he  will  either  use 
it  with  credit  or  abuse  it.  Grant,  while  holding  this  posi- 
tion, set  forth  all  the  nobleness  of  his  nature.  He  was  no 
petty  tyrant,  nor  was  he  a  spy  upon  the  actions  of  those 
who  for  the  time  were  his  subordinates.  In  the  camp  he 
commanded  respect  for  his  position  ;  but  out  of  camp  he 
was  still  nothing  more  than  a  fellow-cadet.  In  this  trait 
of  hia  character,  he  was  always  liked  by  his  classmates, 
and  esteemed  by  those  whose  class  degree  was  below  Lim. 

Cadet  Grant  had  now  more  serious  daties  to  perform, 
and  studies  to  master.  From  September,  1842,  to  June, 
1843,  he  was  engaged  in  acquiring  the  knowledge  of  civil 
and  military  engineering,  and  from  the  1st  day  of  April 
to  the  15th  of  May,  1843,  he  received  practical  instruction 
in  this  branch  of  the  service.  While  encamped  previous 
to  September,  18i2,  he  received  some  practical  lessons 
in  this  science,  and  during  the  whole  classical  year  he  was 
engaged  either  in  the  study  of  ethics,  constitutional  law, 
international  law,  or  military  law,  or  in  perfecting  him- 
self in  horsemanship.  He  is  now  reputed  one  of  the  best 
riders  in  the  service,  not  being  easOy  thrown. 

While  in  this  cLiss,  he  also  endeavored  to  gain  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  science  of  mineralogy  and  geology,  and  of 
the  Spanish  language.  He  also  received  instruction  in 
ordnance,  gunnery,  and  cavaliy  tactics,"  which  are  es- 
teemed among  the  higher  branches  of  military  acquire- 
ments. He  passed  through  this  class  with  credit,  and 
graduated  from  the  Military  Academy  on  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1843,  with  thirty-eijrht  other  classmates,  he  standing 
No.  21,  or  about  the  middle  of  the  class.    He  had  now 
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acquired  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the  rifled 
musket,  the  field-pieee,  mortar,  siege,  and  sea-coast  guns, 
small  sword  and  bayonet,  as  well  as  of  the  construction  of 
field-works,  and  the  fabrication  of  all  munitions  and  mate- 
riel of  war. 

The  school  companions  of  great  men  are  yery  often  mixed 
up  with  their  after-life,  and  this  statement  is  the  more  appli- 
cable to  the  West  Point  cadets  who  graduate  in  the  same 
clasH.  Such  being  the  case,  it  may  be  a  matter  of  interest 
to  the  reader  to  know  who  were  General  Grant's  fellow- 
graduates,  and  what  their  relative  positions  were  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  narrative. 

The  cadet  who  graduated  first  in  the  class  was  "William 
Benjamin  Franklin,  who  entered  the  Topographical  Engin- 
eer Corps ;  and  having  passed  through  a  series  of  adventures 
under  various  commanders,  was,  at  the  beginning  of  1864, 
the  general  commanding  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  in 
the  Department  of  the  Gnlf,  imder  General  Banks. 

The  names  of  the  next  three  graduates  do  not  now  appear 
in  the  Army  List  of  the  United  States. 

Wm.  F.  Raynolds  graduated  fifth  in  the  class,  entered 
the  infantry  service,  and  was  appointed  an  aid  on  the  stafi" 
of  General  Fremont,  commanding  the  Mountain  Depart- 
ment, with  the  rank  of  colonel,  from  the  Slst  day  of 
March,  1862. 

The  next  graduate  was  Isaac  F.  Quinby.  He  had  en- 
tered the  artillery  service,  and  had  been  professor  at 
West  Point,  but  had  retired  to  civil  life.  The  Rebellion, 
however,  brought  him  from  his  retirement,  and  he  went  to 
the  field  at  the  head  of  a  regiment  of  New  York  volunteers. 
He  afterwards  became  a  brigadier-general  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 

Roswell  S.  Ripley,  the  author  of  "The  War  with  Mex- 
ioo,"  graduated  seventh ;  hut  his  name  docs  not  now  appear 
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in  the  official  Army  Register  of  the  United  States,  as  ho 
had  attached  himself  to  the  rehe!  cause. 

The  next  gradaate  was  John  James  Peck,  who  entered 
the  artillery  service,  and  was,  on  January  1, 1864,  the  com- 
mander of  the  district  of  and  army  in  North  Carolina,  which 
then  formed  a  portion  of  General  Butler's  Department. 

John  P.  Johnstone,  the  daiTng  artillery  lieutenant  who 
fell  gallantly  at  Contreras,  Mexico,  was  the  next  graduate. 

General  Joseph  Jones  Reynolds  was  the  next  in  grade. 
This  officer  had  gained  great  credit  while  m  the  army,  as 
a  professor  of  sciences ;  but  had  resigned  some  time,  when 
the  Rebellion  broke  out.  lie  was,  however,  in  1861,  again 
brought  forward  as  a  general  of  three  months  volimteers,  un- 
der General  McClellan,  in  Western  Virginia ;  was  afterwards 
commissioned  by  the  President ;  and  latterly  became  attached 
to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  served  on  the  staff  of 
the  general  commanding  that  army,  with  the  rank  of  major- 
genera!,  until  General  Grant  assumed  command  of  the  mili- 
tary division  embracing  the  Departments  of  Ohio,  Tennessee, 
and  Cumberland,  when  he  was  transferred  to  New  Orleans. 

The  eleventh  graduate  was  James  AUen  Hardie,  who, 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  became  an  assistant  ad- 
jutant-general of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  with  the 
rank  of  colonel. 

Henry  F.  Clarke  graduated  twelfth,  entered  the  artillery 
service,  gained  brevets  in  Mexico,  and  became  chief  com- 
missary of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  during  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 

Lieutenant  Booker,  the  next  in  grade,  died  whUe  in 
eervice  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  on  Jime  26,  1849, 

The  fourteenth  graduate  might  have  been  a  prominent 
officer  of  the  U.  S.  army,  had  be  not  deserted  the  cause  of 
his  country,  and  attached  himself  to  the  rebels.  He  had 
not  even  the  excuse  of  "  going  with  his  State,"  for  he  was 
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a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  appointed  to  the  army 
from  that  State.  His  name  is  Samuel  G.  French,  m^or- 
general  of  the  rebul  army. 

The  next  graduate  was  Lieutenant  Theodore  L.  Chad- 
boume,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Eeaaca  de  la  Pahna, 
on  May  9,  1846,  after  distinguishing  himself  for  his  brave- 
Tj  at  the  head  of  his  command. 

Christopher  Colon  Augur,  one  of  the  commanders  of  the 
Department  of  Washington,  and  major-general  of  Yolan- 
teers,  was  the  next  in  grade. 

We  now  come  to  another  renegade.  Franklin  Gardner, 
a  native  of  Now  York,  and  an  appointee  from  the-  State 
of  Iowa,  graduated  seventeenth  in  General  Grant's  dass. 
At  the  time  of  the  Rebellion  he  deserted  the  cause  of  the 
United  States  and  joined  the  rebels.  He  was  disgracefully 
dropped  from  the  roUs  of  the  H.  S.  army,  on  May  7,  1861, 
became  a  major-general  in  the  rebel  service,  and  had  to 
surrender  his  garrison  at  Port  Hudson,  July  9,  1863, 
through  the  reduction  of  Vicksburg  by  his  junior  gradn- 
ate,  U.  S.  Grant. 

Lieutenant  George  Stevens,  who  was  drowned  in  the 
passage  of  the  Rio  Grande,  May  18,  1846,  was  the  next 


The  nineteenth  graduate  was  Edmund  B.  Holloway,  of 
Kentucky,  who  obtained  a  brevet  at  Contreras,  and  was  a 
captain  of  infantry  in  the  U.  S.  regular  army  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Rebellion.  Although  his  State  remained 
in  the  Union,  he  threw  up  his  commission  on  May  14, 1861, 
and  joined  the  rebels. 

The  graduate  that  immediately  preceded  Creneral  Grant 
was  Lieutenant  Lewis  Neill,  who  died  on  January  13, 1850, 
while  in  service  at  Fort  Croghan,  Texas. 

Joseph  H.  Potter,  of  New  Hampshire,  graduated  next 
after  the  hero  of  Vicksburg,     During  the  War  of  the  Re- 
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bellion  he  became  a  colonel  of  volimteera,  retaining  bia 
rank  aa  captain  in  the  regular  army. 

Lieutenant  Robert  Hazlitt,  who  was  killed  in  the  storm- 
ing of  Monterey,  September  21, 1846, and  Lieutenant  Edwin 
Howe,  who  died  while  in  service  at  Fort  Leavenworth, 
March  31, 1850,  were  the  nest  two  graduates. 

Lafayette  Boyer  Wood,  of  Virginia,  was  the  twenty-fifth 
graduate.  He  is  no  longer  connected  with  the  service, 
having  resigned  several  years  before  the  Rebellion, 

The  nest  graduate  was  Charles  S,  Hamilton,  who  for 
some  time  commanded,  as  major-general  of  volunteei^,  a 
district  under  General  Grant,  who  at  that  time  was  chief  of 
the  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 

Captain  Wm.  K.  Van  Bokkolcn,  of  New  York,  who  was 
oashiered  for  rebel  proclivities,  on  May  8,  1861,  was  the 
next  graduate,  and  was  followed  by  AJfred  St,  Amand 
Crozet,  of  New  York,  who  had  resigned  the  service  several 
years  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  E.  Jamea,  who  died  at  Sonoma,  Cal.,  on 
Jnne  8,  1849. 

The  thirtieth  graduate  was  the  gallant  General  Frederick 
Steele,  who  participated  in  the  Vieksburg  and  Mississippi 
campaigns,  as  division  and  corps  commander  under  General 
Grant,  and  afterwards  commanded  the  Army  of  Arkan- 
sas. 

The  nert  graduate  was  Captain  Henry  R.  Sclden,  of 
Vermont,  and  of  the  Fifth  U.  S.  Infantry. 

General  Rufus  Iiigalls,  quartermaster-general  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  graduated  No.  32,  and  entered  the 
mounted  rifle  regiment,  but  was  found  more  valuable 
in  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  in  which  he  held  the 
rank  of  major  from  January  12,  1862,  with  a  local  rank  of 
brigadier-general  of  volunteers  from  May  23,  1863. 

Major  Frederick  T.  Dent,  of  the  Fourth  XT.  S.  Infantry, 
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and  Major  J.  C  McFerran,  of  the  Quartermaster's  De- 
partment, were  the  next  two  graduates. 

The  thirty-fifth  graduate  was  General  Henry  Moses 
Judali,  who  commanded  a  division  of  the  Twenty-Third 
Army  Corps  during  its  operations  after  the  rebel  cavalry 
general,  John  H.  Morgan,  and  in  East  Teiincsseo,  during 
the  fall  of  1863. 

The  remaining  four  graduates  were  Norman  Elting,  who 
resigned  the  service  October  29,  1846;  Cave  J.  Couts, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  State  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  California  during  the  year  1849  ;  Charles  G.  Mer- 
chant, of  New  York ;  and  George  C.  McClelland,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, no  one  of  whom  is  now  connected  with  the 
United  States  Service. 

It  ia  very  interesting  to  look  over  the  above  list  to  see 
how  the  twenty-first  graduate  has  outstripped  all  his 
seniors  in  grade,  showing  plainly  that  true  talent  will  ulti- 
mately make  its  way,  no  matter  how  modest  the  possessor 
may  be,  and  notwithstanding  all  the  opposition  that  may 
be  placed  in  its  way  by  others.  It  will  be  seen  that  General 
Grant  now  commands  a  larger  force  and  a  greater  extent 
of  country  than  all  his  thirty-eight  classmates  put  together, 
and  has  risen  higher  in  the  military  scale  than  any  in  his 
class,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  did  not  seem  to 
possess  the  same  amount  of  apparent  dashing  ability. 

His  Scotch  blood,  however,  gave  bim  a  pertinacity  of 
character  that  enabled  him  to  push  forward  against  all  dif- 
ficnlties,  and  th^  stubborn  perseverance  even  in  the  midst 
of  disappointments  has  characterized  the  whole  of  his  life, 
both  civil  and  military.  When,  however,  he  found  be  was 
on  the  fight  track  he  kept  to  it  without  turning  aside  for 
even  a  moment,  and  so  ultimately  became  successful. 

The  following  incident  occurred  while  young  Grant  was 
serving  his  first  year  as  a  cadet  of  the  Military  Academy 
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at  West  Point,  aad  ia  a  very  good  illustration  of  tlie 
bravery  of  his  nature : 

When  admitted  into  the  inatitution,  he,  as  before  men- 
tioned, merely  ranked  aa  a  private,  and  was  so  placed 
jn  one  of  the  companies  in  the  cadet  battalion.  As  a 
novice,  ho  became  the  subject  of  many  a  praetical  joke,  as 
it  is  the  UBual  custom  in  the  Military  Acaclemy  for  the 
older  scholars  to  torment  the  latest  arrivals  until  still 
greener  ones  shonld  make  their  appearance. 

After  enduringseveraloftheae  jokes  with  great  patience, 
and  without  a  show  of  resentment,  Grant,  one  day,  deter- 
mined he  would  put  a  stop  to  their  ftm,  and  have  peace  for 
hiniaelf.  The  next  occasion  when  a  joke  was  attempted 
upon  him,  was  when  the  company  wafi  on  a  mock  parade. 
Grant  then  stepped  out  of  the  ranks,  threw  off  his  jacket, 
and  said : 

"  Now,  Captain,  drop  your  rank  for  a  few  minutes  and 
stand  up  fair  and  square ;  and  we'll  soon  see  who  is  the 
best  man." 

The  captain  accepted  the  challenge,  and  before  long  was 
soundly  whipped. 

"It  ia  now  your  turn.  Lieutenant,"  said  Grant,  "  to  re- 
venge the  captain,  if  you  can !" 

At  it  they  went,  and  the  second  officer  shared  the 
fate  of  his  senior.  Then,  turning  to  his  companions  in  the 
line,  he  inquired : 

"Who  ia  next?  I  want  peace,  and  I  am  willing  to 
fight  all  the  company,  one  by  one,  to  gain  that  peace.  I 
have  no  iil-will  against  any  one ;  but  I  must  and  will  have 
peace  in  the  future." 

At  this  wholesale  exhibition  of  pluck,  his  companions 
raised  a  shout  that  could  have  been  heard  for  a  very  great 
distance,  and  then  all  parties  oame  forward  and  shook 
Grant  by  the  hand. 
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"TouTl  do,"  said  the  captain,  who  had  been  so  soundly 


"  We  won't  bother  you  any  more,"  waa  the  general  re- 
mark of  his  companions. 

"  Grant's  a  plucky  fellow,  and  will  make  his  way,''  said 
another. 

And  in  the  niiilst  of  similar  expressions  the  victorious 
young  cadet  put  on  his  coat,  took  his  place  in  the  ranks, 
and  was  never  again  tronbled  with  practical  jotea.  In 
honor  of  the  occasion,  his  companions  gave  him  the  nom 
de  plxme  of  "Company  Grant,"'  by  which  he  was  known 
to  the  day  of  his  entering  the  army,  and  even  atterwards. 
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CHAPTER  in. 

.THE  ARMY. MEXICJS  WAE. 


When  a  youth  enters  tlie  West  Point  Military  Academy 
he  takes  upon,  himself  obligations  to  serve  a  certain  tim.e 
in  the  TJ.  S.  Regular  Anny,  to  finish  the  eight  years — the 
term  for  which  he  is  sworn  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  at  the  time  he  receives  his  cadet  warrant. 

Cadet  Grant,  therefore,  when  he  gradu;ited,  at  once 
entered  the  United  States  army  as  a  brevet  second-lteu- 
■tenant  of  infantry.  The  date  at  which  this  brevet  rank 
was  awarded  to  him  was  that  of  the  succeoding  day  to 
his  graduation,  viz.,  July  1,  1843. 

At  the  lime  Grant  entered  the  army,  the  United  States 
wei«  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  and  very  few  vacancies 
then  occurred  in  the  rolls  of  army  ofiicers.  He  was,  there- 
fore, attached  as  a  supernumerary  lieutenant  to  the  Fourth 
Regiment  of  Regular  United  States  Infantry,  then  sta- 
tioned on  the  frontier  in  Missouri  and  Missouri  Territory, 
and  engaged  in  keeping  down  the  Indian  tribes,  that  at 
that  time  were  very  annoying  and  dangerous  to  the  early 
settlers  of  that  region,  which,  twenty  years  ago,  was  almost 
a  wilderness,  except  on  the  immediate  banks  of  the  great 
rivers. 

While  in  this  part  of  the  West,  Brevet  Second-Lieu- 
tenant Grant  assisted  his  military  comp.anions  in  superin- 
tending the  opening  up  of  the  country,  as  well  as  in  main- 
taining the  peace  and  safety  of  those  who  had  settled 
and  were  settling  in  that  region. 

The  young  olEcer  had  not  been  many  months  in  the 
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Weat  before  he  was  ordered,  with  hia  regiment,  into  Texas, 
to  join  the  army  of  General  Taylor,  who  had  been  appoint 
edto  the  command  of  the  TJnited  States  troopa  then  con- 
centrating in  that  republic.  This  army  occupation  was 
made  during  the  year  1845.  The  Mexicans  and  Americans 
had  for  aome  time  held  an  ima^ary  line  of  boundary  with- 
in what  is  now  known  as  the  State  of  Texas.  As  all  ima- 
ginary lines  become  more  or  less  aubjecta  of  dispute,  it  was 
quite  natural  that  two  armies  of  distinct  races,  and  with 
great  personal  aaimositiee  daily  ariaing,  ahould  at  last  find, 
or  imagine  they  had  found,  the  other  overstepping  its 
proper  limits,  and,  as  a  natural  sequel,  qnarrela  would  take 
place,  supposed  wrongs  would  have  to  be  revenged,  and 
bloodshed  would  be  the  ultimate  result.  Such  was  cer- 
tainly the  origin  of  the  actual  hoatilities  which  ripened 
into  the  American  war  with  Mexico. 

Corpua  Chriati,  an  important  port  on  the  Texan  shore, 
was  soon  taken  poaaession  of  by  the  Americana  as  a  base  of 
operations,  and  Grant  was  stationed  at  thia  place  when  ha 
received  ills  commission  as  full  second  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry. This  commission  was  dated  from  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1845,  and  was  made  out  for  a  vacancy  in  the 
Seventh  Regiment  of  U.  S.  Regular  Infantry.  He  had, 
however,  become  so  attached  to  the  members  of  tlie 
Fourth  Regiment,  that  a  request  was  sent  to  Washington 
to  allow  him  to  be  retained  with  that  force,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing November  a  commission  was  handed  to  him, 
appointing  him  a  full  second  lieutenant  in  the  Fourth 
Regiment  of  U.  S.  Regular  Infantry. 

Some  time  before  the  declaration  by  Congress  of  a  war 
with  Mexico,  the  struggle  commenced  in  Texas.  The 
primary  cause  of  the  actual  commencement  of  hostilities 
was  a  trifle  ;  but  the  spark  was  no  sooner  applied  than  the 
conflagration  begaji  to  make  its  rapid  way,  drawing  the 
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whole  withm  its  fearful  grasp.  Several  petty  straggles 
ensued,  until  at  last  General  Taylor  learned  that  an  immense 
force  of  Mexicans  were  marching  with  the  intention  of 
crossing  the  Rio  Grande  into  Texas,  to  drive  the  Americans 
irom  that  region  of  territory.  Promptly  General  Taylor 
moved;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  Fort  Brown,  on  the  Texas 
shore  of  the  Rio  Grande,  was  besieged.  The  gallant 
American  garrison  defended  the  position  with  great 
bravery;  but,  unless  relief  could  have  been  sent  them,  it 
must  have  fallen.  To  relieve  the  besieged  was  General 
Taylor's  duty ;  and,  under  his  command,  Lieutenant  Grant 
marched  to  his  first  battie-ground. 

On  the  8th  day  of  May,  1 846,  he  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Palo  Alto,  and,  although  not  mentioned  in  the  official 
reports,  he  is  spoken  of  by  his  companions  to  have  acted 
with  gallantry ;  several  officers  of  his  regiment  obtaining 
brevets  for  their  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct.  With 
Ma  characteristic  modesty,  the  young  lieutenant  kept  him- 
eelf  in  the  back-ground,  while  his  seniors  gained  the  reward. 

The  battle  of  Resaca  de  la  Palma  was  fought  the  next 
day,  and  here  again  Lieutenant  Grant  acted  with  praise- 
worthy gallantry.  As  before,  his  seniors  in  the  regiment 
gained  the  brevets,  while  he  quietly  remained  behind, 
perfectly  satisfied  that  he  had  done  his  duty,  and  that  time 
would  uUimately  bring  to  him  his  recompense. 

Fort  Brown  was  relieved,  and  the  Mexicans  felt  the 
weight  of  its  metai  as  they,  in  disorder,  rushed  across  the 
Rio  Grande  in  full  retreat  from  the  battle  so  bravely  fought 
and  won  by  General  Taylor,  on  May  9,  1846. 

The  American  army  then  advanced  to  and  up  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  Texas  was  relieved  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Mexicans,  Lieutenant  Grant  also  participated  in  the 
subsequent  brilliant  operations  of  General  Taylor  along 
the  banks  of  that  historic  stream,  and  advanced  into  tha 
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Mexican  territory,  at  a  point  over  a  hundred  miles  above 
tlie  mouth  of  the  river,  in  the  Repnhlic  of  New  Leon. 

On  the  23d  of  September,  1846,  Lieutenant  Grant  toot 
part  in  the  splendid  operation  of  General  Taylor  against 
Monterey,  which  place  the  Mexicans  had  strongly  fortified. 
In  these  works  were  posted  a  far  superior  force  of  Mexicans; 
but  General  Taylor  was  determined  to  drive  them  out  of 
their  intrench menta,  and  euceeeded. 

The  American  campaign  in  Mexico  was  now  about  to 
assume  a  different  phase  of  character.  "War  had  been 
regularly  declared,  and  a  systemized  plan  of  attaci;  was 
made  out.  The  advance  by  the  northern  route  was  to  be 
made  secondary  to  the  grand  movement  by  way  of  Vera 
Cruz  ;  and  the  army  and  navy,  as  in  the  present  war,  were 
both  to  be  brought  into  active  use. 

After  General  Scott  had  effected  a  landing  above  Vera 
Cruz,  the  forces  on  the  Rio  Grande  wore  in  part  brought 
down  that  river  to  co-operate  with  him ;  and  among  the 
others  was  the  Fourth  Infantry.  Lieutenant  Grant,  follow- 
ing the  fortunes  of  his  regiment,  was,  with  it,  transferred 
to  the  command  under  that  general,  and  participated  in  the 
siege  operations  which  finally  caused  the  surrender  of  Vera 
Cruz,  on  the  2Sth  day  of  March,  I8i1. 

It  now  began  to  be  perceived  by  his  commanding  officers, 
that  Lieutenant  Grant  possessed  some  talents,  more  than 
ordinaiy,  and  during  the  early  part  of  April,  when  the 
army  was  preparing  to  advance  into  the  interior  of  the 
Mexican  country,  Lieutenant  Grant  was  appointed  the 
quartermaster  of  his  regiment,  a  post  both  honorable  and 
of  vital  importance  to  an  army  in  a  strange  country — the 
home  of  an  enemy.  With  this  position  he  participated  in 
the  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  Mexican  campaign, 
to  the  occupation,  by  the  United  States  forces,  of  the 
capital. 
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It  was  while  holding  this  staff  appointment  that  Lieu- 
tenant Grant's  brave  disposition  came  more  prominently 
Lefore  his  commanding  officers.  His  position  in  the  army 
did  not  of  necessity  call  upon  him  to  enter  into  the  actual 
strife ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  his  natm-e  would  not  allow  of 
his  keeping  out  of  it,  when  he  found  that  his  services  wei-e 
needed  in  the  field.  At  the  battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  on 
the  8th  of  September,  1847,  he  behaved  with  such  distin- 
guished gallantry  and  merit,  that  he  was  appointed  on  the 
field  a  first-lieutenant,  to  date  from  the  day  of  that  battle. 
Congress  afterwards  ■wished  to  confirm  the  appointment  as 
a  mere  brevet,  but  Grant  declined  to  accept  it  under  sucli 
circamstanees. 

At  the  battle  of  Chapultepec,  on  the  13th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1847,  Lieutenant  Grant  behaved  with  the  most 
distinguished  gallantry,*  and  also  during  the  subsequent 

*  In  the  report  of  Captain  Horace  Brooks,  Second  Artillerr,  of  tlie  batUe 
of  Cliapultepec,  be  says: 

"  I  succeeded  in  reaching  iJie  fort  with  a  few  men.  Here  Lieutenant 
U.  S.  Graut,  and  a  few  more  men  of  the  Fourth  Infantry  found  me,  and, 
by  a  joint  movement,  after  an  obatinata  resistance,  a  strong  field-work 
wa3  carried,  and  the  enemy's  right  was  completely  turned." 

Tlio  report  of  Major  Francis  Lee,  commanding  the  Fourth  Infautry,  of 
the  battle  of  Chapultepec,  says: 

"  At  the  first  barrier  the  enemy  was  in  strong  force,  which  rendered 
it  necessary  to  advance  with  caution.  Thia  was  done,  and  when  the 
head  of  the  battalion  waa  within  short  musket  range  of  the  barrier, 
Lieutenant  Grant,  Fourth  Infantry,  and  Captain  Brooks,  Second  Artillery, 
with  B  few  men  of  their  respecLlvo  regiments,  by  a  handsome  movement 
to  the  left,  turned  Hie  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  and  the  barrier  was 
carried.  »  *  *  Sccond'LiGutcnant  Grant  behaved  ^s-ith  distinguished 
gallantry  on  the  13th  and  14th."        •  *  * 

The  report  of  Brevet  Colonel  Joho  Garland,  commanding  the  First 
Brigade,  of  the  battle  of  Chapullepec,  says : 

"  The  rear  of  tlie  enemy  had  made  a  stand  helvind  a  breastwork,  from 
which  they  were  drivun  by  detachments  of  the  Second  Artillery,  under 
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Tiattlcs,  which  only  ceased  with  tho  final  surrender  of  the 
city  of  Mexico. 

Lieuteusitit  Grant  received  the  brevet  of  captain  of  the 
regular  army,  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the 
battle  of  Chapultepec,  his  rank  to  date  from  September  1 3, 
1847,  the  day  of  that  battle.  The  brevet  was  awarded  to 
him  in  1849;  the  nomination  sent  into  Congress  during 
the  session  of  1849-50,  and  confirmed  during  the  executive 
session  of  1850. 

On  the  16th  day  of  September,  1847,  the  brave  second 
lieutenant  was  commissioned  a  firat-lieutonant  in  the 
Fourth  Regiment  of  Regular  Infantry,  still  holding  his  bre- 
vet rank  of  captain  of  three  days  prior  date. 

The  following  were  tho  officers  of  the  Fourth  Kegunent 
of  United  States  Regular  Infantry  during  the  war  with 
Mexico  1 

LiBUTENiNT'COLOKEL 

John  Garland,  who  partieipafed  in  tlie  wliolc  of  the  Meiican  war,  and 
commanded  a  brigado,  received  a  brevet  eoloneloy  from  Itosaca  de  la 
Palma,  and  a  brevet  as  brigadier-general  from  Churubusco.  He  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Meileo;  was  made 
colonel  of  tho  Eighth  Regular  Infantry  Regiment  in  May,  18i9,  and  died 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  June  6,  1861. 

Captain  Brooks,  and  the  Fourth  Infantry,  under  lieutenant  Grant,  sup- 
ported by  otlier  regiments  of  the  division,  alter  a  short  but  aharp  eonfliot. 
*  *  I  recognised  the  command  aa  it  came  np,  mounted  a  howitzer  on 
the  top  of  a  convent,  which,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Grant^ 
quartermaster  of  the  Fourth  Infantry,  and  Lieutenant  Lendmm,  Third 
Artillery,  annoyed  the  enemy  oondderably.  •  *  *  I  must  not  omit 
to  call  attention  to  Lieutenant  Grant,  Fourth  Infantry,  who  acq^uitted 
humaelf  most  nobly,  upon  several  occasions,  under  my  own  observation." 

In  this  particular  mention  of  ofBoera  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct, 
besides  the  officers  of  his  own  staff;  General  Garland  names  but  one  other 
officer,  besides  Lieutenant  Grant,  out  of  his  whole  brigade. 

General  Worth's  report,  Soptembor  leth,  also  speaks  highly  of  Lieu- 
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Francis  Lee,  who  iad  entered  upon  the  campaiga  as  captain  in  the 
Seventh  Seg't  U.  S.RegularTnfa,ntr7,  wasbreTottedUeutenont-Polonol 
from  Churubusco,  and  colonel  from  El  Molino  del  Rey.  He  became 
colunel  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Regular  Infantry,  October  18,  1855, 
and  died  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  January  19,  1359. 

CAPTilNS. 

George  W.  Alien  (who  liad  been  brevetled  major  from  Florida)  was 
further  breTetted  Ueutonant-colonel  from  Resaca  de  ia  Pahna.  Ha  was 
next  promoted  lo  be  a  major  of  the  Second  Regiment  Regular  Infantry, 
and  died  at  Vera  Cruz,  on  March  15,  1B48. 

Jolin  Page  was  mortally  wounded  in  the  first  battle,  Palo  Alto,  and 
died  on  the  1201  of  July,  I84G, 

■William  M.  Graham  (who  had  been  bravetted  major  from  Florida) 
continued  with  the  regiment  until  February,  1847 ;  was  promoted  major 
of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Regular  Infantry,  on  February  15,  1847,  and 
afterwards  to  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Elevonth  V.  S.  Infantry,  a 
regiment  especially  orgaiii7.ed  for  the  Itoiican  war.  He  was  several 
times  wounded  during  the  campaign,  and  was  finally  killed  at  El  Molino 
del  Rey,  on  September  8,  1847. 

Pitcaim  Morrison  was  brevetted  major  from  Besaca  de  la  Palma,  be- 
came major  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  U.  S.  Infantry,  on  September  26, 
1847  ;  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Seventh  Regular  Infantry,  on  June  9i 
18B3,  and  colonel  of  the  Eighth  Regular  Infantry,  June  6,  1861,  with 
which  rank  he  retired  from  the  service  during  the  fall  of  18S3. 

Qeoi^  A  McCall,  was  hrevetted  major  and  lieutenant-colonel  from 
Eesaoa  de  la  Palma,  and  altorwards  appointed  to  the  adjutant-General's 
Lepartment  as  inspector-general.  He  resigned  tho  service  on  April  29, 
1853,  and  came  in  as  a  volunteer  at  the  commencement  of  the  Rebellion. 

GouverneurMorris  was  brevetted  major  from  Resacade  la  Palma,  pro- 
moted to  major  of  Iho  Third  Infantry,  on  January  31,  1850,  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  First  Infantry,  May  31, 1857.  He  was  retired  from 
the  service  on  September  9,  1861, 

Robert  C.  Buchanan,  was  brevetted  major  from  Resaca  d^  la  Palma. 
and  lieutenant-colonel  from  Bl  Molino  del  Rey.  He  served  through 
the  whole  of  the  Mexican  war  with  great  credit,  and  was,  in  1843, 
appointed  acting  inspector-general  He  resumed  his  re^mental  posi- 
tion, and  was  promoted  major  of  the  regiment  on  February  3,  1855, 
and  lieutenant-colonel  on  the  Dth  of  September,  1861,  which  rank  ho 
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held  at  the  commencement  of  1364,  wbeti  he  was  employed  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Voluateer  Recruiting  in  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey. 

Charles  11  LarLard  w&i  brevetted  major  from  Rosaca  de  la  Palma, 
and  was  drowned  in  Pugft'a  Sound,  near  Fort  Madison,  "Waahiugton 
Territory,  on  the  Hltli  of  Mardi,  1854. 

Beiyamin  Alsord  was  brevetted  captain  from  Reaaca  de  l:i  Palma,  and 
major  from  the  National  Bridge.  Ho  became  a  paymaster,  with  the  rank 
of  major,  from  June  22,  1354,  and  during  the  Rebellion  was  appointed  a 
brigadier-general  of  Tolunteera. 

Henry  L.  Scott  was  appointed  aide  and  acting  adjutant-general  to 
General  Scott,  gained  the  brevet  of  major  from  Churubuaco,  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel from  Chapiiltepeo.  He  became  special  sudo  to  General 
Scott  on  March  7,  1855,  ond  retired  from  the  aervica  on  the  30th  of 
October,  1B61. 

First  Libuibkakts. 

Henry  Prince,  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  was  brevetted  captain  from 
Churubusco,  and  was  severely  wounded  at,  and  brevetted  major  from, 
El  Molino  del  Key.  He  was  appointed  paymaatar.  May  23,  1B55,  and 
brigadier-general  of  voluntcera  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

Charles  Hoakioa,  the  former  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  was  killed  at 
Monterey,  September  21,  1S16. 

Richard  H.  Graham  was  mortally  wounded  at  Monterey,  September  21, 
1846,  and  died  on  October  12,  1816. 

John  H.  Goro  was  brevetted  captain  from  Churubuaco,  and  major  from 
F,l  Molino  del  Rey.  He  died,  August  1,  1S53,  in  the  Bay  of  Panama, 
New  Grenada. 

Richard  B.  Cochran  was  killed  in  the  second  battle  of  the  war,  Resaca 
do  la  Palma,  on  May  8,  184S. 

Theodore  H.  Porter  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  near  the  Rio  Grande,  on 
April  19,  1346. 

Sidney  Smith  waa  wounded  at  El  Molino  del  Rey,  and  wag  mortally 
wounded  in  the  attack  upon  the  city  of  Meiico,  on  September  14, 
1817,  and  died  on  September  16,  1847. 

Granville  0.  Haller  served  through  the  whole  of  the  Mexican  war;  waa 
brevetted  captain  from  El  Molino  del  Rsy,  and  major  from  Chapultepeo ! 
became  captain  in  January,  1843,  and  Major  of  the  Seventh  Infantry, 
September  25,  13G1 ;  and  was  aummarily  dismisaed  from  the  service 
during  the  summer  of  1863. 

Henry  D.  Wallen  waa  wounded  at  Palo  Alto,  May  8,  1848,  became 
adjutant  from  February,  1849,  to  May,  1850  ;  captain  from  January  31, 
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1350,  and  Mnjor  of  the  Soventl)  Infantry  from  November  25,  1861.    Ho 
held  this  position  aC  the  beginning  of  1861. 

UendersoQ&idgelej  was  acting  assistant  adjutant-gi^neral  to  Srigadier- 
General  Lane,  and  was  killed  at  the  Pass  of  Guadalasara,  on  the  24th 
of  November,  1841. 

Jeuks  Beaman  participated  in  tha  battles  of  Falo  Alto  and  Hesaca  de  la 
Palma  |  commanded  his  company  in  the  battle  of  M  Molino  del  Eoy,  and 
died  at  Taropioo,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1848. 

SBCOKD  llEOTEHANia. 

Christopher  R.  Perry,  alter  participating  in  part  of  the  campaign,  died 
at  sea,  on  his  return  homo,  October  8,  184fi. 

Christopher  C.  Augur  was  aide  to  Ganeral  Hopping,  and,  after  the  war 
in  Mexico,  remained  in  the  C  S.  Army.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion 
he  became  a  major-general  of  Tolunteera. 

Ultsses  S.  Grant. 

Henry  IT.  Jodah  was  brevetted  a,  first  lieutenant  from  E  Mo  no 
del  Rey,  and  captain  from  Cliapultepeo.  During  the  Wa  of  the  Pebel 
lion  be  commanded  a  division  in  General  Grant's  Milita  v  D  v  s  en  of 
tho  Mississippi. 

JaraeB  S.  Wooda  was  btevettod  first  lieutenant  from  Ees-ca  de  la 
Palma,  and  wa^  killed  at  Monterey,  September  21,  IS46. 

Aieiander  Hays  was  brevetted  first  lieutenant  from  Re=aca  de  la 
Palma,  and  became  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  to  B  g  d  e 
General  Lane.  He  resigned  tho  service  on  April  12,  1816  and  o  un 
teered  durmg  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

Abram  B.  Lincoln  was  wounded  at,  and  brevetted  hrs  1  cutenant 
from,  El  Molino  del  Rey,  and  died  at  Pilatka,  Florida,  Ap  I    5  IBS 

Thomas  J.  Montgomery  commanded  bis  company  at  1  e  t  at  es  of 
Churubusco  and  EI  Molino  del  Rej;  became  first  lieut  nant  du  ng 
December,  1841,  and  captain,  in  March,  1854,  and  died  at  Fo  t  Sttila 
coora,  Washington  Territory,  November  23,  1854 

David  A.  Russell  was  brevetted  first  lieutenant  from  the  Na  onal 
Bridge,  and,  remaining  in  the  regular  army  after  the  ar  jecame  a 
brigadier.gcneral  of  volunteers  daring  tlie  War  of  the  Kebell  on 

Aleiander  P.  Rodgers  was  wounded,  and  afterwards  kdlud,  at  (,hu 
pultepec,  September  13,  1841. 

Delancey  Floyd  Jonea  was  brevetted  first  lieutenant  from  El  Molino 
del  Rey,  but  is  no  longer  on  tho  roll  of  army  officers. 

Maurice  Maloney  was  brevetted  first  lieutenant  from  El  Molino  del 
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Rey  and  captain  fVom  raipultepec;  was  wounded  at  the  San  Coamo 
(.  atp  on  Septembpr  13  134T;  became  first  lieutenant  durintr  May, 
lelt  aptan  n  IsoTember  IS.ii,  and  Major  of  the  First  Infantry,  Sep- 
tcn        lb  136     wh  cli rank  lie  hold  at  the  beginning  of  1S64. 

Archibald  B.  Botta  died  on  the  first  of  January,  1S47,  at  Camargo, 
Mexico. 

Thomas  R.  McConnell  was  brevetted  first  lieutenant  at  El  Molino  del 
Eey,  and  captain  from  Chapultepec;  beoarao  captain,  in  February, 
1855,  and  resigned  the  serrice  on  March  11.  IS56 

Edmund  Eussell  was  wounded  at  Cliuruliusm,  was  brovetted  first 
lieutenant  from  El  Molino  del  Eey,  and  nas  kiDed  bi  tho  Indians,  near 
Eed  Bluf^  California,  on  March  24,  ISai. 


Of  the  foregoing,  tho  following  only  hnve  occupied 
prominent  positions  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  : 

Captain  Geoi^  Archibald  McCall  was  appointed  the  com- 
mander of  the  division  of  troops  tnowo  as  the  "Pennsyl- 
vania Reserve  Corps,"  which  consisted  of  three  brigades 
and  fifteen  regiments,  and  fought  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  of  volunteers, 
from  May  17,  18S1.  He  resigned  his  connection  with  the 
United  States  service  on  March  31,  1863. 

Captain  Robert  C.  Buchanan  was  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Infantiy  on  September  9,  1861,  and 
afterwards  nominated  for  a  volunteer  brigadier-general's 
commissioii ;  but  being  too  far  advanced  in  years  to  endure 
the  fatigues  and  laborious  marches  in  the  field  during  the 
civil  war,  he  was  principally  kept  in  command  of  posts  and 
garrisons  within  the  Union  lines. 

Captain  Benjamin  Alvord  became  a  brigadier-general 
of  volunteers  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 

Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Henry  Prince  obtained  a  com- 
mi^on  as  brigadier-general  of  volunteers,  dating  from 
April  28,  1862,  and  participated  in  the  campaigns  in  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia.    At  the  beginning  of  1864,  he  was 
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in  command  of  the  Second  Division  of  the  Third  Army 
Corps, 

Lieutenant  Christopher  C.  Augur  distinguished  himself 
during  the  Rebellion  in  the  various  capacities  of  brigade, 
division,  and  corps  commander,  and,  on  January  1,  IS64, 
held  the  command  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  and 
of  the  Twenty-Second  Army  Corps,  with  head-quarters  at 
the  national  capital.  Bank,  major-general  of  volunteers, 
from  August  9,  1862. 

Lieutenant  Henry  M.  Judah  was  appointed  a  brigadier- 
general  of  volunteers  on  the  21st  of  March,  1862  ;  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  pursuit  of  the  rebel  guerilla  chief, 
General  John  H.  Morgan,  and  in  the  Eastern  Tennessee 
campaign  of  1863,  On  January  1,  1864,  he  held  the  com- 
mand of  a  division  in  (.he  Twenty-Third  Army  Corps,  which 
formed  a  part  of  General  Grant's  Military  Division  of  the 


Lieutenant  Alexander  Hays  was  appointed  a  brigadier- 
general  of  voliuiteers  from  September  29,  1862,  he  having 
previously  held  the  command  of  a  company  of  the  Sixteenth 
Regiment  of  U.  S.  Regular  Infantry,  At  the  beginning 
of  1864,  he  was  in  command  of  a  division  in  the  Second 
Army  Corps,  then  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Lieutenant  David  A,  Russell,  having  held  the  rank 
of  Major  of  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  Kegular  Infantry,  was 
appointed  a  brigadier-general  of  volnnteera,  on  November 
28, 1862,  and  distinguished  himself  during  1863,  while  in 
command  of  a  brigade,  and  afterwards  of  a  division  of  the 
Second  Ai-my  Corps,  then  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  young  second  lieutenant, 
of  the  Mexican  war,  has  far  outstripped  all  his  regimental 
companions— many  of  whom  then  outranked  him ;  and  he 
has  done  so  by  his  military  merit  alone. 
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CHAPTElt  IV. 

SUBSEQUENT  SEEVICES   AND   KESIGNATION — CIVIL  LIFE. 

The  struggles  in  Mexico  having  at  last  settled  down 
into  the  more  brigandage  which  always  follows  large 
wars,  the  various  volunteer  troops  of  the  United  States 
Army  were  disbanded,  and  the  regular  regiments  ordered 
back  to  the  United  States.  Lieutenant  Grant  came  home 
with  his  regiment — the  Fourth  Regular  Infantry — and  dis- 
embarked within  the  harbor  of  New  York,  The  re^ment 
was  then  distributed  in  companies  and  sections  among  the 
various  northern  frontier  defences,  along  the  borders  of 
the  States  of  Michigun  and  New  York ;  and  in  one  of  these 
forts  the  young  brevet  captain  commanded  his  company. 

The  emigration  furor  to  Caliibmia  of  1850-51,  carried 
to  that  El  Dorado  region  an  immense  number  of  the  vilest 
characters  of  all  parts  of  the  world ;  and  the  thirst  for  gold 
rendered  all  moral  law  and  obligations,  in  that  territory, 
subservient  to  violent  might.  To  preserve  even  a  show  of 
law  and  order,  and  to  restrain  the  Indians  from  murderous 
attacks  upon  the  whites,  the  Government  dispatched  a 
force  of  troops  to  that  part  of  the  country,  and  among 
others  the  Fourth  Regular  Infantry  was  ordered  to  the  De- 
piirtment  of  the  Pacific.  The  battalion  to  which  Lieuten- 
ant Grant  was  attached  was  sent  up  into  Oregon,  and,  for 

some  time,  had  its  head-quarters  at  Fort  Dallas,  in  that 
territory. 

'  It  was  while  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  this  duty  that 
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Lieutenant  Grant  received  his  fiiU  promotion  to  captain 
of  infantry,  with  a  co^nmiasion  dating  from  August,  1853. 

Captain  Grant  shortly  after  became  attached  to  the  De- 
partment of  the  West ;  but,  anticipating  more  chances  of 
progress  in  civil  life  than  in  the  military,  during  the  then 
prospective  happy  times  of  peace,  he  resigned  his  connec- 
tion with  the  United  States  Army,  on  the  31st  day  of 
July,  1854. 

Thus,  for  a  time,  the  valuable  services  of  the  embryo 
hero  were  lost  to  the  country,  and  his  talents  hid  from  the 
world.  But  like  a  cork,  held  by  the  finger  at  the  bottom 
of  a  vessel  of  water,  the  release  of  which  is  no  sooner 
effected  by  the  removal  of  the  pressure  than  it  springs 
higher  than  ever  above  the  surfiice,  has  Grant  again  sprung 
into  notoriety. 

After  Captain  Grant  had  severed  his  connection  with 
the  military  service,  he  made  his  residence  near  the  city 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  was  there  engaged  in  commer- 
cial pursuits  until  the  year  1859, 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  letter  of  one  who 
had  taken  some  pains  to  trace  the  history  of  Grant's  life 
a  and  near  St.  Louis  : 


"General  Grant  occupied  a  little  farm  to  tlie  eoutliwest  of  St.  Iiouia, 
whence  he  was  in  the  habit  of  cutting  the  wood,  draiviog  it  to  Carondelet, 
and  selling  it  in  the  market  there.  Many  of  his  wood  purchasers  are 
now  calling  to  mind  that  they  had  a  cord  of  wood  delivered  in  perfion 
by  the  great  General  Grant.  When  ha  came  into  the  wood  market  he 
was  usually  dressed  in  an  old  felt  hat,  with  a  blouse  eoat,  and  his  panta 
tucited  in  the  tops  of  his  boots.  In  truth,  he  bote  the  appearance  of 
a  sturdy,  honest  woodman.  This  was  his  winter's  work.  In  the  aura- 
mer  he  turned  a  collector  of  debts ;  but  for  this  he  was  not  qualiSod. 
He  )iad  a  noblo  and  truthful  soul ;  so  when  ho  was  told  that  tJie  debtor 
had  no  money,  he  boiioved  him,  and  would  not  trouble  the  debtor  ^ain. 
One  of  the  leading  merchants  of  St.  Louis  mentioned  this  circumstance 
to  ma    From  all  I  can  learn  of  liis  history  here,  he  was  honest,  truthful, 
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indefatigable — always  at  work  at  something;  but  he  did  not  poaaesB  the 
knack  of  making  laoa  ey.  Eo  waa  honorable,  for  be  always  repaid  bor- 
rowed money.  His  habits  of  life  were  liardy,  inexpensive,  and  simple. 
About  his  being  an  inebriate,  I  find  nothing  to  confirm  it.  On  a  cold 
day,  when  he  had  brouglit  a  load  of  wood  to  the  Carondelet  marliet,  he 
would  take  something  to  keep  himself  warm.  This,  so  far  as  I  can  trace, 
is  the  foundation  of  many  reports  of  his  inebriety."* 

During  1859,  Grant  entered  into  partnership  with  his 
father,  in  the  leather  trade,  and  opened  business  in  the  city 
of  Galena,  Jo  Daviess  county,  Illinois.  This  city  is  located 
on  the  Fevre  Eiver,  about  sis  miles  above  the  point  where 
it  falls  into  the  Mississippi,  of  which  it  is  properly  an  arm, 
The  city  is  built  upon  a  bluff,  with  the  streets  rising 
one  above  the  other,  and  communicating  by  means  of 
flights  of  steps.  Large  portions  of  the  States  of  Wiscon- 
sin, Iowa,  and  Minnesota  are  tributary  to  this  town,  and 
consequently  it  is  a  place  of  considerable  trade. 

The  leather  house  of  Grant  &  Son  soon  became  a  very 
prosperous  concern,  and,  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion,  presented  one  of  the  best  business  prospects  of 
any  house  in  Galena.  The  younger  Grant  devoted  himself 
to  his  business,  and  made  it  a  study,  so  that,  after  a  short 
time,  the  recommendation  of  a  piece  of  leather  by  either  of 
the  firm  of  Grant  &  Son,  was  a  sure  guarantee  of  its  good 
quality. 

While  alluding  to  the  leather  business  of  this  firm,  it  will 
not  be  out  of  place  to  repeat  an  anecdote  connected 
with  General  Grant,  while  at  Victsburg. 

The  lUinois  politicians  were  everlastingly  trying  to 
inveigle  General  Grant  into  some  debate,  or  the  rendering 
of  some  definite  idea  or  opinion  in  relation  to  the  state  of 
the  varicas  political  parties  of  the  country,  and  their  pro- 

*  St.  I/ais  oorrespond'cnco  of  the  MilwaukieWisc:onsl^^,  January,  18S4. 
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fessed  tenets.  Gleneral  Grant,  however,  was  not  to  be 
drawn  out.  He  had  never  attached  himself  to  any  other 
party  than  that  of  the  true  patriot,  and  all  minor  issues 
were,  to  that  feeling,  made  entirely  subservient,  even  if 
he  knew  or  cared  any  thing  at  all  about  them. 

While  operating  in  the  vicmity  of  Vickaburg,  his  pro- 
fessed political  friends  paid  a  visit  to  his  head-quarters,  and 
after  a  short  time  spent  in  compliments,  they  touched  upon 
the  never-ending  subject  of  politics.  One  of  the  party  was 
in  the  midst  of  a  very  flowery  speech,  using  all  his 
rhetorical  powers  to  induce  the  general,  if  possible,  to  view 
matters  in  the  same  light  a*!  himself,  when  he  was  sudden- 
ly stopped  by  Grant. 

"  ITiere  is  no  nse  of  talkmg  polities  to  me.  I  know 
nothing  about  them ;  and,  furthermore,  I  do  not  know  of 
any  person  among  my  acquaintances  who  does.  But," 
continued  he,  "there  is  one  subject  with  which  I  am  per- 
fectly acquainted  ;  talk  of  that,  and  I  am  your  man." 

"  What  is  that.  General  ?"  asked  the  politicians,  in  great 
enrprise, 

"  Tanning  leather,"  was  the  reply. 
The  subject  was  immediately  changed. 
On  another  occasion,  an  inf  imous  proposal  was  made  by 
a  person  to  General  Grant,  while  he  was  staying  at  his 
head-quarters  "  in  the  field."  The  general,  irritated, 
administered  a  severe  kick  to  the  proposer  with  the  toe  of 
his  great  cavalry  boot ;  and,  after  the  fellow  had  been 
driven  from  the  tent,  one  of  his  staff  remarked  to  a  com- 
panion, that  he  did  not  thmk  the  genera!  had  hurt  the 
rascal. 

"  N"ever  fear,"  was  the  reply ;  "  that  boot  never  fails 
under  such  circumstances,  for  the  leather  cama  from 
Grant's  store,  in  Galena." 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE     IlEBELUON — GRiNT    V0I.UNXEEK9,    AND 


The  attacks  made  by  the  rebels  npon  the  arsenals 
and  forts  of  the  TTnitcd  States  were  enough  to  inflame  the 
patriotic  ardor  of  Grant,  as  well  as  that  of  all  the  loyal  West 
Pointers  who  had  retired  into  civil  life ;  but  when  Fort 
Snmter  was  fired  upon,  be  at  once  gave  up  his  business, 
prosperous  as  it  was,  and  tendered  h^  services  to  the  Gcv- 
emor  of  the  State  in  which  he  resided,  in  answer  to 
the  call  of  the  President  for  volunteers.  Governor  Yates, 
of  Illinois,  at  first  retained  him  near  his  person,  as  au  aide 
upon  his  staff  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  Illinois  forces, 
and  gave  him  the  responsible  position  of  mustering  officer 
of  Illinois  volunteers. 

It  is  owing  a  great  deal  to  the  enthusiastic  labors  of 
Grant,  as  mustering  officer,  that  Illinois  was  enabled  to 
turn  out  as  many  men  as  she-  did  at  the  early  stages  of  the 
war.  Her  quota  was  more  than  filled,  and  the  men  were 
speedily  put  into  the  field.  But  Grant  could  not  sit  down 
in  the  office  of  the  mustering  department  while  his  services 
weremore  actively  needed  against  the  enemy  in  the  field;  and 
he  therefore  requested,  that  the  Governor  would  give  him 
some  position  in  connection  with  one  of  the  three  years' 
regiments,  then  being  raised.  He  therefore,  about  the 
middle  of  June,  1861,  resigned  his  appointment  as  muster- 
ing officer,  and  accepted  the  colonelcy  of  the  Twenty-first 
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Re^ment  of  lilinois  Volunteers,  with  a  coiumissioo  dating 
from  June  15,  1861. 

Colonel  Grant  at  once  left  the  capital  of  the  State  to 
join  his  regiment,  then  organizing  at  Mattoon,  Illinois,  and 
removed  the  men  to  the  camp  at  Caaeyville,  where  he  per- 
sonally superintended  their  drill  and  equipment. 

As  soon  as  the  regiment  was  considered  fit  to  enter  upon 
active  duties  in  the  field,  it  was  removed  across  the  Missis- 
sippi River  into  Missouri,  and  formed  part  of  the  guard  of 
the  Hannibal  and  Hudson  Railroad,  a  line  running  across 
the  northern  part  of  the  State,  from  the  Mississippi  River 
to  St,  Joseph,  on  the  border  of  Kansas,  and  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  main  lines  which  connected  the  East  with 
the  "West. 

On  the  3l8t  of  July,  1861,  Colonel  Grant  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  troops  at  Mexico,  on  the  North  Missouri 
Raib-oad.  Colonel  Grant's  force,  at  this  time,  foi-med  a 
portion  of  Brigadier-General  John  Pope's  command,  which 
embraced  the  section  of  country  north  of  the  Missouri 
River,  then  known  as  the  "  District  of  North  MissourL" 
It  was,  however,  shortly  after  transferred  to  Pilot  Knob, 
which  was  fortified  and  garrisoned.  The  regiment  next 
marched  to  Ironton,  Missouri;  thence  to  Marble  Creek, 
which  it  garrisoned.  These  movements  occupied  moat  of 
the  time  until  about  the  23d  of  August,  1861,  when  Colo- 
nel Grant  was  detached  from  Ms  regimental  command  and 
appointed  to  tbe  rank  of  brigadier-general  of  volunteers, 
with  a  commission  dating  from  May  IT,  1861. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  relative  position  of 
General  Grant,  on  May  17,  1861,  with  the  others  of  the 
same  rank,  appointed  on  the  same  day,  and  how  each  of 
these  generals  was  employed  at  tbe  beginning  of  1864 ; 
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Generais. 

Janmiry -l.lBSi. 

Samael  P.  HeiutzeTman, 

Not  in  aotive  field  service. 

Erasmus  D.  Keyea, 

do.            do. 

Andrew  Porter, 

do.            do. 

Titz  John  Porter, 

Cashiered. 

Wm.  B.  Franklin, 

Commanding  19th  Army  Corps. 

Wm.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding   a   Department  under 

General  Girant. 

Charles  P.  Stone, 

Cliief  of  Staff  to  General  Banks, 

Don  Carlos  2uell, 

Not  in  active  field  service. 

Thomas  W.  Sherman, 

Temporarily  invalided. 

James  Oakes, 

Not  iu  service. 

John  Pope, 

Commanding     Doparfment    of   the 

Northwest. 

George  A.  McCall, 

Resigned. 

■R- illiam  R.  Montgomery, 

Not  in  active  Held  service. 

Philip  Kearney, 

Bead. 

Joseph  Hooker, 

General  Grant. 

John  W.  Plielps, 

Resigned. 

Ulysses  S.  Grant, 

. 

Joseph  J.  Keyoolds, 

Samnel  R.  Curtis, 

Hot  in  active  field  serrit*. 

Charles  S.  Hamilton, 

do.             do. 

Darius  ST.  Couch, 

Commanding    Department    of    the 

Susquehanna. 

Rufua  King, 

Foreign  Minister. 

J.  D.  Cos, 

Comm'ding  Corps  under  Gen.  Grant. 

Stephen  A.  Hurlbut, 

do.                       do. 

Franz  S^l, 

Not  in  active  field  service. 

Robert  C.  Schenck, 

In  Congress. 

B.  M.  Prentiss, 

Resigned, 

Frederick  W.  Lander, 

Dead. 

Benj.  P.  Kelly, 

em  Virginia. 

John  A.  McClemanil, 

Not  in  active  field  service. 

A.  8.  Williams, 

I  B.  Eiohardson. 

Dead. 

■William  Spraguo, 

Declined. 

James  Cooper, 

Dead. 
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By  referring  to  tlio  foregoing',  it  will  be  perceived  that 
the  name  of  Ulysses  S.  Grant  stood  No.  1? — exactly  half 
way  down  the  list, — at  the  time  he  received  his  brigadier- 
general's  commission.  When  this  naiTative  was  written, 
Gener;il  Grant  commanded  as  much  territory  and  as  many 
troops  in  the  field  as  all  the  other  thirty-three  generals 
combined — a  rapid  rise  in  position  scarcely  equalled  by 
any  officer  of  modern  times,  Napoleon  excepted. 
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POST  AND  DISTEICr 

Ab  soon  as  General  Grant  had  been  invested  with  the 
rank  and  authority  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  take  the 
command  of  a  post,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
one  at  Cairo,  and  his  forces  were  increased  by  the  addi- 
tion of  another  brigade,  which  had  been  organized  for, 
and  was  under  the  command  of,  Brigadier-General  John 
A.  MeClernand, 

The  post  at  Cairo  included  within  its  jurisdiction  the 
Missouri  shore  of  the  Mississippi  River,  from  Cape  Gi- 
rardeau to  New  Madrid,  and  the  opposite  Illinois  shore,  to 
the  point  of  land  on  which  Cairo  stood.  This  post  com- 
manded the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  was  the  key  to 
the  Upper  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri  Rivers.  Its  impor- 
tance as  a  defensive  military  position,  and  also  as  a  base 
of  operations,  at  the  early  stages  of  the  war,  was  without 
estimate ;  and  even  now  as  a  permanent  base  of  supplies, 
its  value  is  great,  and  its  loss  would  be  severely  felt  by  the 
Union  army. 

At  this  time,  the  State  of  Kentucky  was  in  that  incom- 
prehensible condition  designated  as  neutral;  but  as  the 
line  that  separated  Tennessee,  which  had  seceded,  from 
Kentucky,  which  had  not,  was  a  mere  ima^nary  one  ;  and 
as  the  rebel  forces  of  the  seceding  States  were  stationed  so 
closely  on  these  borders,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
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they  often  crowed  the  line  into  the  neutral  State,  especially 
when  it  was  to  their  advantage  so  to  do. 

General  Grant  no  sooner  found  out  that  this  course  of 
policy  was  being  adopted  by  the  rebels,  and  that  they  had 
actually  encroached  upon  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and 
were  fortifying  Columbus  and  Hickajan,  on  tfie  MisBiesippi 
River,  and  Bowling  Green,  on  the  Big  Barren  Eiver,  than 
he  ordered  the  seizure  of  Paducah,  a  valuable  post  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tennessee  River.  This  village  was  occupied 
on  September  6,  1861,  and  within  nineteen  days  he  also 
held  possession  of  Smithland,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cum- 
berland River.  By  these  movements  he  not  only  blockaded 
the  rivers  leading  up  into  the  Rebel  States,  against  the  run- 
ning of  supplies  and  contraband  articles  for  the  use  of 
those  who  were  up  in  arms  against  the  government ;  but 
he  also  secured  two  fine  bases  for  further  operations,  and 
cleared  out  the  guerillas,  who  were  trying  to  blockade  the 
Ohio  River,  below  those  points.  He  also  garrisoned  each 
of  these  places  with  a  force  sufficient  to  hold  them ;  but 
Btill  retained  his  head-quarters  at  Cairo,  which  had  then 
become  the  head-quarters  of  the  sub-department  or  Dis- 
trict of  Southeast  Missouri. 

At  the  time  when  General  Grant  took  possesion  of  Pa- 
ducah, he  found  secession  flags  flying  in  diflferent  parts  of 
the  city,  in  expectation  of  greeting  the  arrival  of  the  rebel 
forces,  which  were  reported  to  be  nearly  four  thousanii 
strong,  and  not  many  miles  distant.  The  landing  of  tliQ 
Union  troops  was  a  signal  for  a  general  uprising  of  the 
loyal  citizens  of  the  place,  who,  being  properly  supported, 
in  effect,  if  not  in  fact,  at  once  tore  down  from  the  houses 
of  the  rebel  sympathizers  the  secession  flags  which  they 
had  raised. 

General  Grant  immediately  took  possession  of  the  tele- 
graph office,  railroad  depot,  hospitals,  etc.,  and  other  points 
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of  importance,  after  which  he  issued  the  following  pro- 
clamation to  the  citizens : 

Pabocah,  Kt.,  S^lemUre,  1861. 
To  the  dtiiens  of  Faducah: 

X  am  come  among  jou,  not  as  an  enemy,  but  as  jour  felloTT-citizen. 
Not  to  maltreat  you  nor  annoy  you,  but  k)  respect  and  Snforce  the  rights 
of  all  loyal  oiljzena.  An  enemy,  iu  rebeLion  against  our  common  gov- 
ernment, haa  taken  possession  of,  and  planted  its  guna  on  the  soil  ot  Ki5ri- 
tuoky,  and  fired  upon  you,  Columbus  and  Hickman  are  in  his  hands. 
Ho  is  moving  upon  your  city.  I  am  here  to  defend  you  against  this  ene- 
my, to  assist  the  authority  and  sovereignty  of  your  government.  I  haa 
.  nothing  lo  da  wiSi  opiaums,  and  shall  deal  only  with  armed  rebellion,  and 
its  aiders  and  abettors.  You  can  pursue  your  usual  avocations  without 
fear.  The  strong  arm  of  the  government  is  here  to  protect  its  friends, 
and  punish  its  enemies.  Whenever  it  is  manifest  that  you  are  able  to 
defend  yourselyes,  and  mamtain  Hie  authority  of  the  government,  and 
protect  the  rights  of  loyal  citizens,  I  shall  withdraw  the  forces  under 
m7  commaud.  TI.  S.  Gbant,  Brig.-Gen,  Commanding. 

The  tone  of  the  above  proclamation  speaks  well  for  tlie 
temper  of  the  soldier,  who,  although  in  the  midst  of  ene- 
mies, and  with  the  power  in  his  hands,  yet  refused  to  use 
that  power  farther  than  he,  of  actual  necessity,  was  called 
upon  to  do  by  the  exigencies  of  his  position. 

General  Grant,  when  in  camp  at  Cairo,  presented  little, 
in  feet  nothing,  of  the  gewgaws  and  trappings  which  are 
generally  attached  to  the  attire  of  a  general;  and  in  this 
respect,  he  showed  a  marked  contrast  between  himself  and 
some  of  his  sub-iieutenants,  whose  bright  buttons  and  glit- 
tering shoulder-straps  were  perfectly  resplendent.  The 
general,  instead,  would  move  about  the  camp  with  his 
attire  carelessly  thrown  on,  and  left  to  fall  as  it  pleased. 
In  fact,  he  seemed  to  care  nothing  at  all  about  his  personal 
appearance,  and  in  the  place  of  the  usual  military  hat  and 
gold  cord,  he  wore  an  old  battered  black  hat,  generally 
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designated  as  a  "  stove-pipe,"  an  article  that  neither  of  his 
Bubordinates  would  have  stooped  to  pick  up,  even  if  unob- 
served. In  his  mouth  he  carried  a  black-looking  cigar, 
and  he  seemed  to  be  perpetually  smoking. 

In  connection  with  these  facts,  a  detractor  of  General 
Grant  was,  oo  one  occasion,  speaking  rather  sarcastically  of 
the  stove-pipe  General  and  his  passion  for  cigars,  when  he  was 
taken  up  by  one  cf  Grant's  friends,  who  said : "  Sudia  bright 
etove-pipe  as  Grant,  should  be  excused  for  smoking." 

Several  reconnoissances  were  made  down  the  Mississippi 
River  and  inland  from  the  Ohio  River,  and  occasionally 
skirmishes  would  also  take  place.  At  these  contests  pris- 
oners would  sometimes  be  taken  on  both  sides,  and  the 
following  correspondence  was  the  result  of  these  captures; 


Point : 

irs  of  the  Federal  armj-, 
the  Missouri  Slate  troops 


lb  the  Ctnnnianding  Qgk^  at  Cairo  and  Bi 

I  have  in  m^  camp  a  number  of  pri 
and  ara  informed  there  ace  prisoners  belong! 
m  yoTira.  I  propose  an  eichange  of  these  prisoners,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose send  Captain  Polk  of  the  artillcrj-,  and  Lieutenant  Smith  of  the 
infantry,  both  of  the  Confederate  States  Army,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to 
deliver  to  you  tliis  comiounicatioQ,  and  to  know  jour  pleasure  in  regard 
to  my  proposition. 

The  principles  recognized  in  the  eicliango  of  prisoners  effected  on 
the  3d  of  September,  between  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  of  the  Con- 
federate Army,  and  Colonel  Wallace,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  are  those  I 
propose  as  the  basia  of  that  now  contemplated. 

EespectJblly,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  Pols,  Major-  Generai  Commandmg. 

To  which  communication  General  Grant  dispatched  the 
following  reply : 

DisTHicT  OF  Southeast  Missouri, 
HEAD-QiTJiBTEns,  Cairo,  October  14,  1861. 

GusERiL; — Yours  of  this  date  ia  just  reoeivei  In  regard  \a  an 
oiohange  of  priEoners,  as  proposed,  I  can.  of  my  own  accordance,  make 
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I  recognize  no  "Southern  Confederaej"  myaalf,  but  will  oom- 
3  with  liigher  authorities  for   their  views.     Should  I  not  be 
BUEtained,  I  will  find  means  of  communicatiug  with  you. 

Eespcctfully,  your  obedient  eerrant, 

U.  S.  GtRiNT,  BHg.-Gen.  Commanding. 
To  M^'or-Geueral  Pole:,  Oolumbus,  Ky. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1861,  General  Grant  ordered  a 
portion  of  his  forces  under  Colonel  Plummer,  then  stationed 
at  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo,,  to  march  towards  Fredericktown, 
by  way  of  Jackson  and  Dallas,  and  in  conjunction  with 
Colonel  Caxlin,  who  was  moving  in  another  direction,  to 
check  the  advance  of,  and,  if  possible,  defeat  the  rebel 
forces,  then  advancing  northward  nnder  Brigadier-General 
Jeff  Thompson.  The  movement  was  a  suoeesa ;  and  on  the 
morning  of  October  21,  1861,  the  rebels  were  defeated, 
and  the  TT.  S.  troops  afterwards  returned  to  their  former 
posts.* 

Having'  thus  secured  the  information  he  required  relative 
to  the  position  of  Jeff  Thompson's  forces,  and  also  having 
learned  that  others  were  concentrating  at  the  rebel  camp 
at  Belmont,  Mo.,  General  Grant  at  the  head  of  two  brigades, 
commanded  respectively  by  General  McClercjand  and  him- 
self, left  Cairo  on  November  6,  1861,  for  that  point.  On 
the  opposite  Kentncky  shore,  the  rebels  had  fortified  a 
position  at  Columbus,  which  was  to  command  the  camp  at 
Belmont,  as  well  as  to  blockade  the  Mississippi  River, 

The  two  U.  S.  brigades  landed  at  Belmont,  at  eight 
o'clock  of  the  morning  of  November  1,  were  at  once  form- 
ed into  line  of  battle,  and  immediately  attacked  the 
rebel  works,  where  they  found  the  enemy  in  force  under 
General  Cheatham.  The  rebel  forces  were  driven  to  and 
through  their  camp,  and  their  battery  of  twelve  guns  was 

•  Seo  Appendir  A. 
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captnred.  The  camp  waa  then  burned,  and  the  enemy's 
Ijaggage  and  horses  taten.  Several  prisoners  also  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Union  troops,  and  the  attack  was  a  com- 
plete triumph. 

But  at  the  very  moment  when  victoiy  was  deemed  cer- 
tain, several  large  bodies  of  rebel  troops  from  Columbus 
and  Hickman  crossed  the  Mississippi  River,  and  re-enforced 
those  at  Belmont.  This  re-enforcement  made  the  enemy 
numerically  stronger  than  the  forces  under  General  Grant, 
and  after  another  severe  fight,  the  Union  troops  had  to 
withdraw  to  their  transports,  their  retreat  being  well 
covered  by  the  ordnance  of  the  gunboats.* 

The  following  is  from  a  private  letter  from  General 
Grant  to  his  father,  written  on  the  night  of  the  8fh : 

"  Day  l^efore  yesterday  I  left  Cairo  with  about  three  Uiousand  men  in 
five  ateamera,  convoyed  by  two  gunboats,  and  proceeded  down  the  riv- 
er to  within  about  twelve  miles  of  Columbua.  The  nest  morning  the 
boats  wore  dropped  down  just  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  batlfiries,  and 
the  troops  debarked.  During  this  operation  our  gunboats  eiercised  the 
retela  by  throwing  shells  into  their  camps  aud  batteries.  When  all 
ready,  we  proceeded  about  one  mile  toward  Behnont,  opposite  Columbus, 

•  See  Appecdii  B.  ^  '. 

[Note. — Now  that  the  clouds  which  mystifled  the -view  of  .Jhis  battle 
have  cleared  away,  it  is  far  from  established  that  theDnion  troops  were 
defeated  on  this  occasion.  General  Polk's  dispatch(Appendii  B.)  plainly 
shews  tl  e  rebels  to  have  suffered  heavily,  and  to  have  lost  part  of  their 
artillerv  Not  sho  ild  (ieneral  Grant  be  blamed  for  the  result.of  the 
espedition  He  was  ordered  to  make  the  attack,  and,  being  only  a  Dis- 
trict Commander  he  had  to  obey  his  auperior  ofScer  at  the  head  of  the 
Department  eicept  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  fighting.  That  the* 
attack  ^las  well  planned  and  brilliantly  esecuted  there  can  be  no  manner 
of  doubt,  the  troops  displaying  great  bravery ;  and  but  for  the  heavy 
re-enforcements  of  the  enemy,  Beimont  certainly  would  have  been  classed 
asoneoftiieearlyviotoriesfor  the  Dnion  arms.  All  this  is  established; 
and  had  the  North  nothing  worse  to  contemplate  than  the  affair  at  Bel- 
mont, the  record  of  the  war  would  be  almost  fltaiolesa.] 
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when  I  formed  the  troops  into  line,  and  ordered  two  companiea  from 
esch  regiment  to  deploy  as  skirmishers,  and  push  on  through  the  wooda 
and  discover  llie  position  of  the  enemy.  They  had  gone  hut  a,  little  way 
when  they  were  flred  upon,  and  tie  ball  may  be  said  to  have  fairly 
opened. 

"The  whole  command,  with  the  eiception  of  a  small  reEerve,  was  then 
deployed  in  lilie  manner  and  ordered  forward.  The  order  was  obeyed 
with  great  alacrity,  tie  men  all  showing  great  courage.  I  can  say  with 
great  gratification  that  erery  colonel,  without  a  single  esoeption,  set  an 
eiample  to  their  commands  that  inspired  a  oonfldenco  that  will  always 
insure  viotory  when  there  is  the  slightest  possibility  of  gaining  one. 
I  feel  truly  proud  to  command  such  men. 

"Prom  here  we  fought  our  way  from  tree  to  tree  through  the  woods  to 
Belmont,  about  two  and  a,  half  miles,  the  enemy  contesting  every  foot  of 
ground.  Here  tlie  enemy  had  strengthened  their  position  by  felling  the 
Irees  for  two  or  three  hundred  yards  and  sharpeniag  their  limbs,  making 
a  sort  of  abatis.  Our  men  charged  through,  makmg  the  victory  complete, 
givic^  us  possession  of  then-  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  artillery,  and 
every  thing  else. 

"  Wo  got  a  groat  mnny  prisoners.  The  majority,  however,  succeeded 
in  getting  aboard  their  steamers  and  pushing  across  the  river.  We 
burned  every  thing  possible  and  started  back,  having  accomplished  all 
that  we  went  for,  and  even  more.  Belmont  is  entirely  covered  by  the 
batteries  from  Columbus,  and  is  worth  nothing  la  a  military  position — 
cannot  be  hold  without  Oolumhus. 

"The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  send- 
ing a  force  into  Missouri  to  cut  off  troops  I  had  sent  there  for  b,  special 
purpose,  and  to  prevent  re-enforrang  Price. 

"  Besides  bmng  well  fortified  at  Columbus,  their  number  far  eioeeded 
oura,  and  it  would  have  been  folly  to  Lave  attacked  them.  We  found 
the  Confederates  well  armed  and  brave.  On  our  return,  stragglers,  that 
had  been  left  in  our  rear  (now  front),  fired  into  us,  and  more  reorossed 
tlje  river  and  gave  us  battle  for  a  full  mile,  and  afterward  at  the  boats 
whan  we  were  embarking. 

"  There  was  no  hasty  retreating  or  running  away.  Taking  into  ac- 
count the  object  of  the  eipedition,  the  victory  was  complete.  It  has 
given  us  confidence  in  the  officers  and  men  of  this  command,  that  will 
enable  us  to  lead  them  in  any  future  engagement  without  fear  of  the  re- 
sult. Gen.  McCleinand  (who,  by  the  way,  act«d  with  great  coolness 
and  courage  throughout,  and  proved  that  he  is  a  soldier  as  well  as  a 
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statesman)  and  m yself,  each  had  our  horsea  shot  undar  ua.  Most  of  the 
fleld-officerB  met  with  the  same  loss,  beside  nearly  one-third  of  them  Ije- 
ing  themselves  killed  or  wounded.  As  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  our  loss 
was  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  killed,  wounded,  and  missing." 

General  McClerDand,  in  his  official  report  of  this  battle, 
after  speakiag  of  the  hotnesa  of  the  engagemoDt,  and  nar- 
row escapes  of  some  of  Ms  oEGcei^,  makes  use  of  the 
following  words ; 

['  Here  the  projectiles  from  the  enemy's  heavy  guns  at  Columbus,  and 
their  artillery  at  Belmont,  crashed  through  the  woods  over  and  among 
ns.  *  *  *  And  here,  tco,  many  of  our  offioera  were  killed  or  wound- 
ed I  nor  ahall  I  omit  to  add,  that  this  gallant  conduct  was  stimulated  by 
your  (Grant's)  presence,  and  inspired  by  your  eiample.  Hero  your 
horse  was  killed  under  you." 

After  the  V.  S,  troops  had  returned  to  their  base  of 
operations  at  Cairo,  General  Grant  issued  the  following 
order : 

Hbab-Quabteks,  District  op  SonrHSisr  Missouri, 
Cairo,  November  8,  18S1. 
The  General  commanding  this  military  district,  returns  his  thanks  to 
the  troops  under  his  command  at  the  battle  of  Belmont  on  yesterday. 

It  has  been  his  fortune  to  have  been  in  all  the  battles  fought  in  Medeo 
by  Generals  Scott  and  Taylor,  save  Buena  Vista,  and  he  never  saw  one 
more  hotly  contested,  or  where  troops  behaved  with  more  gallantry. 

Such  courage  will  insure  victory  wherever  our  flag  may  be  borne  and 
protected  by  such  a  class  of  men 

To  the  brave  men  who  fell  the  sympathy  of  the  country  is  due,  and 
will  be  manifested  in  a  manner  unm  sttk  He 

U   b   (lElNT  B-ig.-GeiL  Commanding. 

But,  while  General  Gr^nt  wis  engiged  in  congratulating 
those  who  had  returned  safe,  he  was  not  unmindful  of  the 
Bufferera  who  had  fallen  wounded  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Knowing  the  incomplete  state  of  the  Medical  and 
Snrgica!  Departments  of  the  rebel  army  opposed  to  him,  he 
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addressed  the   following  dispatch  to  the  rebel  general 
under  a  flag  of  truce ; 

HEAD-QnAETEHa,  OlSTEIOI  OP  SOUTHEAST  MlSSOlTIfl, 

CiiBO,  November  8,  1861. 
GsTieral  commanding  forces,  Gdlii'mixis,  Ky. 

SiE; — In  the  skirmiBh  of  yeaterciay,  in.  which  both  parties  behaved 
with  so  much  gallantry,  many  unfortunate  men  were  left,  upon  the  field 
of  batUe,  whom  it  was  impoBsible  to  provide  for.  I  now  send,  in  the 
interest  of  humanity,  to  haye  these  unfortunates  collected  and  medical 
atlendaQCe  eeoured  them.  Major  'Webster,  Chief  of  Engineers,  District 
Southeast  Missouri,  goes  bearer  of  this,  and  will  eipreas  toyoumy  viewa 
upon  the  course  that  should  be  pursued  under  the  circumstacueB,  such 
as  those  of  yesterday. 

I  am,  very  respectiiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

XJ.  S.  GRiNT,  Brig.-Gea.  Commanding. 

To  this  communication,  the  commander  of  the  rebel  post 
returned  the  following  answer  : 

HEiD-tJUARTESS,  FlBST  DiVISIOS,  WE3TEEJ1  DePARTKBNT, 

Columbus,  Kt.,  Novembers,  18S1. 
Brigadier-General  U,  S.  Grant,  H.  S.  A.  .- 

I  have  received  your  note  in  regard  to  your  wounded  and  killed  on 
the  battle-field,  after  yesterday's  engagement.  The  lateness  of  the  hour 
at  which  my  troops  returned  to  the  principal  scene  of  action  prevented 
my  beatomng  the  care  upon  the  wounded  which  I  desired, 

Saoh  attentions  as  were  practicable  were  shown  them,  and  measures 
were  (alien  at  an  early  hour  this  morning  to  have  them  all  brought  into 
my  hospitals.  Provision  was  also  made  for  taking  care  of  your  dead. 
The  permission  you  deinre  under  your  flag  of  truce  to  aid  in  attention  to 
your  wounded,  is  granted  with  pleasure,  under  such  restrictions  as  the 
Biigencies  of  our  service  may  require.  In  your  note  you  say  nothing  of 
an  e  j:ohange  of  prisoners,  though  you  send  me  a  private  message  as  to  your 
willingness  to  release  certain  wounded  men,  and  some  invalids  takcu 
from  our  list  of  sick  in  camps,  and  eipect,  in  return,  a  corresponding 
number  of  your  wounded  prisoners.  My  own  feelings  would  prompt 
me  to  waive  agam  the  unimportant  affectation  of  declining  to  recognize 
these  States  as  heUigerects,  in  the  Interests  of  humuuty ;  bat  my  gov- 
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ernment  reqniros  a]l  prisoners  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Seora- 
tary  of  War.  I  have  diapatched  him  to  linow  if  the  oase  of  the  Heverel y 
id  held  by  me  will  form  an  exception. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  serranl, 

L.  Pole,  Major-  General  C.  3.  A. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


DISTEICT   OF   CAIRO. — GRAND   KBCONXOISSANCE. 

Aptek  Genr^ral  Halleck  had  assumed  tbe  command  of 
the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  he  began  to  organize  the 
same  into  proper  military  districts,  so  as  to  allow  each  dis- 
trict commander  to  have  full  control  of  the  section  of 
country  embraced  within  his  lines. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1861,  General  Halleck,  appre- 
ciating the  military  ability  of  General  Grant,  issued  an 
order  defining  what  should  constitute  the  District  of  Cairo, 
and  extending  the  command  until  it  became  one  of  the 
largest  divisions  in  the  country.  He  then  appointed  General 
Grant  to  be  chief  commander  of  the  same.  In  accordance 
with  that  appointment,  General  Grant  assumed  the  com- 
mand of  the  new  district  on  December  21,  1861,  and 
announced  the  same  in  the  following  order : 

IlBiD-QuiRTERS,  DiSTniCT  OP  CaIRO, 

Cairo,  December  21,  1861. 
[General  Order  No.  22.] 

la  pursuance  of  Special  Order  ITo.  're,  from  Head-Quarters.  Depart- 
ment of  Hie  Missouri,  tlie  name  of  this  Mil'ta  y  D"  t  'ot  ill  be  koovr: 
as  tlie  "  Bistrict  of  Cairo,"  and  will  include  all  the  on  hem  part  of  llli 
nois,  that  part  of  Kentucky  west  of  the  f  mbe  1  nd  RTer,  and  the 
southern  counties  of  Missouri,  south  of  Cape  G  ar    an 

The  force  at  Shawneetown  will  be  under  e  mmel  a  e  cotnraand  of 
Colonel  T.  H.  Cayanaugh,  Siith  Illinois  C  y  y  wh  n  1  coEsoHdate 
the  reports   of   his  command  weekly,  and    o  wa  d   to     heao  heod- 
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All  troopa  tliat  are,  or  inaj'bei  stationed  ?long  tha  banks  of  the  Ohio, 
on  both  aides  of  the  river,  oast  of  Caledonia,  and  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Cumberland,  will  be  included  in  the  command,  having  head-quartera  at 
Paducah,  Ky. 

Brigadier-General  H,  A.  Paine  ia  assigned  to  the  commaud  of  the 
forces  at  Bird's  Point,  Missouri. 

All  supplies  of  ordnance,  Quarter-Master  and  Conimisaarj  stores,  will 
be  obtained  through  the  chiefs  of  each  of  these  depaitmenta,  at  district 
head-quarters,  where  not  otherwise  provldtd  for. 

For  tbe  information  of  that  portion  of  this  command,  newlj  attached, 
the  following  list  of  Staff  OtBcers  is  published : 

Captain  John  A.  Kawlins,  Aasistaot  Adjutant-GeneraL 

Captain  Clarlj  B,  Lagow,  Aide-de-Camp. 

Captdn  Wm.  S.  Hillyer,  Aide-de-Camp. 

Major  John  Ri^in,  Jr.,  Volunteer  Aide-de-Camp. 

Captain  R,  B.  Hatch,  Assistant  Quarter-Master  XJ.  S.  Tolunteers, 
Chief  Quarter-Master, 

Captain  W.  W.  leland,  A.  C,  S.  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Chief  Commissary. 

Capt^n  W.  P.  Brindt,  Ordnance  Officer. 

Surgeon  James  Simons,  U.  S.  A.,  Medical  Director. 

Assistant  Surgeon,  J.  P.  Taggart,  U,  8.  A-,  Medical  Purveyor. 

Major  I.  N.  Cooli,  Pay-Master. 

Colonel  J.  D.  Webster,  Chief  of  Staff,  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
By  order,  tJ,  S.  Grant,  Brig.-Oen.  Commandrng. 

General  Grant  at  once  began  organizing,  under  his  per- 
sonal supervision,  the  new  troopa  added  to  his  command, 
and  aa  soon  as  deemed  fit  for  such  service,  they  were  sent 
to  the  various  posts  belonging  to  the  district,  incIinSing 
Fort  Jefierson  and  Paducaii,  in  Kentucliy.  By  this  plaa 
of  operation  General  Grant  had  all  his  troopa  well  in  hand, 
and  yet  so  distributed  that  it  was  a  matter  of  great  diffi- 
culty, if  not  an  actual  impossibility,  for  the  enemy  to  learn 
his  strength. 

On  the  lOtb  of  January,  the  forces  under  the  immediate 
command  of  General  MoClernand,  left  Cairo  in  transports, 
and  disembarked  at  Fort  Jefferson.  The  transports  were 
protected  by  two  gunboats,   which  were  next  ordered 
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to  lie  off  the  foi-t.  The  rebels,  with  three  armed  vessels, 
attacked  these  gunboats  the  next  moruing ;  but,  after  a 
brisk  engagement,  had  to  beat  a  retreat — the  Union  vessels 
chasing  them  until  they  took  refuge  under  the  guns  of 
Columbus. 

As  picket  shooting  had  existed  to  a  fearful  extent  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cairo,  General  Grant,  on  the  llth  of  January, 
issued  an  order,  as  follows  : 

HESD-QuABTEfis,  Oairo,  January  11,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Paise,  Bird's  Point: 
I  understand  that  four  of  o'jr  pickets  were  shot  this  morning.     If  tliis 
so,  and  appearancea  iudicato  that  the  aasaeeins  were  citizens,  not 
regularly  organized  in  the  rebel  army,  the  whole  country  shouid  be 
cleared  out  for  aa  miles  around,  and  word  given  that  all  citizens,  mak- 
their  appearance  within  those  limits,  are  liable  to  be  shot, 
'o  Bieouto  this,  patrols  sliould  be  sent  out  in  all  directions  and  bring 
I  camp,  at  Bird's  Point,  all  citizens,  together  w  th  their  s  bsistenoe 
aid  require  them  to  remain,  under  penalty  of  dcitti  and  destrucUon  of 
;heic  property,  until  properly  reheved 
Let  no  liarm  befall  these  people  if  they  qmeHy  submit    but  bring 
in  and  plaise  them  in  camp  below  the  breastwork  and  ha>e  them 
properly  guarded. 

Tlie  iatentioii  is  not  to  make  pohltcal  pnsoytsrs  o/  these  peopk,  hut  to  cut 
offa^ngsTOus  daa^f  spies. 

This  applies  to  all  classes  and  conditions,  age  and  sei.     If,  however, 

women  and  children  prefer  other  protection  than  we  can  afford  them, 

they  may  be  allowed  to  retire  beyond  the  limits  indicated— not  to  return 

until  authorized. 

By  order  of  U.  3.  Gkabt,  Brij;.- Cera.  Commanding, 

As  General  Grant  states  in  the  above  order,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  keep  spies  away  from  his  vicinity,  as  he  was  then 
about  to  start  on  a  perilous  expedition.  He  had  already 
divided  his  forces  into  three  columns — under  Generals 
Paine,  McCiernand,  and  C.  F.  Smith— General  Grant  com- 
maading  the  whole  expedition  in  person. 
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Before  slavting  on  this  adventnre,  General  Grant  issued 
the  following  order  to  his  troops : 

HBAr-QDAHTEHS,    DISTRICT   OF    CaISO, 

Cairo,  Jamiary  13,  1S62. 
IGfneral  Order  Ko.  3.] 

During  the  absenca  of  the  eipeailioo,  now  starting  upon  soil  occu- 
pied almost  solely  by  tha  rebel  army,  and  when  it  is  a  faic  inference  that 
every  stranger  metis  an  enemy,  the  following  orders  will  be  observed: 

Troops,  on  jaarehiag,  willbe  kept  in  the  ranks;  company  officers  being 
held  strictly  accountable  for  all  stragglers  from  tlicir  companies.  Ko 
firing  will  be  allowed  in  camp  or  on  the  march,  not  strictly  required  in 
the  performance  of  duty.  While  in  camp,  no  privilege  will  be  granted 
to  officers  or  soldiers  to  leave  their  regimental  grounds,  and  all  violations 
of  this  order  must  be  prompUy  and  summarily  punished. 

Disgrace  having  been  brought  upon  our  brave  fellows  by  the  bad 
conduct  of  Bomo  of  their  members,  showing  on  all  ocoasions,  when 
marching  through  territory  ocaiipied  by  eympathizera  of  the  enemy,  a 
total  disregard  of  the  rights  of  citizens,  and  being  guilty  of  wanton  de- 
struction of  private  property,  the  genera]  commsa^ag  dexires  andinlends 
to  enforce  a  change  in  this  respect, 

The  interpreting  of  oonflsoatiou  acta  by  troops  themselves  has  a  de- 
moralizing effect— weakens  them  in  eiact  proportions  to  tlie  demoraliza- 
tion, and  makes  open  and  armed  enemies  of  many  who,  from  opposite 
treatment,  would  ijeoome  friends,  or,  at  most,  non-combatants. 

It  is  ordered,  therefore,  that  the  severest  punishment  be  inflicted 
upon  every  soldier  who  is  guilty  of  taking,  or  destroying,  private  property ; 
and  any  commissioned  officer,  guilty  of  like  conduct,  or  of  countenancing 
it,  shall  be  deprived  of  his  sword  and  eipelled  from  the  camp,  not  to  be 
permitted  to  return. 

On  the  march,  cavalry  advance  guards  will  be  thrown  out,  also 
flank  guards  of  cavalry  or  infantry,  when  praolioable.  A  rear-guard 
of  in&ntry  will  be  required  to  sea  that  no  teams,  baggage,  or  disabled 
soldiers  are  left  behind.  It  will  bo  the  duty  of  company  commanders  to 
see  that  rolls  of  their  company  are  called  immediately  upon  golug  into 
camp  each  day,  and  every  member  accounted  for. 

By  order,  U.  8.  Grant,  Brig.-Gen.  Comraanding. 

On  the  morning  of  Tnesd-^iy,  January  14,  1862,  General 
MeClernand's  column  moved  forward  from  Fort.  Jefferson, 
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and  the  columns  under  Generals  Paine  and  Smltli,  at  Padn- 
cah,  commenced  similar  movements.  The  thi'ee  columns 
combined  made  a  force  of  nineteen  regiments  of  infantry, 
four  regiments  of  volunteer  cavalry  two  companies  of  reg 
ular  cavalry,  and  seien  batteries  of  artiUeri 

At  the  time  this  expedition  commenced  its  mirch  the 
Mississippi  River  was  neaily  filled  with  floating  ice  thus 
making  the  transportation  of  troops  a  serious  diflicultv 
Demonstrations  were  made  by  Geneial  McClermnd  s 
column,  aa  if  with  the  mtention  of  attacking  Columbus  in 
the  rear,  by  way  of  Blandville,  Ky.,  while  the  real  object 
was  to  concentrate  with  the  troops  marching  from  Padu- 
cah,  Ky.  The  feint  proved  successful,  and  a  great  alarm 
was  manifested  by  the  rebel  forces  in  Columbus. 

As  General  McCIernand's  column  advanced,  it  was  at 
intervals  joined  by  a  regiment  from  the  other  columns,  and, 
on  the  night.of  January  IBth,  his  force  encamped  In  lino  of 
battle  ten  miles  to  the  rear  of  Columbus,  threatening  that 
post  by  two  roads. 

Here  General  Grant,  who  had  been  with  the  column 
from  Paducah,  came  up  with  this  part  of  the  expedition, 
and  personally  superintended  the  disposition  of  the  troops. 

The  first  division  was  next  morning  marched  to  Miib^irn, 
apparently  en  route  for  Mayfield  ;  but  instead  of  following 
that  path,  the  troops,  after  passing  through  Milbum,  turned 
northward,  so  as  to  communicate  with  the  force  from 
Paducah;  and,  on  the  IVth,  were  within  eight  miles  of 
Lovelaceville.  They  then  turned  westward,  and,  on  the 
nights  of  the  18th  and  19th,  encamped  about  a  mile  from 
Blandville.  On  Jannary  20th,  the  column  returned  to  Fort 
Jefferson.  During  the  interval  between  the  i4th  and  20th 
of  January,  the  infantry  of  this  column  marched  over 
seventy-five  miles,  and  the  cavalry  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  miles,  over  ioy  and  miry  roads,  and  during  a  most 
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inclement  season.  Thia  march  was  a  very  heavy  one  for 
troops  who  had  never  before  been  in  the  field.  The 
reeonooissance  developed  the  fact,  that  the  rebel  army  was 
not  in  large  force  west  of  the  Paducah  and  Mayfield  rail- 
road, except,  perhaps,  in  the  rebel  works  at  Columbus,  and 
led  to  the  discovery  of  valuable  side-roads,  not  laid  down 
in  any  map  of  that  time.  It  also  showed  that  Colum.bus 
was  far  from  being  as  strong  as  was  supposed,  and  that  it 
could  be  attacked  in  the  rear  by  several  different  roads, 
along  which  large  forces  of  troops  could  be  moved. 

As  soon  as  General  Grant  had  communicated  with 
General  McClernand,  at  his  encampment,  on  the  night  of 
the  15th,  and  had  received  his  report,  he  at  once  discovered 
the  mere  shell  of  rebel  defence  which  held  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  allowing  General  McClemand's 
column  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  an  advance,  he  with- 
drew the  other  two  columns  to  Cairo.  He  had,  in  fact, 
accomplished  and  ascertained  all  that  he  had  desired  when 
he  first  moved. 

During  the  fall  and  winter  of  1861,  several  gunboats  had 
been  ordered  to  be  constrocted  on  the  Mississippi  River, 
above  Cairo,  and  by  this  time  the  majority  of  them  were 
completed.  In  order  to  obtain  sailors  to  man  these  gun- 
boats, General  Grant  issued  the  following  important  order : 


Commandera  of  Eo^ments  "will  report  to  tJieae  head-quarters,  mithoiil 
delay,  the  number  of  river  and  Beafaring  men  of  their  respective  com- 
mands, who  are  willing  to  te  transferred  from  the  military  to  the  gua- 
boat  service.  Seeing  tlie  importance  of  fitting  out  our  gunboats  aa 
speedily  aa  possible,  it  ia  hoped  there  will  be  no  delay  or  objections 
raised  by  company  or  regimental  oommandera  in  responding  to  thia  calL 
Men  thus  vohmteering  will  be  discharged  at  the  end  of  one  year,  or  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  should  it  terminate  sooner. 

Byorder,  U.  S.  Grant,  Brig.-Gea.  CommawUng. 
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A  few  days  afterwards,  General  MeClBmand'a  forces 
were  withdrawn  from  Kentucky,  and  again  rendezvoused 
at  Cairo,  tlie  commander  being  placed  in  temporary  cliarge 
of  the  District  during  the  necessary  absence  of  General 
Grant. 
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CHAPTER  Vin. 

FOETS  HENET    AJJD 


A  FEW  days  soon  dereloped  the  wliole  object  of  the 
moYcment  made  by  General  Grant's  forces  in  the  westerii 
part  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.  It  must  also  not  be  for- 
gotten, that  his  troops  still  held  the  posts  at  Paducah  and 
Smithlimd,  at  the  mouth^f  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland 
Rivers. 

By  keeping  up  a  false  show  of  an  advance  upon  the  rear 
of  Columbus,  which  had  several  times  been  attacked  in  the 
front  by  armed  vessels,  the  rebels  were  led  to  believe  that 
post  to  be  in  actual  danger,  and  consequently  concentrated 
all  their  available  forces  in  that  vicinity. 

In  the  mean  time,  General  Grant  was  preparing  for  an 
advance  into  the  State  of  Kentucky,  by  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent route,  and,  to  have  his  forces  well  in  hand,he  issued 
the  following  order  brigading  the  same  :    - 

Heid-Quaeters,  District  of  Caibo, 
Cairo,  Ftiraary  1,  1862. 
[General  Order  No.  6.] 

Por  temporary  government,  the  forces  of  tliis  101111317  diatriet  will  be 
divideii  and  commanded  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  First  Brigade  will  consist  of  the  Eighth,  Eighteenth,  Twenty- 
seventli,  Twenty-ninth,  Tliirtieth,  and  Thirty-first  Regiments  of  Illinoia 
Volunteers,  Schwartz's  and  Dresser's  batteries,  and  Stewart's,  Dollic's, 
O'Harnett's,  and  CarmichaeVs  cavalry.  Colonel  R.  J.  Oglesby,  senior 
colonel  of  the  brigade,  oommanding. 

The  Second  Brigade  will  consist  of  the  Eleventh,  Twentieth,  Forty- 
fifth,  and  Forty-eighth  lUinoia  Infantry,  Fourtli  Iliinois  Cavalry,  Taylor's 
and  McAllister's  Artillery.  (The  latter  with  four  siege-guns.)  Colonel 
'  W.  H.  L.  Wallace  commanding. 

The  First  and  Second  Brigades  will  constitute  the  First  Division  of  the 
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District  of  Cairo,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Brigadior-General  Join 
A.  MfiClernand. 

TiiB  Tliird  Brigade  wiE  consist  of  the  Eiglith  Wiieinsin,  Forty-niatli . 
Iliaoia,  Twenty-fifth  ludiaua,  four  companies  of  artillery,  and  aucll 
troopa  as  are  yet  to  arrive.    Brigadier-General  E.  A.  Paine  commanding. 

The  Fourth  Brigade  will  be  composed  of  the  Tenth,  Sixteenth,  Twenty- 
seooiid,  and  Thirty-third  Illinois,  and  the  Tenth  Iowa  Infantry ;  Hon- 
taling'3  battery  of  Light  Artillery,  four  companies  of  tlie  SevenlJi  and 
two  companies  of  the  First  Illinois  Cavalry.  Colonel  Morgan  com- 
manding. 

General  E,  A.  Paine  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  Cairo  and  Kouad 
City,  and  Colonel  Morgan  to  the  command  at  Bird's  Point. 

By  order  of  U,  S.  Gbant,  Brig.-Gen.  Commanding. 

Jons  A.  Rawlins,  A.  A.-G. 

A  subsequent  order  placed  General  E.  A.  Paioe  in  com- 
mand at  Cairo. 

Tills  order  having  been  publicly  announced,  if  it  evun 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels — and  there  was  but  little 
doubt  that  such  would  be  the  case— would  give  them  the 
idea  that  the  above  were  all  the  troops  that  eomprlBed 
the  forces  under  General  Grant ;  whereas  the  divisions  then 
organizing  under  Generals  C.  F.  Smith  and  Lewis  Wallace, 
at  the  posts  of  Paducah  and  Smithland,  are  not  mentioned 
at  all. 

General  Grant,  having  secured  his  base,  left  Cairo  on  the 
night  of  February  2d,  and,  with  Generals  McClemand  and 
Smitb's  Divisions,  soon  after  began  moving  from  Paducah 
upon  Fort  Henry,  a  defensive  w^ork  erected  near  the  border- 
line of  the  States  of  Keiitncky  and  Tennessee,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Tennessee  River,  so  as  to  command  the  stream 
at  thai  point.  The  gunboats  had  also  advanced  up  that 
river  from  the  Ohio,  and  at  about  half-past  eleven  o'clock, 
on  the  morning  of  February  6, 1882,  opened  fire  upon  the 
works.  After  about  two  hours  and  a  quarter's  engagement, 
the  rebels,  finding  their  retreat  cut  off  by  the  Union  troops 
in  the  rear,  lowered  their  Sag,  and  the  work  and  garrison 
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surrendered  before  the  military  forces  were  called  into 
action.  General  Grant,  however,  arrived  at  the  fort  with- 
in an  hour  after  it  had  capitulated,  when  Commodore  Footo 
gave  up  the  post  and  his  prisoners  into  the  hands  of  the 
military.* 

General  Grant,  as  a  conqueror,  possessed  the  virtue  and 
true  nobleness  of  character  which  plainly  set  forth  the 
imprint  of  the  hero.  The  captured  General  Tighlman  thus 
speaka  of  him  in  his  report  to  the  rebel  authorities  : 

FoBT  Henet,  libmary  9,  1863. 
Colonel  W.  W.  Mackall,  A.  A.-General,  O.  S.  A.,  Bouiling  Green.: 

Slit; — ThroKgh  tin  crmrUsy  o/ Brigadier-GeneralTJ.  S.  Grant,  com- 
manding Federal  forces,  I  am  permitkd  to  communicate  with  you  In 
relation  to  the  reault  of  the  aoSon  between  the  fort  under  mj  command 
at  thia  place,  and  the  Federal  gunboats,  on  yesterday. 

At  eleven  o'elook  and  forty  minutee,  on  yesterday  moming,  tha  enemy 
engaged  the  fort  with  aeren  gunboats,  mounting  Sfty-four  guns.  I  prompt- 
ly returned  their  Are,  with  the  eleven  giina  from  Fort  Henry  bearing  on 
the  river.  The  action  was  maintained  with  great  bravery  by  the  force 
under  my  command  until  ten  minutes  before  two  p.  a.,  nt  which  time 
I  bad  but  four  guns  fit  for  service.  At  five  minutes  before  two,  finding 
it  impossible  to  maintain  the  fort,  and  wishing  to  spare  the  lives  of  the 
gallant  men  under  my  commaud,  and  on  consultation  with  my  olHcers, 
I  surrendered  the  fort.  Our  caKualties  are  amall.  The  effect  of  our 
shot  WES  severely  felt  by  tlie  enemy,  whose  superior  and  overwhelming 
force  alone  gave  them  the  advantage. 

The  surrender  of  Fort  Henry  involves  that  of  Captain  Taylor,  Lieu- 
tenant Watts,  Lieutenant  "Weller,  and  one  other  ofEoer  of  artillery  ;  Cap- 
tains Hayden  and  MLUer,  of  the  engineers ;  Capt^na  ELL.  Jones  and 
MoLaughlin,  Quartermaster's  Department;  A.  A.-General  McConnico 
and  myself,  with  some  fifty  privates  and  twenty  siolt,  togeHier  with  all 
n  and  about  the  fort, 

result  with  deep  regret,  but  feel  that  I  performed 
my  whole  duty  in  the  defence  of  my  post. 

*  It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  General  Grant's  report  and  order 
(Appendlj  C),  that  the  disposition  of  the  troops  was  perfectly  satiafac- 
*tory,  and  must  have  secured  a  victory,  even  if  Hie  gunboats  had  Jiotocoom- 
plished  that  object. 
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I  take  occasion  to  bear  testimony  to  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  and 
men  uiider  my  cnininatnl.  They  maintaiaed  their  position  with  conaum- 
mate  bravery,  as  longM  there  was  any  hope  of  auccesa.  I  also  taix  great 
pleasure  m  ocijiowiftij^inj  ifto  coMrteHes  and  consideraHon  sJioma  by  Briga- 
dier-Oejieral  U.  S.  Oraat  and  Commodore  Foots,  atid  the  offkers  under 
their  cor/wiand. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 
■    iLOTD  TiGHLMAN,  Brig.-Goi.  C.  B.  A. 

The  reduction  of  Fort  Heniy  was  but  a  portion  of  the 
grand  work  that  was  to  be  accomplished  ;  therefore,  Gene- 
ral Grant  had  no  time  to  waste  in  sitting  and  contempla- 
ting the  result  of  his  movements,  even  if  he  had  so  wished. 
He  at  once  ordered  all  available  troops  in  his  district  to 
be  sent  to  his' command,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of 
February,  re-enforcements  left  Cairo,  under  orders  to  join 
bim  on  the  strip  of  Keotucky  land  which  lies  between  the 
Cumberland  and  Tennessee  Rivers. 

Having  properly  disposed  of  these  troops,  in  brigades 
and  divisions,  he  placed  the  latter  under  the  command  of 
the  following  generals : 

First  Division,  Acting  Major-General  J.  A.  McClernand. 

Second  Division,  Acting  Major-Geceral  0.  P.  Smith. 

Third  Division,  Acting  Major-Qeneral  Lewis  WallacB. 

The  last-meDtioned  division  assembled  at  Sraithland,  and 
moved  from  that  place  towards  the  objective  point. 

On  the  evening  of  Febraary  1 1th,  General  Grant  issued 
the  following  important  order: 

HEAB-QUiRTBES,  DISTRICT  OF  CaIRO, 

Fort  Henbt,  Thnh.,  Feb.  11,  1862. 
[ffeneral  FiM  Orders,  No.  12.] 

The  troops  designated  in  GJenera!  Field  Orders  No.  9  will  move  to- 
morrow, as  Bpeedily  as  possible,  in  the  following  order : 

One  brigade  of  the  First  Division  will  move  by  Uie  Telegraph  road  di* 
reotly  upon  Fort  Donelaon,  halting  for  further  orders  at  a  distance  of  two 
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miles  from  Ihe  fort.  The  other  brigades  of  the  First  Division  will  move 
by  the  Dover  Ridge  road,  and  halt  at  the  same  distance  from  the  fori, 
and  throw  out  troopa  so  as  to  form  a  continuous  line  between  the  two 

The  two  brigades  of  the  Second  Division,  now  at  Fort  Henrj,  will 
follow  as  rapidly  aa  practicable,  by  tho  Dover  road,. and  will  be  followed 
by  the  troops  from  Fort  Ueiman,  as  fast  as  they  can  be  ferried  across 
the  river. 

One  brigade  of  the  Second  Division  should  be  thrown  into  Dover  to 
cut  of  all  retreat  iytheriver,  if  found  practicable  to  do  so. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  being  so  variously  reported,  it  is  impossible  to 
give  exact  details  of  attack ;  bat  the  necessary  orders  will  ho  given  on 
the  field. 
By  order  of  Brig.-Gea.  U.  3.  Gaisr,   Commanding. 

John  a.  Bawlihs  A.  A.-G. 

In  accoi'dance  with  the  above  order,  the  troops  moved 
from  Fort  Henry  on  the  morning  of  February  12,  and 
being  well  started,  were  soon  followed  by  General  Grant 
and  staff.  The  troops  moved  rapidly,  and  by  noon  the  ad- 
vance of  tho  First  Division  came  upon  the  rebel  outposts 
and  drove  in  tho  pickets. 

General  Grant  soon  got  his  troopa  into  line  of  battle,  and, 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  holding  the  high  ground, 
ordered  the  hills  to  be  occupied  by  our  forces.  The 
movement  was  made  in  line  of  battle  order,  and  gallantly 
executed — the  men  pushing  forward  with  even  front 
through  brush,  over  brooks  and  fences,  until  the  desired 
point  had  been  reached — speaking  volumes  for  their  drill 
and  discipline. 

Reconnoitring  forces  were  sent  out  and  slight  skirmish- 
ing ensued ;  but  after  the  woods  had  been  thoroughly 
scoured,  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  all  the  enemy's  main 
forces  were  in  Genera!  Grant's  front. 

The  proper  dispositions  were  made  of  the  troojjs  ;  the 
First  Division  forming  the  right  of  the  extended  line,  the 
extreme  right  resting  on  Dover,  while  the  Second  Division 
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occupied  tlie  left,  its  extreme  exten^ling  to  a  creek  on  tiie 
north  of  the  fort.  In  this  order  they  passed  the  night, 
without  any  disturbance  worthy  of  mention. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  February,  the  gunhoiit 
Carondelet,  under  the  direction  of  General  Grant,  approach- 
ed the  fort  by  the  Cumberland  River,  and  an  engagement, 
■which  lasted  two  hours,  ensued,  when  the  boat  was  with- 
drawn. The  object  of  this  attack  was  to  give  time  for  the 
other  gunboats  and  the  troops  belonging  to  the  Third 
Division  to  arrive  by  way  of  the  river. 

The  gunboats  and  troops  having  joined  General  Grant, 
preparations  were  made  to  attack  the  rebel  works  by  a 
concerted  action  of  both  the  military  and  naval  forces. 

At  two  o'clock  on  February  14th,  the  gunboats  moved  up 
the  river  and  received  the  fire  of  the  batteries.  The  water 
battery  was  silenced  and  the  gunners  driven  from  their 
position  ;  but  the  plunging  shots  from  the  upper  batteries 
having  crippled  the  flag-ship,  by  shattering  her  wheel  and 
pilot-house,  and  otherwise  injuring  the  other  vessels,  Com- 
modore Foote  ordered  a  withdrawal  from  the  action.  And 
thus  ended  the  contest  on  the  14th. 

General  Grant  now  determined  to  thoroughly  invest  the 
fort,  and  either  reduce  it  by  siege,  or  wait  until  the  gun- 
boats could  be  repaired.  A  change,  for  that  purpose,  was 
therefore  made  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops.  A  sortie 
of  the  enemy  the  next  morning,  however,  caused  General 
Grant  somewhat  to  alter  his  plans  of  operation. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  a  heavy  body  of  rebel 
troops  attacked  the  extreme  right  of  General  Grant's  line. 
The  suddenness  of  the  attack,  as  well  as  the  overpowering 
numbers  of  the  enemy  on  that  particular  portion  of  the 
Kne,  caused  the  Union  troops  to  give  way,  after  a  very 
stubborn  resistance,  and  the  rebels  captured  two  batteries 
of  artillery.     Re-en forcements  were  soon  sent  up  by  the 
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general  in  command,  and  after  a  desperate  stni^le,  in 
which  "soth  armies  displayed  great  bravery  and  endurance, 
all  the  captured  guns  but  three  were  retaken. 

The  rebels  were  then  also  re-enforced,  and  made  arenewed 
and  violent  attack  upon  the  wearied  troops,  who  were  again 
compelled  to  give  way.  On  rushed  the  enemy,  with  fright- 
ful yells,  flanking  the  Union  forces,  with  every  project  of 
fiuaj  success.  Other  Union  regiments  were  then  brought 
into  action  ;  but,  by  mistake,  they  took  their  friends  for 
the  enemy,  and  caused  some  serioiie  loss  in  one  of  the 
wearied  regiments,  thus  increasing  the  confusion.  An- 
other Union  brigade  was  brought  into  action,  with  similar 
results;  but  the  rebels  had  so  concentrated  their  forces  that 
the  new  arrivals  also  had  to  fall  back. 

On  another  part  of  the  line,  in  obedience  to  General 
Grant's  orders,  the  Union  troops  had  driven  back  the 
enemy  with  great  gallantry ;  but,  in  spite  of  this  success, 
the  day  appeared  to  be  iost ;  and,  although  to  ordinary  ob- 
servers the  prospect  was  dreary,  General  Grant  seemed  to 
perceive  a  most  encouraging  future. 

The  reports  of  the  various  commanders  were  handed  in 
to  him  at  his  head -quarters,  and  on  comparing  them  he  said 
to  one  of  hie  staff:  "  Good !  we  have  them  now  exactly 
where  we  want  them."  General  Grant  then  ordered  General 
C.  F.  Smith  to  make  a  strong  assault  on  the  left  of  the  line, 
and  to  carry  the  position,  no  matter  at  what  sacrifice.  He 
also  directed  certain  movements  on  the  right,  with  the  in- 
tention of  not  only  recovering  the  lost  ground,  but  also  to 
gain  a  solid  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works. 

General  Smith  carried  out  his  orders  with  praiseworthy 
gallantry,  and  the  position  was  gained,  after  a  very  despe- 
rate struggle.  The  column  of  attack  moved  forward  with- 
out firing  a  gun,  charged  desperately  upon  the  works,  and 
drove  the  rebe!s_out  of  them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
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It  was  a  brave  assault,  and  reflects  honor  on  every  man 
engaged  in  it. 

The  position  was  occupied,  and  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  waved  over  the  worlis ;  hut  the  loss  with  which  it 
was  purchased  was  enormous.  The  success,  however, 
which  attended  the  a'lsault,  inspired  the  troops  with  both 
hope  and  courage,  and  all  along  the  lines  rang  the  wildest 
shouts  of  enthusiasm.  The  heights  were  all  carried  by 
storm;  and  when  the  dty ended,  notwithstandmg  the disaa- 
tersthat  had  attended  the  contest  in  the  morning,  the  Union 
army  held  a  better  position  than  they  had  ever  had  before. 

The  soldiers  again  slept  on  their  anna,  with  the  intention 
of  renewing  the  attack  at  daybreak;  but  the  morning  sun 
found  a  flag  of  truce  wiving  over  the  enemy's  works.  The 
rebels  wished  to  treat  for  a  surrender. 

The  following  correspondence  then  passed  between  the 
mding  generals  of  the  contending  armies : 


GEKGSAL  B 

HBin-QuABTEsa,  Fort  Doneisos, 
Febrwiry  IG,  1863. 
—In  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  goreming  the  preeeQt 
n  of  affairs  at  this  station,  I  propose  to  tlie  commanding  officer 
of  the  Pederal  forces  tio  appointment  of  oommiasioners  to  agree  upon 
terms  of  capitulation  of  the  forces  and  fort  under  my  command,  and  ia 
tliat  view  suggest  an  armistice  until  twelve  o'clock  to-day. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respeoifullj,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BncKSBK,  Bng.-Gen.  C.  S.  A. 
To  Brigadier-Groneral  GaANT,  commanding   the  United  Siaks  forixa 
near  Fort  Dortt-lson. 

To  the  bearer  of  this  dispatch  General  Buckner  gave 
the  following  orders : 

HEAD-QtTABTERS,    FOBT    DOHBLSON, 
Febraary  16,   1362. 
Major  Cashy  will  take  ox  send  liy  an  officer,  to  the  nearest  picket  ot 
ttie  enemy,  the  accompanyii^  communication  to  General  Grant,  and  ro- 
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quest  information  of  the  point  where  future  communication  may  reacli 
him ;  aiao  inform  him  that  mj  head  q  a  a  will  be  for  the  present,  in 
Doier, 

S    B    Bu  liNER,  Brigadier- General. 
Have  the  white  flag  hoisted  on  F       D  ne         not  on  the  batterj-. 
3   B   B     liNBR,  Brigadier- GeneraL 

The  comnmnication  reached  General  Grant  in  due  course 
of  time  ;  but  it  did  not  take  him  long  to  make  up  his  mind 
as  to  his  reply.  In  a  few  minutes,  the  following  document 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  bearer  of  General  Buekner's 
message : 

HEAD-QuiBTBSa,    ASUT  tN  TIIE  FIBI.D, 
Camp  iraAtt  Dosblson,  Feb.  18, 1862. 
To  General  S.  B.  Bcoknbb,  Confederate  Army : 

Yours  of  this  date,  proposing  an  armistice  and  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  settle  terms  of  capitulation,  is  just  received.    No  terms 
oilier  than  an  awanditionai  and  immediaie  suTrender  can  le  accepted, 
propose  to  m/me  iminedialely  upon  your  vporla. 

I  am,  sir,  TBry  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

n.  S.  Gbant,  BHg.-Gen.  U.  S.  A.,  Commajiding. 

The  reply  was  far  from,  a  pleasing  one  to  the  rebel  cotn- 
jiiaiider  ;  but,  on  looking  aroTiiid  his  position,  he  found  he 
could  not  stand  another  assault,  and  bis  followers  ivere 
anxious  for  a  cessation  of  the  strife.  He  therefore  sent 
the  following  acceptation  of  General  Grant's  terms  of 
(■.i]iit\ilation ; 

Hbad-Qdaetehs,  Dover,  Teskessbe, 
February  16,  1S62. 
To  Brigadier-General  U.  S.  Geant,  IT.  S.  A. : 

SiR: — The  distribution  of  tho  forces  under  my  command,  incident  to 
c-.i  LineapBcted  change  of  commanders,  and  the  overwhelming  force  under 
yj'ir  command,  compel  me,  notwithstanding  the  brilliant  success  of  tho 
Confederate  arms  yesterday,  to  accept  tlie  ungenerous  and  unchivalroua 
tcr;iia  which  yon  propose. 

I  am,  air,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  BnoKKEB,  Bri^.-Gen.  0.  S.  A. 
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And  thus  fell  into  the  hands  of  General  Grant  and  his 
army,  the  whole  of  the  forces  that  garrisoned  tlie  works 
of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelaon,  with  the  exception  of  one 
small  brigade  of  rebel  troops,  which  escaped  during  the 
night  with  Generals  I'loyd  and  Pillow.  The  troops  under 
the  former  general  were  stationed  in  the  extreme  rear  of 
the  works ;  and  when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  day  was 
certainly  lost,  the  two  generals,  with  this  brigade,  left 
General  Buckner  to  please  himself,  as  to  whether  he  would 
run,  fight,  or  surrender.* 

The  rebel  loss  in  the  surrender  of  Fort  Henry,  was  the 
commander.  General  Tighlman,  his  stafi'^  and  about  sixty 
men,  the  rest  of  tlie  garrison  having  moved  to  support  the 
troops  at  Fort  Donelson.  At  Fort  Donelson  the  rebels 
lost  General  Buckiiei',  over  thirteen  thousand  prisoners, 
three  thousand  horses,  forty-eight  field-pieces,  seventeen 
heavy  guns,  twenty  thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  commissary  stores.  The  rebels  killed  in  the  last 
engagement  were  231,  and  wounded,  1,007,  some  of  whom 
were  prisoners.  The  Union  loss  was  446  killed,  1,735 
wounded,  and  150  prisoners,  Tbe  Union  troops  having  to 
fight  in  an  open  field,  against  the  works  of  the  rebels,  ac- 
counts for  the  disparity  of  numbers  in  killed  and  woundeJ. 

Two  regiments  of  rebel  Tennesseeans,  who  had  been  or- 
dered to  re-enforce  the  garrison  at  Fort  Donelson,  marched 
into  that  work  on  the  day  after  the  capitulation,  being  un- 
aware of  its  capture.  They  went  along  with  their  colors 
flying  and  their  bands  playing,  and  were  allowed  to  enter 
the  camp  without  any  warning  as  to  the  character  and 
nationality  of  those  who  held  it  in  possession.  The  whole 
force  (1,475  men  and  officers)  were  at  once  captured. 

The  result  of  this  campaign  was  far  more  valuable  than 

*  See  Appendii  D. 
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would  at  the  first  sight  appear.  The  rebel  line,  at  this  par- 
ticular part  of  the  country,  may  be  said  to  have  extended 
from  Columbus  to  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles,  with  the  extreme  points  of  each 
wing  resting  on  those  two  places,  which  had  been  strongly 
fortified.  The  reduction  of  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson, 
and  the  opening  of  the  rivers  at  this  point  brote  the  cen- 
tre or  backbone  of  this  whole  line,  and,  as  a  natural  se- 
quence, the  wings  had  to  fall.  In  a  few  days  after,  both 
Bowling  Green  and  Columbus  were  in  the  possession  of 
the  Union  troops,  the  rebels  having  evacuated  those  de- 
fences. 

When  the  victory  was  telegraphed  to  Washington,* 
the  following  words  were  added  to  the  dispatch : 

"  The  United  States  flag  now  waves  over  Tennessee.  It 
shall  never  be  removed," 

*  The  foUowiog  was  the  report  of  Gen.  CuJlum : 

CiiSO,  Feltruary  17,  1863. 
To  M^or-General  McClellan: 

TIte  Bnioa  fiag  floats  over  Fort  DoneUon.  The  Carondelet,  Oapt.  WaJka, 
brings  the  glorious  intelligence. 

The  fort  surrendered  at  nine  o'clock  yostorday  (Sunday)  morning. 
Gen.  Buckner  and  about  fifteen  thousand  prisoners,  and  a  large  amount 
of  materiel  of  war,  are  tie  trophies  of  the  Tiolory ,     Ijoss  heavy  on  both 

Floyd,  the  thief,  stole  away  during  tlie  night  previous,  with  five  thou- 
sand men,  and  ia  denounced  by  the  rebels  as  a  traitor.  I  am  bappy  t« 
inform  you,  that  Flag-OfScer  Foote,  though  suffering  with  his  foot,  with 
the  noblo  characteristic  of  our  navy,  notwithstandii^  his  disability,  will 
take  up  immediately  two  gun-boats,  and  with  tbe  eight  mortar-boats, 
which  he  will  orertake,  will  make  an  immediate  attack  on  Olarksville,  if 
the  state  of  the  weather  wili  permit.  We  are  now  firing  a  national  sa- 
lute from  Fort  Cairo,  General  Grant's  late  post,  in  honor  of  the  glorious 
achievement 

[Signed]    •  Geo.  W.  Ciillum, 

Brig.-  Geo.  Fofa.  and  U.  S.  A.,  avd  Chief  of  Staff  and  Sngmears. 
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For  this  victoriouB  campaign  General  Grant  was  at  once 
nominated  for,  and  received  the  coofinnalioo  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  major-general  of  volanteers,  to  date  from  the  day 
of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Don  el  son,  February  16,  1862, 

The  following  ia  a  very  amusing  incident  connected  with 
General  Grant's  victory  on  the  rivers  Tennessee  and  Cum- 
berland : 

Several  rumors  had  appeared  in  the  newspaper  press, 
and  had  otherwise  been  publicly  proclaimed,  that  General 
Grant  was  Jn  the  habit  of  getting  intoxicated.  This  idea 
may  have  arisen  from  his  slovenly  mode  of  attiring  himself, 
or  from  some  other  equally  nnreiiable  cause.  The  friends 
of  the  lUinois  troops  under  General  Grant's  command, 
being  anxious  for  their  safety,  selected  a  delegation  to  risit 
General  Halleek,  and  have  Grant  removed. 

"  You  see,  General,"  said  the  spokesman,  "  we  have  a 
number  of  Illinois  volunteers  under  General  Grant,  and  it 
is  not  safe  that  their  lives  should  be  intrusted  to  the  care 
of  a  man  who  so  constantly  indulges  in  intoxicating  liquors. 
Who  knows  what  blunders  he  may  commit  ?" 

"  Well,  gentlemen,"  said  General  Halleek,  "  I  am  satisfied 
with  General  Grant,  and  I  have  no  doubt  you  also  soon 
will  be." 

While  the  deputation  were  staying  at  the  hotel,  the  news 
arrived  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelsonand  thirteen  thou- 
sand prisoners.  General  Halleek  posted  the  intelligence 
himself  on  the  hotel  bulletin,  and  aa  he  did  so  he  remarked, 
loud  enough  for  all  to  hear  : 

"  If  General  Grant  is  such  a  drunkard  as  he  is  reported 
to  be,  and  can  win  such  victories  as  these,  1  think  it  is  my 
duty  to  issue  an  order  that  any  man  found  sober  in  St. 
Louis  to-night  shall  be  punished  with  fine  and  imprison- 
ment," 

The  people  of  St.  Louis  took  the  hint,  and  nearly  all,  that 
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night,  entered  into  the  spirit  of  jollification.  The  tempe- 
rance delegation  from  Illinois  were  not  behind  their  neigh- 
bors in  celebrating  the  occasion,  and  with  whiskey  too,* 

'  It  ia  scareelj  necessary  to  contradict  a  charge  of  drunkenness 
made  against  ao  successful  a  general  as  Grant ;  tat  it  may  not  be  out  of 
place  to  quote  the  following  extract  from  a  private  letter  from  one  ofliia 
staff  officers  to  a  friend  in  New  York: 

"I  have  seen  it  stated  ia  the  public  prints  ttat  General  Grant  is  a 
drunknrd.  I  have  seen  him  in  every  phase  of  hia  miHtary  life,  and  I  can 
assert  that  the  accusation  is  false.  I  have  been  in  the  same  tent  with 
him  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night,  and  I  neiier  knew  him  to  be  under 
the  influence  of  liquor,  or  any  thing  even  approaching  to  it.  I  do  not 
know  what  his  former  life  may  hare  been,  but  I  do  know  that  now  he 
is  a  temperate  man." 
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DISTEICT  OF  WEST  TENNESSEE. 

The  operations  of  the  early  part  of  February,  1862,  had 
brought  General  Grant  and  his  army  into  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  to  enable  him  to  act  with  promptitude  and  suc- 
cess, it  became  necessary  to  increase  his  line  of  operatioiis. 
Therefore,  on  the  14lh  day  of  February,  General  Hallcck 
issaed  an  order  creating  the  newdistrictof  WestTennessc!.', 
to  embrace  all  the  country  between  the  Tennessee  sind 
Mississippi  Rivers,  to  the  Mississippi  State  Hoe,  and  Caivn, 
making  the  head-quarters  temporarily  at  Fort  Donelaon,  ci' 
wherever  the  general  might  be. 

The  first  order  issued  by  General  Grant,  after  the  as- 
sumption of  the  command  of  that  district,  was  a  con- 
gratulatory order  to  his  troops  on  their  late  victory.  The 
order  was  worded  as  follows  : 

'  Head-Qetakters,  Disteiot  op  "West  Tbnsessbt;, 
Fori  Doselson,  Fabrwiry  17,  1862. 
[Ganerai  Order  No.  2.] 

The  ^neral  commaadiag  takes  great  ploasuro  in  congratalating  t}io 
troops  of  this  command  for  the  triumph  over  rabeUion,  gained  by  tlioir 
valor,  on  the  tbirteenth,  fourteentli,  and  fifteenth  instant. 

For  four  snccesBivB  nights,  without  shelter,  during  the  most  inclement 
weather  known  in  thia  latitude,  they  faced  ao  enemy  in  large  force,  in  a 
position  chosen  by  himself.  Though  strongly  fortified  by  nature,  aJltlia 
additional  safeguards  su^ested  by  Bcienoe  were  added.  ■Without  a 
murmur  this  was  borne,  prepared  at  all  times  to  raceiva  an  attack,  and. 
with  continuous  skirmishing  by  day,  resulting  ultimately  in  fortang  tho 
enemy  to  surrender  without  oondidons. 
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The  Tii;tor7  aobiaved  is  aot  only  great  in  tho  effect  it  will  have  in 
breaking  down  rebellioa,  tot  bas  secured  the  greatest  number  of  prison- 
eta  of  war  over  taJteu  in  any  battle  on  this  continent. 

Fort  DonelsoE  will  hereafter  be  marked  in  capitals  on  the  map  of  our 
United  Country,  and  the  men  who  fought  the  battle  will  live  in  tho 
memory  of  a  grateful  people. 

By  order, 

U.  S-  GKiKT,  Erig.-Gi:n.  Commanding. 

Although  one  of  the  pnDcipal  objects  of  the  cainpaign — 
ihe  reopening  of  the  Tenaessee  and  Cumberland  Kivcrs — 
had  been  accomplished,  General  Grant  did  not  allow  his 
forces  to  remain  long  idle.  After  Fort  Doneison  had  been 
reduced,  the  gunboats,  under  Commodore  Foote,  were 
pushed  up  the  Cumberland  River,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
a  co-operating  land  force,  consisting  of  a  division  of  Gen- 
eral Grant's  ai-my,  marched  along  the  western  bank.  On 
the  20th  of  February,  the  toAVTi  of  Clavksville  was  taken, 
without  a  fight ;  and  at  this  depot  were  found  supplies 
enough  for  subsisting  General  Grant's  army  for  twenty 
days.  The  place  was  at  once  garrisoned  and  held,  while 
the  gunboats  moved  still  further  up  the  river,  to  open  the 
way  for  the  army  of  the  Ohio  to  occupy  Nashville. 

The  Union  army  had  by  this  time  advanced  some  dif;- 
tance  into  the  territory  of  the  rebels;  and  it  became  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  protect  the  morale  as  well  as  the  persona 
of  those  composing  that  ai-my,  that  a  most  rigid  discipline 
should  bo  exacted,  and  a  searching  law  imposed  upon  all, 
both  friend  and  foe.  General  Grant,  therefore,  appended 
to  his  army  orders  of  February  22d,  the  following: 

HsiD-QoAHTeas,  District  op  West  Tensessee, 
Fore  Doneleos',  Tenn,,  Feb.  23,  18G2. 
£(?enenil  Orders,  AS.  1.]  [Ej:tract] 

Tennessee,  by  her  rebellion,  having  ignored  all  laws  of  the  United 
StateB,  no  courts  will  be  allowed  to  act  under  State  authority ;  but  all 
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oases  Pomlog  within  the  reach  of  the  military  arm,  will  be  adjudicatcii 
by  the  aiithoritjea  the  goyernmeat  liaa  eatabliahed  witliin  tta  State 

Martial  law  is,  therefore,  declared  to  eitend  over  West  Teanpssee. 
"Whenever  a  suEEcient  number  of  citizens  return  to  their  allLjionce  to 
maintain  law  and  order  oocr  the  territory,  the  military  reatrictiun  hero 
indicated  will  be  removed. 

Byorderof  Major- Geaeral  D   S   GKiur 

J.  A.  Rawlins,  A.  A.  G. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  General  Gi-ant  also  caused  the 
following  order  from  the  head  of  the  department,  to  be 
read  at  dress  parade : 

HBiD-QrrARrsRS,  DisTftioi  OF  "West  Tennessee, 
Fsbrvary,  1862. 
The  following  order  from  tho  commander  of  the  department  is  pub- 
lished for  the  mformation  of  tliis  command : 

llBill-QoAETEES,  DePABTUBNT   OP   MMSOCBI, 

St.  Louis,  February  23. 

The  major-general  commanding  this  department  deairea  \io  impress 
upon  all  ofBcers  the  importance  of  preserving  good  order  and  diaeipline 
among  these  troops  and  the  armies  of  the  West,  during  their  advance 
into  Tennessee  and  the  Southern  States. 

Let  us  show  to  our  fellow-citizens  of  these  States,  lliat  we  come  merely 
to  crush  out  this  rebellion,  and  to  restore  to  them  peace  and  the  benefits 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  IIuiOD,  of  which  they  have  been  deprived 
by  selfish  and  unprincipled  leaders.  They  have  beea  told  that  we  coma 
to  oppress  and  plunder.  By  our  acts  we  will  undeceive  liiem.  "We  will 
prove  to  them  that  wo  come  to  restore,  not  violate,  the  Constitution  and 
the  laws.  In  restoring  to  them  the  glorious  flag  of  the  Union,  we  will 
assure  them  that  they  shall  enjoy,  under  ita  folds,  the  same  protection 
of  life  and  property  aa  in  former  days. 

Soldiers/  Let  no  excesses  on  yow  part  tamish  the  glory  of  oviTarmi  I  The 
orders  heretofore  issued  from  this  department  in  regard  to  pillaging, 
maraudmg,  and  the  destruction  of  private  property,  ami  the  stealing  and 
concealment  of  slaves,  must  be  strictly  enforced.  It  does  not  belong  to 
tJie  military  to  decide  upon  the  relation  of  master  and  slave.  Such 
questions  must  be  settled  by  the  civil  courts.  No  fugitive  slave  will, 
thereloro,  be  admitted  within  our  lines  or  camps,  except  when  espemolly 
ordered  by  the  general  commanding.      Womm  and  children,  mcrchanls, 
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farmers,  and  aU  pereons  no!  in  arms,  are  to  be  regarded  as 
and  are  rwltobe  molested,  eitlier  in  tlieir  persoiis  or  property.  1!,  however, 
tbey  assist  and  eii  t&e  enemy,  the?  become  belligerents,  and  will  ba 
treated  as  such.  As  they  violate  the  laws  of  war,  they  will  be  made  to 
suffer  the  penalties  of  sxich  violation. 

Military  stores  and  public  proportj  of  the  enemy  must  be  surrendered ; 
and  any  attempt  to  conceal  such  property  by  fVauduIent  Iraosfer  or  otliar- 
wise  will- be  punished.  But  no  private  property  will  be  touched,  unless 
by  order  of  the  general  commanding. 

"Whenever  it  becomes  necessary,  forced  contributions  for  supplies  and 
BubsiBtence  for  our  troops  will  he  made.  Such  levies  wiE  be  made  as 
light  as  possible,  and  be  so  diatributed  as  to  produce  no  distress 
among  the  people.  All  property  so  taken  must  be  receipted  fully  ond 
accepted  for  as  heretofore  directed. 

Xheso  orders  wiU  be  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment,  and  all  officera 
are  commanded  strictly  to  enforce  Ihem. 

By  command  of  Major-Goneral  Hil.LECK. 

v.  H.  McLbas,  A^utant- General. 

By  order  of  Major-General  U.  S.  GuiKr. 

J.  A.  RiWi.lNS,  A.  A.  G. 

It  will  thus  bo  seen,  that,  although  strict  martial  law  was 
to  be  exacted,  and  every  elFort  made  to  crush  the  rebellion, 
still  non-combatants  were  to  be  respected  m  their  persons 
and  property. 

Ai'ter  Nashville  had  been  occupied,  the  gunboats  were 
taten  down  the  Cumberland  River  for  further  operations ; 
and,  among  others,  a  reconnoissance  was  made  up  the  Ten- 
nessee River,  as  far  as  the  northern  State  hues  of  Missis- 
eippi  and  Alabama.  It  was  ascertamed  by  the  officers  of 
the  fleet,  that  along  the  banks  of  this  river  the  Union  feel- 
ing was  strongly  manifested,  and  that  the  gunboats  were 
welcomed  with  enthusiasm.  It  was  also  discovered  that 
no  large  rebel  force  was  concentrated  near  the  river  itself, 
and  that  a  base  of  operations  might  be  established  near  the 
borders  of  the  southern  Tennessee  State  hue.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  discovery.  General  Grant  removed  his  head- 
quarters to  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  where 
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he  began  fitting  out  his  expedition  for  operations  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  one  hundred  miles  further  up  that  stream. 

About  this  time  another  very  strong  effort  was  made,  by 
General  Grant's  detractors,  to  get  him  removed,  and  it  wa  i 
even  reported  that  he  had  been  deprived  of  his  commnnt'.. 
Subsequent  events  explained  the  origin  of  the  rumor,  i.i 
the  fact  that  General  C.  F.  Smith  had  been  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  troops  in-  the  field,  while  General  Grant  was 
still  kept  at  Fort  Henry,  organizing  and  fitting  out  the  forces 
with  which  he  was  about  to  operate.  The  advance  troops 
were  sent  by  transports  up  the  Tennessee  River,  to  Savar.- 
nah,  Tennessee,  and  while  en  route,  and  even  after  disem- 
barking. General  Smith  held  the  command  until  the  arrivf.l 
of  General  Grant  at  that  place.* 

On  the  11th  of  March,  1862,  General  Grant,  while  af. 
Fort  Henry,  was  presented  with  a  handsome  sword,  by  the 
regimental  commanding  oificers.  The  handle  of  the  sword 
was  made  of  ivory,  mounted  with  gold,  and  the  blade  was 
of  the  finest  tempered  steel.  Two  scabbards  were  attach- 
ed to  the  sword,  the  service  one  being  of  fine  gilt,  while 
the  parade  scabbard  was  of  rich  ^t,  mounted  at  the  band. 
The  sword  was  enclosed  in  a  fine  rosewood  case,  and  ac 

*  The  Florence  (Ala.)  Oa^c,  of  March  13,  1862,  had  the  Mowin- 
very  aignificant  article : 

"We  learned  yeaterdaj- that  the  TJmonista  had  landed  a  rorylarg: 
force  at  Savannah,  Tenn  We  snppoao  they  ara  making  preparations 
to  eot  poaaesalon  of  the  Uemphis  and  Cbarleeton  Railroad.  Thsy  mjl 
,«,"r  U  aiiawJ  «>  »"•  »i'  S™'  •'^"•iV""  »  t^'  J-"""".  !•' 
Km  »,  mjU  i,i«!i  S.  criuM.  The  late  and  nntlrmB  indnetiy  of  too 
mnj  f«thf.i  and  ..erEetlo  na.n  have  le.n  eipendad  on  lira  reaa  to 
IHnE  it  npto  It.  pre.ent  atate  of  nfleMn..^  to  let  .tfallinte  ti.  h»,d,, 
oftienewtelen-edagalnatn^  I.mo.lb.pr.teot.d.  We  ..  .pee- 
pi,  .,.  able  to  protoot  and  ..ve  it.  If  ona,oid.M.,  let  t»n,  have  ^ 
river ;  hnt  we  hoi«  it  is  the  united  aenthnent  of  our  people,  ftaJ  we  urw 
Jiare  our  railroad." 
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corapanied  by  a  soitable  Bash  and  belt.     The  inscription  on 
the  Bword  was  very  simple,  being  merely : 

"Presented  to  Oenoral  U,  S,  G-ranl,  by  G.  W.  Graham,  C.  RLagow, 
C.  C.  Marsh,  and  John  Cools,  18G2." 

While  the  Tennessee  operations  were  thus  being  carried 
out,  (ieneral  Grant  was  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  he 
had  the  enemy's  forces  scattered  about  at  posts  nearer  home. 
He,  therefore,  sent  expeditions  and  reconnoitrmg  parties 
in  all  directions  ;  and  on  the  12th  of  March,  1862,  one  por- 
tion of  his  forces,  consisting  of  artillery  and  cavalry,  at- 
tacked the  enemy's  works  which  were  located  at  a  point 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  Paris,  and  commanding  the 
Tarious  roads  leading  to  that  place.  The  rebels  were  driven 
out,  with  a  loss  of  about  one  hundred  killed,  wonnded,  and 
pi'isoners,  and  the  Union  forces  occupied  the  works. 

As  the  tendency  of  the  movements  of  the  different  ai-- 
mies  of  the  West  was  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
Eiver  and  the  Gulf,  it  boeame  necessary  that  one  ciiief 
should  have  the  direction  of  the  whole,  so  aa  to  causu  the 
combinations  to  take  place  at  the  proper  time.  Such  being 
the  case,  a  new  department  was  createi3,  to  be  known  as 
the  "  Department  of  the  Mississippi,"  which  embraced  all 
the  country  west  of  a  line  di'awn  north  and  south  through 
Knoxville,  as  far  as  Kansas  and  the  Indian  Territory,  and 
running  north  to  the  lakes.  Of  this  large  department 
General  Grant  commanded  a  very  important  district. 

The  enemy  also  began  concentrating  a  large  force  in  the 
Southwest,  under  General  Albert  Sydney  Johnston,  and 
of  this  force,  General  P.  G,  T.  Beauregard  commanded  the 
troops  which  oonstitute^d  the  rebel  array  of  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi.  The  head-quarters  of  this  army  were  loca- 
ted at  Corinth,  Mississippi,  with  the  intention  of  holding 
the  line  of  the  Memphis  .^nd  Charleston  Kailroad ;  of  pre- 
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venting  any  advance  of  the  Union  forces  below  the  Hog  of 
the  Tennessee  River  ;  and,  also,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
a  force  ready  to  move  into  Kentucky  and  across  the  Ohio 
River,  if  an  opportunity  should  occur  for  so  doing.  The 
JVIisaissippi  River  was  also  blockaded,  by  fortified  positions, 
at  Island  Ko,  10,  and  other  points  above  Memphis,  and  at 
Vicksburg,  New  Orleans,  etc.,  below  that  city.  It  was, 
therefore,  considered  certain  by  the  rebels,  that  Corinth 
could  not  be  attacked  by  the  way  of  the  Mississippi,  stnd 
they  detennined  to  mass  their  forces  to  resist  the  advance 
of  Grant's  army  from  the  Tennessee  River. 

As  the  renaainder  of  the  troops  under  General  Grant 
passed  up  the  river,  they  encamped  at  Savannah  and  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  which  positions  were  at  a  distance  of  about 
twenty  miles  from  the  rebel  stronghold  at  Corinth. 

On  the  15th  of  March,  1862,  the  troops  belonging  to  the 
Thii'd  Division  of  Grant's  army  advanced  from  Savannah, 
Tennessee,  into  McNairy  County,and  struck  the  line  of  the 
Jackson  (Tenn.)  and  Coilnth  Railroad,  at  Pnrdy,  where 
they  bui-ned  the  railroad  bridge,  and  tore  up  the  track  for 
a  long  distance.  This  movement  prevented  a  train,  heavily 
laden  with  rebel  troops,  from  passing  over  that  hue  from 
Jackson,  the  cars  arriving  shortly  after  the  bridge  was  de- 
stroyed. As  the  rebels  held  the  road  between  Jackson  and 
Grand  Junction,  thence  to  Corinth,  the  concentration  of  the 
rebel  army  was  not  prevented,  but  only  delayed,  by  the 
destruction  of  this  part  of  the  line. 
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TuE  rebel  forces  which  had  concentrated  at  Corinth, 
about  the  lat  of  April,  1862,  were  supposed  to  number,  at 
least,  forty-five  thousand  men,  under  General  A.  S.  Johns- 
ton, Oommanding  department;  GencralP.  G.T.Beauregard, 
commanding  army  at  Corinth ;  and  Generals  Bragg,  Har- 
dee, Breckinridge,  and  Polk,  in  command  of  divisions.  It 
was  also  expected,  by  General  Johnston,  that  the  forces 
under  Generals  Van  Dorn  and  Price  would  have  reached 
them  within  a  few  days,  which  re-enforcement  would  have 
swollen  his  numbers  to  at  least  seventy  thousand. 

General  Grant's  forces  had,  by  this  time,  been  nearly  all 
brought  together  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  Savannah,  and 
other  places  within  reach,— the  cavalry  pickets  occupying 
the  outposts  of  the  army. 

On  the  evening  of  April  2,  1862,  the  Union  videttes  of 
the  Third  Division,  who  had  been  stationed  at  Crump's 
Landing,  were  driven  in,  and  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  dur- 
ing which  several  were  wounded  and  a  few  taken  prisoners. 

The  next  day,  April  3d,  the  rebel  commanding  general 
issued  the  following  order : 

SOIDIEM  OF   THE  ARMT   OF  THE   Mi'iSlSSTPPI 

I  hviB  pit  01  n  mot  on  o  offer  battle  to  the  nvadfrs  of  yo  r 
country  w  til  the  reanlution  and  d  o  ]  1  ne  in  i  valo  1  om  ng  n  n 
fig!  til  g  as  you  are  for  all  t  rth  1  vmg  or  dy  ng  f  r  liou  cin  but 
raaroh,  to  a  decis  ve  victory  ov  r  agrarian  tnereenar  ea  eent  to  subjugate 
and  despoil  you  of  your  liberti  s,  property,  ..od  honor. 
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Rememtei'tho  precious  Stake  involved;  reraembertlie  dependence  of 
your  mothers,  your  wivea,  your  slaters,  and  your  children,  on  Oie  result. 
Henieiaber  the  fair,  troad,  abounding  landg,  the  happy  homes,  that  will  bo 
desolated  by  your  defeat.  Tho  eyes  andhopes  of  eight  raillioa  people  rest 
upon  you.  Tou  are  expected  to  show  yourselves  worthy  of  your  valor 
and  courage,  worthy  of  the  women  of  the  Soutli,  whose  noble  devotion 
in  thia  war,  has  never  been  exceeded  in  anytime.  With  such  incentives 
to  brave  deeds,  and  with  tnist  that  God  ia  with  na,  your  general  will 
lead  you  confidently  to  the  combat,  assured  of  success. 

By  order  of  General  A.  S.  Jounstos,  Coinmanding. 

The  rebel  army  of  the  Mississippi  was  tiien  divided  into 
ttree  army  corps,  and  was  commanded  as  follows ; 

Commanding  General,  General  Albert  Sydney  Johnston. 
Second  in  Command,  General  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard. 
First  Army  Corps,  Lieutenant- General  L.  Polk. 
Second  Army  Corps,  Lieutenant-General  Braxton  Bragg. 
Third  Army  Corps,  Lieutenant-General  W.  J,  Hardee. 
Eeaerres,  Major-General  G.  B.  Crittenden. 

Against  this  force,  Major-General  Grant  had  but  a  small 
array  in  comparison,  oonsistiog  of  five  divisions.  The  or- 
ganization of  this  army  was  as  follows: 

Commanding- General,  Major-General  U.  8.  Grant. 

Krst  Division,  Major-Genefal  J.  A.  McCicmand. 

Second  Diylsion,  Brigadier-General  "W.  U.  L.  WallacB, 

Third  Division,  Major-Goneral  LewLs  Wallace. 

Fourth  Division,  Brigadier-General  S.  A.  Hurlburt. 

Fifth  Division,  Br^adier-General  W.  T.  Sherman. 

On  the  evening  of  April  4th,  the  rebels  made  a  recon- 
noissanee  with  two  regiments,  and  found  the  Union  troops 
ready  to  receive  them.  A  very  slight  skirmish  ensueiJ, 
after  which  the  rebels  retired,  as  they  did  not  wish  to  bring 
on  a  general  engagement,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
expected  forces  under  Van  Dora  and  Price,  had  not  arrived. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  "  Battle  of  Shiloh"  or  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  was  opened  by  the  main  body  of  the  jebels, 
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a  force  of  rebel  cavalry  made  a  daah  upon  the  position  held 
by  the  Third  Divisionof  Grant's  army,  at  Adamsville,  a  vil- 
lage situated  at  about  half  way  between  Savannah  and 
Purdy.  This  dash  was  made  to  prevent  General  Wallace 
from  rendering  any  assistance  to  General  Grant's  forces  at 
Pittsburg  Landing. 

Having  thus  glanced  at  the  position  of  affairs  previous  to 
the  opening  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  it  will  plainly  be  seen  that 
the  rebels  held  a  great  advantage  over  the  Unionists,  even 
without  the  assistance  of  Van  Dorn  and  Price.  Johnston  and 
Beauregard  had  resolved  to  attack  Grant  before  Buell 
should  join  him,  for  those  rebel  generals  were  perfectly 
aware  that  Bnell  was  advancing  from  Kashville  for  that 
pui-pose.  The  rebel  commanders  had  set  apart  April  5th, 
for  the  day  of  attack ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  non-arri- 
val of  Price  and  Van  Dorn's  forces,  they  had  resolved  to 
wait  one  day  longer.  This  gave  General  Buell  further  time 
to  reach  Grant ;  and,  doubtless,  saved  the  counti-y  from  an 
irretrievable  disaster,  which  must  have  been  the  resnlt,  had 
the  re-enforcements  not  arrived,  in  spite  of  all  General 
.  Grant  could  have  done.  A  decisive  defeat  here  would 
have  been  a  crushing  blow  to  the  success  of  the  Union,  and 
would  have  been  a  sad  reward  to  General  Grant  for  the 
bravery  manifested  by  him  on  the  field. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Sunday  morning,  April  6,  18G2, 
the  Union  pickets  were  driven  in,  and  the  rebel  sharpshoot- 
ers began  picking  off  the  officers.  At  about  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  heavy  masses  of  rebel  infantry  were  to  be 
seen  advancing  on  the  front,  and  the  Union  troops  were 
ready  to  receive  them.  There  was  no  surprise;  but  a 
steady  advance  of  men  in  overwhelming  numbers,  and  with 
an  apparent  determination  to  attack  with  the  greatest  des- 
peration. The  Union  troops  fought  well,  and  fell  back  foot 
by  foot,  until  they  reached  the  river.     They  were  closely  fol- 
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lowed  in  their  retreat  by  the  rebel  forces,  who  seemed  to 
gather  more  energy  and  desperation  when  they  found  the 
Union  troops  were  falling  back. 

The  following  account  from  an  eye-witness,  being  the 
first  published  of  this  terrific  battle,  wUl  be  found  of  great 
interest,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  most  complete,  as  well  as  the 
first,  epitome  of  the  contest,  that  found  its  way  into  print : 


PinsEUKO,  via  Fort  Henry, 
April  Hih,  3.20  A.  M. 

One  of  the  greatest  and  bloodiest  battles  of  modem  days  has  just 
dosed,  resulting  in  the  complete  rout  of  the  enemy,  who  attacked  us  at 
daybreak  Sunday  morning. 

The  battle  lasted,  without  intermission,  during  the  entire  day,  and  was 
again  renewed  on  Ifondaj  morning,  and  continued  undecided  until  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy  commenced  their  retreat,  and 
ai'O  still  flying  towards  Corinth,  pursued  by  a  large  force  of  our  cavalry. 

The  slaughter  on  both  sides  is  immense.  We  have  lost  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  nussing,  from  eighteen  to  twenty  thousand ;  that  of  the 
enemy  is  estimated  at  from  thirty-five  to  forty  thousand. 

It  is  impossible,  in  the  present  confused  state  of  affairs,  to  ascertain 
any  of  the  details;  I,  lierefore,  give  you  the  befit  account  possible  from 
observationi  having  passed  through  the  storm  of  action  during  the  two 
days  that  it  raged. 

The  fight  was  brought  on  by  a  body  of  three  hundred  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth.  Missouri  Regiment,  of  General  Prentiss's  Division,  attacking  the 
advance  guard  of  the  rebels,  which  were  supposed  to  be  the  pickets  of  the 
enemy  in  front  of  our  campa. 

The  rebels  immediately  advanced  on  General  Prentiss's  Division  on  tho 
left  wing,  pouring  volley  after  volley  of  musketry,  and  riddling  our 
camps  with  grape,  canister,  and  shell.  Our  forces  soon  formed  into 
line  anil  returned  their  fire  vigorously.  By  the  time  we  were  prepared 
to  receive  them,  tho  rebels  had  turned  their  heaviest  Ere  on  the  left  cen- 
tre, Sherman's  Division,  and  drove  our  men  back  from  their  camps ;  then, 
bringing  up  a  fresh  force,  opened  fire  on  our  left  wing,  under  General 
MoClernani     This  Arc  was  returned  with  terrible  effect  and  determined  . 
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spirit  by  botJj  ipfantry  and  artilleiy,  along  tlie  whole  line,  for  a  distance 
of  over  four  miles. 

General  Hurlburt'a  division  was  thrown  forward  to  support  the 
centre,  when  a  desperate  conflict  cnauod.  The  rebels  were  driven 
back  Witt  terrible  slaughter,  but  soon  rallied  and  drove  back  our  men. 
in  turn.  From  dbouf  nine  o'clock,  the  Ume  yotir  correspondent  arrived 
on  the  field,  until  mght  closed  <m  the  bloody  scene,  t?ure  was  no  detertnimtion 
of  the  Tesvli  of  the  struggle.  The  rebels  eiMbited  remarkably  good  gen- 
eralabip.  At  times  engaging  the  left,  with  apparently  their  whole 
streogth,  tliey  would  suddenly  open  a  terrible  and  destructive  flro  on  the 
right  or  centre.  Even  our  heaviest  and  most  destructive  fire  upon  the 
enemy  did  not  appear  to  discourage  their  solid  columns.  The  fire  of 
Major  Taylor's  Chicago  Artillery  raked  them  down  in  scores,  but  the 
smoke  would  no  sooner  be  dispersed  than  the  breach  would  again  be 
mied. 

The  moat  desperate  fighting  took  place  late  iu  the  aflenioou.  The 
rebels  knew  that,  if  they  did  not  succeed  in  whipping  na  then,  their 
chances  for  success  wo^ild  be  estremely  doubtful,  as  a  portion  of  General 
Bueli'a  forces  had  by  this  time  arrived  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
and  another  portion  was  coining  up  the  river  from  Savannah.  They  be- 
came aware  that  we  were  being  re-enforced,  as  they  could  see  General 
Buell's  troops  from  the  river  bank,  a  short  distance  above  ns  on  the  left, 
to  which  point  thoy  had  forced  their  way. 

At  five  o'clock  the  rebels  had  forced  our  left  wing  back  so  as  to  oocupy 
fully  two-thirds  of  our  camp,  and  were  fighting  their  way  forward  with 
a  desporatG  degroe  of  confidence  in  their  efforts  to  drive  us  into  the  river, 
and  at  the  same  time  heavily  engaged  our  right. 

Up  to  this  time  we  had  received  no  re-enforcements.  General  Lewis 
"Wallace  failing  to  come  to  our  support  until  the  day  was  over.  Being 
without  other  transports  than  those  used  for  quartermaster's  and  cora- 
ttisaary  stores,  which  wore  too  heavily  laden  to  ferry  any  considerable 
number  of  General  Buell's  forces  across  the  river,  and  the  boats  that 
were  here  having  been  sent  to  bring  up  the  troops  from  Savannah,  we 
could  not  even  get  those  men  to  us  who  were  so  near,  and  aoiiously 
waiting  to  take  part  in  the  struggle.  We  were,  therefore,  contesting  against 
fearful  odde,  ow  force  nol  exceeding  thirty-eight  thoasand  men,  while  that  of 
the  enemy  mas  i^marde  of  sixty  thousand. 

Our  condition  at  this  moment  was  extremely  critical.  Large  numbers 
tf  men  panic  struck,  others  worn  out  by  hard  fighting,  with  the  average 
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r,  and  could  not 

General  Grimt  aad  staff,  wlto  had  been  recMessly  riding  ahng  the  Knes 
during  the  entire  day,  amid  the  uaeeaHng  storm  of  bnUels,  grape,  and  shell, 
now  rode  frem  rigU  to  hfl,  inciting  the  -men  to  stand  firm  unW  our  re-en- 
forceraents  eould  cross  the  river. 

Colonel  Webster,  Chief  of  Staff,  immediately  got  into  poaitiott  the 
heaTieat  pieces  of  attiilery,  pointing  on  the  enemy's  right,  while  a.  large 
number  of  the  batteries  were  planted  along  theentire  line,  from  the  river 
bank  northwest  to  our  eitreme  right,  some  two  and  a  half  miles  distant. 
About  an  hour  before  dusk  a  general  cannonading  was  opened  upon  the 
enemy,  from  along  onr  whole  line,  with  a  perpetual  crack  of  musketry. 
Such  a  roar  of  art^illery  was  never  heard  on  thiscontinent.  For  a  short 
time  the  rebels  replied  with  vigor  and  effect,  but  their  return  ahoiagrew 
less  frequent  and  destructive,  while  ours  grow  more  rapid  and  more  terrible. 

The  gunboats  Lexington  and  Tyler,  which  lay  a  short  distance  off, 
kept  raining  shell  on  the  rebel  hordes.  This  last  effort  was  too  much  for 
the  enemy,  and  ere  dusk  had  set  in  the  firing  had  nearly  ceased,  when, 
night  arming  on,  all  the  combatants  rested  fT<rm  their  avifnl  work  of  bkod 
and  carnage. 

Onr  men  rested  on  their  arms  In  the  position  they  had  at  the  dose  of 
the  nightj  until  the  forces  under  Major-General  Lewis  Wallace  arrived  and 
took  position  on  the  right,  and  General  Buell's  forces  from  the  opposito 
side  and  Savannah,  were  being  conveyed  to  the  battle-ground.  The  en- 
tire right  of  General  Nelson's  division  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  right, 
and  the  forces  under  General  Crittenden  were  ordered  to  his  support 


General  Buell,  having  himself  arrived  on  Sunday  evening-,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Monday,  April  7th,  tho  ball  was  opened  at  daylight,  simultaneously 
by  General  Nelson's  division  on  the  left,  and  Major-General  Wallace's 
division  on  the  right.  General  Nelson's  force  opened  up  a  most  galling 
fire  on  the  rehels,  and  advanced  rapidly  as  they  fell  back.  The  fire  soon 
became  general  along  the  whole  line,  and  began  to  teE  with  terrible 
effect  on  the  enemy.  Generals  McCIemaud,  Sherman,  and  Hurlburt'a 
men,  though  terribly  jaded  from  the  previous  day's  fighting,  still  main- 
tained their  honors  won  at  Donelson ;  but  the  resistance  of  the  rebels 
at  all  points  of  the  attack  was  terrible,  and  worthy  of  a  better  cause- 
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But  tliey  were  not  enougk  for  oar  undaunted  bravery,  and  the  dresd- 
ful  desolation  produced  by  our  artillery,  which  was  aweopmg  them  away 
like  chaff  before  the  wind.  But  knowing  that  a  dtf^t  here  mould  be  t!ic 
death-bl(M  to  their  hopes,  and  that  their  oil  depended  on  this  great  struggle, 
their  gentrah  stiS  urged  them  on  in  the  face  of  deslmction,  toping  by 
flanking  U3  on  the  right  to  turn  the  tide  of  battle.  Their  Buccees  wag 
again  for  a  time  cheering,  aa  they  began  to  gain  ground  on  us,  appearing 
to  liave  been  re-enforoed;  but  our  left,  under  General  Nelson,  was 
driving  them,  and  with  wonderful  rapidity,  and  by  eleven  o'clock  Gen- 
eral Buell'a  forces  had  Buccooded  in  flanking  them,  and  oapturmg  their 
batteries  of  ardllery. 

They,  however,  again  rallied  on  the  left,  and  recrossed,  and  the  light 
forced  thomselvea  forward  in  another  desperate  eflbrt  But  re-eoforce- 
ments  ftom  Gener^  Wood  and  General  Thomas  were  coming  in,  regi- 
ment after  regiment,  which  were  sent  to  General  BueH,  who  had  again 
commenced  to  drive  the  enemy. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  General  Grant  rode  to  the  left 
where  llie  fresh  regiments  had  been  ordered,  and,  finding  the  rebels 
waveriog,  sent  a  portion  of  his  body  guard  to  the  head  of  each  of  five 
re^mcnts,  aad  then  ordered  a  charge  across  the  field,  Umself  leading ;  and 
as  he  brandished  his  smrrd  and  waved  them  on  to  the  croumng  mciory,  the 
amnon-laSs  were  falling  like  hail  around  him. 

The  men  followed  with  a  shout  that  sounded  above  the  roar  and  dm 
of  the  artillery,  and  the  rebels  fled  in  dismay  as  from  a  destroying  ava. 
lanche,  and  never  made  another  stand. 

General  Buell  foUowed  the  retreating  rebels,  driving  tliem  in  splendid 
style,  and  by  half-past  five  o'clock  the  whole  rebel  army  was  iu  fuU  re- 
treat to  Corinth,  with  our  cavalry  in  hot  pursuit,  with  what  further  re- 
sult ia  not  known,  not  having  returned  up  to  this  hour. 

Wb  have  taken  a  large  amount  of  Iheir  artillery  and  also  a  number  of 
priaonara.  We  lost  a  number  of  our  forces  prisoners  yesterday,  among 
whom  is  General  Prentiss.  Tlie  number  of  our  force  taken  has  not  yet 
been  ascertained.  It  is  reported  at  several  hundred.  General  Prentiss 
was  also  reported  as  being  wounded.  Among  tho  killed  on  the  rebel 
side,  was  their  General-in-Chief,  Albert  Sydney  Johnston,  mho  was  struck 
by  a  cannon-ball  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday.  Of  this  there  is  no.  doubt, 
and  it  ia  further  reported  that  General  Beauregard  was  wounded. 

This  afternoon.  Generals  Bra^,  Breokinrid^,  and  Jackson  were  com- 
manding portions  of  the  rebel  forces. 
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There  has  never  teen  a  parallel  to  tlie  gaUantry  and  bearing  of  oiir 
officers,  from  the  Commanding  General  to  the  lowest  officer. 

Gensral  Grant  and  staff  wets  in  the  field,  riding  along  the  lines  in  tho 
thickest  of  the  enemy's  fire  during  the  entire  two  days  of  the  battle,  and 
all  slept  on  the  ground  Sunday  night,  during  a  heaTy  rain.  On  SBveral 
ocpasions  General  Grant  got  within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns  an^  was 
discovered  and  fired  upon. 

Lientenant-Colonel  McPherson  had  his  horse  shot  from  under  him  when 
along  side  of  General  Grant. 

Captain  Carson  was  between  General  Grant  and  your  correspondent 
when  a  cannon-ball  took  off  his  head  and  killed  and  wounded  several 
others. 

GoneralSherman  bad  two  horses  killed  under  him,  an d  General  MoCler- 
nacd  sbaredlike  dangers;  also  General  Hurlbut,  each  of  whom  received  , 
bullet  holes  through  their  clothes.  * 

The  publication  of  the  foregoing  account  so  soon  after 
the  battle,  created  a  great  excitement  among  the  citizens 
of  New  York,  and  during  the  day  it  was  telegraphed  to 
the  national  capital  and  to  other  parts  of  the  Union.  The 
proprietor  of  the  newspaper  in  which  it  was  published, 
telegraphed  it  immediately  to  the  President  and  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  which  it  was  read  aloud.  In  the 
Lower  Hoase,  Mr.  Colfax,  on  asking  leave  to  read  the  dis- 
patch, was  greeted  on  all  sides  of  the  House  with  cries  of 
"  To  the  Clerk's  desk."  The  previous  noise  and  excite- 
ment subsided,  and  as  the  House  listened  to  the  brief  and 
pregnant  details  of  the  bloody  struggle  which  preceded 
the  glorious  victory  over  the  concentrated  strength  of  reb- 
eldom,  all  hearts  were  stUIed,  and  the  very  breathing 
almost  suppressed,  till  the  last  word  of  the  dispatch  was 
read.  The  rejoicing  was  great  at  the  victory,  though 
somewhat  saddened  at  the  price  of  blood  with  which  it 
had  been  purchased. 

•  From  the  Jfeo  Torh  fieroHWednesditj,  AprU  9, 1862.  SeeAppendii  B. 
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The  following  extract  from  the  official  War  Bulletin  is 
complimentary  to  the  commanding  generals  engaged. 

"  WAB  DBPiHTUENT,  WASHINQTOS', 

"ApHl  9,  1803. 
lExh-act.] 

"  That  Ite  thanks  of  the  Department  ore  hereby  given  to  Major-Gon- 
orals  Grant  and  Buell,  and  their  forces,  for  the  glorious  repulso  of  Beau- 
regard at  Pittsburg,  in  Tennessee." 

A  ealute  of  one  hundred  guna  was  fired  at  Washington, 
in  honor  of  this  and  other  victories  which  had  recently 
taken  place. 

During  this  engagement,  Major-General  Grant  was 
slightly  wounded  in  the  ankle,  but  not  enough  to  prevent 
him  from  attending  to  hia  duties  in  the  field. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  details  of  the  struggle  that  on  the 
first  day,  the  success  seemed  to  be  entirely  on  the  side  of 
the  rebels,  and  on  that  ground,  General  Beauregard,  who 
succeeded  General  Johnston,  telegraphed  to  the  rebel 
government  as  follows : 

CORIHTH,  Tuesday,  ApHl  S,  1862, 
To  TflB  Secbbtast  of  'Wia,  Eicaiiotm: 

We  have  gained  a  great  and  glorious  victorj.  Eight  to  ten  thousand 
prisoners  and  thirty-sii:  pieces  of  cannon.  Buell  re-enforced  Grant,  and 
tw  relired  to  oicr  intrerKhmenis  at  Cormth,  which  we  can  hold.  Loss 
heavy  on  both  Bid«s.  EBJiTKeGARD- 

From  the  following  correspondence  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  rebels  could  have  moved  about  at  will,  or  had  even 
the  consolation  of  a  victory : 

Head-Qitaetees,  Departhbst  or  MissisaiiTi, 
MOSTERET,  April  S,  13S2. 
Sra: — At  the  dose  of  the  confiict  yesterday,  ray  forces  being  eihaustod 
by  the  extraordinary  length  of  the  time  during  which  thoy  were  engaged 
witli  yours  on  that  and  the  preceding  day,  and  it  being  apparent  that 
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you  had  received,  and  were  still  receiving,  re -enforcements,  1  felt  it  my 
duty  to  withdraw  my  troops  from  the  immediate  scene  of  tlio  conflio 
Under  these  cireumataneea,  ia  accordanoa  with  the  usages  of  war, 
shall  transmit  thia  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  ask  permission  to  send 
mounted  party  to  Uie  battle-field  of  Shiloh,  for  the  purpose  of  giringdi 
cent  interment  to  my  dead.  Certain  gentlemen  wishing"  to  araQ  then 
selTes  of  thia  opportunity  to  remove  the  remains  of  their  sons  an 
friends,  1  must  request  for  them  the  privaege  of  accompanying  the  hurii 
party  ;  and  in  IJiis  conneotiou,  I  deem  it  proper  to  say.  I  am  asking  what 
I  have  extended  to  your  own  countj-ymen  under  similar  circumstances. 

Respectfully,  General,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  G.  T.  BBiDKESARD,  General  Cowmimding. 

To  Major-Gancral  tT.  S.  Geaht,  ifajbr- Genwaf  Ckmimanding  Uhiled 
Stales  Forces,  Piltsbwj  Landing. 

HEAD-QlTARTEna,  AeUT  IN  FIELD, 

PlTTSBURO,  April  9,  1863. 
General  P.  G.  T.  Bbacreqaed,  Commanding  Confederate  Army  on  Mis- 
sissippi, Moniereij,  Tknn, 
Tour  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  Owing  to  the  warmth 
of  the  weather  I  deemed  It  advisable  to  have  all  the  dead  of  both  parties 
buried  immediately.  Heavy  details  were  made  for  this  purpose,  and  It 
is  now  accomplished.  There  cannot,  therefore,  be  any  necessity  of  ad- 
milsing  wiihin  our  lines  the  parties  you  desired  to  send  on  the  ground 
asked.  I  shall  always  be  glad  to  eitend  any  courtesy  consistent  witL 
duty,  and  espewally  so  when  dictated  by  humanity.  I  am,  General, 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GR^tn,  Maj.- Gen.  Comman/Iing. 

On  the  tnoming  of  April  8th,  General  Sherman,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Fifth  Division,  at  the  head  of  a  cavalry  force 
and  two  brigades  of  infantry,  made  a  reconnoissanee  along 
the  Corioth  road,  where  he  found  the  abandoned  camps  of 
the  rebels  lining  the  roada  with  hospital  flags  for  their 
protection.  Shortly  after  he  came  upon  the  rebel  cavalry, 
whioh,  after  a  skirmish,  was  driven  from  the  field.  He  then 
destroyed  the  rebel  camp,  including  the  ammunition  in- 
tended for  the  rebels'  gnns. 

General  Sherman  found  the  road  to  Corinth  strewed 
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with  abandoned  wagons,  ambulances,  and  limber-boxes, — 
evident  sign  of  a  hasty  retreat.  The  enemy  had  succeeded 
in  removing  the  gans  ;  but  had  crippled  his  batteries  by 
abandoning  the  limber-boxes  of,  at  least,  twenty  pieces. 
The  retreat  of  the  enemy's  infantry  was  evidently  a  disor- 
derly one,  and  had  not  the  cavalry  been  in  great  force,  to 
protect  the  rear,  might  soon  have  been  tmned  into  a  disas- 
trous rout. 

When  the  news  of  this  battle  reached  St,  Louis,  General 
Ilalleck,  the  commander  of  the  department,  determined  to 
take  the  field  himself,  and  inquire  into  the  real  results  of 
the  "  Battle  of  Shiloh." 

On  bis  arrival  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  he  issued  the  follow- 
ing order  to  the  tro  i  s 

Head  Quartbrs  DEPAETiiEtiT  of  the  Miss  bsippi 

PiTTSBmiG  Tenn  Ap  1  13  ISn' 
I.  The  major-gBneral  coinin'md  ng  th  a  depirtment  ti  onta  Major 
General  Grant  and  Major  C  nerj  B  eD  ind  the  officers  and  men  of 
their  reapectire  command  for  the  bravery  an  1  en  uranca  th  wh  ch 
they  sustained  the  general  attacks  of  the  enemy  on  the  6th,  and  for  the 
heroic  manner  in  which,  on  the  Ith  instant,  fliey  defeated  and  routed 
the  entire  rebel  army.  The  soldiers  of  the  great  West  have  added  new 
laurels  to  those  which  they  tad  already  won  on  numerous  battle-fields. 

IIL  Major- Glenerals  Grant  and  BueU  will  retain  the  immediate  eon- 
mand  of  their  respective  armies  in  the  field. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Hallbck, 

N.  H.  McLean,  A.  A.  O. 

Cavalry  skirraisbes  still  continued,  at  intervals,  to  take 
place  along  the  outposts  of  the  Union  army;  bnt  nothing 
important  occurred  until  April  17,  1862,  when  the  move- 
ment was  made  towards  Corinth. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

MOVE  HE  NT  AND  SIEaa  OF  COKINTH. 

On  the  morning  of  April  17,  1863,  a  heavy  cavaliy 
force  under  Brigadier- General  Smith,  Chief  of  Cav^y,  was 
detailed  to  make  a  rcconnoiaaaace  along  the  upper  road  from 
Pittsburg  Landing  to  Corinth.  The  force  arrived  within 
two  miles  of  Monterey  without  meeting  auy  opposition. 
Several  of  the  men  dismounted  to  act  as  skirmishers,  and 
steadily  advanced  until  they  discovered  the  exact  position 
of  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  when  they  fell  back  upon 
the  main  body  and  retnrned. 

On  April  24th,  another  similar  reconnoissance  was  made 
under  the  same  commander,  towards  an  elevation  known  as 
Pea  Ridge,  where  a  rebel  camp  was  discovered  and  de- 
stroyed,  and  a  few  prisoners  taken. 

The  operations  along  the  Mississippi  River,  had  also 
opened  that  highway  some  distance  below  Island  No.  10, 
and  on  learning  this.  General  Beauregard,  who  had  assumed 
the  sole  chief  command  of  the  rebel  troops,  issued  an  ad- 
dress to  the  planters  as  follows  : 

"Tlia  caauallJBa  of  war  hava  opened  the  Mississippi  to  our  enemies. 
The  time  haa,  tlierefore,  come  to  test  Uie  earnBatneas  of  sll  classes,  and 
I  call  upon  all  patriotic  planters  oivning  cotton  in  the  posaible  reach  of 
our  enemies,  to  apply  tiie  torch  to  it  witiiout  delay  or  hesitation." 

It  was  thought  that,  by  this  mode  of  procedure,  the 
Union  troops  would  have  less  inducements  to  fight,  as  the 
profit  of  their  victories   would  necessarily  be  greatly  de- 
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creased.  In  this,  however,  the  reljels  had  greatly  de- 
ceived themselves. 

On  April  27lb,  Purdy,  on  the  Jackson  and  Corinth  Rail- 
road, was  abandoned  by  the  rebels,  and  a  cavalry  Bkirmisli 
took  place  near  Monterey,  a  village  situated  at  about  ten 
miles  from  Corinth.  Several  prisoners  were  taken,  and 
from  them  it  was  ascertained  that  Beauregard  was  concen- 
trating all  his  available  force  at  Corinth,  which  he  had  for- 
tified, and  where,  ho  stated,  he  was  determined  to  make  a 
desperate  resistance.  On  the  29th,  a  similar  afiair  took 
place  at  Monterey,  the  rebels  losing  their  camp  and  several 
prisoners. 

A  reconnoissance  in  force  was  made  by  the  right  wing 
of  General  Halleek's  grand  army,  on  April  30,  1862,  to 
a  point  of  the  railroad  four  miles  above  Pnrdy,  between 
Corinth  and  Jackson,  Tennessee.  The  Union  troops  wero 
met  by  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  who  fled  to  that  town, 
closely  pursued  by  the  advancing  forces.  Purdy  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Unionists,  who  soon,  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  bridges,  etc.,  cut  off  all  railroad  communication  along 
that  route  between  Corinth  and  Northwestern  Tennessee, 
On  this  day  the  siege  of  Corinth  may  be  said  to  Lave  com- 
menced. 

Genera]  Halleck,  wishing  to  have  a  force  of  men  under 
him  that  whould  be  invincible  in  the  event  of  a  battle 
taking  place,  sent  for  all  the  nnemployed  troops  in  his  large 
department,  and  ordered  them  to  be  concentrated  at  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  which  was  constituted  a  base  of  operations 
in  the  movement  upon  Corinth.  This  force  he  designated 
as  the  "  Grand  Army  of  the  Tennessee,"  a  special  compli- 
ment to  General  Grant,  the  commander  of  the  oiiginal 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.  The  "  Grand  Army"  was  divided 
into  three  armies,  as  follows : 


d^vGoogle 


A^D   ms   CAMPAIfiXS.  89 

Tho  Army  of  the  Ohio  (centre),  under  Gteneral  BuelL 
The  Army  of  the  Mississippi  (left),  uniier  General  Pope. 
Tho  Arm/  of  the  Tennesaee  (right),  acder  General  Grant. 

This  grand  army  was  composed  of  sixteen  divisions, 
eight  of  which  formed  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
were  placed  under  the  immediate  command  of  Genera! 
Grant ;  four  under  General  Pope,  and  four  under  Genera! 
Buell.  General  Grant's  command  waa,  therefore,  as  largo 
as  the  two  other  armies  combined,  and  was  divided  into 
the  "right"  or  active  wing,  under  General  Thomas,  and  the 
"  reserve"  under  General  McClemand. 

About  this  time,  an  almost  universal  hue  and  cry  was 
raised  against  General  Grant,  by  the  friends  of  those 
who  had  fallen  at  Donelson  and  Shiloh.  The  charges 
preferred  against  him  were  incapacity  and  inebriety,  and 
the  pereons  who  made  them  had,  doubtless,  been  stiiTed  up 
by  those  who  wished  to  kill  the  rising  fame  of  the  heroic 
commander.  The  feeling  against  him  even  found  its  way 
into  the  halls  of  Congress,  and  every  effort  was  made  to 
remove  him  from  his  command.  The  Hon.  E.  B,  Wash- 
burno,  representing,  in  Congress,  the  Galena  District — the 
home  of  both  General  Grant  and  himself — promptly  under- 
took his  defence.*  The  Governors  of  the  Western  States 
went  down  in  a  body  to  General  Halleck,  at  Pittsburg 
Landing,  and  tried  to  induce  bim  to  send  General  Grant 
away  from  that  army.  But  General  Halleck  knew  bia 
worth  too  well  to  adopt  such  a  course.  He,  instead,  gave 
him,  on  May  1  st,  a  far  higher  position,  by  placing  him  second 
in  command  to  himself  over  the  grand  army,  allowing  him 
to  retain  the  persona!  command  of  his  own  special  forces 
on  the  right,  and  of  tho  District  of  the  Tennessee,  in 
which  the  expected  battle  was  to  be  fought. 

*  See  Appendix  F. 


d^vGoogle 


100  GENERAL   GBAST 

Greneral  Beauregard,  teing  advised  of  the  manner  of 
procedure  of  the  Union  troops,  and  expecting  a  severe  bat- 
tle, called  for  all  the  re-enforcements  he  could  obtain.  On 
the  2d  of  May,  1862,  a  strong  rebel  force  concentrated  at 
Corinth,  and  to  thia  united  command,  he  issued  a  very 
spirited  address. 

EeconnoisBances  were  continually  being  sent  out  by  the 
Union  commanders ;  and,  on  the  8th  of  May,  the  cavalry 
penetrated  the  rebel  lines  to  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
Corinth.  The  rebels  also  made  several  dashes  upon  the 
Union  linos,  and  even  succeeded  in  causing  the  retirement 
of  some  of  the  forces  on  the  left. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  a  consultation  of  the  chief  officers 
■was  held  at  General  Halleck's  bead-quarters,  and  it  was 
determined  tbat  a  general  advance  should  be  made  of  the 
whole  grand  army.  Shortly  after  this  consultation,  the 
movement  of  the  troops  commenced.  Steadily  and  surely 
did  they  all  push  forward  towards  a  common  centre,  which 
was  understood  to  be  Corinth,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
men  was  only  kept  within  bounds  by  the  knowledge  that 
toeecure  victory,  a  terrific  battle  would  have  soon  to  be 
fought. 

The  rebels,  however,  were  determined  that  the  Union 
troops  should  not  arrive  at  Corinth,  or  in  its  close  vicinity, 
without  a  straggle.  Therefore,  on  May  17,  1862,  General 
Sherman's  Fifth  Division  of  General  Grant's  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  was  brought  into  actual  conflict  with  the  rebel 
troops,  at  Russell's  House,  on  the  road  to  that  city.  The 
rebels,  were  forced  to  give  way,  and  fell  back  to  their 
strongholds,  while  tlie  Unionists  continued  to  occupy  this 
former  rebel  position,  which  they  intrenched. 

When  the  strength  of  Corinth  was  definitely  ascertained, 
it  was  determined  to  reduce  the  fortified  city  by  regular 
approaches.      General  Beauregard   being,  as  an  engineer 
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officer,  fuUy  aware  of  the  ultimatfl  result  of  such  a  course 
of  action,  began  to  withdraw  his  garrison  by  the  roads  still 
open  to  biai.  This  movement  became  the  more  necessary, 
38  the  U.  S.  naval  forces  were  rapidly  approaching  Mem- 
phis from  above,  and  New  Orleans  and  other  points  of  the 
Mississippi  River  below  had  already  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  Unionists.  Should  Memphis  and  Vicksburg  be 
taken  before  his  forces  could  escape  from  Corinth,  it  was 
more  than  likely  that  his  whole  command,  which  was  be- 
coming demoralized,  would  have  surrendered,  rather  than 
endure  the  horrors  of  a  siege. 

To  cover  his  retrograde  moveraonta,  General  Beauregard 
scot  out  a  force  to  resist  the  advance  of  the  Union  troops, 
wlio  were  about  to  take  possession  of  the  ridge  to  the 
North  of  Phillip's  Creek.  On  May  21st,  the  Second  Di- 
vision of  General  Graat's  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under 
General  T.  A.  Davis,  made  the  necessary  moyemcnts  to 
occupy  the  elevation;  but  found  the  rebels  very  strongly 
posted.  By  a  feint  of  a  retreat  the  garrison  was  brought 
out  of  their  works,  and,  after  a  vigorous  contest,  was  com- 
pletely routed.  The  Union  division  then  took  possession  of 
the  heights,  securing  at  the  same  time  several  prisoners,  with 
their  arms,  camp  equipage,  etc.  A  reconnoiesance  was 
then  made  towards  Corinth,  to  find  out  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  who  still  was  able  to  show  a  bold  front. 

The  parallels  of  the  Union  army  began  daily  to  get 
nearer  and  nearer  to  the  city,  and  skirmishing  was  a  con- 
stant occurrence  along  the  whole  line.  A  sharp  fight  be- 
tween General  Sherman's  division  and  the  rebels  took 
place  on  May  37th  ;  but  as  the  latter,  notwithstanding  that 
ihey  were  in  larger  force  than  the  Unionists,  retreated,  it  is 
now  plainly  to  be  seen  that  the  contest  was  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  delaying  the  advance  of  the  Union  army. 

General  Sherman,  in  his  report  of  the  engagement,  says  : 
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"  TJie  enemy  was  evidently  surprised,  and  only  killed  two  of  our  men, 
nnd  wounded  nine.  After  he  had  reached  the  ridge,  he  opened  on  ua 
with  a  two-gun  battery  on  the  right  and  another  from  the  front  and  left, 
doing  my  brigadea  but  little  harm,  but  killing  three  of  General  Veateh'a 
men.  With  our  artillery  we  soon  silCTCcd  his,  and  by  ten  A.  M,  we  were 
masters  of  the  position.  Generals  Grant  aad  Ttmmas  were  present  daring 
the  affair  and  witjusse^l  iU  movement,  which  was  admirably  executed,  all 
the  officers  and  men  Iteeping  their  places  like  real  aoldiera." 

The  above  extract  plainly  removes  the  impression  whicb 
had  been  formed  that  General  Grant  had  been  relieved  from 
actual  command  in  the  field  for  the  result  of  the  first  day's 
engagement  at  Sbilob. 

Three  columns  of  Union  troops  advanced  the  next  day, 
under  the  personal  siiperintendeace  of  Generiil  Grant,  to 
witbin  gunshot  of  the  rebel  works  at  Corinth,  and  made  a 
reconnoissance  in  force.  The  rebels  hotly  contested  the 
ground ;  but  being  closely  pressed  had  to  fall  back,  with 
considerable  loss.  The  column  on  the  loft  encountered  the 
greatest  opposition. 

The  following  account  of  the  advance  is  given  by  one 
who  participated  in  the  siege  : 


.  Though  the  task  be  a  most  difficult  one,  yet  I  will  try  to  ^ve  your 
readers  a  faint  idea  of  the  scenes  which  an  advance  presents. 

First,  the  enemy  must  be  driven  badt.  Regiments  and  artillery  are 
placed  in  position,  and  generally  the  cavalry  is  in  advance,  but  when 
the  opposing  forces  are  in  close  proximity  the  infantry  does  tha  work. 
The  whole  front  ia  covered  by  a  cloud  of  skirmishers,  and  then  reserves 
fornied,  and  then,  in  connection  with  the  main  line,  they  advance.  For 
a  moment,  all  is  still  as  the  grave  to  those  in  the  background;  as  the 
line  moves  on,  the  eye  is  strained  in  voin  to  follow  the  skirraiahers  as 
tliey  creep  silently  forward ;  then,  from  some  point  of  the  line,  a  single 
rifle  rings  through  the  forest,  sharp  and  clear,  and,  as  if  in  echo,  another 
answers  it.  In  a  moment  more  the  whole  line  resounds  with  the  din  of 
arms.  Hero  the  fire  is  slow  and  steady,  tbere  it  rattles  with  fearAil 
rapidity,  and  this  laiugled  with  the  great  roar  of  the  resoruea  as  the 
skirmishers  chance  a;  any  point  to  be  driven  in ;   aad  if,  by  reason  of 
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superior  force,  tbesa  Toserves  fall  back  to  the  main  force,  then  every 
nook  and  oovner  aeema  full  of  sound.  The  batlsriea  open  their  terrible 
voices,  and  their  sLella  aing  horribly  while  winging  their  flight,  and 
tlieir  dull  csplosion  speaks  plainly  of  death ;  their  caniater  imd  grape  go 
crashing  through  the  treea,  rifles  ring,  the  musketa  roar,  and  the  din  is  ter- 
riflc.  Then  the  Blackening  of  tlie  Cre  denotes  the  withdrawing  of  Che  one 
party,  and  the  more  distant  pickat-Qring,  that  the  work  waa  acoompliah- 
ed.  The  silence  becomes  almoaC  painful  al^er  such  a  scene  as  this,  and 
no  one  can  conceive  of  the  eflect  who  has  not  eiperienccd  it ;  it  cannot 
be  described.  The  occasional  firing  of  the  picketa,  which  shows  tlia.t 
tlie  new  lines  are  catabliahed,  actuailj  occasions  a  sense  of  relief.  The 
moTementa  of  the  mind  under  such  circumstances  are  sudden  and 
strong.  It  awaita  with  intense  aniiety  the  opening  of  the  contest,  it 
rises  with  the  din  of  battle,  it  sinks  with  the  lull  which  follows  It,  and 
finda  itself  in  fit  condition  M  sympathize  moat  deeply  with  the  torn  and 
bleeding  ones  that  are  fast  being  borne  to  the  rear. 

T\'hen  the  ground  is  clear,  then  the  time  for  working  parties  has 
arrived,  and  as  this  is  the  description  of  a  real  scone,  let  me  premise 
that  the  works  were  to  reach  through  the  centre  of  a  large  open  farm  of 
at  least  three  hundred  acres,  surrounded  by  woods,  one  side  of  it  being 
occupied  by  rebel  pickets.  These  bad  been  driven  back  aa  I  hare 
described. 

The  lino  of  the  works  was  selected,  and  at  tlie  word  of  command 
three  thousand  men,  with  axes,  spades,  and  picks,  stepped  out  into  the 
open  field  fronj  their  cover  in  the  woods ;  in  alm.ost  as  short  a  time  as  it 
takes  to  tell  it,  the  fenoB-riiila  wliich  surrounded  and  divided  three 
hundred  acres  into  convenient  farm-lots  ware  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
men,  and  on  the  way  to  the  intended  line  of  works.  In  a  few  moments 
more  a  long  hnc  of  crib-work:  stretches  Over  the  slope  of  the  hill,  as  if 
another  anaconda  fold  had  been  twisted  around  the  rebels.  Then  as 
for  a  time,  the  ditches  deepen,  the  cribs  fill  up,  the  dirt  is  packed  on  the 
outer  side,  the  bushes  and  all  points  of  concealment  arc  cleared  from  the 
front,  and  the  centre  tf  visions  of  our  army  had  taken  a  long  stride  to- 
wards the  rebel  works.  The  siege-guns  are  brought  up  aud  placed  in 
coninianding  positions,  A  log  house  furnishes  the  hewn  and  seasoned 
timber  for  the  platforms,  and  the  plantation  of  3  Southern  lord  has  been 
thus  speedily  transferred  into  one  of  Uncle  Sam's  strongholds,  where 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  float  proudly.  Thus  had  the  whole  army  (under 
the  immediate  charge  of  General  Grant,  the  commander  in  the  field) 
worked  itself  up  into  the  very  teeii  of  tlie  rebel  workg,  and  rested  there 
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OQ  Thursday  night,  the  twenty-eighth,  expecting  a  general  engagement 

Soon  after  daylight,  on  Friday  morning,  the  anny  ivas  startled  by  rapid 
and  long'Oontintied  eiploaiona,  similar  to  musketry,  but  much  louder. 
The  convietion  flashed  across  my  mind  that  tlie  rebels  were  blowing  up 
their  loose  ammunition  and  leaving.  The  dense  smoke  arising  in  the 
direction  of  Corinth  strenglliened  this  belief,  and  soon  the  whole  army 
was  advancing  on  a  grand  reconnoissance.  Tlio  distance  through  the 
woods  was  short,  and  in  a  few  minutes  shouts  arose  from  the  rebel  lines, 
which  told  that  our  army  was  in  tlie  enemy's  trenches.  Heg^ment  after 
regiment  pressed  on,  and  passing  through  extensive  camps  just  vacated, 
soon  reached  Corinth  and  found  half  of  it  in  Sames,  Beauregard  and 
lira^  had  left  Uie  aftemoou  before  and  the  rear-guard  had  passed  out 
of  the  town  before  dayhght,  leaving  enough  str^fglers  to  commit  many 
ects  of  vandalism,  at  the  eipense  of  private  property.  They  burned 
churches  and  other  pubhc  buildings,  private  goods,  stores  and  dwell- 
ings, and  choked  up  half  the  wells  in  town.  In  the  camps  imme- 
diately around  the  toivn,  there  were  few  evidences  of  hasty  retreat,  but 
on  the  right  flank  where  Price  and  Van  Dom  were  encamped,  the 
destruction  of  baggage  and  atores  was  rory  great,  showing  precipitate 
fliglit.    Portions  of  our  army  were  immediately  put  in  pursuit. 

It  seems  that  it  was  the  slow  and  careful  approach  of  General  Halleck 
wliich  caused  the  retreat.  They  would  doubtless  have  remained  had 
we  attacked  their  positions  without  first  securing  our  rear,  but  they 
could  not  stand  a  siege.  Their  position  was  a  most  commanding  one 
and  well  protected.* 

The  works  wore  first  occupied  by  the  Fifth  Division  of 
General  Grant's  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major-General  William  T.  Shennim,  which  hody 
of  troops  had,  between  the  interval  of  leaving  Shiloh  and 
the  occupation  of  Corinth,  occupied  and_  strongly  intrench- 
ed seven  distinct  camps,  in  a  manner  to  excite  the  admira- 
tion and  high  commendation  of  the  commanding  generals. 
This  division  had  occupied  the  right  flank  of  the  grand 
army  during  the  whole  advance,  and  was  consequently  the 
more  exposed  by  their  position  ;  having  to  detail  a  larger 
*  Corinth  Correspondence  of  the  Cincinnati  Gazette. 


d^vGoogle 


AND   HIS   CAMrAIGNS.  105 

guiirrl  a;nl  pei'foi'jn  more  work  than  their  companion  divis- 

Shortly  before  midnight,  on  May  29th,  1862,  the  reman- 
ing portion  of  the  rebel  army  was  withdrawn  from  the 
works,  leaving  their  pickets  unprutectcd.  The  evacuation 
of  Corinth  at  the  time,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done, 
was  a  clear  back  down  from  the  high  and  arrogant  tone 
heretofore  nsed  by  the  rebels.  They  had  chosen  their  own 
ground,  which  they  had  tbrtified,  occupying  a  very  large 
force  for  two  months  in  the  construction  of  their  defences, 
and  it  was  naturally  supposed  that  the  works  were  fully 
strong  enough  to  secure  the  defeat  of  the  assailants. 

Corinth  was,  indeed,  a  stronghold,  and  its  importance  to 
whichever  side  should  hold  Jt  cannot  be  over  estimated. 
As  atr  evidence  of  that  fact,  it  was  kept  by  the  United 
States  forces  as  a  strong  military  post  until  the  begin- 
ning of  1864,  and  a  projjer  garrison  there  retained. 

The  following  description  of  the  occupation  of  Corinth, 
written  on  the  spot,  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  our 
readers : 

CoKlKTH,  May  30,  1883. 

The  siege  of  Corinth,  begun  on  April  30th,  ended  this  morning. 
About  half-past  sLi,  in  the  morning,  orders  to  march  were  reeeiyed,  and 
at  seven,  the  greater  portion  of  the  men  were  outside  their  breHstworks, 
cautiously  feeling  their  way  through  the  dense  underbrush  which  inter- 
vened between  our  fortifications  and  the  defences  of  Corinth  i  but  after 
proceeding  tliree-eighths  of  a  mile,  they  came  to  an  open  space,  and  the 
I'iifmy's  works,  abandoned  and  desolate,  burst  upon  their  astonished 
gaze.  ■  The  sight  was  entirely  unexpected. 

The  opening  was  made  by  the  rebels,  who  had  felled  the  timber  for 
about  three  hundred  yards  in  front  of  their  intrenchments,  for  the 
double  purpose  of  obstructing  our  progress  and  giving  them  a  fair  view 
of  our  column  when  within  rifle-range. 

The  view  from  the  highest  point  of  the  rebel  works,  immediately  in 

front  of  Davies's,  now  Eosecrans's  division,  of  Grant's  Army  of  the 

Tennessee,  was  truly  grand.     The  circle  of  vision  was  at  least  five 

Eiih's  in  eitent,  stretching  from  the  extreme  right  to  the  eitretne  left 

5* 
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and  the  amgoj&cont  display  of  banners,  the  briatJing  of  shinmg 
bayonets,  and  the  steady  step  of  Uie  handsomely  attired  soldiers,  prc- 
seaCed  a  pageant  which  has  seldom  been  wiCnsaaed  on  this  continent. 

Upon  niaay  of  the  regimental  ensigns  were  printed  '  Wilson's 
Creek,'  '  Dug  Springs,  '  Donelson,'  or  '  Shiloh,'  and  one  or  two  ways  all 
Iheae  mottoes  in  the  breeze.  Those  wlio  passed  through  all  these 
trying  ordeals,  unacatlied,  or  who  received  honorable  wounds  in  eitlier, 
in  ftiture  can  look  back  upon  a  life  devoted  to  their  country's  service, 
and  feel  that  proud  aatisfaotioQ  whicli  is  denied  to  others  cot  less  patri- 
otic, but  loss  fortunate.  In  future  pageants  in  honor  of  the  nation's 
birthday  when  tbe  last  relics  of  former  struggles  liave  become  eitinct, 
and  when  these  shall  be  bowed  down  with  age,  they  will  be  their 
country  s  honore  1  g  icsta  and  receive  tiiat  consideration  duo  their 
noble  deedf 

Notwithstand  ng  the  desffe  of  the  soldiers  to  possess  themselves  of 
relics  of  the  retreatmg  foe  j  erfpct  order  was  mnictained  in  the  lines. 
Your  correspondent  wandered  around  the  Iii^e  area  lately  occupied  by 
the  rebel  troops,  but  found  fen  trophies  which  were  worth  preserving. 
A  broken  swotd  and  double-barreled  shut-gun  were  picked  up  after  an 
hotflr's  search,  but  these  were  seized  by  the  Provost-Marshal  at  the 
landing,  and  confiscated. 

The  enemy,  with  the  eiception  of  the  rear-guard,  had  left  with  the 
greatest  deliberation.  A  few  worthless  tonts,  some  heavy  kettles,  a 
largo  number  of  old  barrels,  tin  cujis,  and  articles  of  this  description, 
were  the  only  camp  equipages  not  taken  away 

There  is  nothing  so  desolate  as  a  new!)  deserted  camp  But  yes 
ferday,  and  all  was  life  and  animation  lo-day  the  white  t«nts 
have  disappeared,  the  heavy  footsteps  hai  e  ceased  to  sound,  and 
no  evidence,  save  the  desolated,  hard-trodden  ground  and  a  few 
lent-stakes,  remain  to  tell  the  story. 

Nothing  surprised  me  more  than  the  character  of  the  rebel  wjrks 
From  the  length  of  time  Beauregard's  army  had  been  octupymg 
tho  place,  with  a  view  to  its  defence,  and  from  the  importance  the  rebel 
general  attached  to  it,  in  his  dispateii  which  was  intercepted  by  General 
Mitohel,  I  had  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  fortifications  were  really 
formidable.  But  such  was  not  the  ease.  I  admire  the  engineering 
which  dictated  the  position  of  tlie  intrenchments,  and  Oie  lines  they  oc- 
cupied, but  that  is  all  that  deserves  the  slightest  commendation. 

But  a  single  line  of  general  fortifications  had  been  constructed,  and 
these  were  actually  less  formidable  than  those  thrown  up  by  our  forces  last 
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nighl;,  atter  oooupjuu;  a  new  position.  There  were,  besidua  lliis  g'^i*- 
rai  line,  occasional  rifle-pita,  both  outoido  and  inside  the  worlis,  but  tltoy 
could  have  been  constructed  by  three  relief  detaQs  in  9iK  houra. 

The  only  fortiSoations  raaUy  worlliy  tbe  name,  were  &  few  pointa 
whBre  batteries  were  located,  but  these  could  not  have  resisted  our  Par- 
rot and  siege-guns  half  an  hour.  Yet  the  positions  occupied  by 
the  breastworks  were  oapablo  of  being  strengthened  so  as  to  tender 
them  almost  insuhierable  to  a  front  attack,  and  no  little  difficulty  would 
have  been  eipericnced  in  flanldng  the  position,  either  on  tbe  tight 
or  left. 

The  works  were  ou  the  brow  of  a  ridge,  considerably  higher  than  any 
in  Hie  surrounding  eountry,  and  at  the  foot  of  it  waaaravioe,  correspond- 
ingly deop.  The  zigsag  course  of  the  line  gave  the  dufenders  tiie  com- 
mand of  all  the  feasible  approaches,  and  hundreds  could  have  been 
mowed  down  at  every  step  made  by  an  assailing  army,  even  from  the 
imperfeot  earth-banks  which  had  been  Ihro 
Had  a  fight  occurred,  it  "must  have  beei 
this  respect  we  had  the  advantage,  both  ii 
guns ;  but  had  they  improved  the  Edvanta; 
fied  as  men  who  really  intended  to  make  a  stubborn  defence,  this  supe- 
riority might  have  been  overcome. 

The  conduct  of  the  rebels  is,  indeed,  beyond  comprehension.  Here  ia 
a  place  commanding  several  important  railroads ;  a  place,  the  seizure  of 
wliich  Beauregard  confessed,  in  his  celebrated  dispatch  to  Cavis,  would 
open  to  ua  the  vaUey  of  the  Mississippi ;  a  position  capable  of  as  stubborn 
a  defence  as  Sebaslopol,  and  yet  scarcely  an  etfort;  is  made  to  fortify 
it,  and  its  possessors  fly  at  our  approach.  A  stubborn  resistance,  even 
though  foUowed  by  defeat^  would  command  respect  abroad ;  but  a  suc- 
cession of  evacuations,  upon  the  slightest  approach  of  danger,  can  insure 
only  contempt. 

The  troops  from  every  direction  marched  toward  a  common  centre- 
Corinth  ;  and  as  they  neared  each  other  and  friends  recognized  fricnda, 
whom  they  liad  not  seen  for  weeks  or  months,  though  separated  but  a 
few  miles,  greetinirs  were  exchaDged,  and  as  repments  met  for  the  flrat 
time  since  leaving  tlio  bloody  fields  of  Donelson  and  ShUoh,  cheer  after 
cheer  resounded  through  the  forests,  and  were  echoed  and  re-echoed  by 
the  hills,  as  if  the  earth  itself  desired  to  prolong  the  sound. 

As  no  rain  had  fallen  for  some  time,  the  roads  were  eiceedmgly 
dusty  as  was  the  whole  camping-grouud,  which  had  been  trampled 
BOli.l  by  eighty  thansand  rebels,     gut  all  forgot  obstacles  and  annoyan- 


d^vGoogle 


103  GEXEKAJj   GRANT 

ces  in  the  eagerness  to  see  the  town  befure  which  they  had  kin  so  long. 
A  little  after  eight  o'clock,  a  portion  of  the  left  and  centre  filed  in,  and 
were  met  by  Mr.  Harrington,  the  Mayor's  clerk,  who  asked  protection 
for  private  property,  and  for  such  of  the  citizana  as  hod  determined  to 
rCQiain.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  his  request  wss  granted,  and  guards 
stationed  at  every  door,  as  the  object  of  our  march  is  not  to  plunder,  but 


Corinth  is  biiih  upon  low  lands  and  clay  soil,  bo  that  in 
wet  weather  the  place  may  very  ]>roperly  be  denominated 
&  swamp ;  but  the  soil  is  as  easily  affduted  by  the  drought 
as  by  rains.  Jnst  outside  of  the  town  are  the  ridges, 
which  might  be  appropriately  denominated  hills,  and  upon 
which  sec;md,  third,  and  fourth  lines  of  defences  could  have 
beon  erected.  The  highest  lands  are  in  the  direction  of 
Fiirmington  on  the  east,  and  College  Hill  on  the  south- 
west. The  town  is  situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  and  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroads,  both 
very  important  lines  of  communication,  and  indispensable 
to  the  enemy.  The  town  is  nearly  all  north  of  the  Mem- 
phis and  east  of  the  Mobile  road.  Corinth  wasat  one  timea 
pleasant  coantry  village,  of  about  1,200  inhabitants,  and  the 
houses  wore  bailt  in  the  style  only  used  in  the  South. 

The  rebel  generals  all  had  their  head-quarters  in  houses 
during  the  siege,  generally  occupying  the  finest  residences 
intheplSos.  Beauregard's  wis  on  the  east  of  the  Purdy 
road,  and  at  the  outskirts  of  the  village.  The  rebel  chief- 
tain was  evidently  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and  lux- 
iiries  of  life.  Telegraph  wires  run  in  every  direction  from 
the  building,  bnt  the  wires  were  all  cut,  and  the  instruments 
taken  away  at  the  time  the  plase  was  evacuated ;  so  tliat 
when  our  army  took  possession  of  Corinth,  they  conld  only 
judge  of,  but  codd  not  use,  these  means  of  communication. 

The  Union  forces  engaged  in  the  pursnit,  which  was  con- 
*  Army  ooFfespondence. 
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ducted  with  great  rapidity  and  skill,  followed  the  rebels 
fir  down  the  Mohile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  through  a  diffi- 
ciit  country  much  obstructed  by  the  enemy.  On  the  after- 
noon of  the  30th  of  May  theTJalon  forces,  which  were  sent 
out  on  the  night  of  May  28th  to  cut  off  the  rebel  retreat, 
reached  Boonesville,  Miss.,  and  there  destroyed  the  track 
iii  many  places  both  north  and  south  of  the  town,  blew  up 
one  culvert,  burned  the  depot,  locomotives  and  a  train  of 
twenty-six  cars  loaded  with  supplies,  destroyed  a  quantity 
of  arms,  including  artillery,  clothing,  and  amtnanition,  be- 
sides taking  a  number  of  prisoners  who  belonged  to  the 
rear  of  the  retreating  forces.  So  desolated  had  the  coun- 
try become,  that  the  pursuers  had  to  live  upon  meat  alone, 
such  as  they  could  find  around  them  on  their  line  of  travel. 
Colonel  Elliott,  the  commander  of  the  cavalry,  not  having 
any  wagons  with  him,  could  not  collect  food  and  forage : 
he,  however,  found  a  few  sheep,  which  he  devoted  to  the 
use  of  his  followers ;  but  the  flesh  was  very  poor  and  tough. 
The  prisoners  he  captured  were  mostly  infantry,  and  find- 
ing that  he  would  have  very  great  difficulty  in  looking  after 
them,  if  he  took  them  along  with  Mm,  he  merely  disarmed 
them  and  sent  them  about  their  business. 

Plans  were  laid  by  the  rebels  to  cut  off  Colonel  Elliott's 
command  on  its  return  ;  but  the  colonel  judiciously  chose 
another  road,  by  which  he  escaped  the  snare,  and  arrived 
safely  at  Tussumbia  on  June  1st,  1862.  The  route  taken 
in  the  advance  was  by  luka,  Eastport,  and  Fulton,  thence 
along  the  Tuscumbia  and  Jacinto  road  to  Cartersville, 
thonce  to  Padens  and  Boonesville,  whei-e  the  damage  was 
principally  inflicted  on  the  rebels.  The  return  was  by  the 
ro.i.d  to  Tuscumbia, 

On  the  9th  of  June,  1S62,  General  Halleck  reported  that 
the  rebels  had  fallen  back  fifty  miles  fi'om  Corinth,  by  the 
,   railroad  route,  and  seventy  miles  by  the  wagon 
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road,  and  that  the  estimated  rebel  loss,  during  the  cam- 
paigu  near  that  place,  was  about  forty  thousand  men.  He 
also  reported  a  state  of  demoralization  existing  in  General 
Beanregard's  army,  and  that  the  prisoners  taken  in  many 
cases  begged  that  they  should  not  be  exchanged,  as  they 
had  purposely  allowed  themseWes  to  be  captured. 

Holly  Springs,  Mies.,  on  the  railroad  from  Jackson,  Tenn., 
to  New  Orleans,  was  taken  possession  of  by  General  Sher- 
man's forces  of  Grant's  Army,  on  June  20tb,  1862  ;  aud  to 
prevent  surprise  by  the  rebels,  sevt^ral  pieces  of  trestle- 
work  on  the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad  were  destroyed. 
The  rebels,  before  evaeuatiug  the  place,  had  removed  theu- 
m;ichinery  for  the  repairing  and  making  of  arms  to  Atlanta, 


The  campaign  in  this  part  of  the  country  havmg  virtual- 
ly ended,  General  Halleck  was,  on  July  11th,  1862,  ordered 
to  Washington,  to  assume  the  position  Of  General-in-Chief, 
and,  on  the  17th,  took  leave  of  hia  army  in  a  farewell  ad- 
dress, congratulating  the  officers  and  soldiers  belonging  to 
it,  on  their  endurance  and  bravery. 
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THE  DEPARTMENT    OF    WEST    TBXNESSE 

The  reniovai  of  General  H:illock  iVom  the  commaad  of  so 
lurge  a  tract  of  country,  naturally  ied  to  a  reorganization 
of  the  forces  in  tlio  West,  and  new  departments  wer» 
created  out  of  the  original  Department  of  the  Mississippi. 
Genei-al  BueH'a  forces  were  separated,  and  formed  into  the 
Department  of  the  Ohio,  embracing  the  district  of  coaiitry 
north  and  east  of  the  Tennessee  River.  Missouri  was  also 
formed  into  a  distinct  department. 

All  the  country  from  the  Mississippi  River  to  the  we-^t- 
ern  shores  of  the  Tennessee,  Cairo,  Forts  Henry  and 
Donelsoii,  the  -western  shore  of  the  Mississippi  River,  arid 
the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  was  formed 
into  the  " Dcpaitment  of  West  Tennessee."  Of  this  de- 
partment, General  Grant  was  made  the  commander,  with 
his  head-quarters  at  Corinth. 

Mem]ihis,  which  had  surrendered  on  June  6th,  1863,soon 
after  the  evacuation  of  Corinth,  and  had  been  occupied  at 
once  by  the  Union  forces,  now  formed  part  of  this  depart- 
ment, and  became,  by  this  time,  a  very  important  post, 
both  as  a  base  of  operations  and  of  supplies.  General 
Grant,  while  commanding  the  district,  visited  the  post  as 
soon  as  convenient,  and  placed  it  under  the  jurisdictioii  of 
a  provo8^ma^shal.  Among  other  orders,  he  issued  the 
following,  as  it  was  necessary  to  prevent  the  co-operation 
between  the  latent  rebels  in  that  city  with  those  in  arms 
outside  our  lines: 
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Hbad'Quaetees,  DiamicT  of  West  Tennessee,  J 
Office  1'eovost-Mabshal  Gen'ekal,        t 
Memphis,  Jutis  28,  ISG^.  ) 

[Special  Orders,  No.  4.] 

PsasoB  issued  for  persons  to  pass  out  of  the  city  ivill  be  uEiierstcod 
to  mean  tlio  person  alone,  and  ivill  not  include  goods,  letters,  or  pack- 
ages. 

Where  letters  are  found  on  persons  passing  out,  without  being 
marked  PASSED  by  the  Provost-Marshal,  Pest  Commander,  or  General, 
Commanding,  they  will  be  seized  and  delivered  to  the  Provost-Marshal 
and  the  offender  arrested. 

Powder,  lead,  percussion  caps,  and  fire-arms  of  all  descriptions,  are 
positively  prohibited  from  being  carried  out  of  the  city  by  citizens. 
Citizens  are  also  prohibited  ft'om  carrying  them  witliin  the  city  limits  on  ■ 
pain  of  forfeiture  of  such  weapons,  and  ten  days'  confinement,  for  the 
first  offence,  and  expulsion  south  of  our  lines,  to  be  treated  as  spies,  if 
ever  caught  within  tliem  thcrcafler,  for  the  second. 

By  coramaud  of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant. 

■Wa.  8.  HiLLYBR,  Promst-MorsJud  General. 

Finding  that  tiie  above  appeared  to  have  had  no  effect  in 
stopping  the  illicit  traffic,  General  Grant  caused  the  follow- 
ing positive  ordei'S  to  be  issued,  which  determination 
greatly  aided  hira  in  restoring  the  city  of  Memphis  to 
order  and  loyahy. 

District  op  West  lEyNESSKE,  1 

Office  of  tiie  Provost-Mabshal  Geneeai,  \ 

Memphis,  Tbsn.,  July  9,  1862.  ) 

[S^pucial   Ordeis,  Ko.  13.] 

*  #  «  *  *  * 

All  passes  heretofore  issued  to  citizens,  either  by  the  Commanding 
General,  the  Provost-Marshal  General,  the  Provost-Marahal  of  Memphis, 
or  any  other  officer,  which  may  have  been  issued  without  tlie  party 
being  required  to  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance,  or  give  the  proscribed 
Parole  of  Honor,  are  hereby  revoked. 

No  pass  will  be  grauted  in  any  case  hereafter,  except  upon  the  taking 
of  the  oath  or  parole. 

The  parole  will  be  substituted  for  the  oath   only  in  special  cases  (at 
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the  discretion  of  t\\o  officer  authorised  to  grant  passes),  where  tte  partj 
lives  beyond  the  protection  of  our  army. 

By  command  of  Majot^eneral  GiUKT. 

Wll.  S.  UlLLYEK,  Frovosl-MarsliOl  General 

DsTEiCT  OP  West  Tbnnesssb,        1 
Office  Phovost-Marshal  GenebaI:,  V 
Memphis,  July  10,  1S62.         ) 
[Special  Orders,  No.  U.] 

The  constant  comnmnlcation  betwcec  the  ao-called  Confederate  army 
md  Uioir  friends  and  aympatliizers  in  the  city  of  Memphis,  despite  tlie 
orders  heretofore  issued,  and  the  efforts  to  enforce  them,  iuduood  the 
issuing  of  tlie  following  order; 

The  families  now  residing  in  the  oitry  of  Memphis  of  the  following: 
persons,  ore  required  to  move  south  beyond  tlie  lines  witiiin  five  days 
from  the  date  hereof: 

Kr,,i.— ;U1  perEoa,s  holding  commissions  in  the  so-called  Oonfedotate 
army,  or  who  have  voluntarily  enlisted  in  said  army,  or  who  accompany 
and  are  connected  with  the  saEue. 

Secomi.— All  persons  holding  office  under  or  in  tho  employ  of  the  so- 
called  Confederate  Government. 

Third.— KSi  persons  holding  State,  county,  or  rotmioipal  offices,  who 
claim  allegiance  to  said  so^lled  Confederate  Government,  and  who 
hiwe  abandoned  their  families  and  gone  South. 

Safe  conduct  will  be  given  to  the  parties  hereby  required  to  leave, 
upon  application  to  the  Provost- Marshal  of  Memphis, 

By  command  of  Major-General  Grast. 

District  of  "West  Teskesbeb,  j 

Oftiob  op  the  Photost-Mabbhal  Gebbbal,  V 
Memphis,  Tbsn.,  Ji^ij  11,  1362.  J 

{f'pedol  Orders,  No.   15.].  ^ 

In  order  fliat  innocent,  peaceable,  and  well-disposed  persons  may 
not  suffer  for  the  bad  conduct  of  the  guilty  parties  coming  within 
the  purview  of  Special  Order  So.  U,  dated  Joly  10,  1362,  they  eon  bo 
relieved  from  the  operation  of  said  order  No.  U,  by  signing  the  following 
parole,  and  produoii^  to  the  Ptovost-MarshiJ  General,  or  the  Prm'ost- 
Marshal  of  Memphis,  satisfactory  guarantees  that  they  will  keep  tho 
pledge  therein  made ; 
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First.  I  have  not,  since  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Memphis  by  tlie 
Federal  army,  given  any  aid  to  tlie  so-c^ilied  Confederate  armj,  nor 
given  or  seat  anj'  information  of  the  movements,  strength,  or  position 
of  the  Federal  army  to  any  ono  conneeted  with  said  Oonfaderate  army. 

Second  I  will  not,  during  the  occupaney  of  Memphis  hy  the  Federal 
armj  and  my  residing  therein,  oppose  or  conspire  against  the  civil  or 
military  authority  of  tbe  United  States,  and  that  I  wiE  not  give  aid, 
tomfort,  information,  or  encouragement  to  the  so-called  Confederals 
alloy,  Doi  to  any  person  co-operating  tlicrcivith. 

All  of  whiuh  I  state  and  pledge  upon  my  sacred  honor. 

By  command  of  Major-General  GciKT. 

Wh.  S.  Hulyee,  Frovost-Marslial  General 

And  as  a  warning  to  the  guerillas  who  were  operating 
about  Memphis,  destroying  cotton  and  plundering  from 
iriead  and  foe,  the  following  order  was  also  issued : 

Hbab-Quabters,  Dibt.  of  West  Tesksssee,  I 
Memphis,  Tkkn.,  July  3,  1862.  y 

[Geaerai  Ordur  Xb.  GO.] 

The  system  of  guerilla  warfare  now  being  prosecuted  by  some  troops 
organized  iindet  authority  of  the  so-called  Southern  Confederacy,  and 
others  without  such  authority,  being  so  pernicious  to  the  welfare  of  the 
coinmimity  where  it  is  carried  on,  and  it  being  within  the  power  of  the 
community  to  suppress  tliis  system,  it  is  oi-dered  tluit  wherever  loss  is 
Bustiunod  by  the  Goveminent,  collections  shall  be  made,  by  seizure  of  a 
Bufliclont  amount  of  personal  property,  from  persons  in  the  unmediate 
neighborhood  sympathizing  with  the  rebellion,  to  remunerate  the  Gov- 
cruuent  for  all  loss  and  expense  of  the  same. 

?orsons  acting  as  guerillas  wilJiout  organisation,  and  without  nniform 
to  dietinguisii  them  from  private  citizens,  are  not  entitled  to  tlie  treat- 
ment of  prisoners  of  war  wben  oaugiit,  and  will  not  receive  such  treat- 
ment. By  order  of  Major-General  U.  S-  Grint. 

Jobs  A.  Rawllns,  A.  A.-G. 

The  newspapers  of  Memphis  had  also  continued  to  pub- 
lish articles  of  a  character  likely  to  inflame  the  people 
against  the  United  States  authorities  ;  and  while  such  license 
of  the  press  was  allowed  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 


d^vGoogle 


AST)   ins   CAMPAIGNS.  115 

hare  restored  order  in  that  part  of  the  district.    The  fo!- 
lowirig  doeuraeiits  have  a  very  significant  tone : 

HEiD-QUARTEHS  DiBTHlOT  OP  WeST  TENNESSEE,  1 

Office  PaoTOST-MiESHil.  General,  > 

MBapfiis,  Tenw.,  July  1,  1862.  ) 

Messrs.  Wills,  Bihqham  &  Co.,  Proprietors  of  the  Memphis  Avaiaaclie. 

You  will  saspend  the  further  publication  of  your  paper.     Tiie  spieit 
wilh  which  it  is  conducted  is  regarded  as  both  incendiary  anii  tceaEoc- 
able,  and  its  issue  cannot  longer  be  tolerated. 
This  order  will  be  strictly  observed  from  the  time  of  its  reception. 

By  command  of  Maj.-Gen.  U".  S.  Gsant. 

Wii,  S.  HiLLYEE,  Provost-ilanhat  General 

MBltfPHls,  Jtih/  1,  18G2. 
The  Avalanche  can  continue  by  the  wjllidrawal  of  the  author  of  the 
ohnoiious  article  under  the  caption  of  "  Mischief  Makers,"  and  ihe  edi- 
torial allusion  to  the  same, 

U.  S.  Grant,  liojor-GeaeraL 

To  ODR  Patbons. — For  reasons  apparent  from  the  foregoing  order,  I 
withdrawfrom  the  editorial  majiagement  of  The  Avaiandie.  Self-respect, 
and  the  spirit  of  true  journalism,  forbid  any  longer  atl«mpt  to  edit  a 
paper,  I  approved  and  mdorsed  the  articles  in  qusstioo.  Pnldenee 
forbids  my  saying  more,  and  duty  less,  to  tlie  public. 

Jeptua  Fowucbs. 

The  ruinous  system  of  guerilla  warfare  continuing,  and 
it  being  found  almost  impossible  to  stop  the  contraband 
trade  which  was  being  carried  on  through  Memphis,  in  aid 
of  the»ebeIlion,  General  Grant  appointed  General  Sherman 
to  the  command  of  that  city,  with  the  full  knowledge  that 
his  determination  would  soon  check  both  operations.  On 
the  21st  of  July,  1862,  General  Sherman  assumed  the  com- 
mand, and  it  was  soon  detected  where  the  difficulty  lay,  as 
may  be  judged  from  the  following  order : 

U,  S.  Mir.ItARY  TELBORAI'H,  COitlNTB,  Jvly  26,  18G2. 
To  Brigadier-General  J,  T.  Qoiuby,  Oohanbas,  Ey. 

GekebaL: — Biamiue  the  Vjaggage  of  all  speculators  coming  South, 
nnii  when  they  have  apocio  turn  them  back.     If  medicine  and  other 
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conlrabanil  articles,  arrest  tliom  and  coaflsfiata  the  contrahaiid  articles. 
Jews  should  receive  special  attoQtion. 

(Signed)  U.  9.  anAST,  Majar- Geaer/iL 

He  also  ordered  the  most  stringent  nieasures  to  be 
adopted  against  all  guerillaa  and  their  agents,  and  the  fol- 
lowing dispatch  is  an  evidence  of  the  manner  with  which 
his  orders  were  carried  out : 

Trknton,  Tenh.,  July  29,  1862. 
General: — Tlio  man  who  guided  the  rebels  to  the  bridjje  Uiat  waa 
burned  was  liung  to-day.    Ho  had  taken  the  oalli.     The  housea  of  four 
others  who  aided  have  been  burned  to  the  ground. 

(Signed)  G.  M.  Dodge,  Brigadier- General 

On  July  28th,  General  Grant  ordered  General  Sherman  to 
take  possession  of  all  unoccupied  dwellings,  manufactories, 
and  stores,  within  the  city  of  Memphis,  to  hire  tlicm  out, 
and  to  collect  the  rents  for  the  United  States  Government, 
in  all  cases  where  the  owners  were  absent,  engaged  in 
arms  against  the  United  States.  This  plan  was  adopted  to 
prevent  the  property  being  destroyed  or  abused,  as  well  as 
to  bring  in  a  revenue  from  rebel  sources  to  help  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  war. 

A  portion  of  the  rebel  forces  that  had  been  engaged  at 
Corinth  were  afterwards  concentrated  at  Jackson,  IMiss., 
whence  they  were  sent  to  Vicksburg,  Baton  Rouge,  Port 
Hudson,  and  other  places  along  the  Mississippi  Ri'fcr,  for 
the  pai-pose  of  again  blockading  that  stream.  On  the  5th 
of  August  a  battle  was  fought  at  Baton  Rouge.* 

The  large  number  of  negroes  that  had  found  refuge 
within  the  union  lines,  were  about  this  time  becoming  a  seri- 
ous incubus  upon  the  commanders  of  the  army,  and  it  was 

•  Although  this  battle  occurred  outside  of  the  limits  of  General  Grant's 
department,  it  is  here  alluded  to — as  it  will  be  found  in  the  course  of 
the  uarrotivo,  lliat  these  movemenLs  were  more  or  less  connected  wilti 
his  grand  campaijpi  of  1863. 
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decided  that  these  men  should  fee  put  at  some  useful  em- 
ployment. General  Grant,  therefore,  to  remedy  tbee\il  in 
his  own  special  department,  issued  the  following  order, 
which  contains  certain  regulations  in  relation  to  both  the 
negro  reiiigees  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  Cunfiacation 
law,  as  passed  by  the  Houses  of  Congress,  and  signed  by 
the  President : 


i,  Depabtment  op  "West  Tennessee,  ) 
ComsTSL,  Miss.,  August  lIUi,  1862.  f 

{General  Ordt^s,  No.  72.] 

The  recent  Act  of  Congress  prohibits  the  army  fiom  returning  fi^i- 
tives  from  labor  ta  their  claitnanta,  and  authorizes  the  employment  of 
such  persona  in  the  service  of  the  gOTerament.  The  following  orders 
are  therefore  published  for  the  guidance  of  the  army  in  this  matter. 

1.  All  fugitives  thus  employed  miist  be  registered;  the  names  of 
the  fugitives  and  claimant  given,  and  must  be  borne  upod  the  morning; 
report  of  the  command  in  which  t]iey  are  iept,  showing  ^ovr  thoy  are 


2.  Fugitives  may  be  employed  as  laborers  in  the  quartefjiaaier  a, 
subsistence,  and  engineer's  depnrtment ;  and  whenever  by  such  employ- 
ment a  soldier  may  be  saved  to  its  ranks,  they  may  be  employed  as 
teamsters  aud  as  compiiny  cooks,  not  exceeding  four  to  a  company,  or 
as  hospital  attendants  and  nurses.  Officers  may  employ  them  as  pri- 
vaie  servants,  in  which  latter  case  the  fugitives  will  not  be  paid  or  ra- 
tioned by  the  government.  Negroes  thus  employed  must  be  secured  as 
authorized  persons,  and  will  be  eicluded  from  the  camps. 

3.  OfEcers  and  soldiers  are  positively  prohibited  from  enticing 
slaves  to  leave  their  masters.  "When  it  becomes  necessary  Ut  employ 
this  liind  of  labor,  the  commanding  officer  of  tlie  post  or  troops  must 
send  details,  all  under  the  charge  of  a  suitable  commissioned  otHoer,  to 
press  into  service  the  slaves  of  persons  to  the  number  required. 

4.  Cilijens  within  reach  of  any  military  station,  known  to  be  dis- 
loyal and  dangerous,  may  be  ordered  away  or  arrested,  and  their  crops 
and  stock  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the  government  or  the  use  of  the 

5.  All  property  taken  from  rebel  owners  must  be  duly  reported 
and  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  government,  and  be  issued  to  the  troops 
through  the  proper  department,  and,  ivlien  nraoticribli'.  U;r  net  of  tailing 
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ahoiild  be  aecompamed  by  the  written  certifloate  of  the  officer  so  taking 
to  the  owner  or  agent  of  audi  property. 

It  is  enjoLnod  on  all  commanders  to  see  that  this  order  is  oiecuted 
strictly  iindor  their  own  direction.  The  demoralization  of  troops  subse- 
quoQt  upon  being  left  to  eieouto  laws  in  their  own  waj  ivithout  a  proper 
head  must  be  avoided. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Grant. 

JohmA.  RiWLiKS,  A,  A.-G. 

It  Trill  be  seen  by  the  last  clause  of  the  above  order  that, 
although  General  Grant  was  perfectly  willing  to  carry  out 
the  laws  according  to  their  letter  and  spirit,  he  was  deter- 
mined that  wholesale  plunder  should  not  be  allowed  within 
die  UmitB  of  his  department. 

Several  had  taken  advantage  of  the  advance  of  the  armies 
to  visit  certain  places  in  the  Southern  States  within  the 
Union  lines.  Among  others  were  a  number  of  individu- 
als who  had  fled  from  their  own  States  to  avoid  the  en- 
rolment ordered  under  tho  Conscription  act.  These  men 
were  generally  of  a  disreputable  character,  and  made  their 
livingby  following  the  army,  robbing  the  soldiers,  or  trad- 
ing with  the  rebels.  To  meet  the  particular  cases  of  these 
men,  the  following  order  was  issued  by  General  Grant 
from  his  departmental  head-quarters, 

HEiO-QlTARTBBB,  DBPARTUEST  OP  "WBST  TEfTKESSEB,  1 

OoRKTH,  Miss.,  August  16,  1862.  J 

IGeneroi   Orders,  Ifo.  11.] 

1.  All  non-residents  of  ttis  department,  found  within  the  same,  who, 
if  at  home,  would  be  subject  to  draft,  will  at  onoa  ba  enrolled  under  tho 
supervision  of  the  local  commandara  where  they  may  be  found,  and,  in 
case  of  a  draft  being  made  by  their  reapective  States,  an  equal  proportion 
will  be  drawn  from  persons  thus  enrolled.  Persons  so  drawn  w-iU  at 
once  be  assigned  to  troops  from  tho  States  to  which  they  owe  military 
aervico,  and  tlio  executive  thereof  notified  of  such  draft. 

2.  All  violation  of  trade  hy^  army  followers   may  be  pxiniuhed   by 
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conflBCation  of  stock  ia  trade,  and  the  aBsigninent  of  olTeinierB  to  do 
military  duty  as  private  soldiers. 

By  command  of  Major-Gencral  U.  S.  Gbant. 

Jons  A.  Rawlins,  A.  A.-G. 

As  far  as  actual  fighting  was  concerned,  it  may  be  safely 
stated  that  from  June  to  September,  1 862,  General  Grant's 
Department  waa  particularly  quiet.  Skirmishes  would 
occasionally  take  place  between  guerillas  and  the  troops 
occupying  small  districts,  as  at  Bolivar,  on  August  30th, 
and  at  Medon  Station  of  the  Mississippi  Central  Railroad, 
on  AnguBt  31st.  On  all  these  occasions  the  rebel  troops 
were  generally  worsted,  so  well  had  General  Grant  looked 
after  the  defences  of  these  posts. 

During  the  early  part  of  September,  1863,  the  rebel 
forces  in  the  Southwest  began  to  make  a  general  advance 
upon  the  Union  positions.  General  Bragg  issued  an  order 
on  September  5,  1862,  which  he  dated  at  Sparta,  in  the 
most  southern  part  of  Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving 
the  Union  troops  as  to  his  actual  whereabouts,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  he  was  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  preparing  to 
make  a  flank  movement  through  East  Tennessee  and  Ken- 
tucky, to  the  Ohio  River.  The  deceitful  order  certainly 
misled  the  commander  of  the  army  of  the  Ohio  ;  but  did 
not  impose  upon  General  Grant,  nor  the  officers  under  his 
command,  as  cavalry  reconnoissances  were  continuaEy 
being  sent  out  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy. 
The  rebels  soon  discovered  that  General  Grant  was 
sending  troops  to  re-enforce  the  army  in  Kentucky,  and  to 
prevent  him  from  so  doing,  a  portion  of  the  rebel  army  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi  was  detached,  to  operate  against 
his  lines.  General  Grant  hart,  however,  taken  care  of  his 
own  position  while  helping  the  others,  and  the  results  were 
the  glorious  victories  of  luka  and  Corinth. 
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CHAPTER  Xin. 

A, COEi:STH   AND  TOE   HATCHIE. 


The  careful  system  of  recoiinoisBance  adopted  in  General . 
Grant's  army  made  the  commander  of  the  Department 
of  West  Tennessee  and  his  suhordinate  general  ofticera 
fully  a,-wa,Te  of  the  approach  of  the  rehels  upon  their  lines 
long  before  the  actual  attack  took  place.  Even  as  early 
as  September  30th,  1862,  it  was  known  that  General  Sterling 
Price,  at  the  head  of  a  far  superior  force  of  rebel  troops, 
was  marching  upon  the  little  camp  at  Jacinto,  'fiahammgo 
County,  Miss.  Orders  were,  of  course,  quickly  given  to 
break  up  this  camp,  and  take  the  wagon  trains  to  the  de- 
fences at  Corinth.  The  men  who  were  ordered  to  remain 
behind  were  thereby  compelled  to  sleep  on  their  arms  and 
in  the  open  air  for  several  nights. 

On  September  l7th,  a  general  advance  was  ordered  by 
General  Grant,  and  at  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Sep- 
tember 18th  the  regiments  fromCormth  and  Jacinto  were 
pushing  towards  luka,  where  General  Price  had  con- 
centrated his  forces.  The  march  of  the  Union  troops  was 
made  amidst  a  drenching  rain,  and  along  muddy  roads, 
and  they  advanced  upon  the  place  by  different  routes,  the 
force  under  General  Rosecrans,  known  as  the  Army  of  the 
Mississippi,  making  the  advance  along  the  road  from 
the  south,  while  that  under  Generals  Grant  and  Ord  ap- 
proached the  town  from  the  north,  via  Burnsville. 

At  daybreak,  on  the  morning  of  September  I9th,  the 
march  wrs  rpnewed,  and  the  advance  of  General  Hamil- 
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ton's  DiTlsiou  encountered  the  rebel  pickets  at  Earaett'a 
Corners,  on  tbe  roa<l  to  luba.  After  a  sharp  sku-misL, 
tlie  jiiukets  were  driven  six  mile,-^  towards  that  town, 
losing  slightly  in  killed  and  prisonora.  The  division  ag^iiii 
pushed  forward  until  within  two  nii'es  of  Inka,  where 
th<.:y  were  recci^ved  nith  a  hot  fire  of  niusketiy  from  the 
rebels  who  were  posted  Oii  the  ridge  which  commanded 
the  country  for  several  miles  around.  The  engagement 
soon  became  general,  on  this  part  of  the  line,  and  lasted 
until  dark,  when  the  men  threw  themselves  down  on 
their  arms,  to  take  that  rest  so  needed  to  enable  them  to 
renew  the  struggle  on  the  monow.  The  contest  had  been 
very  sanguinary  and  fierce  while  it  lasted,  nearly  one-third 
of  the  Union  forces  engaged  being  placed  fiors  de  combat. 

Daring  the  night  the  rebel  forces  under  Price  evacuated 
the  town,  and  in  the  morning  General  Rosecrans's  troops 
entered  luka  from  the  south,  and  began  pushing  after  the 
flying  rebels.  Shortly  after,  the  forces  under  Generals 
Grant  and  Ord  arrived  by  the  northern  route.  As  the  in- 
tention of  General  Grant  had  been  to  c«t  off  Price's  reti-eat 
by  that  road,  and  as  Price  had  chosen  another  towards 
the  east,  this  part  of  the  ai-my  was  not  engaged,  although 
its  position  contributed  towards  forcing  the  enemy  to 
evacuate  the  place. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  private  letter  of  a  rebel 
to  a  friend,  under  date  of  September  24th,  1862,  contain 
mattei-s  of  interest : 

"  We  held  peaceable  posscRsion  of  luka  for  one  day,  and  on  tlie 
nest  were  alarmed  by  the  booming  of  cannon,  nnd  were  caUed  oijt  to 
spend  the  evening  in  battle  array  in  tlie  woods.  On  tho  evening  of  the 
19th,  wlien  we  supposed  we  were  goinf;  back  to  cnmp,  to  rest  awhile, 
thesbarp  crack  of  musketry  on  tlie  right  of  our  former  lines  told  na 
that  the  cnetny  was  much  nearer  than  we  imagined.  In  fact,  they  had 
almost  penetrated  tlie  town  itself.  How  on  earth,  with  the  woods  full 
of  our  cavalry,  they  could  liave  approached  bo  near  our  lines,  is  a  mys- 
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tery.  Tlie7  had  planted  a  battery  Bufficientlj'  near  to  slioU  General 
PtIgb's  head-quarters,  and  were  cracking  away  at  the  Third  Brigade 
when  the  Fourth  came  up  at  double-quick,  and  then,  for  two  hours  and 
fifteen  minulfls,  was  kept  up  the  moat  terrific  lire  of  musketry  that  ever 
dinned  my  ears.  There  waa  one  continuous  roar  of  small  arms,  while 
grape  and  canister  howled  in  fearful  concert  above  our  heads  ani 
through  our  ranks,  Gonerai  Little  was  shot  dead  early  in  the  action. 
*  •  It  was  a  terrible  struggle,  and  welost  heavily.  All  nfeht  conld  be 
heard  the  groans  of  the  wounded  and  dying,  forming  a  sequel  of  horror 
and  agony  to  the  deadly  struggle,  over  which  night  had  kindly  thrown 
ita  mantle.  Saddest  of  all,  our  dead  wsre  left  unbiaisd,  aitd  maiaj  of  Ifie 
wounded  on  the  battle-field  to  be  taken  in  charge  by  the  eiemij. 

"  Finding  that  the  enemy  were  being  re-enforced  from  the  north,  and  na 
our  strength  would  not  justify  us  in  trying  another  battle,  a  retreat  was 
ordered,  and  we  left  the  town  during  the  night.  Tlie  enemy  pressed 
our  rear  the  neit  day,  and  were  only  kept  ofl'  by  grape  and  canister. 

"It  grieves  me  to  state  that  actsof  vandalism,  disgraceful  to  any  army, 
■were,  howcTer,  perpetrated  along  the  line  of  retreat,  and  makes  mo 
blush  to  own  such  men  as  my  countrymen.  Com-flelds  were  laid  waste, 
potato  patches  robbed,  barn-yards  and  smoke-houses  despoiled,  hogs 
killed,  and  all  kinds  of  outrages  perpetrated  in  broad  daylight  and  m 
full  view  of  the  oEQcers.  The  advance  and  retreat  were  alike  disgrace- 
ful, and  I  have  no  doubt  that  women  and  children  along  the  rout©  will 
cry  for  the  bread  which  has  been  rudely  taken  from  them  by  those  who 
should  have  protected  and  defended  them."* 

The  Army  of  the  Mississippi  bore  the  brunt  of  the  flght, 
but  the  combinations  caused  the  evacuation  of  the  town. 
On  the  niornii:g  of  the  30th  of  September,  1862,  General 
Grant  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  the  general-in- chief 
at  Washington : 

lOEA,  Mras.,  Sepfeniftei-  20,  1863. 
To  Major-General  H.  W.  Halleck,  GeneraUn-Ckief: 

General  Eosecrans.  with  Stanley's  and  Hamilton's  Divisions  and  Mise- 
ner'a  Cavalry,  attacked  Price  south  of  this  village  about  two  hours  before 
dark  yesterday,  and  had   a  sharp  fight  until  night  closed  in.     General 

•  Private  letter  published  in  the  Montgomery  idverdaer,  September, 
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Ord  n'iis  to  the  north  witt  an  armed  force  of  about  6,000  men,  and  had 
some  skirmishing  with  tho  rebel  pickets.  This  mornii^  the  fight  was 
renewed  by  General  Eosecrans,  who  was  nearest  to  the  town ;  but  it 
was  found  that  the  enemy  had  been  evaenating  durinf;  the  night,  goiag 
south.    Generals  Haraiiton   and  Stanley,   with  cavalry,   are   in   full 

Thia  will,  no  doubt,  break  up  the  enemy,  and  possibly  force  them  to 
abandon  much  of  their  artillery.  The  loss  on  either  sido,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  is  from  400  to  500,  The  enemy's  loss  in  arms,  tents,  etc., 
iiiU  be  large.     We  have  about  250  priaonera. 

I  have  reliable  intelligence  that  it  was  Price's  intention  to  more  over 
east  of  the  Tennessee.  In  thia  he  has  been  thwarted,  .\mong  the 
enemy's  loss  are  General  Little  killed,  and  General  Whitefield  wounded. 

I  cannot  speat  too  l%hly  of  tho  energy  and  skill  displayed  by  General 
Rosecrans  in  the  attack,  and  of  the  endurance  of  the  troops.  General 
Ord's  command  showed  untiring  zeal ;  but  Bie  direction  taken  by  the 
enemy  prevented  them  from  taking  the  active  part  they  desired, 
Price's  force  was  about  18,000. 

U.  S.  Grant,  Major- Geaa^. 

The  examinatioa  of  tlie  field,  after  the  first  excitement  of 
the  battle  was  over,  showed  a  still  more  favorable  result 
for  the  Union  forces,  as  may  be  judged  by  the  following 
dispat<jh-: 

Head-Qtjartbrs,  CoKlNTff,  September  22,  1862. 
Major- General  Hallbck,  General-in-Chief: 

In  my  dispatch  of  the  20th  our  loss  was  over  estimated,  and  tho 
rebel  loaa  under  estimated.  We  found  two  hundred  and  aiity-one  of 
them  dead  upon  the  field,  while  our  loas  in  killed  will  be  leas  than  one 
hundred. 

TJ.  S.  Geaht,  Major- General. 

GJeijpral  Grant,  on  the  same  day  as  he  sent  the  above 
dispatch,  issued  the  following  order,  complimenting  his 
officers  and  men  upon  their  bravery,  not  forgetting  those 
■who  fell  on  that  occasion  : — 

HEAB-QCARTEKa,  DEPAKTMENT  OF  WBST  TENNESSEE,  1 

Corinth,  September  23,  1862.  f 

[General  Field  Orders,  No.  1.] 
The  Genera!  Commanding  takes  great  pleasure  in  congratulating  tho 
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twoivings  of  the  armv,  commaniied  roHpodJvely  by  Major-General  Ord 
snd  Mujor-Gcnernl  Eosocrans,  upon  the  energy,  alacrity,  and  bravery 
displayed  by  them  on  the  ]Ot!i  and  20th  inst.,  in  their  movement 
(gainst  the  enemy  at  luka.  Altliough  the  enemy  waa  in  nunifcora  re- 
puted far  greater  than  th^ir  own,  iiotJiing  was  evinced  by  the  troops 
but  a  burning  desire  to  meet  Iiim,  whatever  his  numbers,  and  however 
Etrong  his  position. 

With  such  a  disposition  as  was  minifested  by  tlie  troops  on  this 
oecasion,  their  commanders  need  never  fear  defeat  againit  an)  th  a^  but 
overwhelming  number'5. 

While  it  was  the  fortune  of  the  command  of  Generil  Roo  crau=  on 
the  evening  of  the  13th  inst.,  to  eng^^  tlie  enerav  lu  a  most  spirited 
Sght  for  more  than  two  hours,  dnviiig  him  nith  great  losi  from  bis 
position,  and  winning  for  themselves  fresh  laurels,  the  command  of 
General  Ord  is  entitled  to  eqiud  credit  for  their  efforts  in  trying  to  roach 
tlie  enemy,  and  in  diverting  his  attention. 

Aivi  while,  congrataiating  the  nMe  living,  it  U  meel  to  offer  our  omdolaKe 
to  the  friends  of  the  heroic  dead,  who  offered  their  lives  a  sacrifice  in  dnfe'ice 
of  wnsHMioaal  liberty,  and  in  their  fall  readered  memorable  the  field  of 

Ry  command  of  Major-General  V.  S.  Geamt. 

Jobs  A.  Rawliss,  A.  A.-O. 

General  Bragg's  forces  were  all  this  time  pushing  forward 
towards  the  Ohio  River,  and  it  became  necessary,  to  enable 
General  Grant  to  have  full  control  over  his  department, 
that  he  should  move  his  head-qnarters  to  a  more  central 
position.  He  therefore  chose  Jackson,  Tennessee,  for  that 
purpose  ;  placing  the  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi in  local  command  at  Corinth. 

The  rebel  forces  which  had  retreated  from  luka,  were 
next  concentrated  near  Ripley,  Tippah  County, •Missis- 
sippi, and  southwest  of  Corinth,  at  which  point  they  were 
joined  by  those  under  Generals  Van  Dora  and'Lovell.  It 
appears  that  Price's  forces,  in  retreating  from  luka,  coun- 
termarched at  a  point  several  miles  south  of  the  Union 
position,  crossed  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  in  the 
vicinity  of  Baldwyn,  Tupello,  etc.,  and  were  thus  enabled  to 
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form  a  junction  witt  the  troops  under  the  before  mention- 
ed Generals,  and  comprismg  all  the  available  rebel  forces 
in  North  Mississippi.  The  intention  of  the  enemy  was  to 
retalie  Corinth  at  all  hazards,  or  at  least  to  break  the 
Union  line  of  communications,  and  force  a  retreat. 

General  Grant  being  dnly  advised  of  these  facts,  so  ar- 
ranged his  forces  that  if  the  rebels  were  driven  from  Cor- 
inth—and he  had  not  a  doubt  but  that  they  would  he — 
they  should  not  be  able  to  escape  without  a  very  severe 
punishment. 

Cavalry  scouts  were  sent  out  in  all  directions  and  dem- 
onstrated thefactthat  the  rebels  were  on  October  1st,  1862, 
moving  from  Ripley,  via  Bnckersville,  upon  Corinth,  whUe 
the  main  army  was  at  Pocahontas.  The  question  then 
was,  where  did  they  intend  to  strike  the  principal  blow, 
as  they  were  situated  in  such  a  position  that  they  could  at- 
tack with  equal  ease  either  of  the  posts  at  Bethel,  Bolivar, 
Corinth,  or  Jackson.  In  fact,  they  held  the  centre  of  the 
base  of  the  irregular  triangle  which  had  Jackson  for  its 
apex  and  Corinth  for  its  right  hand  comer. 

General  Grant,  however,  was  master  of  the  situation, 
and  to  him  it  mattered  little  at  what  pomt  the  rebels 
struck,  as  he  could  move  his  forces  to  support  the  position 
attacked — so  well  had  he  arranged  them  within  reasona- 
ble reach  of  each  other.  General  Ord  held  the  position  at 
Bolivar,  General  Hurlbut  was  stationed  nearer  Pocahon- 
tas, General  Rosecrans  was  at  Corinth,  and  General  Grant 
at  Jackson.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  rebels  were  hemmed 
in  except  on  the  south. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  the  enemy  made  a  determined 
and  vigorous  attack  upon  the  works  at  Corinth,  and  the 
most  obstinate  fighting  ensued.  General  Grant  was  in  con- 
stant telegraph  communication  with-  General  Rosecrans, 
during  the  attack,  and  also  with  his  other  generals.     lie 
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I  to  move  his  forces  knowingly  so  as  to  meet 
the  movementB  made  by  tlie  ■■Jiemy. 

The  struggle  at  Corinth,  was  a  fierce  and  sanguinary 
one,  and  bravely  did  the  garrison  defend  the  position  dur- 
ing the  moniitig  of  the  4th.  By  noon  the  battle  was  end- 
ed, and  the  enenay  were  in  full  retreat  from  the  place. 
The  rebels  had  even  forced  their  way  into  the  town,  and 
severe  fighting  toot  place  in  the  streets,  but  in  the  end  they 
■were  driven  oat  of  Corinth,  and  their  broken  tragmenta 
chased  into  the  woods. 

The  victory  had,  however,  cost  the  Union  army  dearly, 
as  may  he  judged  from  the  followmg  brief  dispatch  from 
General  Grant  to  the  general-in-chief : 

GRiKT's  IlEAD-QyABTEUS,  } 

Jackson,  Te^x.,  Ocioler  5,—  ".  a.  m.  j" 
To  Major-General  H.  W.  Halbck,  General-i»-  Chief  United  Slates  Army : 

Yesterday  the  rebels  under  Prlco,  Van  Dora,  and  Lovell  were  repulsed 
from  their  attack  on  Corinth  with  great  slaughter. 

The  enemy  are  in  full  retreat,  leaving  theii'  dead  and  wounded  on  the 
field. 

Roseorane  telegraphs  that  the  loss  is  eerious  on  our  side,  particularly 
iu  officers,  but  bears  no  comparison  with  that  of  the  enemy. 

General  Hacklemau  fell  while  gallantly  loading  Iiis  brigade. 

Genaral  Oglesby  is  dangerously  wounded. 

General  McPherson,  with  his  command,  reached  Corinth  yesterday. 

General  EoseoranB  pursued  tte  retreating  enemy  this  morning,  and, 
should  they  attempt  to  move  towards  BoUvar,  will  follow  to  that  place. 

General  Huribut  is  at  the  Hatchie  River  with  five  or  sii  thousand 
men,  and  is  no  doubt  with  the  pursuing  columm. 

Prom  seven  hundred  to  a  thousand  prisoners,  besides  the  wounded, 
ore  left  in  our  hand.i, 

U.  S.  GKAyr,  Major- General  Commanding. 

As  stated  m  the  above  dispatch,  General  Rosecrans 
chased  the  ea'.^my,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  October, 
and  pushed  *,1em  towards  the  Hat«hie  River.  General 
Hurlbut,  \vh'/  had  moved  forward  to  that  position  along 
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the  line  of  railroad  from  Grand  Junction,  had  already  on 
the  previous  day  driven  in  the  rebel  videttea,  but  hie  ad- 
vanci)  had  been  somewhat  disputed  during  the  night.  Gen- 
era! Hurlbut  was,  on  the  morning  of  October  oth.joined  by 
General  Ord'e  forces  from  Bolivar.  General  Ord  assumed 
command ;  but  finding  General  Hurlbut  had  made  excel- 
lent arrangements  for  the  advance,  he  followed  out  the 
same  plan.  The  road,  narrow  and  winding,  through 
Bwamp  and  jungle,  and  over  precipitous  ridges,  across 
which  at  times  the  guns  were  with  great  labor  dragged  by 
hand,  made  the  advance  more  than  ordinarily  dangerous 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  especially  as  the  retreating  forces 
from  Corinth  were  likely  soon  to  be  joined  with  the  others 
in  the  front.  The  rebels  made  use  of  every  advantage  the 
country  gave  them,  using  the  swamps  andjungles  for  their 
infantry,  and  the  ridges  for  their  artillery  ;  but  so  valor- 
ous was  the  attack  of  the  forces  under  Generals  Ord  and 
Hurlbut,  that  the  enemy  was  driven  for  five  miles  to,  and 
across  the  Hatchie,  and  up  the  heights  beyond. 

The  following  dispatch  from  General  Grant,  annoiinces 
the  victory  on  the  Hatchie : 

Grant's  IlBAii-QiiABTEas,       I 

Jaoksos,  Tbnn.,  Octobers,  1862.  J 
ToMajor-GsneralH,  W.Hallbck,  Generai-m-Chirf  United  States  Army  : 

General  Ord,  who  followed  Geaeril  Hurlbut,  met  the  enemy  to-day 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Hatchie,  as  I  unlerstand  from  a  dispat^ih,  and 
drOTB  thein  aoroaa  the  stream,  and  got  posscBaion  of  the  heights  with 
oiir  troops. 

General  Ord  took  two  batteries  and  about  two  hundred  prisonera, 

A  large  portion  of  General  Rosearans's  forces  were  at  Clievalla. 

At  thia  diatance  every  thing  looks  most  favorable,  and  I  cannot  see 
how  the  oaotnj  are  to  eacape  without  losing  everything  hut  (heir  small 

/  have  siraineii  eiiery  iking  to  take  iato  the  fight  an  adequate  force,  a/ad 
lo  gel  them,  to  the  right  place 

U.  8.  Gbant,  Mhjor-Gmera!  Commanding. 
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The  union  of  General  MoPbersoii's  forces  with  those  at 
Corinth,  enabled  General  Eosecrans  to  continue  vigorously 
the  pursuit  of  that  part  of  the  enemy  who  had  attacked  his 
position  at  tliat  place,  and  at  about  noon  on  the  Clh  of 
October  General  Grant  was  enabled  to  send  the  following 
dispatch,  which  seta  forth  the  entire  ront  of  the  rebel  foi-ces 
on  every  side : 

Hbad-Quartehs  of  Gbseral  Ghant,       ) 
Jacksok,  Tekb.,  ia.20  p.  H.,  ftitoier  k,  1B63.  J 
To  Major- Gieneral  HiLLEoa:,   Gensral-in- Chief ; 

Generals  Ord  and  Hurlbut  came  upon  the  enemy  yeaterdaj,  and 
General  Hurlbift  having  driven  in  small  bodies  of  tie  rebels  tlie  il.iy 
before,  after  seven  hours  hard  fighiing,  drove  the  enemy  five  miles  bat'k 
serosa  the  Hatehie  towards  Corinth,  capturing  two  batteries,  about  1!00 
prisoners,  and  many  small  arms. 

I  immediately  apprised  Qsneral  Rosserans  of  thgse  facta,  and  directed 
him  to  urge  on  the  good  work.  Tlie  following  dispatch  has  just  beeu 
received  from  him: 

Chevalla,  Ocloher  6,  18G2. 
To  Major-Goneral  Grant: 

The  enemy  is  totally  routed,  throwing  every  thing  away,  "We  are 
following  aharply. 

W.  S,  "RosEORANS,  Ma^ar- General. 

Under  previous  instructions,  General  Hurlbut  is  also  following. 
General  MePlierson  is  Id  tlie  lead  of  General  Roseeraoa'a  column.  The 
rebel  General  Marlin  is  said  to  be  killed. 

XJ.  S.  Grant,  Major-  fferecrai  Qonvmaiiding. 

Tlie  repulse  of  the  rebels  was  really  disastrous  to  them. 
The  accounts  pubUshed  in  the  southern  newspapers  plainly 
manifest  that  their  loss  had  been  heavy,  and  that  they 
failed  in  accomplishing  the  object  of  their  movement — the 
capture  of  Corinth.  But  the  same  journals  endeavored  t<i 
console  themselves  and  the  people  with  the  idea  lliat 
General  Grant  had,  at  least,  been  prevented  from  sending 
re- enforcements  to  the  aid  of  General  Buell,  who  was  then 
about  to  engage  the  rebel  forces  under  General  Bra^g. 

The  following  is  the  congi'atulatory  order  of  General 
Grant  to  his  troops  rebtive  to  this  carapni^n  : 
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HBAD-QUATtTEKS,    DEPABTMBST  OP  "WEST  TeNN.,  (^ 

Jacksos,  Tekn.,  Ocldbir  J,  1863.  ) 

IGi'^eral  Ord^s,  No.  S3.] 

It  La  ivitli  Iicartfell  gratitude  tlie  General  Coimnaniling  congratulatea 
the  armies  of  the  West  for  aQothor  great  victory  won  by  them  on  the 
3d,  4th,  and  Sth  instants,  over  tlie  eombined  armies  of  Tan  Dorn,  Pries, 
and  LovoU. 

The  enemy  chose  his  own  time  and  place  of  attack  and  knowing  the 
t7o<ip3  of  tbe  West  as  lie  does,  and  with  great  ta^'iiiues  fur  known  g 
tlioic  numbers,  never  would  have  made  the  attempt  txcept  with  a 
superior  force  numerically.  Butforthewiilaimtidbi  iicry  of  ojicers  and 
s-ldicrs,  who  havs  yd  to  learn  dife-it,  the  efforts  of  (hp  euemj  must  have 
proven  successful. 

Whilst  ona  division  of  the  army,  under  M^ijor  General  Rosecrans, 
was  resisting  and  repelling  the  onslaught  of  tlie  rebsl  hosts  at  Connth, 
ano'her,  from  Bolivar,  under  Major- General  llurlbut,  whs  marclimg  upon 
tlie  enemy's  rear,  driving  in  their  pickets  and  cjvalry,  and  attracting 
the  attention  of  a  large  force  of  infantry  and  artillerr  On  the  following 
day,  niidar  Major-General  Ord,  these  forces  advanced  with  unsurpas'iod 
gallantry,  driving  the  enemy  back  across  the  Hatchie,  over  ground 
where  it  is  almost  incredible  that  a  superior  fon^  should  be  driven  by 
an  inferior,  capturing  two  of  tho  batl  iries  (eight  guns),  many  hundred 
small  arms,  and  several  hundred  prisoners. 

To  those  two  divisions  of  the  army  all  praise  Js  due,  and  ivilJ  be 
awarded  by  a  grateful  country. 

Betiveoa  them  there  should  be,  and  I  trust  are,  the  warmest  bonds  of 
brutjierhood.  Each  v/as  risking  life  in  the  same  cause,  and,  on  this 
ocoaslon,  risking  it  also  to  save  and  assist  ihe  other.  No  troops  could 
do  more  than  these  separate  armies.  Each  did  all  possible  for  it  to  do 
in  tho  places  assigned  it. 

As  in  all  great  battles,  so  in  this,  it  becomes  our  fate  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  many  brave  and  faitliful  officers  and  soidiors,  who  have  given 
up  their  lives  as  a  sacrifice  for  a  great  principle.  The  nation  mouma 
for  them. 

By  command  of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant. 

John  A.  Eawuns,  A.  A.-G. 

President  Lincoln,  when  he  had  received  the  intelligence 
from  General  Grant  aniiouticing  the  victories  at  Corinth 
and  on  the  Hatchie,  dispatched  to  him  the  following  con- 
giatuhitions  and  inqniriea ; 
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WisinsaTON,  D.  C,  October  S,  1SG2. 
Major-General  Grant  : 

I  eongrtitiiLite  you  and  all  ooncerncd  in  your  roeant  batUea  and  victo- 
ries. How  does  it  aE  sum  up?  I  espoeially  ragret  tlio  death  of  Gen- 
eral Hacklomaii,  and  am  very  anxioua  to  know  the  condition  of  Gensiiil 
Oo-lesbv,  who  ia  an  intimate  paraonal  friond. 

°       ■"  A.  Lincoln. 

The  rebel  forces  of  General  Bragg  were  also  by  this  tijiie 
in  fall  retreat  from  the  Oliio  river,  and  were  being  puraued 
by  the  Army  of  the  Ohio. 

Skirraishes  with  guerillas  occurred  occasionally  witliin 
General  Grant's  lines ;  but  otherwise  this  department  was, 
by  this  time,  once  more  reduced  to  quietness. 

On  the  I6th  of  Oi;tober,  1862,  General  Grant's  Depart- 
ment was  designated  as  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee, 
and  was  further  extended  so  as  to  embrace  the  Slate  of 
Mississippi  as  far  as  Vicksburg.  General  Rosecrans  was 
shortly  after  relieved  of  his  command  under  General  Grant, 
and  made  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  in  the  place 
of  General  Buell.  The  combined  troops  under  General 
Grant  were  now  known  as  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 

The  victories  of  General  Grant's  forces  were  supposed 
in  Washington  to  have  had  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the 
people  of  Tennessee  ;  and  to  enable  them  to  resume  their 
own  government  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  States, 
the  following  document  was  sent  to  General  Gi'ant  by  the 
hands  of  the  person  therein  named: 

EsECUTiTB  Misaos,  WashihSton,  OobjbiT  21,  1S62. 
MEJor-General  Grant,   Govemor    Johnson,   and  aU  Jianmg  mUia-.ij, 

m-ml,  and  Civil  AnSiarita  mder  ths  (Mted  Siafes  within,  the  Staie  of 

Termessee : 

The  bearer  of  this,  Thomas  R.  Smitli.  a  citizen  of  Tennessee,  goes  to 
that  State,  seeking  to  have  auoh  of  the  people  thereof  as  desire  to  avoid 
the  unsatiafaotory  prospect  before  them,  and  to  have  peace  again  upon 
the  old  teriM  under  the  Conatitution  of  the  tTniWd  Stales,  to  manifest 
auoh   desire   by  elections   of  mambers  to  tlie  Congresa  of  Ihe  United 
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States  particularly,  and  perhaps  a  legislature,  Scato  Officers,  and  a 
United  States  Senator  friendly  to  their  object.  I  shall  be  glad  for  yoa 
and  each  of  you  to  aid  hiin,  and  all  others  acting  for  this  ohject,  as  much 
as  possible.  In  all  available  ways  give  the  people  a  chance  to  espross 
their  wishes  at  these  elections.  Follow  law,  and  forms  of  law,  as  far 
as  ooQTeiiient ;  but,  at  all  events,  get  the  eiptoasion  of  the  largest 
number  of  the  people  possible.  All  see  how  much  such  action  will 
connect  with  and  affect  the  proclamation  of  Soptomher  22d.  Of  course, 
the  men  elected  should  be  eeatlemen  of  character,  willing  to  swear 
support  to  the  Constitution  as  of  old,  and  kuown  to  be  above  r^aonable 
suspicion  of  duplicity. 

Tours,  very  respectfully, 

A.  LiHCOLK. 

To  prevent  the  intention  of  the  foregoing  from  being 
carried  out,  General  Bragg  marched  his  forces  to  within 
striking  distance  of  the  State  Capital  at  Nashville. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


—DISCIPLINE. 


Geseral  Gkaxt  assumed  the  conunatid  of  bis  new 
department  on  the  25th  day  of  October,  1863,  and  issued 
the  following  orders : 


■f 


[G'.mral  Orders,  M.  1.] 

I.  la  compliance  with  Uenera!  OrJora  "Co  159  \  C  0  W  ir 
Departmoat,  of  date  October  leth  136  tlis  un ieraigncd  Icrebi  na 
Bumes  coiniDand  of  the  Depirtneat  of  the  lencessee  nhn-l  mcl  idts 
Cairo,  Fort  Henry  and  Fort  lontlBon  Iicrtlern  Mas  ppi,  and,  the 
portions  of  Kentuelty  and  Tennessea  west  of  the  Tennessee  nver. 

II.  Heid^qiiarters  of  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee  will  remain, 
until  further  orders,  at  Jackson,  Tennoasea. 

HI.  All  orders  of  the  District  of  West  Tennessee  will  continue  in 
force  in  the  Department. 

XJ.  S.  GKiNT,  Miyor-General  Comma^iding. 

Heae-Quartees,  Dkpabtment  op  tub  Tekkebsee,  [ 
Jackson,  Tesn.,  Octuber  26,  I8G2.  f 

[General  Orders,  M.  2.] 

I.  The  gei^raphica!  diTiaiona  designated  in  General  Orders,  No.  83. 
from  Uead-qu.irterB  District  of  West  Tennessee,  dated  Sopteinber  24th, 
1863,  will  hereafter  be  known  as  diatriets.  The  First  Division  will 
constitute  the  "District  of  Memphis,"  Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman 
commanding;  the  Second  Division,  the  "District  of  Jaclison,"  com- 
manded by  ifajor-Qeneral  S.  A.  Huribnt:  the  Third  Division,  tlio 
"District  of  Corinth,"  Brigadicr-Genoral  C.  S,  Hamilton  commanding; 
the  Fourth  Division,  the  "  District  of  Columbus,"  commanded  by  Briga- 
diei-Qeneral  T.  A.  Dariee. 
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n.  The  army  heretofore  known  as  the  "  Anny  of  the  Miaaissippi," 
beinti:  now  divided  und  m  different  departinents,  will  be  conlitiued  ua  a 
separate  army. 

HI.  Until  army  corps  are  formed,  there  will  be  no  distinction, 
known,  eieept  those  of  departments,  districts,  diviaioua,  posts,  brigades, 
Tegmenta  and  companies. 

By  command  of  Major-General  XT-  S.  Gkast. 

JoiiiJ  A.  Rawliss,  a.  A.-G. 

As  General  Grant  was  now  to  bave  heavy  work 
befoi-e  him,  it  became  necessary  that  he  should  also  ha\e 
his  forces  thoroughly  well  organized,  and  in  tlii*  matter  he 
determined  to  exorcise  his  personal  supervision.  He  be- 
gan by  rooting  oat,  as  far  as  possiblu,  ail  guerilla  bodies  in 
his  department,  and  in  the  affiiir  at  Cl^rksoQ  his  forces  were 
veiy  successful. 

The  following  order  shows  that  it  was  the  intention 
during  the  approaching  campaign  to  move  light,  and  be 
spoke  great  activity  with  the  command  : 

Head- Quarters,  Defartmbn-t  op  the  Tenxbsseb,  ) 
Jackson,  Tens.,  Nmember  1,  1863.  ( 

[^General  Ordct-i,  JVo,  3.] 

I. — General  Orders,  fTo.  I  CO,  from  the  Adjutant-General's  office,  having 
been  received  at  head-quarters,  is  published  for  the  information  of  :ill 


{General  Orders,  M.  160.] 

Tlie  following  regulations  are  estublished  for  army  trains  and  baggage : 

1.  There  will  be  allowed — 

For  head-quarters  train  of  an  array  corps,  four  wagons;  of  a  division 
or  brigade,  three ;  of  a  full  infantry  regiment,  sis ;  and  of  a  light  artil- 
lery battery  or  squadron  of  cavalry,  three. 

In  no  case  will  this  allowance  be  exceeded,  but  always  proportionably 
reduced,  aecoi'ding  to  the  ofBeers  and  men  ncttmlly  present.  JVIl  surplus 
wagons  will  be  turned  over  to  the  Chief  Quartermaster,  te  he  organized 
under  direction  of  tlie  commanding  Generals,  into  supply  trains,  or  sent 
to  the  nearest  depot. 

The  requisite  supply  trains,  their  size  depending  upon  the  state  of  the 
roads  and  character  of  the  campaign,  will  be  organized  by  the  Chief 
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Quartermaster,  witt  tlie  approval  of  the  commanding  generals,  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  War  Department. 

2.  Tbo  wagons  allowed  to  a  regiment,  battery,  or  squadron,  must 
carry  nothing  but  forage  for  the  teams,  cooking  utensila,  and  rations  for 
the  troops,  hospit^  stores,  and  officers'  baggage.  One  wagou  to  eiich 
regiment  will  transport  eiolusively  hospital  supplies,  under  direction  of 
the  regimeutal  surgeon ;  tlie  one  for  regiraeutal  head-quarters  will 
carry  the  grain  for  the  officers'  horsea,  and  the  three  aDowed  for  each 
battery  or  squadron  will  be  at  least  lialf  loaded  with  the  grmn  for  tlieir 

Stores  in  hulk  and  ammunition  wUl  be  carried  in  the  regular  or 
special  supply  trains. 

3.  In  active  campaign,  troops  must  be  prepared  to  bivouac  on  the 
march,  the  allowance  of  tents  being  limited,  as  follows: 

For  tiie  head-quarters  of  au  army  corps,  division,  or  brigade,  one  wall 
tent  to  the  commanding  General,  and  one  to  every  two  officers  of 
his  staff. 

For  the  Colonel,  Field  and  StalF  of  a  full  regiment,  three  wall  tents; 
and  for  every  otSer  commissioned  officer,  one  ehelter  tent  each. 

For  every  two  non-commissioned  officers,  soldiers,  officers'  servants, 
and  authorized  camp  followers,  one  shelter  tent. 

One  hospital  tent  will  be  allowed  for  office  purposes,  at  corps  head- 
quarters, and  one  v.-aU  tent  at  those  of  a  division  or  brigade.  Ah  tents 
beyond  this  allowance  will  be  left  in  depot. 

4.  Officers'  baggage  will  be  limited  to  blankets,  one  small  valise  or 
carpet  bag  and  a  moderate  mesa-kit.  The  men  will  carry  their  own 
blankets  and  ahelter  tents,  and  reduce  the  contents  of  their  knapsacks 
as  much  as  possible. 

The  Depot  Quartermaster  wih  provide  storage  for  a  reasonable  amount 
of  officers'  surplus  baggage  and  the  eitra  clothing  and  knapsacks  of 
the  men. 

5.  Hospital  tents  are  for  tho  sick  nnd  wounded,  and  except  those 
allowed  for  army  corps  head-quarters,  must  not  be  diverted  fnjm  their 
proper  use. 

6.  Commanding  officers  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  strict  enforce- 
ment of  these  regulations,  especially  the  reduction  of  offlcors'  baggage 
within  their  respective  commands. 

'I.  On  all  marches,  Quartermasters,  under  the  orders  of  thuir  com- 
manding officers,  will  accompany  and  conduct  their  trains  in  a  way  not 
to  obstruct  the  movement  of  troops. 
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8.  All  Quartermasters  and  Oomraisaariea  will  peraoually  attend 
vo  the  reception  and  issue  of  supplies  for  their  commands,  amd 
will  keep  theinaelves  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  depot,  roads,  and 
otlier  communications. 

9.  Ali  Quarteimaatars  and  Commissaries  will  report,  by  letter,  on  the 
flret  of  every  month,  to  tho  cMefe  of  their  respective  deparlmenta,  at 
■Washington,  D.  C.,  their  station,  and  generally  the  duty  on  which  fiioy 
have  been  engaged  during  the  precedmg  montli. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleoe. 

(Signed)  L.  Thomas,  Ai^uiaM  GemraL 

TT.  District  Coaunandora  will  immediately  cause  an  inspection  of  their 
command,  with  the  view  to  a  strict  complianee  of  the  above  order,  and 
see  that  all  tents  and  transportation  in  eiceas  of  allowance  are  turned 
over  to  the  Quartennaster;  that  all  estra  clothing  and  knapsacks  of  en- 
listed men  are  delivered  for  storage  as  provided ;  that  the  baggage  of 
officers  does  not  exceed  the  limitation  prescribed  ;  and  that  all  hospital 
tents  not  in  tiseforthe  sick  and  wounded  are  turned  over  to  file  Quarter- 
master at  once. 

III.  Whore  there  is  a  defleiency  of  clolJiing  or  tenta,  as  allowed  by 
regulations  and  said  order,  proper  requisitions  wiU  bo  made  on  the 
Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  Department,  Captain  C.  A.  Reynolds,  for 

I¥.  The  requireroenta  of  this  ordermust  be  complied  with  without 
delay,  and  report  of  such  compliance  promptly  made  in  these  head-quar- 

By  comm  mil  of  Major-General  U.  S,  Giukt. 

John  A.  Rawlins,  A.  A.-G. 

About  the  latter  end  of  October,  1862,  a  body  of  cav- 
a\ry  belonging  to  the  ai-my  of  General  Grant,  and  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  [since  Brigadier  General]  A.  L. 
Lee,  started  on  ft  reconnoissance  below  Ripley,  Missis- 
sippi, which  place  was  captured  and  held  for  twenty-four 
hours,aswas  also  the  town  of  Orizaba.  ColonelLee  re- 
turned to  Grand  Junction  on  November  2d,  with  several 
prisoners. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  November,  General  Grant 
rL'iiioved  his  head-  .iiartcrs  to  La  Grange,  west  of  Grand 
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JunctioD,  occupying  that  place  with  aheavybodyof  tioops, 
thereby  out-gencralling  the  rebels,  who  were  coacentrating 
their  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Ripley,  a  long  distance  far- 
ther east. 

Colonel  Lee  aguin  made  a  successful  reconnoissance 
with  about  fifteen  hundred  cavalry  to  Hudsonville,  Missis- 
sippi. This  was  but  the  beginning  of  a  grand  reconnois- 
sance, as  follows : 

On  November  8th,  General  Grant  ordered  a  strong  force, 
consisting  of  two  divisions  of  Infantry  and  Artillery  and 
])art  of  a  cavalry  division,  upon  a  special  reconnoissance. 
The  cavalry  was  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Lte,  and 
the  infantry  under  General  McPherson.  This  force  started 
from  La  Grange,  the  cavalry  taking  the  lead.  At  Lamar, 
the  infantry  halted,  while  the  cavalry  pushed  toward 
Hudsonville.  On  the  road  Colonel  Lee  encountered  a 
body  of  rebel  cavalry,  which  ho  engaged  on  the  flanic  with 
one  half  of  his  force,  while  the  other  half  proceeded  to 
HudaonvillS.  After  routing  the  cavalry,  killing  sixteen 
and  capturing  one  hundred  and  thirty-four,  with  their  horses 
and  arms,  Colonel  Lee  joined  the  remainder  of  his  command 
at  Hudsonville,  and  then  returned  to  La  Grange. 

The  following  is  General  Grant's  brief  but  complimen- 
tary dispatch   to  the  General-in-Chief  in  relation  to  tiiis 


La  Grange,  JVuf.  ll,  1B62,  10:50  p.  u. 
Major-General  Hallbck.  Gmf>al-m- Chief: 

One  hundred  and  tliirty-four  prisoners  were  taken  by  Colonel  L';e, 
of  tlie  Seventh  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  sixteen  rebels  killed.  Our  loss  ia 
tn'o  woundod.  Colonel  Lee  is' one  of  our  beat  cavalry  officers.  I 
earnestly  recommend  hira  for  promotion. 

(Signed)  U.  S.  Grant. 

The  information  g^ed  by  this  reconnoissance  was  aa 
follows : 
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Genera]  Lovell,  who  had  been  in  oomraand  of  the  rebel 
forces  north  of  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  hat!  fallen  back 
through  that  jilace  on  November  2d ;  but  while  retreaiing, 
was  met  on  November  6tli  by  General  Pembertoii,  who 
had  come  np  from  the  State  Capital — Jat-kson.  General 
Lovell  was  ordered  back  to  his  old  post,  which  he  held, 
with  two  dirisiona,  on  the  8th  of  Novembei-.  Price,  with 
twelve  thousand  men,  was  seven  miles  below  Holly  Springs, 
on  the  Salem  road  ;  and  twenty-two  miles  funher  south,  at 
Abbeville,  wa^  a  rebel  consci-ipt  camp  of  about  thirteen 
thousand  men. 

Some  complaints  having  b^en  made  by  the  farmers  in 
the  vicinity,  of  the  conduct  of  the  rebel  forces,  while  pass- 
ing through  their  country.  General  Grant  issued  the  fol- 
lowing order,  to  prevent  his  troops  from  fulling  into  the 
like  disgraceful  system  of  phrader  : 

HEAD-QOAaTEES,  DePABTHENT  OP  THE  TeSSESSBE,  I 

LiGRANOE,  Tenn.,  Nvoember  9,  18G2.  j 

[i^eciat  J&M  Odera,  3!b.  2.] 

Hereinafter  stoppage  wUl  be  made  on  muster  and  pay  rolls  againd  di- 
liisions  for  tlio  full  amount  of  depredntions  eominitlod  by  any  member  or 
members  of  llie  division,  anffss  the  act  can  be  Iracsd  either  totho  individ- 
u^  cOTnmitting  them,  or  to  the  company,  regiment,  or  br^ade  to  wiiich 
thu  offenders  Mong. 

In  all  cases  the  punishment  will  he  assessed  to  the  smallest  oi^aniza- 
tion  contwning  the  guilty  parties. 

CtmJuicaliOTtaclaiiii^e  never  iniimded  io  be  exectiled  by  soldiers;  and  if  thej- 
were,  the  general  goyernment  should  have  Ml  benefit  of  all  property  of 
wtich  individuals  are  deprived.  A  stoppage  of  pay  against  offenders 
will  effect  tliis  end,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  correct  this  growing  evil 

Jt  it  not  only  the  dafy  of  cmnmieeioncd  offieers  lo  correct  this  evil,  hd  of 
oil  f;ood  mfn  m  We  ranJis  to  report  every  violation ;  and  it  is  determined 
now  that  they  shall  have  a  pecuniary  interest  in  doing  so. 

Assessments  will  also  he  made  against  commissioned  officers,  in  the 
proportion  of  their  pay  proper. 

Where  oflenoea  of  the  nature  coutemplaleJ  in  lliis  ord«r  are  traced  to 
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individuals,  they  will  be  summarily  punished  to  the  full  extent  formerly 
giyeu  to  garrison  coart-marDljLi,  or  ba  arrested  and  tried  hj  a  geccrai 
court-martial,  according  to  the  enormity  of  tlie  offence,  and  tlie  severest 
penalties  provided  imposed  aad  executed. 

This  order  will  be  read  on  parade,  before  each  regimeut  and  detach- 
ment, for  Uiree  auoeeaaive  evenings. 

By  order  of  Major-Goneral  U,  S.  Gkant. 

By  this  means  it  was  hoped  that  the  evil  would  b3  rem- 
edied, or  at  least  greatly  ameliorated,  and  it  was  also  by 
this  strict  discipline  that  General  Grant  was  enabled  to 
gather  around  him  one  of  the  finest  working  armies  in  the 
United  States. 

The  change  in  the  Department  naturally  led  to  a  remod- 
eUing  of  the  commander's  staif,  the  officers  of  which  were 
announced  as  follows  : 

nEAD-QUAETEKS,    THIRIEESTH   AhUY  COSPS,  1 

Departuest  of  the  Tennessbb,  > 

Li&RiNGE,  Tbsn.i  November  11,  1863.      ) 
[OeneraJ  Orilers,  No.  6.] 

I.    The  following  olBears  are  amiouneed  as  the  staff  and  staff  corps  of 
this  department  and  will  bs  recognized  and  obeyed  accordingly ; — ■ 
Brigadier-General  J.  D.  Webslar,  Superintendent  Military  Railroada, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  John  A.  Rawlins,  Assistant  Ai^atant-General  and 
Chief  of  Staff. 
Colonel  T.  Lj-lo  Dickey,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 

Colonel  William  S.  llillyer,  Aide-de-Camp  andProToat-Marshal  General 
Colonel  Clark  B.  Lagow,  Aido-do-Camp  and  Acting  Inspector-General, 
Colonel  George  P.  Ihrie,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Acting  Inspector-GenersL 
Colonel  John  Biggin,  Jr.,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Superintendent  of  Mili- 
tary Telegrapha. 
Colonel  George  G-  Pride,  Chief  Engineer  of  Military  Railroads, 
lieutenant- Colonel  W,  L,  Dufi;  Chief  of  Artjllery. 
Lieutonant-Golocel  J.  P.  Hawkins,  Chief  of  Suhsistenoe  Department 
Lieutenant-Colonel  C.  A.  Reynolds,  Chief  of  Quartermaster's  Depart- 

Surgeon  Horace  R.  Wirtz,  Chief  of  Medical  Department. 
M^or  William  B.  Rowley,  Aide-de-Camp  and  Mustering  OfSoer. 
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Captain  T.  S.  Bowers,  Aide-de-Camp. 

Captain  F.  E.  Prime,  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Lieutonaot  James  11.  Wilson,  Chief  of  Topographical 

Lieatenant  S.  C.  Lyford,  Chief  of  Ordnance  Department. 
By  command  of 

JoHsA.  Eawlins,  a.  A.-G. 

As  it  was  found  difficult  to 
wagon  trains  of  the  army  at  a  «■ 
as  tlie  lighter  material  to  be  use 
feehioned  tenta  had  not  been  sup 
it  was  also  necessary  to  make  soi 
seized  from  the  rebels,  the  folio 
remedy  the  evil  as  much  as  poss 

Lasran 

1.  In  compliance  with  General  Ot( 
Department,  and  of  Gcoeral  Orders 
Depavtment  of  the  Tennessee,  all  officer 
meat  are  required  to  reduce  their  meat 
possible  until  shelter  tents  are  provide 
he  reduced  in  compliance  witli  the  aho^ 

2.  All  surplus  teams  and  wagons  i 
masters  will  ba  transferred  to  division 

required  to  organize  a  supply  train  of  irom  nicy  lo  one  nunarea  teams 
as  the  service  of  their  division  may  require,  and  any  teams  in  eicess  of 
the  demands  for  division  supply  trains  will  be  turned  over  to  such 
ofHoer  as  may  be  designacod  to  take  charge  of  the  general  supply  train. 

3.  All  division  and  brigade  quartermasters  are  required  to  report 
immediately  by  letter  their  addraaa  and  the  division  or  brigade  to  which 
they  belong,  and  the  name  of  its  commander  to  the  Chief  Quartermaster 
of  tlie  department;  if  an  acting  assistant  quartertnaster,  they  will  report 
in  addition  the  regiment  to  which  they  are  attached. 

i.  Brigade  quartermasters  will  not  be  required  to  have  supply  timis, 
as  the  division  quartermaster  will  issue  direct  to  regiments.  Division, 
brigade,  and  re^njental  quartermasters  are  required  to  remain  iti  camp 
with  their  respective  commands.  The  only  quartermasters  allowed  to 
take  quarters  or  offices  in  towns  which  the  army  may  occupy  are  the 
depot  and  post  quartermasters ;  and  no  qnartcrs  will  be  occupied  by  any 
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oEBcer  whatsnever,  unless  duly  aasigneii  thereto  by  the  post  quarter 
master,  under  the  direction  ofthe  Chief  Quartermaster. 

5.  All  cotton  oo:iiin<;  into  the  hands  of  quartorniasters,  seized  south 
of  JacksoD,  Tenn.,  will  be  sent  to  that  point,  and  invoiced  td  Captain  G. 
L.  Fort,  A.  Q.  U.,  or  the  poat  qnai-terinaster,  giving  the  name  and  resi- 
dence ofthe  parties  from  whom  it  was  taken.  And  al]  cotton  seized 
north  of  that  place  will  he  shipped  to  Captain  Thomas  O'Brien,  A.  Q,  M., 
or  the  post  quartermaster,  at  Columbua,  Ky.  The  qnartermasters  abora 
mentioned  will  hold  such  cotton  until  ordered  to  sell  the  same  at  public 
auction  bj  the  Genera!  Commanding  or  the  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the 
depa,rtment, 

3.  All  regimental  and  other  quartermasters  are  required  to  show  that 
they  have  sent  tlio  moutMy  papers  and  returns  prescribed  by  rcgala- 
tions  and  esistiug  orders  to  the  Qiiarterraaster-General  and  the  proper 
Auditor  of  the  Trenaiiry  nt  Washington,  before  tliey  can  receive  funds 
for  tlie  payment  of  eitra  duly  men.  Extra  duty  rolls  should  have 
attached  to  the  certiflcato,  "and  that  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  the 
above  roll  to  the  Quartermaster -General  at  Washington."  Estimates 
for  funds  should  be  approved  by  the  Division  General, 

By  command  of  .  Major-General  U.  S,  GKiNT. 

CnATlLBS  A.  Reysoij'S,  Chief  Quai'krmaster, 

The  negro  refugees  at  this  time  became  a  eoaree  of 
imich  anxiety,  as  well  as  an  iaeiibus  on  the  ai-my.  Several 
of  these  men  had  played  the  parts  of  spies  at  the  instiga^ 
tion  of  theii-  rebel  maatera,  by  entering  the  Uuicii  lines 
under  the  pretence  of  being  escaped  slaves,  and,  after  gain- 
ing what  information  they  could,  had  made  their  way 
back  to  the  rebel  lines  with  the  intelligence.  To  remedy 
this  evil  a  special  camp  was  organized  for  their  accommo- 
dation and  protection,  and  was  placed  under  the  charge 
of  a  responsible  person.  The  following  order  located  the 
camp  and  appointed  the  commander  thereof: 

He  An- Quarters,  13th  Aeuy  Conps,  1 

Laohanob,  Tens.,  Nov.  li.         J 
[Special  f^M  Orders,  M.  i.] 
1,  Chaplain  J.  Eaton,  Jr.,  of  the  2Jth  Regiment  Ohio  Infantry  \'ol- 
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unteers,  is  hereby  appointed  to  fake  cliarge  of  all  fugitive  slaves  that 
are  now.  or  may  from  time  to  time  come  witliin  the  military  liaes  of  the 
advandDg  army  in  this  vicinity,  Qot  employed  and  registered  in  nccor- 
danca  T\'ith  General  Orders,  No.  72,  from  Hoad-quartera  District  of  Wost 
Tenoesaee,  and  will  open  a  camp  for  liem  at  Rrand  Junction,  wbere 
they  will  be  suitably  cared  for  and  organised  into  companies  and  set  to 
worlt,  picking,  ginning,  and  baDng  all  cotton  now  outstanding  in  fields. 

2.  Commanding  officers  of  troops  will  send  all  ftigitiyes  tliat  come 
'withio  the  lines,  together  with  such  teams,  cooking  utensils  and  ottier 
baggage  as  they  may  bring  with  them,  to  Chaplain  J.  Eaten,  Jr.,  at  Grand 

3.  One  regiment  of  infantry  from  Brigadier-General  MoArthur's 
division  will  bo  temporarily  detailed  as  guard  iu  charge  of  such  contra- 
bands, and  the  Surgeons  of  auid  regiment  will  be  charged  with  the  care 
of  the  sick. 

i.  Commissaries  of  subsL'^tonce  will  issiieon  the  requisitions  of  Chap- 
iaiu  J.  Eaton,  Jr.,  omitting  tlie  coffee  rations,  and  substituting  rye. 

By  order  of  Major-General  XJ.  S.  Gsakt. 

JOHW  A.  Rawlins,  A.  A.-G. 

The  Special  Order  No.  2,  relative  to  plundering,  began 
to  have  some  effect  in  finding  out  who  were  the  guilty 
parties  engaged  in  such  netUrious  practices  ;  and  General 
Grant  being  fully  detei-mined  to  have  his  orders  obeyed, 
not  only  in  the  spirit,  but  to  the  letter,  assessed  the  guilty 
regiment  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  injury  inflicted,  and 
punished  the  officers  for  neglect  of  duty. 

Hie  following  order  will  explain  his  method  of  cor- 
recting the  evil; — 

HBAD-QnABTEIiS  I^TII  ARSIT  COKPS,  ) 

Department  of  the  Tehnesseb,      V 
LaGbasge,  TESfT.,  Nov.  16,  1S62.   ) 
[Special  Field  Order.i,  No.  6.] 

The  facts  having  been  officially  reported  to  the  Major-General  Com- 
manding, that  a  portion  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  lUinoia  Infkntry 
Volunteers  did,  on  the  night  of  the  1th  of  November  inst.,  at  Jackson, 
Tennessee,  break  into  the  store  of  G.  W.  Graham  &  Co.,  and  take  there- 
from  goods  to  the  value  of  $841.40,  the  prcporty  of  said  Gr;'.ham  t  Co., 
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and  did  cnt  the  tent  of  R.  B,  Kent  and  N.  A.  Bubs,  and  take  therefrom 
goods  lo  the  value  of  $345,  tiie  property  of  said  Kent  and  Baas,  and 
burn  and  destroy  the  tent  and  poiea,  also  the  property  of  aaid  Kent  end 
Baas,  of  the  ralue  of  $56.36,— aOof  whioli  damages  amount  to  the  sam 
of  $1,243, 66;  acd  it  further  appearing  from  eaid  report  that  Capt.  C.  L. 
Page.  Co.  D ;  Oapt.  J.  M.  North,  Co.  E  |  Capt.  G.  W.  Kennard,  Co.  I ; 
lieutenantsIIarryEing,  Co.B;  William  Seas,  Co.  C ;  John  EdmonBton, 
Co.  E  ;  David  Wadsworth,  Co.  F  ;  J.  Bailey,  Co,  F;  Victor  II.  Stevens, 
Co.  H;  E.  M.  Evans,  Co,  I;  Charles  Taylor,  Co.  I,  of  said  regiment, 
were  absent  from  their  ooramands  at  the  time  of  the  perpetration  of 
these  outrages,  in  violation  of  orders,  and  without  proper-  cause,  when 
they  should  have  been  present ;  and  also  that  Captain  Orton  Frisben,  of 
Co.  H,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  Major,  and  Captain  John  Tuniaon,  of  Co. 
G,  the  senior  Captam,  immediately  after  the  commission  of  these  depre- 
dationa,  did  not  eierciso  Iheir  authority  to  ferret  out  the  men  guilty  of 
the  offonws,  but  that,  on  the  contrary.  Captain  Tunieon  interposed  to 
prevent  search  and  discovery  of  the  parties  really  guQty,  and  that  Cap- 
tain Frisbec,  after  the  commission  of  tlie  said  depredations,  being  in  com- 
mand of  the  re^ment,  remained  behmd  twenty-four  houra  after  the 
regiment  marched,  and  the  names  of  the  individual  parties  guilty  not 
having  been  diaclosed,  it  ia  therefore  ordered — 

1.  That  the  said  sum  of  $1,243.66  be  assessed  against  said  regiment 
and  the  officers  hereinbefore  named,  excepting  such  enlisted  men  as 
were  at  the  time  eiolt  in  the  hospital  or  absent  with  proper  authority ; 
that  the  same  bo  charged  against  them  ou  the  proper  muster  and  pay 
roUa,  and  the  amount  each  is  to  pay  noted  opposite  his  name  thereon, — 
the  olllcera  to  be  assessed  pro  rala  with  the  men  on  the  amount  of  their 
pay  proper ;  -and  that  the  sum  so  collected  be  paid  by  the  command- 
ing oaijac  of  the  rogiEnont  to  the  parties  entitloi  to  the  Same. 

3.  That  Captain  Orton  Frisbee  and  Captain  John  Tuniaon  of  the 
Twentieth  Re^ment  Llinois  Infantry  Volunteers,  for  wilful  neglect  of 
duty  and  violation  of  orders,  are  hereby  mustered  out  of  the  aorvice  of 
the  United  States,  to  take  eifect  this  day. 

Byordar  of  Major-Gencral  U.  S.  Grant. 

JoHH  A.  Eawuns,  a.  A.-G. 

The  subject  of  trade  ia  the  insurrectionary  States  after 
they  had  again  come  within  the  Union  lines,  became  a  mat- 
ter of  much  importance,  and  the  Treasury  Department  had 
laid  down  certain  rules  for  the  guidance  of  tlio?-.'  '>ngnged 
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in  such  traffic.  These  rules  were,  however,  veiy  Jofii^ieut 
in  many  cases  ;  and  it  also  required  certain  stringent  mili- 
tary regulations  to  be  enforced  to  prevent  the  trade  be- 
comiag  a  source  of  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy.  The 
following  order  was  therefore  issued,  defining  such  trade 
within  the  lines  of  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee  ; 

Headqcaeteks  13th  Army  Corps,    1 
Department  of  the  Tenkes8Eb,      > 
Lagrange,  Tbnn.,  Nuventher  19,  1B62,  ) 
[General  Orders,  No.  8.] 

I.  In  additioa  to  permita  from  the  Treasury  Department,  all  persons 
are  required  to  have  a  permit  from  the  local  Provost-Marshal  at  the  post 
tefore  purchasing  eottoa  or  other  Southern  producta  in  tliis  Department, 
and  shipping  the  aaoie  Nortli. 

II.  It  win  be  regarded  as  evidence  of  dishyalfy  for  persons  to  go  ieyond 
the  Hues  of  Bte  army  to  purchase  coflaa  or  other  products ;  and  all  amtrads 
■made  for  such  artides  in  advance  of  the  army,  or  for  coiton  in  the  field,  are 
mill  aadvaid,  and  aSpersons  so  offending  wiSbeexpelledfrom  the  departmsid. 

III.  Freight  agents  on  military  railroads  will  report  daily  to  the  Post 
Provost- Marshal  all  ootlon  or  other  private  property  shipped  by  them; 
and  when  shipments  are  made  by  persons  who  have  not  the  proper  per- 
mits, notice  will  be  given  by  telegraph,  to  tho  Provost-Marshal  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ky.,  who  will  seize  the  goods  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government. 

rv.  The  Federal  army  being  now  in  the  occupancy  of  West  Tennes- 
see to  the  Mississippi  line,  and  it  being  no  part  of  the  policj  of  the 
GOTernment  to  oppress,  or  cause  unnecessary  suffering  to  those  who  are  not 
in  active  r-Aellum,  hereafter,  untii  otherwise  directed,  licenses  will  bo 
granteii  by  District  Commanders  to  loyal  persona,  afSll  military  stations 
within  the  department^  to  keep  for  sale,  subject  to  the  Treasury  regula- 
tions, such  articles  as  are  of  prime  necessity  for  families,  and  sell  tho 
same  to  all  citizens  who  have  taken,  or  may  voluntarily  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  who  have  permits  fi  om  the  Pcovost-Marsiial,  obtained  under 
oath,  that  all  goods  to  be  purcliased  are  for  their  own  and  for  their  fami- 
ly's use,  and  that  no  part  thereof  is  for  sale  or  for  the  use  of  any  person 
other  than  those  named  in  tie  permit  Permits  so  given  will  be  good 
until  countermanded ;  and  all  violations  of  trading  permits  will  bo  pun- 
ished by  tlio  forfeiture  of  the  permit,  fine  and  imprisonment,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  military  coromissiOD. 

V.  PartiuaLjr  attention  is  called  to  esisting  orders  prohibiting  tho  cm- 


d^vGoogle 


144  GEN'EKAL  GKA^T 

ploymeutoruss  of  Rovarameat  teams  for  hauling  private  property.  All 
cotton ,brouglit  to  stations  or  places  I'or  sLipmeiit  id  Hits  department  by 
Government  teams  will  lia  soi^etl  by  tho  Quartermaster's  Department  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Government,  and  persons  claiming  such  properly  ex. 
polled  from  ti:e  Department.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  all  officers,  and 
especially  of  loccd  Provost-Marshals,  to  see  that  this  order  is  rigidly  eu.- 

Sy  TOinmBnd  of  Major-Goneral  U.  S.  Grant. 

John  A.  Rawlixos,  A.  A.-B. 

But,  despite  the  above  orders,  the  Jewish  camp  followers 
were  found  to  be  continually  engaged  in  an  illegal  traffic  ; 
whcruupOQ  General  Grant  espelled  them  all  from  his  de- 
partment.    Tiie  following  is  his  orcier  of  expulsion  : 


[Genial  Orders,  So.  !L] 

The  Jews,  as  a  class,  violating  every  regulation  of  trade  aatablislied 
by  the  Treasury  Department,  also  department  orders,  arc  hereby 
pelled  from  the  department  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  receipt  ol 
this  urder  by  post  commanders.  They  will  see  that  all  Uiis  class 
people  are  furnished  with  passes  and  required  to  leave;  and  anyone 
turning  after  such  noiiHcation  will  be  arrested  and  held  in  eonfinemeni 
until  an  opportunity  occurs  of  sending  them  out  as  prisooers,  unless 
furnished  with  permits  from  these  head-quarters.  No  passes  will  be 
given  these  people  to  visit  head-quarters  for  the  purpose  of  making  per- 
BOnol  applicalion  for  trade  permits.* 

By  order  of  Major-Genera  I  Grakt. 

An  anecdote  is  told  of  General  Grant,  relative  to  his  re- 
fusal lo  engage  in  or  authorize  any  movements  for  the 
reopening  of  trade  with  the  rebellious  States.  On  one  oc- 
casion, especially,  after  his  protests  and  orders  suppressing 
such  traffic,  he  was  eagerly  entreated  by  the  agents  of  the 
Ti^easury  Department  to  authorize  some  system  of  trade. 

*  This  order  was  aflerivnrds  moderated  and  the  Jews  allowed  to 
trade  uudor  certain  regulations. 
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For  a  long  time  hft  refused,  for  the  reason  that  he  could  not 
successfully  conduct  his  military  operations  while  anch  per- 
sons were  moving  around  him ;  but  at  last  he  conceded, 
that  a  certain  amount  of  trade  in  the  recaptured  districts  of 
the  South  would  be  safe,  proper,  and  even  highly  useful  to 
the  Union — provided  it  could  be  conducted  through  honest, 
unimpeachable  Union  hands.  He  was  asked  to  name  the 
persons  to  whom  he  would  be  willing  to  trust. 

"I  will  do  no  such  thing,"  was  Grant's  reply;  "forifl 
did,  it  would  appear  in  less  than  a  week  that  I  was  a  part- 
ner of  every  one  of  the  persons  trading  under  my  au- 
thority." 
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CIIAPTER  XV. 


ADVANCE  INTO  MISSISSIPPI. A  EEIUOSPKCT. 

The  object  of  the  advance  of  General  Grant's  army  into 
the  State  of  Mississippi  was  to  reduce  Vicltsburg,  and  open 
the  Mississippi  River  from  its  source  to  the  Gulf.  The  river 
had  been  blockaded  at  different  times,  by  the  fortification 
of  certain  points,  which  had  all  been  subdued  by  the  gun- 
boats, with  the  exception  of  Vicksburg ;  but  in  consequence 
of  the  natural,  as  well  as  artificial  strength  of  that  position, 
it  could  not  be  taken  from  the  water-front.  It  became, 
therefore,  necessary  that  the  land  forces  should  co-operate 
in  the  movement  for  the  conquest  of  the  rebels  at  this 
point, 

II  will  be  needfal,  for  a  clear  understanding  of  the  posi- 
tion of  afi'airs  when  General  Grant  first  undertook  this  re- 
sponsible duty,  to  go  back  to  the  time  when  the  great  river 
of  the  West  was  first  blockaded  at  Vicksburg  by  the  rebels, 
and  show  how  every  previous  effort  had  failed  to  reduce 
the  stronghold  which  had  been  styled  by  the  enemy,  the 
"Gibraltar  of  the  Mississippi." 

On  the  12th  day  of  January,  1861,  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  first  sent  artillery  to  fortify  Vicksburg, 
then  supposed  to  be  the  strongest  defensive  position  on  the 
river,  commanding  as  it  did,  from  an  important  elevation, 
the  channel  for  some  miles,  both  above  and  below  the 
city. 

"When  it  was  found  that  the  gunboat  fleet  had,  with  the 
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assistance  of  the  army,  reduced  the  strong  position  at  Island 
No.  10,  and  had  pushed  down  past  the  works  conatructed 
to  blockade  the  river  above  Memphis,  the  rebels  at  once, 
under  skilful  engineers,  began  strengthening  the  fortifica- 
tions at  Vicksburg,  until  they  were  considered  incapable 
of  being  stronger,  and  sufficient  to  resist  the  advance  of 
any  enemy  either  by  land  or  from  the  water.  Vicksburg,  in 
fact,  became  a  series  efforts,  inclosed  and  connected,  as  it 
were,  within  a, larger  fortress. 

The  operations  of  the  army  and  the  naval  forces  in  the 
West  up  to  May,  1862,  had  principally  been  for  two  grand 
objects — the  reopening  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  the 
Gulf;  and  the  suppression  of  the  rebels  in  arms.  The 
movements  were  therefore  general  in  their  character  up  to 
this  date,  and  had  not  been  directed  to  any  one  particu- 
lar point,  until  the  advance  upon  Corinth,  under  General 
Halleck. 

About  June,  1862,  tbe  reduction  of  Vicksburg  and  its 
neighboring  batteries  became  a  subject  of  more  direct  im- 
portance, and  a  special  object  to  be  accomplished  ;  and  on 
the  1st  of  that  month.  Commodore  Farragut's  fleet,  which 
had  taken  New  Orleans,  and  the  other  points  of  the  Lower 
Mississippi,  arrived  off"  Grand  Gulf,  where  it  attacked  a 
rebel  battery  of  rifled  guns.  After  a  brief  engagement  the 
fleet  passed  up  the  river,  without  reducing  the  battery,  It 
was  the  approach  of  this  fleet  from  below  and  of  the  gun- 
boat fleet  from  above,  that  warned  General  Beauregard 
that  hia  army  was  in  great  danger,  if  he  should  remain  too 
iong  at  Corinth. 

As  before  stated,  Memphis  was  reduced  on  June  6th, 
and  the  neit  day,  Farragut's  fleet  arrived  ofi"  Vicksburg. 
On  June  8th,  a  portion  of  the  fleet  returned  to  Grand  Gulf, 
and  for  the  time,  silenced  the  rebel  battery  at  that  point. 
The  gunboat  ileet  having  cleared  the  river  to  Vicksburg 
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from  above,  after  reaching  that  place  retarnecl  north,  to 
operate  on  the  rivers  of  Arkansas. 

The  movements  of  the  Union  army  under  General  Grant, 
after  the  evacuation  of  Corinth,  and  the  arrival  of  Farra- 
gut's  fleet  before  Vicksburg,  had  such  an  efiect  upon  the 
rebel  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  that  they,  on 
June  16th,  1862,  removed  their  state  archives  from  their 
capital— Jackson— to  a  more  remote  position.  On  the 
27th  of  June,  1 362,  the  fleet  began  bombarding  Vickaburg, 
and  with  the  aid  of  Porter's  mortar  fleet,  kept  shelling  the 
rebel  position  at  intervals,  until  the  ead  of  July,  when  the 
river  was  found  to  be  so  low,  that  the  fleet  had  to  retire  to 
New  Orieans,  to  prevent  tte  larger  vessels  from  becoming 
aground. 

About  twelve  milesnorth  of  Vicksbnrg  is  the  mouth  of  the 
Yazoo  River,  the  waters  of  which  stream  are  deep  enough  to 
float  an  ordinary  river  vessel,  at  almost  any  season  of  the 
year.  Up  this  river,  the  rebels  had  established  an  impro- 
vised navy-yard ;  had  there  constructed  a  powerful  iron-clad 
ram,  whioh  they  had  named  the  "  Arkansas ;"  and,  to  pre- 
vent an  enemy  from  passing  up  the  Y^zoo  River  to  destroy 
this  ehip-buUding,'the  rebels  had  fortified  Haines's  Etuff,  a 
strong  elevation,  a  short  distance  above  the  point  where 
the  Yazoo  falls  into  the  Mississippi  River.  On  July  16th, 
1862,  this  ram  came  down  the  Yazoo,  ran  by  the  fleet,  and 
laid  np  before  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  adding  thereby  a 
floating  battery  to  the  works  of  that  pUce.  The  gunboat 
"  Essex"  and  the  ram  "  Queen  of  the  West,"  however,  sub- 
sequently inflicted  such  injuries  on  this  rebel  vessel,  that 
in  a  short  time  she  was  completely  destroyed. 

At  this  time,  Vicksburg  and  its  vicinity  formed  a  portion 
of  the  Union  Department  of  the  Gulf;  therefore,  aU  military 
operations  had  to  be  made  by  troops  having  their  base  at 
New  Orleans.     While  the  United   States  vessels  were  en- 
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gaged  as  just  described,  the  troops,  which  consisted  of  one 
small  division  of  infantiy,  under  General  Williams,  were 
I'.ir  fi-oin  Leing  idle. 

An  idea  had  been  conceived  that  it  was  possible  to  iso- 
late the  city  of  Vicksburg,  nhich  was  located  on  a  bend 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  by  turning  the  course  of  th;it 
stream,  and  thus  force  the  city  inland,  some  six  miles.* 
As  the  only  strategical  value  of  Vicksburg  to  the  rebels 
was  its  power  in  blockading  the  river,  if  the  channel  could 
be  thus  changed  into  another  direction,  the  rebel  works 
would  be  useless,  and  could  be  reduced  without  much 
bloodshed,  even  if  they  were  not  voluntarily  abandoned.  To 
effect  this  change  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  cut  a  canal  across  the  neck  of  land  between 
De  Soto  ^d  Richmond,  La.,  and  nearly  opposite  Vicks- 
burg. The  troops  were  therefore  employed  on  this  work, 
while  the  fleet  bombarded  the  cily.  If  the  channel  had 
been  thus  changed,  the  piece  of  land  cut  off  in  this  method 
would  have  been  taken  ont  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
added  to  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

On  the  32d  of  July,  1862,  this  canal  was  declared  com- 
pleted; but  the  waters  of  the  river  were  too  low  to  flow 
through  it,  at  ieast  it  was  then  so  supposed;  but,  after- 
wards, it  was  ascertained  that  the  canal  was  located  in  the 
wrong  spot,  to  cause  any  variation  in  the  channel. 

The  waters  of  the  river  continuing  to  subside  rapidly,  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  raise  the  siege  ;  and  the  rebels 
took  this  opportunity  to  fill  up  the  canal  cut  by  the  Union 
troops,  and  then  to  add  their  Vicksburg  garrison  to  the 
force  engaged  against  Corinth,  during  the  early  part  of 
October.     They,  also,  further   fortified  the   hills    around 

■  Oq  many  praviovis  ocoa^iona,  the  oourae  of  the  Mississippi  River 
had  been  changed  in  one  night,  by  inorely  running  a  plough  across  a 
neolt  of  land,  luid  thus  making  a  j.rOTious  peninsula  into  an  island. 
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Vicksburg,  on  both  the  land  and  water  sidea,  bo  as  to  ren- 
der it,  if  possible,  perfectly  impregnable. 

Such  was  the  position  of  affairs,  when  General  Grant 
commenced  his  advance  into  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  and 
to  prevent  the  naval  vessels  from  N  iw  Orleans  from  again 
ascending  the  river,  to  co-operate  with  him,  the  rebel  forces, 
on  November  25th,  1862,  fortified  Port  Hudson,  on  the 
southwest  comer  of  East  Feliciana  County,  La,,  and  a 
short  distaace  above  Eaton  Rouge. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

HBST  MOVEMENTS  TOWAKDS  VICKSBITEG. 

Genekai.  John  A.  Logan,  one  of  the  ofBcers  who  had 
served  under  General  Grant,  from  the  first  day  he  assumed 
command  at  Cairo,  asserted,  in  the  halls  of  the  National 
Congress,  that,  if  the  Mississippi  River  could  not  other- 
wise he  opened,  "  the  men  of  the  Northwest  would  hew 
tlieir  way  to  the  Gulf,"  if  the  opportunity  was  only  ^al- 
lowed them.  The  Govei-nmeot,  finding  this  to  he  the  tem- 
per of  those  hardy  Western  men,  determined  to  foster  that 
i'eeling,  by  not  only  enlarging  General  Grant's  Depart- 
ment, hut  also  by  increasing  his  forces. 

On  the  28th  of  November,  a  force  of  infantry  and  cav- 
alry, under  Generals  A.  P.  Ilovey  and  "VVashburne,  aiiived 
at  Delta,  on  the  Mississippi  River,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Yazoo  Pass.  They  had  started  the  previous  day  from  He- 
lena, on  the  Arkansas  shore,  at  which  point  the  Union 
troops  about  to  join  General  Grant  were  being  concen- 
trated. General  Washbume'scavalrymadearecomioisBance 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Coldwater  River,  where  he  captured  a 
rebel  camp,  a  number  of  horses,  arms,  and  equipments,  and 
routed  the  enemy.  The  reconnoissance  was  pushed  along 
both  the  Coldwater  and  Tallahatchie  Rivers,  thence  to 
Preston,  after  which  an  expedition  was  sent  to  Garner's 
Station,  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  and  track.  This 
expedition  was  completely  successfui,  as  were  several  others 
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of  a  Bimilar  character.  The  cavalry  then  returned  via 
Charleston,  and  formed  a  junctioD,  oear  Mitchell's  Cross- 
Roade,  with  General  Hovey'a  forces.  The  i-econnoissance 
was  next  pushed  up  to  Panola,  where  an  abandoned  rebel 
camp  was  discovered,  the  occupants  having  fled  during  the 
previous  night.  The  cavalry  again  moved  in  a  southerly 
direction  to  Oakland,  and  along  the  road  towards  Coffee- 
ville.  After  ascertaining  the  exact  position  of  the  rebel 
forces,  and  being  engaged  in  a  few  skirmishes,  this  part 
of  the  expedition  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  Coldwater 
River.  General  Hovey's  command  also  cut  some  portions 
of  the  railroad  lines.  This  movement  created  quite  a 
panic  among  the  rebels  of  the  Southwest. 

Meanwhile,  the  main  forces,  under  General  Grant,  moved 
steadily  forward  along  the  line  of  railroad  leading  from 
Grand  Junction  to  Grenada.  On  November  28th,  the  ad- 
wce  left  Davis's  Mills  for  Holly  Springs,  Colonel  Lee's 
cavalry  pushing  on  ahead.  All  along  the  line  of  march 
were  evidences  of  the  recent  cavalry  operations  of  the 
Union  forces.  At  ten  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  Kovember 
29th,  the  advance  passed  through  Holly  Springs,  pushing 
on  rapidly  still  farther  south,  arriving  near  Waterford  on 
the  30th.  In  this  pla«e  was  discovered  severd  evidences 
of  the  Dlegal  traffic  that  had  been  carried  on  through  the 
rebel  lines ;  one  house,  in  St.  Louis,  having  a  branch  clothing 
establiahment  for  the  supply  of  the  rebels.  This,  and  simi- 
lar facts,  led  General  Grant  to  issue  his  order,  No.  11. 

Cavalry  reconnoissances  were  sent  out  under  Colonel 
Lee,  and  discovered  the  enemy  in  force  on  the  Tallahatchie. 
A  skirmish  took  place  on  November  30th,  near  Abbeville, 
resulting  in  the  retreat  of  the  rebels  to  the  defences  at  that 
place.  On  the  2d  of  December,  Abbeville  was  evacuated, 
and  occupied  by  the  Union  forces.  A  series  of  skirmishes 
occurred  on  December  3d,  near  Oxford,  Miss.,  between  the 
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Union  cavalry  advance  and  the  rebels,  and  resulted  in  the 
retreat  of  the  latter.  The  cavaby  then  pushed  on  after 
Viin  Dorn's  retreating  column,  and,  on  December  4th, 
drove  the  rebels  out  of  Water  Valley,  engaging  them 
sharply  near  CofFeeville,  on  December  5th. 

As  the  cavalry  thus  pushed  on,  they  were  followed  by 
the  main  army  under  General  Grant,  whose  generalship 
waa  plainly  manifested  in  every  movement  he  made.  By 
sending  General  Hovey's  forces,  via  Delta,  toward  the  rail- 
road lines,  he  created  a  panic  in  the  very  vicinity  through 
which  he  was  marching,  thus  making  hia  advance  almost 
a  bloodless  one.  The  gunboat  fleet  were  also  operating 
along  the  rivers,  especially  the  Yaaoo,  in  which  torpedoes 
had  been  sunk  by  the  rebels,  to  repel  the  advance.  On 
December  11th,  the  gunboat  Cairo  was  sunk  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  one  of  these  hidden  weapons. 

Skirmishes  would  occasionally  take  place  at  the  upsts 
left  behind  General  Grant  in  his  advance,  but  as  he  always 
took  care  Uiat  such  places  should  be  well  guarded,  these 
brief  contests  did  not,  at  first,  interfere  with  his  move- 
ments. On  December  12th,  a  skirmish  took  place  at  Cor- 
inth, but  was  handsomely  repulsed  by  Colonel  (since  Gen- 
eral) Sweeny. 

General  Grant's  head^^juarters  had,  by  this  time,  been  re- 
moved to  Oxfoi-d,  Mississippi ;  but,  in  consequence  of  the 
attack  upon  and  disgraceful  surrender  of  Holly  Springs,  on 
December  20th,  with  all  its  stores,  etc.,  so  necessary  to  the 
advance.  General  Grant's  main  forces  had  to  fall  back  to 
that  place,  where  he  located  his  head-quarters,  in  order  to 
recruit  his  supplies.  Upon  the  investigation  of  the  matter 
concerning  this  surrender.  General  Grant  found  that  it  was 
not  warranted  by  any  circumstances  that  attended  it,  and 
he  expressed  his  displeasure  in  the  following  condemnatory 
order : — 
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Head-Quarters,  !3th  Army  CoEpa,        ) 
Dbpabtmbnt  of  the  Tennessee,         J- 
HOLLT  Sphimss,  MiS3.,  Decemltr  34,  ISea.  ) 
[SpwiaiJTsW  Ordtra,  No.  23.]  {Extract.) 

It  U  uHOt  pain  and  morUJkaiion  that  the  Oeniral  Commanding  reflects 
vpi>nl}itdKgrai:^iil  surrender  i^  the  place,  viilh  all  the  valmsbU  storei  it  con- 
taiaed,  an  (he  iOth  inst,  and  that  viitlunil  any  resistance  except  by  s.  few 
men,  who  form  na  honorable  exception ;  and  this,  too,  af\«r  waroing 
had  been-  giving  of  the  enemy  nortliward,  tie  evening  previous.  With 
all  the  cotton,  public  store?,  and  substantial  buildings  aboat  the  dep6t, 
it  viotdd  have  been  perfectly  practictAle  to  have  made,  in  a  few  hours,  a  de- 
fence sufficient-t^  resist,  viitha  email  garrison,  all  the  cavalry  ford  brought 
against  Biem  until  the  re-eiiforoemeDta  which  the  commandi!^  officer  was 
noti&ed  were  marcbing  to  his  relief  c«uld  have  reached  Lioi. 

The  conduct  of  ofScers  and  men  in  accepting  paroles,  under  the  circum- 
slancoa,  is  highly  reprehensiljle,  and,  to  say  the  least,  thoughtless.  By 
the  terms  of  the  Dii-Hili  cartel  each  party  is  bound  to  take  care  of  their 
prisoners  and  to  send  them  to  Vicksburg,  or  a  point  On  the  James  River, 
for  eichange,  or  parole,  unless  some  other  point  is  mutually  agreed  upon 
by  the  generals  commanding  the  opposing  armies. 

By  a  refusal  to  be  paroled,  (hA  snemy,  from  his  inability  to  ta3ie  care  of 
the  prisoners,  viovid  haee  been  compelled  either  to  have  refused  Stem  uncon- 
ditionoMy,  or  to  have  abandoned  further  aggressive  movements  for  the  time 
iting,  vikich  would  have  made  their  recapture,  a/ad  the  discomfitare  of  tke 
enemy  almost  certain. 

The  prisoners  paroled  at  this  place  will  be  collected  in  camp  at  once 
by  the  post  commander,  and  held  under  close  guard  until  their  case  can 
be  reported  to  'Washington  for  further  instructions. 

Commanders  throughout  the  department  are  directed  to  arrest  and  hold 
as  aiove  ait  men  of  their  commands  and  all  s^agglers  who  may  ham 
accepted  their  pa:roles  upon  like  termj. 

The  General  Commandii^  is  satisfied  that  the  majority  of  the  tfoops 
who  accepted  a  parole  did  so  thonghtleasly  and  from  want  of  knowledge 
of  the  cartel  referred  to,  and  that  in  future  they  will  not  be  caught  in 
the  same  way. 

By  order  of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grakt. 

JoiiH  A.  Rawlins,  'A.  A.-O. 

Other  posts  in  General  Grant's  rear  were  attacked  at 
about  the  same  time  as  Holly  Springs,  but  were  hravely 
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defended  by  their  garrisons,  and  the  rebel  < 
pulsed.  General  Grant,  therefore,  caused  a  full  investiga- 
tion to  be  m.ide,  respectiog  the  conduct  of  the  troops  at  all 
the  points  that  were  assailed,  and  expressed  his  feelings 
concerning  it,  in  the  following  order : — 

HBiD-QUiRTBRS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  THB  TENNESSEE,  ) 

Holly  Springs,   Miss.,  January  8,  1663.  ( 

[General  Orders,  Jft.  4] 

I.  Tlie  Major  Qeneral  Commanding  the  department  takes  just  pride 
mid  satisfaction  in  congratulating  Oie  smtdl  garrisons  of  the  pofts  of 
Coldwater,  Davis's  Mills,  and  Middloburg,  for  Vas  lieroic  defence  of  Iheir 
positions  OQ  Clio  SOCh,  Slst,  and  S4th  ulUmo,  andlheir  swxesafiii  repidse  of 
an  enemy  many  times  Ikar  numlier. 

The  SOtli  Illiuois,  at  Coldwatcr  (ita  Brst  engagement);  the  detscU- 
ment  of  the  Tcturan  35th  Icdiana,  and  two  oompanios  of  tlie  6th  Ohio 
Cavalry,  at  Davis's  Mills  ;  and  the  dotaclimcnt  of  tho  gallant  12th  Michi- 
gan at  Middlebni^,  are  deserving  of  the  thanks  of  the  army,  which  was  in 
a  measure  dependent  upon  the  road  they  so  nobly  defended  for  supplies, 
and  they  will  receive  the  meed  of  praise  over  awarded  by  a  grateful 
public  to  those  who  bravely  and  successfully  do  their  duly. 

These  regiraouta  are  eutitled  to  inscribe  upon  their  banners,  respec- 
tively. Cold  water,  Davis's  Mills,  and  Middleburg,  with  the  names  of  other 
battle-fields  made  victorious  by  their  valor  and  discipline. 

UisgraUfijiitg  to  kaaie  Ihat  at  eiiery  point  wlw,re  oar  troops  made  a  stand 
dwing  thelale  raid  of  the  enemy's  cavairy,  sueeess  Jbllowed,  and  the  enemy 
teas  made  to  mfer  a  loss  in  killed  and  woaadfd  greater  than  the  entire  gar- 
risons of  the  places  attacked.  Especially  ims  this  the  case  of  Davis's  MiOs 
and  ifidiUebarg.  The  only  success  gained  by  Van  Horn  was  ai  Solly 
firings,  where,  the  whole  garrison  was  J^ft  by  their  commander  in  ignorance 
of  the  approach  of  danger. 

II.  Colonel  R,  C.  Murphy,  of  the  8th  Eegiment  Wisconsin  Infantry 
Volunteers,  having',  while  in  command  of  the  post  of  Holly  Springs, 
Misaiasippi,  neglected  and  failed  to  eiercise  the  usual  and  ordinary  pre- 
cautions to  guard  and  protect  the  some ;  having,  after  repeated  and 
timely  warning  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  faded  to  make  any  pre- 
parations for  resistance  or  defence,  or  shown  any  disposition  lo  do  so ;  and 
having,  with  a  force  amply  sulficient  to  have  repulsed  the  enemy  and 
prctoet  the  publio  stores  intrusted  to  his  care,  diagraoefully  pennitted 
him  to  capture  the  post  and  destroy  the  stores — and  the  movement  of 
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troops  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  rendering  it  Impracticable  to  conyece  a 
court-martial  for  hia  trial — is,  therefore,  dismissed  ike  lenice  of  tJie  United 
Stales~lu  ioks  effezt  from  Sis  lOlh  day  of  Docembcr,  1862,  the  date  of  his 
cavmrdly  and  disgracefid  conduct. 

By  order  of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant. 

JoKs  A.  EiWUNS,  A.  A.'G. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  date  of  the  above  order,  that  it 
had  not  been  issued  in  the  heat  of  the  moment,  or  without 
due  consideration,  but  had  been  the  result  of  a  careful  in- 
vestigation of  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  case. 
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CHAPTER  XVn. 


The  forces  under  General  Grant  having  now  been  in- 
creased to  such  an  extent  as  to  authorize  their  division 
into  Army  Corps,the  following  order  was  issued,  and  gave 
directions  for  the  arrangeroent  of  the  forces  by  divisions 
into  corps,  and  stated  who  were  the  commanders  of  the 
new  organizations : 

He  AH- Quarters,  Department  ok  tee  Tensesseb,  ! 

1-Ioi.i.T  SPRtNGS,  MiBS.,  Dec.  23,  1862,  J 

{Gsneral  Ordtrt,  No  14] 

By  directions  of  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  army,  the  troops  in  this 
depflrtment  including  tho^us  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  opera- 
ting on  tlie  MiBSissippi  River,  are  hereby  divided  into  four  Army  Corps, 
as  follow  3 

1.  The  troops  compoiing  the  9th  Division,  Brigadier-General  G.  W. 
Morgan  c^mrianding,  the  10th  Division,  Brigadier-General  A.  J.  Smith 
commanding;  and  all  oilier  troops  operating  on  the  Mississippi  River 
l)elow  Memphis,  not  included  in  the  IBth  Army  Oorpa,  will  constitute  the 
13tli  Armj  Corps,  under  the  command  of  M^or-Qeneral  John  A.  Mc- 
Cieraand. 

2.  The  Qth  Division,  Brigadier-General  Morgan  L.  Smith  commanding; 
the  Division  from  Helena,  Ark.,  commaiided  by  Brigadier-General  P. 
Steele  ;  and  the  forces  in  the  "  District  of  Memphis,"  will  constitute  the 
15th  Army  Corps,  and  he  oommaDded  by  Major-GoneralW.  T.  Sherman. 

3.  The  Gth  Division,  Brigadier-General  J.  McArthur  commanding; 
the  Yth  division,  Brigadier-Gieperal  I.  F.  Quinby  commanding!  the  SHI 
Division,  Brigadier  General  L.  F.  Ross  comranndii^  ;  the  2d  Brigade  of 
Cavalry,  Colonel  A.  L,  Leo  commanding;  and  the  troops  in  the  "Dis- 
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trict  of  Columbus,"  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Dayies,  and  those 
in  the  "District  of  Jackson,"  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Sullivan, 
will  constitute  the  16tli  Army  Corps,  and  be  commanded  by  Majoc-Gen- 
eral  S.  A.  Hurlbut. 

i.  The  1st  Division,  Brigadier-General  J.  W.  Denver  commanding; 
the  3d  Division,  BriiKidier-GeneralJolm  A.  Logan  commanding;  tlie  4lh 
Division,  Brigadier-General  J,  G.  lauman  comraflnding;  the  1st  Bri- 
gade of  Cavalry,  Colonel  B,  H.  Grierson  commanding  ;  and  the  forcea  itt 
the  "District  of  Coriiilh,"'  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  G.  M. 
Dodge,  will  constitute  the  17th  Army  Corps,  and  be  commanded  by 
Major-General  .T.  B.  McPhcraon. 

District  commanders  will  send  consolidated  returns  of  their  forces  to 
these  head-quarters  as  well  aa  to  Army  Corps  head-quarters,  and  will, 
for  the  present,  receive  orders  from  Department  bead-qGarlcrs. 

By  order  of  Major-Genorai  tj.  S.  Grant. 

John  A.  Eawlins,  A.  A.-G. 

Another  general  order  transposed  the  diviBions  of  Gen- 
erals MoArthur  and  Quinby,of  the  16th  Army  Corps,  with 
those  of  Generals  Lauman  and  Denver,  of  the  11th. 

Two  d;iys  before  the  issuance  of  the  foregoing.  General 
Sherman,  who  had  been  plaeed  in  command  of  an  expedi- 
tion down  the  Mississippi  River  to  V^icksburg,  and  who  had 
personally  made  certain  reconnoissances  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Tallahatchie  River,  embarked  his  forces  at  Memphis, 
and  they  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Friar's  Point, 
eighteen  miles  below  Helena,  The  fleet  consisted  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  steamers,  in  addition  to  the 
gunboats.  General  Sherman's  force  was  composed  en- 
tirely of  Western  men,  good  fightere,  hardy,  daring,  and 
used  to  a  rough  and  adventurous  life. 

In  order  that  the  expedition  might  be  composed  entirely 
of  fighting  material,  General  Sherman  issued  theft 
before  embarking  his  forces : 
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Hbad-Qdabtehs,  Right  Winq  13th  Abmt  Coups,  I 
Memphis,  Tknn.,  Dec  13,  1B62.  f 

[CenCT-oi  Orders,  No.  8.} 

1.  The  expedition  ^oyi  fitting  out  ia  purely  of  a.  military  character, 
and  the  interests  involved  arc  of  tt>a  important  a  nature  to  be  mixed 
up  with  personal  and  private  business.  So  citizen,  mole  (rr  female,  viili  be 
aUoioed  to  accompany  it,  unless  employed  as  part  of  a  crew  or  as  ser- 
THnta  to  the  transports.  Female  chambermaids  to  the  boats  and  nurses 
to  the  sick  alone  will  be  allowed,  unless  the  wives  of  captains  and  pilots 
actually  belongjng  to  the  boats.  No  laundress,  officer's,  or  Boldier's  wife 
must  pass  below  HcleniL 

2.  No  person  whatever,  citizen,  officer,  or  sutler,  will,  on  any  cou- 
dderation,  buy  or  deal  in  cotton  or  other  produce  of  the  country. 
Sliould  any  ootten  be  brought  on  Ijoard  of  aay  transport  going  or  return- 
ing, the  brigade  quartermaster,  of  which  the  boat  forma  a  part,  will 
talie  possession  of  it,  and  invoica  it  to  Captain  A.  R.  Eddy,  Chief 
Quartermaster  at  Memphis. 

3.  Should  any  cotton  or  other  produce,  be  brought  back  to  Memphis 
by  any  oharterBd  boat.  Captain  Eddy  will  take  possession  of  the  same, 
and  sell  it  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  United  States.  If  accompanied  by  its 
actual  producer,  tlie  planter  or  factor,  the  quartermaster  will  furnish 
him  with  a  receipt  for  the  saine  to  be  settled  for,  on  proof  of  bis  loyal- 
ly at  tlie  close  of  the  war. 

i.  Boats  ascending  the  river  may  take  cotton  from  the  shore  for  bulk- 
heads to  protect  their  engines  or  ercw,  but  on  arrival  at  Memphis  it 
wili  be  turned  Over  to  the  quartermaster  with  a  statement  cf  the  time, 
pla(«,  and  name  of  its  owner.  The  trade  in  cotton  must  await  a  more 
peaceful  state  of  affairs. 

5.  ShoMany  eiiisen  accampany  theti^edition  below  SeUaa,  in  iiiotaiion 
cf  these  orders,  any  colonel  of  a  regiment  or  captain  of  a  baHery  u/iU  con- 
script him  info  theeen-iceofthe  United  States  for  the  unex^red  term  of  his 
command.  Jf  he  show  a  refractory  spirit  anJUiing  him  for  a  soldier,  the 
commanding  officf.r  present  wUl  (thvi  Aim  o^er  to  the  captain  of  the  boat  as 
a  deck  Itand,  and  compel  Mm  to  work  in  t!iai  capacity  viitkout  viages  natil 
the  boat  retwns  to  Memphis. 

6.  Any  person  whatever,  whether  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
or  transports,  found  making  reports  for  publication,  which  might  reach 
the  enemy,  ^ving  them  information,  aid,  and  comfort,  will  be  arrested 
and  treated  as  spies.        By  order  of  Major-Qeneral  SHEMtilfJ 

J.  H.  HiUMOSD,  Major  and  A.  A.-G. 
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The  above  order  certainly  gave  speculators  due  warning 
of  what  they  might  expect,  if  they  attempted  to  conceal 
themselves  among  the  soldiets  and  were  found  out. 

General  Sherman,  when  he  left  Memphis,  located  liie 
head-quai'ters  on  the  "  Forest  Queen,"  and  with  his  staff 
arrived  at  Friar's  Point  on  December  21st.  It  wUl  thus 
be  seen  tliat  General  Sherman  was  entirely  unaware  of  the 
necessity  which  existed  in  General  Grant  retracing  his 
steps  from  Oxford  to  Holly  Springs ;  and  as  the  plan  had 
been  for  the  latter  to  move  upon  Jackson  by  the  railroad, 
thence  to  Vicksburg,  while  the  former  attacked  the  works,  a 
piBper  combination  was  certainly  needed  to  secure  success. 

Nor  was  it  possible  for  General  Grant  to  mform  Gen- 
eral Sherman  of  his  retrograde  movement ;  and  it  was  only 
to  be  hoped  that,  having  the  moral  support  of  supposing 
General  Grant  was  successful,  he  would  himself  suei;eed. 

As  it  was,  the  troops  that  had  retreated  before  General 
Grant's  advance,  finding  that  they  were  released  from  the 
necessity  of  further  resisting  him— as  it  would  have  been  a 
fatal  madness  for  him  to  have  pushed  on  to  Jackson  with- 
out supplies— were  immediately  transported  to  Vicksburg 
to  resist  the  onslaught  of  General  Sherman,  of  whose 
expedition  the  rebels  had  been  duly  apprised  by  their  sym- 
pathizers in  Memphis. 

General  Sherman,  therefore,  proceeded  with  his  part  of 
the  expedition,  and  landed  a  small  force  under  General 
Morgan  L.  Smith,  at  Milliken's  Bend.  These  troops  pro- 
ceeded to  Delhi  and  Dallas,  on  the  Vicksburg  and  Texas 
Rdlroad,  and  destroyed  the  depi>ta  and  a  section  of  the 
track,  so  as  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  rebels  from  Vicks- 

irwill  be  seen  that  General  Grant's  plan  was  a  splendid 
one  ;  and  but  for  the  surrender  of  Holly  Springs,  must  have 
proved  successful. 
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On  the  2Vth  of  December,  1862,  the  main  forces  under 
General  Sherman,  having  successfully  disembarked  at 
Johnston's  Landing,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  River, 
the  command  next  prepared  for  an  assault  upon  the  north- 
ern works  that  defended  the  city  of  Vickaburg. 
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-ARKANSAS  POST." 

The  forcea  under  Geoeral  Slieriiiaa  consisted  of  four  di- 
visioDs,  and  were  known  as  the  "  Right  Wing  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee." 

At  about  noon  of  December  20th,  1862,  the  fleet  of  trans- 
ports arrived  off  Johnston's  Landing,  and  under  cover  of 
the  gunboats,  the  men  were  disembarked ;  the  axmed  ves- 
sels having  first  silenced  the  battery  which  the  rebels  had 
planted.  By  early  morning  the  whole  force,  infantry  and 
artillery  were  landed — the  advance  having  already  moved 
some  distance  inland. 

Vicksburg,  from  this  point  of  landing,  was  peculiarly 
situated,  being  on  a  hill,  with  a  line  of  hills  surrounding  it 
at  a  distance  of  several  miles,  and  extending  from  Haines' 
Bluff,  on  the  Yazoo  River,  to  Warrenton,  ten  miles  below 
the  city,  on  the  Mississippi  River.  The  low  country  in  the 
vicinity  is  swampy,  filled  with  sloughs,  bayous,  and  lagoons. 
To  approach  Vicksburg  witb  a  large  force  by  this  route, 
even  in  times  of  peace,  would  be  a  matter  of  great  diffi- 
culty, and  with  an  enemy  in  front,  it  was  almost  an  im- 
possibility. 

•  These  two  aotiona  were  not  under  the  immediate  superviaion.  of 
General  Grant ;  but  as  the?  occurred  within  his  department,  and  nete 
fought  by  his  troops,  they  consequently  form  a  portion  of  his  military  his- 
tory. Under  auoh  cireumBtances,  it  ia  not  necessary  to  fully  describe 
each  battle  in  detail,  but  briefly  allude  to  them,  so  aa  to  connect  the 
links  in  the  }ii3toric  chain. 
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On  Saturday  morning,  December  27th,  1882,  the  army- 
was  di-awn  up  in  line  of  battle,  prepared  to  make  the  as- 
sault on  the  enemy's  works.  The  genera!  advance  was 
then  commenced  fi'om  different  points,  and  by  dusk  the 
enemy  was  driven  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  his  for- 
mer position.* 

On  the  28tli,  the  men  fought  with  great  bravery  and  de- 
termination ;  but  the  non-arrival  of  the  left  -wing  had  com- 
pleteiy  disarranged  the  plan  of  battle.  The  enemy  had 
also  by  this  time,  bee»  considerably  re-enforced  by  the 
troops  that  had  fled  from  before  General  Grant's  advance ; 
and  the  missiles  from  this  concentrated  body  were  thrown 
with  great  rapidity  upon  General  Sherman's  lines.  The 
rebels,  however,  refused  to  come  from  behind  their  de- 
fences, which,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  extended  for  at 
least  two  miles  up  the  bluffs — the  newly  arrived  troops 
having  been  at  once  set  to  work,  during  the  previous  night, 
throwing  up  earthwork  batteries  in  all  directions,  and  at 
every  assailable  point.  The  position  was  naturally  strong, 
but  by  the  addition  of  art,  it  was  made  completely  impreg- 
nable against  so  small  a  force  as  that  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Sherman.  The  woods  were  also  filled  with  sharpshoot- 
ers, who  picked  ofi'the  officers  with  great  rapidity. 

During  Monday,  the  29th,  several  brilliant  charges  were 
made  by  the  troops  on  the  rebel  works  ;  but  alt  was  in 
vain,  as  the  men  were,  on  all  occasions  outnumbered  by  the 
enemy,  and  consequently  could  not  hold  the  positions,  even 
after  they  wei-e  taken.     General  Blair's  brigade,  headed 

*  Qeoom!  Sherman  had  bo  far  EuccessfaUj  carried  out  hia  part 
of  the  [irogramioe ;  and  it  waa  by  this  time  cipectod  that  Gesera]  Graat 
would  have  been  able  h>  eo-operate  with  him.  The  surreader  of  Holly 
Springs,  as  before  described,  had.  however,  prevented  the  latter  from 
following  out  his  portion  of  tJie  plan;  and  thus,  by  Bie  delinquency  of  one 
subordinate,  the  whole  cainpsign  was  ruined. 
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by  himself  on  foot,  particularly  difitingnished  itself^  and 
Buffered  the  greatest  loss.  Aa  the  men  fell  back  upon  their 
suppoits,  the  last  man  to  leave  the  hill,  was  the  brigade 
commander. 

The  following  description  of  the  charge  is  given  by  one 
who  witnessed  the  whole  action  : 

General  Morgan,  at  eleveii  o'dock  a,  u.,  sent  word  to  General  Steelo 
that  lio  was  about  ready  for  the  movement  upon  tho  Mil,  and  wished  the 
latter  to  support  him  with  General  Thayer's  Brigade.  Gieneral  Steele 
accordingly  ordered  General  Thayer  to  move  hia  brigade  forward,  and  be 
ready  for  the  assault.  The  order  was  promptly  complied  ivith,  and  G^n- 
eial  Blair  leceired  from  General  Morgan  the  order  to  assault  the  hill. 
The  artillery  had  been  silent  for  some  time ;  but  Hoffman's  Battery 
opened  when  tbe  movement  commenced.  This  was  promptly  replied  to 
by  tlie  enemy,  and  taken  up  byGriffith's  First  Iowa  Battery,  and  a  vig- 
orous shelling  was  the  result  By  the  time  General  Blair's  Brigade 
emerged  from  its  cover  of  cypress  forest,  the  shell  were  dropping  fast 
among  the  men.  A  field  battery  had  been  in  position  in  front  of  Hoff- 
man's Battery ;  but  it  limbered  up  and  moved  away  beyond  the  heavy 
batteries  and  the  rifle-pits. 

In  front  of  the  timber  where  Bhiir's  Brigade  had  been  lying  was  an 
abatis  of  young  trees,  cut  off  about  three  feet  above  the  ground,  and  with 
the  tops  fallen  promiscuously  around.  It  took  some  minutes  to  pass 
this  abatis,  and  by  the  time  it  was  accomplished  the  enemy's  fire  hiid 
not  been  without  effect  Beyond  tliis  abatis  was  a  ditch  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  deep,  and  with  two  or  three  feet  of  wat«r  in  the  bottom.  Tho 
bottom  of  the  ditch  was  a  quicksand,  In  which  the  feet  of  the  men  com- 
menced sinking,  the  instant  they  touched  it.  By  the  time  this  ditch  was 
passed  the  line  was  thrown  into  considerable  cocfusion,  and  it  took  seve- 
ral minutes  to  put  it  in  order.  All  the  horses  of  the  officers  were  mired 
in  this  ditch;    Every  one  dismounted  and  moved  up  the  hill  on  foot. 

Beyond  this  ditch  was  an  abatis  of  heavy  timber  that  had  been  felled 
several  months  before,  and,  from  Iielng  completely  seasoned,  was  more 
difficult  of  passage  than  that  constructed  of  the  greener  and  more  flex- 
ible trees  encountered  at  first.  These  obstacles  were  overcome  under  a 
tremendous  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  and  the  men  in  the  rifle-pits. 
The  line  was  recovered  from  the  disorder  into  which  it  had  been  thrown 
by  the  passage  of  the  abatis ;  and,  with  General  Blair  at  their  head,  tiAO 
regiments  mived  forward  "  upon  the  enemy's  works,"    The  first  move- 
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ment  was  over  a  sloping  plateau,  raked  by  direct  and  enfilading  fires  from 
heavy  artillery,  and  Swept  by  a  perfect  Bform  of  bullets  from  the  rifle- 
pits.  Nothing  daunted  by  the  dozeca  of  men  that  had  already  fallen,  the 
brigade  pressed  on,  and  in  a  fewmomeuts  bad  driTen  the  enemy  from  the 
first  range  of  rifle-pits  at  the  baae  of  the  hill,  and  were  in  full  possession. 
Halting  but  a  moment  to  take  breath,  the  brigade  renewed  the  charge, 
and  speedily  occupied  the  second  line  of  rifle-pits,  about  two  hundred 
yards  distant  from  the  first.  General  Blajr  was  the  first  man  of  liis 
brigade  to  enter.  All  this  time  tlie  murderous  fire  from  the  enemy's 
ggna  continued.  The  batteries  were  Still  abo™  this  line  of  rifle-pita. 
The  regiments  were  not  stroi^  enough  to  attempt  their  capture  without 
a  prompt  and  powerful  support.    Tor  them  it  had  truly  been  a  march 

Almost  simultatieously  with  the  movement  of  Gleueral  Blair  on  the 
left.  Gen.  Thayer  received  liia  command  to  go  forward.  He  hail  previ- 
ously given  orders  to  all  hia  regiments  in  column  to  follow  each  other 
whenever  the  first  moved  forward.  He  accordingly  placed  himself  at 
the  head  of  his  advance  regiment,  the  Fourth  Iowa,  and  his  order — 
"  Forward,  Second  Brigade  I" — rang  out  clear  above  the  tumult.  Colonel 
Williamson,  commanding  the  Fourth  Iowa,  movoditoff  in  splendid  style. 
General  Thayer  supposed  that  all  the  other  regiments  of  his  brigade  wore 
following,  in  accordance  with  his  instructions  previously  issued.  He 
wound  through  the  timber  skirting  the  bayou,  crossed  at  the  same  bridge 
where  General  Blair  had  pasnod  but  a  few  minutes  before,  made  his  way 
through  the  ditch  and  both  lines  of  abatis,  defiected  the  right  and 
ascended  the  sloping  plateau  in  the  direction  of  the  riSe-pits  simulta- 
neously with  General  Blair,  and  about  two  hundred  yards  to  Ma  right. 

When  General  Thayer  reached  the  rifle-pita,  after  hard  fighting  and  a 
heavy  loss,  he  found,  to  hia  horror,  that  only  the  Fourth  Iowa  had  fol- 
lowed him,  the  wooded  nature  of  the  place  having  prevented  his  aaoor- 
taioing  it  before.  Sadly  disheartened,  with  litUe  hope  of  success,  he 
stiD  pressed  forward  and  fought  his  way  to  the  second  line,  at  the  same 
time  that  General  Blair  reached  it  on  the  left.  Colonel  Williamson's 
regiment  wae  fast  falling  before  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  rebels,  and 
with  an  amicus  heart  General  Thayer  looked  around  for  aid. 

The  rebels  were  forming  three  full  regiments  of  infantry  to  move 
down  upon  General  Thayer,  and  were  massing  a  proportionately  for- 
midable force  against  General  Blair.  The  rebel  infantry  and  artillery 
wore  constantly  in  full  pl^iy,  and  two  heavy  guns  were  raking  the  rifla- 
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pits  in  sereral  places.  With  no  hope  of  Buceor,  Gleneral  Thayor  gave 
the  ordur  for  a  raturn  down  the  )iill  and  back  to  hia  ori^at  position. 
The  Fourth  Iowa,  enlering  the  fight  five  hundred  strong,  had  lost  a  liun- 
dred  and  twenty  men  in  less  than  tiiirty  minutoa.  It  fell  back  at  ft  quick 
march,  but  with  ita  ranks  unbroken  and  without  any  thing  of  panic. 

It  appears  that  just  at  the  time  General  Thajer'a  Brigade  started  up 
the  hill.  General  Morgan  sent  for  a  portion  of  it  to  support  him  on  the 
righi  General  Steele  at  once  diYerted  the  Second  Regiment  of  Thayer's 
Brigade,  which  was  passing  at  the  time.  The  Second  Regiment  being 
thus  diverted,  the  others  followed,  in  accordance  with  the  orders  they 
had  previously  received  from  their  commaader.  Notice  of  the  move- 
ment wag  sent  to  General  Thayer;  but,  In  consequence  of  the  deatli  of 
the  courier,  tlie  notification  never  readied  him.  This  accounts  for  his 
being  left  with  nothing  save  the  Fourth  Iowa  Regiment.  The  occupy 
rence  was  a  aad  one.  The  troops  thus  turned  off  were  among  the  best 
that  had  yet  been  in  action,  and  had  they  been  pennitted  to  charge  the 
enemy  they  would  have  won  for  themselves  a  brilliant  record. 

When  General  Bluir  entered  the  second  line  of  riHe-pits,  hia  brigade 
continued  to  pursue  the  enemy  up  the  hilL  The  Thirteenth  lilinoia  In- 
fantry was  in  adTance,  and  fought  with  desperation  to  win  ita  way  to  the 
top  of  the  crest.  Fifty  yards  or  more  above  the  second  line  of  rifle-pits 
is  a  small  clump  of  willows,  hardly  deserving  tlie  name  of  trees,  They 
stand  in  a  corn-fleld,  and  from  the  banks  of  the  bayou  below  presented 
the  appearance  of  a  green  hilloclt.  To  this  copse  mtiny  of  the  rebels  fled 
when  they  were  driven  from  the  rille-pita,  and  they  were  promptly  pur- 
sued by  General  Blair'a  men.  The  Thirteenth  met  and, engaged  the 
rebels  hand  to  hand,  and  in  the  encounter  bayonets  were  repeatedly 
crossed.  It  gained  the  place,  driving  out  the  enemy ;  hut  as  soon  aa 
our  men  occupied  it  the  fire  of  a  field-battery  was  turned  upon  them  and 
the  place  became  too  hot  to  i:>e  held. 

The  road  from  Mra.  Lake's  plantation  to  the  top  of  the  high  ground 
and  thence  to  Vicksbui^,  runs  at  an  angle  along  the  side  of  the  hill,  so 
aa  to  obtain  a  slope  easy  of  ascent.  The  lower  side  of  this  road  was  pro- 
vided with  a  breastwork,  so  that  a  light  battery  could  be  taken  any- 
where along  the  road  and  fired  over  the  embankment*  From  the 
nearest  point  of  this  embankmeut  a,  battery  opened  on  the  Thirteenth 
lilinoia,  and  was  aided  by  a  heavy  battery  on  the  hllL  Several  men 
were  killed  by  the  shell  and  grape  that  swept  the  copse. 

The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  came  to  the  support  of  the  Thir- 
teenth,  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri,   Colonel  Cavender,   being   in  Ihe 
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fldyance.  Meantime  the  rebels  formed  a  large  force  of  infactry  to  bring 
BgaiDGt  them,  and  when  the  Twenty-ninth  reached  the  copee  the  rebels 
were  already  engaging  the  Union  troopa.  The  color-bearer  of  the 
Twelfth  had  been  shot  down,  and  Bome  one  picked  up  the  standard  and 
planted  it  in  front  of  the  copse.  The  force  of  the  rebels  was  too  great 
for  our  men  to  stand  against  them,  and  they  slowly  fell  back,,  ^hting 
step  by  step  toward  the  rifle-pita,  and  takii^  their  colors  with  them. 

In  thia  charge  upon  the  hill  tho  regiments  lost  severely.-  In  General 
Blair's  Brigade  there  were  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-flvo  men  en- 
gaged in  this  assault,  and  of  this  number  sis  hundred  and  forty-two  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  captured.* 

Under  a  flag  of  truce  the  dead  were  "buried  and  the 
wounded  removed,  after  which  General  Sherman  gave  the 
order  for  his  troops  to  re-emhark. 

The  arrival  of  General  McCIemand  at  the  scene  of  action 
next  caused  a  change  in  the  command,  as  he  ranked  Gen- 
eral Sherman  by  over  one  month  in  the  date  of  his  com- 
mission ;  and  an  order  was  at  once  given  by  the  foi'mer  to 
withdraw  from  the  Yazoo  River,  where  the  vessels  were 
stationed,  and  return  to  the  Mississippi  River.  General 
McCIemand,  on  assuming  the  command,  ordered  the  title 
of  the  army  to  be  changed,  and  General  Sherman  an- 
nounced the  fact  in  the  following  order  : 

IlEAB-QnAKTEKS,  RlQGT  WlKQ  AHMT  OF  TEHHESSEa,  ) 

Steamer  Forest  Queen,  Milliksk'sBekd,  Januaryi,  18S3.  J 
[GeaercU  Orders,  M.  5.] 

Pursuant  1*  the  terms  of  General  Orders,  No.  1,  made  this  day  by- 
General  MoClemand,  the  title  of  our  army  ceaaes  to  exist,  and  cOnsti- 
tutes  in  the  future  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  composed  of  two 
"array  corps,"  one  to  be  commanded  by  General  S.  W.  Morgan,  and  the 
other  by  myaelf.  In  rchnquishing  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  arM  restrittlng  my  authority  to  ray  own  corps,  I  desire  to 
eipresa  to  all  commanders,  to  soldiers  and  officers  recently  operating 
before  Vicksburg,  my  licartj  thanks  for  their  Ecal,  alacrity,  and  courage 
manifested  by  them  on  all  occasions.      We  failed  in  aecomplisbing  one 


*  Correspondence  of  New  York  Herald,  January,  1 
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purpose  of  our  movoment,  the  capture  of  Tickaburg;  but  we  were 
part  of  a  whole.  Ours  was  &u<  jior(  of  a  aimbaud  wmement,  in  whiiA 
oVieri  were  lo  assist.  We  leere  on  hm' ,  ttnfi/reseen  contingencies  mvnl  havr 
ddayed  the  oOiers.  We  have  destroyed  the  Shreveport  road,  we  have 
Kttacked  the  defences  of  VioksburR,  and  pushed  the  attack  as  far  as 
prudence  woxild  justify  ;  and  liaving  lound  it  too  atrong  for  our  single 
columo,  we  have  drawn  oifin  good  order  and  good  spirita,  ready  for  any 
new  move.  A  new  C(immar,der  is  noui  here  to  lead  yott.  He  is  chosen  by  - 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  ia  charged  by  tie  Constitution 
to  maintain  and  defend  it,  and  he  has  tlie  undoubted  right  to  select  Iuh 
own  agents.  /  know  (hat  oil  good  officers  and  soldiera  mil  give  htm  the 
sayne  heariy  support  and  cheerful  obedience  they  have  hitherto  given  me. 
There  are  honors  enough  in  reserve  for  all,  and  ■work  enough  too.  Let 
each  do  his  appropriate  part,  and  our  nation  must  in  the  end  emerge 
from  this  dire  conflict  purified  and  ennobled  by  the  Area  which  now  test 
its  strength  and  purity.  All  oflicera  of  the  general  staff  now  attached 
to  my  person  will  hereafter  report  in  person  and  by  letter  to  Major 
General  McClemand,  commanding  the  Armyofthe  Mississippi,  on  board 
the  steamer  Tigress,  at  our  rendezvous  at  Gaines's  Landing  and  at  Mont- 
gomery Point. 

By  order  of  Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman. 

J.  H.  HiUMOND,  A.  A.-G. 

For  a  short  time  this  part  of  the  army  operated  without 
being  under  tbe  direct  command  of  General  Grant,  and 
was,  therefore,  taken  away  from  aiding  in  tbe  grand  object 
of  the  campaign — the  reduction  of  Vicksburg.  As  such  a 
diversion  of  General  Grant's  troops  would  necessariiy  lead 
to  reduction  of  one-half  of  the  force  under  his  command, 
and  perhaps  a  complete  failure  of  the  whole  enterprise,  for 
which  he  had  so  long  labored,  an  application  was  made  to 
the  President  to  change  the  programme,  which  was  done 
accordingly,  and  the  two  army  corps — the  l^h  and  15th 
— agMn  united  to  his  forces,  and   ordered  to  report  to 

In  the  mean  time  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  composed 
of  those  two  corps,  was  taken  up  the  Arkansas  and  White 
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Rivers  to  operate  against  Fort  Ilindroan,  a  rebel  work 
commandiag  the  former  stream. 

The  following  dispatches  will  espl^n  the  result  of  the 
movement : 

HEiD-QGinrEKs,  Aemt  op  thb  Missiasippi,  } 

Post  op  Arkansas,  Janfviry  11,  1B63.      J 

Major-General  U.  S.  Oeant,  Commanding  DepaTtment  of  the  Tennessee : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  forces  ucder  my  comniand  attacked 
the  Post  of  Arkansas  today,  at  one  o'clock,  having  stormeil  the  enemy's 
work.  We  took  a,  large  number  of  prisoners,  variously  estimated  at 
from  seven  thousand  to  ten  thousand,  together  witii  all  hia  stores,  ani- 

Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  commanding  (he  Mississippi  Squadron, 
effectivelyandbrilliantlyco-operated,  accomplishing  this  oomplete  success. 
JOHS  A.  McCLBSNiND,  MajoT-Generoi  Commanding. 

Umttbd  States  Mississippi  Squadroh,  ) 
AnKAHSiS  Post,  January  11,  1863.  j 
Hon.  Gibbon  Welles,  Sfcretary  of  Navy  :— 

Sir— 'The  gunboats  LouisvUlo,  De  Ealb,  Gincmnati,  and  Lezingtoa, 
attacked  the  heavy  fort  at  the  Poat^  on  the  Arkansas,  laat  n^ht,  and 
silenced  the  batteries,  killing  twenty  of  tho  enemy. 

The  gunboats  attacked  again  this  morning,  and  dismounted  every  gun, 
eleven  in  all. 

Colonel  Dunniugton,  late  of  the  United  States  Navy,  commandant  of 
the  fort,  requested  to  surrender  to  the  Navy.      I  received  his  sword. 

The  army  co-operated  on  the  land  side.  The  forts  were  completely 
silenced,  and  the  guns,  eleven  in  number,  were  all  dismounted  in  three 

The  action  was  at  close  quarters  on  the  part  of  the  three  iron-clads 
and  the  firing  splendid. 

The  list  of  killed  and  wounded  Is  small.  The  Louisville  lost  twelve, 
De  Kalb  seventeen,  Cincinnati  none,  Lexington  none,  and  Rattler  two. 

The  vessels,  although  much  out  up,  were  ready  for  action  in  half  aa 
hour  after  the  battle. 

The  light  draught  Sattler,  Lieutenant-Commander  Wilson  Smith,  and 
the  other  light  draughts,  joined  in  the  action  when  it  became  general,  as 
did  the  Black  Hawk,  Lieutenan  t- Commander  R.  B.  Breese,  with  her  rifle- 
guns.     Particulars  willbe  given  hereafter, 

Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Portbk,  Acting  Fcar-Admirai, 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

DISCIPLINE.— GUBKILLAS. 

DuEiNO  the  investigation  that  followed  the  surrender  of 
Holly  Springs,  it  was  discovered  that  political  agencies 
had  been  hrought  to  bear,  to  induce  certain  regiments  to 
throw  down  their  arms  and  refuse  to  fight,  and  even  to 
surrender  to  the  enemy.  General  Grant,  in  order  to  check 
an  evil  that  would  soon  prove  disastrous,  if  allowed  to  go 
unpunished,  issued  the  following  special  order  concerning 
one  of  the  regiments  so  disaffected. 

HBiD-QuiETERS  Thirteenth  Army  Cosps,  ) 
HOLLT  SptUHOS,  M133.,  iJectmier  31, 1862.  ) 
[Spidal  Orders,  M.  B8.] 

It  tiaving  been  alleged  that  the  lOSth  Regimeat  Blinoia  Infantry 
Toiimteera  has  BhowD  indicitioua  of  diplojalty,  anil  many  roembara  uf 
the  re^meBt  having  voluntarily  hunted  up  dtiaena  in  the  neighlxir- 
bood  of  their  camp  to  suireudec  and  obtain  parole  fr^m,  ia  hereby  placed 

The  regiment  will  he  diaarraed  bf  the  commander  of  the  brigade  to 
which  the  regiment  is  temporarily  attached,  and  the  anna  and  ammuni- 
tion of  the  regiment  turned  over  to  the  Ordnance  Officer,  Lieutenant 
Carter,  to  be  diapoaed  of  as  may  hereafter  bo  ordered. 

OfBcerB  and  men  will  be  confined  within  camp  limits  until  other 
wise  ocdered. 

Tha  conduct  of  Company  K,  of  said  regiment,  being  in  honorable 
contrast  to  the  balance  of  the  regiment,  is  exempt  from  the  effect  of  the 
above  order,  .and  will  be  placed  on  duty  with  the  brigade  to  which  said 
regiment  is  attached. 

By  command  of  Major-General  IT.  S.  GRiBT. 

John  A.  Rawlins,  A,  A,-G. 
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The  condition  of  this  regiment  was  made  the  matter  for 
a  special  court  of  inquiry,  wliich  was  convened  under  an 
order  from  General  Grant,  bearing  date  January  2d,  18G3. 
The  case  waa  carefully  investigated,  and  exonerated  the 
rc^ment  as  a  body.  The  result  of  tbe  investigation  waa 
publicly  3et  forth  by  General  Grant,  in  general  orders,  and 
read  at  the  head  of  each  regiment. 

Hkad-Qtiartbiks,  Depabtmbjjt  07  Tennessee,  I 
TouHd's  Point,  La.,  F^rmry  1,  1B63.  f 
[General  Ordsrs,  No.  12.] 

Thafiroceedings  of  the  ConTt  of  Inquiry,  oonTBued  at  Holly  Spcii^s, 
Mias.,  by  Spedal  Ocdors,  No.  2,  of  date  of  January  2d|  1863,  from  theao 
head-quarters,  and  of  which  Lieutenant- Colonel  Dewitt  C,  Loudon,  of 
the  1th  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  waa  preaident^  to  inquira  into  and  in.- 
veatigate  the  allegationa  and  choj^ea  of  disloyalty  against  the  109th 
Illinois  Infantry  Tolunteers,  exonerate  said  regiment,  at  a  regiment, 
from  aU  saapicvm  of  dialoyaliy,  eatisfadoriiy  vindiaUe  its  innocence,  and 
place  it  where  the  commandiag-gtnerai  hoped  to  find  it,  among  the  pure 
and  patriotic  sn  their  country's  defence  ;  that  whalener  cause  for  suspicion  or 
charges  of  didoj/aHy  /here  wiis  arose  from  the  conduct  and  declarations  of 
the  foUoteing  named  oncers,  who  are  hereby  dismissed  the  service  of  tlte 
JTnited  Stales,  with  fvrfeilure  of  pay  and  allowances,  la  take  ^ectfrom  this 
date,  fir  She  ofencee  of  lohich  they  are  severally  shown  to  be  guilty. 

LieatenaQt-Colonol  Elijah  WQlard,  foe  disobedience  of  orders,  and 
deserting  Ms  comniaad  in  the  {ace  of  an  enemy,  that  hs  might  be  taken 
prisoner. 

Captain  John  M.  Sichie,  for  disobedience  of  orders,  encoura^g  his 
men  to  desert,  and  discouraging  his  men  from  fighting  in  the  face  of  the 

Captain  Thomas  Boawell,  for  encouraging  his  men  to  desert,  that  they 
might  be  captured  and  paroled,  and  advising  them  to  apply  for  dis- 
charges for  slight  cauaes ;  also,  for  trying  to  impress  upon  the  minda  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  his  regiment  that  they  were  embraced  in  the  aur- 
render  of  Holly  Springa  by  Colonel  Murphy,  on  the  20th  day  of  Becem- 
ber,  1  eG2,  well  knowing  the  same  to  be  false. 

Captain  John  Melntoah,  for  declaring  in  the  bearing  of  his  men,  and 
in  the  proaence  of  the  enemy,  that  he  would  not  light  if  attacked,  near 
Holly  RpringH,  on  the  20th  December,  1303. 
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Captain  Peoninger,  of  Company  Q,  for  proposing  a  plan  by  which  Ihe 
regiment  could  be  aurrendeted  to  the  enemy,  and  attempting  to  induce 
others  of  the  regiment  to  aid  in  carrying  it  into  execution  during  the 
raid  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  Holly  Springs,  on  the  20th  day  of 
December,  1362. 

Second-Lieutenant  John.  Stokea,  for  atraggling  from  his  command,  and 
procuring  for  himself  and  a  number  of  hia  men  fraudulent  paroles  froca 
a  robcl  citizen. 

Second-Lieutenant  Daniel  Kimmel,  for  advisii^  the  colonel  of  his 
regiment,  if  attacked  by  the  enemy,  to  surrender,  and  on  feigned  sick- 
ness procuring  a  surgeon's  certificate,  to  go  to  the  hospital,  at  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.,  by  reason  of  which  he  was  captured  and  then  paroled  by 
the  enemy  during  the  raid  on  that  place. 

First-Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  James  Ij^vans,  for  inciting  dissatisfaction 
among  the  men  of  hia  regiment^  and  speaking  in  an  improper  manner  of 
the  war  and  President,  in  violation  of  the  Sth  Article  of  War. 

Commissary-Sergeant  Joshua  'WlgeDheinier  is  reduced  to  the  ranks 
for  declaring  that  he  would  never  Sre  a  gun  upon  the  enemy,  and  on 
bearing  a  camp  rumor  that  Major-General  Bumside  was  defeated  with 
a  loss  of  twenty  thousand  men,  wished  that  it  was  so. 

By  order  of  Major-Cieneral  U.  8.  Grant. 

Jobs  a.  Rawlins,  A.  A.-G. 


Cavalry  operations  were  continually  taking  place  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  TjDion  posts,  and  on  January  8th,  J  863,  a 
descent  was  made  on  a  camp  near  Ripley,  Tennessee,  kill- 
ing and  wounding  several  rebel  soldiers,  and  capturing 
forty-six,  besides  horses,  arms,  camp  equipage,  etc.  The 
remainder  of  the  force  was  dispersed.  The  commander  at 
Memphis  gave  notice  that,  for  all  guerilla  raids  upon 
Union  citizens  and  communications  with  the  city,  the  resi- 
dent secessionists  should  be  punished  in  the  foifeitnre  of 
their  property  and  expulsion  beyond  the  extreme  limits  of 
the  TJnioa  army  lines. 

General  Grant's  immediate  army,  except  the  special 
posts  held  at  Corinth  and  elsewhere,  was  also  withdrawn 
from  Northern  Mississi|ipi,  after  the  diversion  of  the  forces 
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acting  along  the  Mississippi  River,  and  the  head-quarterB  of 
the  Department  were  located  at  Memphis.  From  this  city 
Genera!  Grant  announced  the  victory  at  Arliansas  Post. 
After  the  withdrawal  of  the  army,  the  rebel  guerilla 
forces  began  to  make  raids  upon  all  towns  recently  held  by 
the  Union  troops,  and  any  person  or  persons  that  had  mani- 
fested to  Grant's  army  any  evidence  of  returning  loyalty, 
were  summarily  punished,  either  in  person  or  property. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  the  Army  of  Mississippi,  having 
destroyed  all  offensive  and  defensive  works  at  Arkansas 
Post,    returned   to    Memphis    and   reported    to    Geuerai 

General  Grant  was  also  determined  that  the  President's 
Proclamation  of  Emancipation  should  be  carried  out  in  his 
department,  and  issued  an  order,  relative  to  the  negro 
regiments,  of  which  document  the  following  is  an  ex- 
tract : — 

Mn,LlKBN'8  Bend,  La. 
[General  Orders,  So.  25.] 

I.  Corps,  Division,  and  Post  Commanders  will  aEford  all  facilities  for 
the  completion  of  the  negro  regiments  now  organizing  in  this  Depart- 
ment. Commissaries  will  issue  supplies,  and  Quartermaslers  will  furnish 
stores  on  Ihe  same  reiiuiaitiona  and  returns  as  are  required  from  other 

Jl  is  expected  that  aH  eommanders  otU  especially  exert  themselves  in  car- 
rying out  ihe  poliey  of  the  a  inuni'triitu)!!,  aot  only  in  organising  colored 
regimenli,  and  rendering  them  efiriefl;  but  also  in  remoiiing  prejudice 
agaimt  them.  •  »  •  «  * 

By  order  of  Major-General  TJ.  S.  Saurr. . 

Josh  A.  Rawlins,  A.  A.-G. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

CHANGE   OP  EASE. — WlIilAMS's   CANAL. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1863,  General  Grant  landed  a 
portion  of  his  army  at  Young's  Poiot,  Louisiana,  and  an- 
other portion  at  Milliken's  Bend.  He  t^hortly  followed 
these  forces,  and  established  his  head-qaarters  at  the  former 
place,  whence  ho  could  have  good  control  of  all  the  opera- 
tions necessary  to  the  reduction  of  the  rebel  stronghold. 
General  Grant  next  thoroughly  inspected  the  rebel  works, 
and  became  convinced  that  it  was  impossible  to  take  them 
from  the  water  front.  lie  then  held  a  consultation  with 
his  generals  as  to  the  best  plan  to  be  adopted  to  turn  the 
relael  position,  and  all  agreed  that  the  only  method  that 
promised  success  was  to  Sank  the  ■«orks  on  the  south 
side. 

The  most  important  olyect  of  consideration  was  the 
means  to  be  adopted  to  transport  his  forces  to  the  south 
side  of  the  fortified  city.  But  in  this  lay  the  great  dif- 
ficulty. The  river  was  completely  blockaded  above  by 
the  works  on  the  Walnut  Hills  and  other  elevations,  and 
no  advatioe  could  be  made  from  New  Orleans  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fortification  of  Port  Hudson.  General 
Grant,  therefore,  turned  his  attention  to  the  reopening  of 
the  canal  first  cut  by  Genera!  A\'illiams,  opposite  Vieks- 
biirg,  across  the  Peninsula  on  the  Louisiana  side  of  the 
river.  If  this  canal  had  been  made  successful,  trans- 
ports  and   gunboats   could  have  been  taken  through  it 
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to  the  south  side  of  the  city,  and  the  troops  and  Buppliea 
moved  to  a  new  base  of  operations. 

The  work,  however,  was  of  such  a  herculean  nature, 
and  was  heing  continually  interrupted  by  the  heavy  rains 
and  the  rapid  rise  of  the  river,  that  the  number  of  men  re- 
quired to  keep  the  w.iter  out  oF  the  camps  and  cuttings 
was  much  larger  than  those  engaged  on  the  canal,  and  more 
than  could  be  conveniently  detailed  for  the  purpose. 

It  now  became  necessary  that  the  utmost  secrecy  should 
be  used  concerning  every  thing  that  was  being  done  or 
about  to  be  done  in  General  Grant's  army,  and  the  follow- 
ing order  was  issued  to  prevent  any  one  from  being  ad- 
mitted within  the  lines  who  did  not  properly  belong  to 
the  army,  and  to  prohibit  those  who  were  inside  from  going 
beyond  the  limits : 


[Special  Field  Orders,  No.  2.] 

I.  The  nature  of  ths  aervico  tho  army  ia  now  called  upon  to  perform, 
niakiag  it  impracticable  to  transport  or  provide  foe  persons  unemployed 
by  government,  the  enticing  of  negroes  to  leave  tlieir  homes  to  come 
within  the  lines  of  the  army  is  positirely  foibidden.  They  should  he 
permitted  M  remain  at  theu'  homes,  in  pursuance  of  tlie  reoommendaUon. 
of  the  President,  "  in  all  cases  where  allowed  to  labor  faithfully  for  rea- 
sonable wages."  TITtose  at  present  within  Sie  lines  wiU  not  be  turned  oitt ; 
lut  in  fiitwe,  ia  the  field,  no  persons,  viMe  or  black,  who  are  rioi  iM^  aa- 
thoriaed  to  pass  Ike  Unes  of  seatfyiels,  wUl  be  permitted  to  enter  w  leave 

II.  Whenever  the  servioeg  of  negroes  are  required,  details  will  be 
made  by  army  corpse  oramanders  for  tlie  purpose  of  collecting  them,  and 
they  will  be  registered,  provided  for,  and  employed  in  accordance 
with  law  and  OKiating  orders. 

IIL  The  liabit  too  prevalent  of  arresting  citizens  beyond  the  lines 
of  the  army,  and  bringing  them  into  camp  without  charges,  is  pre- 
Jiidicial  to  the  service,  and  must  not  be  continued.  When  ratiiena  are 
arrested  hereafter  without  charges  being  preforrca  warranting  the  arrest, 
the  oitizen  will  hs  turned  outside  the  lines,  and  Van  oHlcor  or  soldier 
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causing  tlie  arrest  will  be  couSued,  and  otherwise  punislied  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  court-martiaL 

IV.  No  Sag  of  truoo  will  liereafter  be  allowed  to  pass  our  outpoata. 
Any  moBBSge  sent  under  it  will  be  received  by  ao  ofDccr  and  receipted 
for,  and  the  flag  directed  to  return  immediately.  All  answers  to  such 
messages  will  be  sent  under  our  own  flag  of  truce. 

v.  Attention  of  army  corps  commanders  is  particularly  called  to  the 
41at,  42ii,  4Cth|  and  60th  Articles  of  War,  which  will  be  rigidly  en 
forced. 

By  order  of  Major-General  U.  S.  GaiST. 

John  A.  Kawliss,  A.  A.-G. 

The  four  Articles  of  War  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
order  are  as  follows  : — 

Ajkt.  41. — All  Qon-oommissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  who  shall  be 
found  one  mile  from  the  camp,  without  leave  in  writing,  from  their  com- 
manding officer,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  inOictcd  upon 
tliem  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martiaL 

Art.  42. — No  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  out  of  his  quarters,  garrison, 
or  camp,  without  leave  from  his  superior  officer,  upon  penalty  of  heiug 
punished  according  to  the  nature  of  hia  offbnce,  by  the  sentence  of  a 
court-martiaL 

Art.  46. — Any  sentinel  who  shall  be  found  sleeping  upon  hia  poat,  or 
shall  leave  it  before  he  shall  be  regularly  relieved,  shall  suffer  death,  or 
Buoh  other  punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  by  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial, 

Aet.  50. — Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall,  williout  urgent  necessity, 
or  without  the  leave  of  hia  superior  officer,  quit  hia  guard,  platoon,  or 
division,  shall  he  punishod,  aecordii^  to  the  nature  of  hia  offence,  by  the 
sentence  of  a  court-martial. 

It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  something  of  more  than 
ordinary  importance  was  being  transacted,  to  require  the 
isaaance  of  such  stringent  orders  as  the  foregoing. 

The  banks  of  the  Mississippi  River  at  this  time  were 
lined  with  guerilla  parties,  who  would  occasionally  fire 
upon  the  supply  boats  and  transports  with  light  field- 
pieces,  and  when  attacked  would  retreat  into  the  jungles 
and  cane-brakes.     This  partisan  warfare  proved  to  be  a 
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great  annoyaace,  and  sometimes  destructive,  but  did  not 
seriously  interfere  with  General  Grant  in  tlie  prosecution 
of  his  work. 

During  the  early  part  of  February,  a  reconnoissance 
was  made  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lake  Providence,  aud  a 
skii-mish  took  place  at  a  point  about  five  miles  distant  from 
the  lake,  resulting  in  the  defeat  of  the  rebels.  Another 
skirmish  took  place  at  Old  River,  Louisiana,  on  the  10th 
of  February,  with  a  similar  result.  During  the  reconnois- 
sance, Captain  Prime,  Chief  of  Engineers  on  'General 
Grant's  sta^  ascertained  certain  facts  that  led  him  to  be- 
lieje  that  a  water  route  could  be  made  through  the  bayous 
which  run  from  near  Milliken's  BeTid,  nofth  of  Vicksburg, 
and  from  New  Carthage,  south  of  that  city,  into  the  Ten- 
sas river. 

Meanwhile,  the  work  on  the  Williams  Canal  continued 
to  be  prosecuted  with  great  vigor,  and  a  large  number  of 
men  were  employed  upon  it.  On  the  8th  of  March  the 
overflow  of  the  river  broke  in  the  dam  at  the  end  of  the 
canal,  and  flooded  the  whole  of  the  low  lands,  before  the 
cutting  could  be  completed.  As  the  season  was  too  far 
advanced  to  renew  experiments  on  this  enterprise,  it  bad 
to  be  abandoned. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

THE  QUEEN   OF  THE  WEST  AND  j:SDIANOLA.* 

AcTiNQ  Eear-Admiral  Porter's  gunl>oat  fleet  ably  co- 
operated with  General  Grant  in  bis  operations  before 
Vicksburg,  and,  early  in  February,  the  ram  Queen  of  the 
West,  under  command  of  Colonel  Ellet,  ran  by  the  batteries 
at  Vicksburg,  and  pushed  downtbe  Miflsissippi  and  np  the 
Red  Rivers  on  a  reeonnoisanec.  During  the  first  trip  Col- 
onel Ellet  captui-ed  three  of  the  enemy's  transports,  and 
then  returned  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Williamg  Canal.  On 
the  10th  of  February  Colonel  Ellet  started  on  a  seeond  ex- 
pedition in  the  same  direction,  and  on  the  12th  arrived  at 
thejunetionoftheKed  and  Atchafalaya  Rivers.  The  lat- 
ter stream  runs  from  the  Red  EJver  to  the  Gnli'  through  a 
curious  swampy  tract  of  country  in  Loui^^iana.  The  Queen, 
having  left  her  tenders  behind  m  a  secure  position,  started 
down  the  Atchafalaya,  and  after  passing  along  about   six 

«  This  chapter  is  written  to  point  out  one  oT  the  groat  diffioulliea  un- 
der wliicli  General  Grant  labored.  The  Red  Rirer  had  been  used  by 
the  rebels  aa  a  highway  for  the  transp^irtation  of  stores  and  supplies 
for  the  rebel  garrisons  at  Vitlisburg,  Grand  GiUf,  NatoheE,  and  Port 
Uiidaon,  and  until  that  source  of  supply  was  cut  off,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  reduce  Ihe  place  by  siege.  To  reach  the  mouth  of  the  Eed 
River  it  became  necessary  to  run  the  batteries,  and  the  eiperiment  was 
first  made  by  the  Queen  of  the  West,  and  nest  by  the  Indianola.  These 
trials  of  the  strength  of  the  rebel  batteries  may  also  be  looked  upon  as 
special  reconnoissancea  for  future  use,  as  wQ!  be  developed  m  the  course 
of  the  narrative. 
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miles,  succeeded  in  destroying  an  arroy  ■wagon  train,  and  a 
qnantity  of  stores,  ammunition,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  en, 
emy. 

■On  February  14th,  Colonel  EUet  captured  a  rebel  steam 
transport  on  the  Red  Eiyer,  at  a  point  about  fifteen  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Black  River.  At  the  time  of  her 
capture  this  rebel  vessel  had  on  board  two  lieutenants  and 
fourteen  privates  of  the  rebel  army,  and  was  laden  with 
four  thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  corn.  Ilie  pnsoners 
were  put  on  shore,  and  the  vessels  sent  under  guard  to  a 
secure  position. 

Colonel  EUet  then  went  about  thirty  miles  further  up 
the  Red  River,  with  the  intention  of  capturing  or  destroy- 
ing three  other  steamers  which  were  lying  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  rebel  battery.  The  rebels  opened  upon  the 
Queen  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the  pilot  having 
purposely  run  the  vessel  aground,  she  was  brought  within 
easy  range,  and  so  crippled  by  the  shots  from  the  rebels 
that  she  had  to  be  abandoned,  Colonel  Ellet  and  others  es- 
caping on  bales  of  cotton,  while  the  remainder  of  those  on 
board  were  captured  by  the  rebels.* 

On  the  night  of  the  l-'Sth,  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Indianola 
successfully  ran  by  the  batteries  of  Vicksburg,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supporting  the  Qaeen  of  the  West  in  her  move- 
ments ;  but,  after  the  former  had  passed  Natchez,  the 
captain  was  informed  of  the  capture  of  the  latter  vessel  bj 
those  who  had  escaped.  The  Indianola,  nnder  the  gui.lance 
of  Colonel  Ellet,  who  had  located  his  head-quartei-s  on  the 
captured  vessel  Era,  then  returned  towards  the  Red  River, 
with  the  intention  of  destroying  the  battery  and  retaking 
the  Queen  of  the  West. 
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On  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River,  it  was  ascer- 
tained tbat  the  rebels  had  several  armed  vessels  up  that 
stream,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  it  wm  deemed  advis- 
able not  to  proceed  farther,  but  to  return  at  once  to  Vicks- 
burg.  While  ascending  the  river,  Colonel  EUet's  vessel  was 
fired  upon  several  times. 

The  Indianola  was  then  detailed  to  blockade  the  mouth 
of  the  Red  River,  barges  of  coal  having  been  floated  by 
the  batteries,  to  keep  her  well  supplied  with  fuel. 

At  about  half-past  nine  p.  m.  on  February  24th,  four 
armed  rebel  vessels  approached  the  Indianola  under  the 
cover  of  darkness.  The  captured  Queen  of  the  West,  which 
the  rebels  had  armed  and  manned,  and  another  ram,  made 
the  first  attack  upon  the  Indianola,  and  in  a  short  time  the 
engagement  became  gener.il  at  close  quarters.  The  other 
two  rebel  vessels  were  merely  cotton  clad,  and  not  being 
heavily  armed,  could  do  but  little  damage  to  the  Union 
gunboat.  The  rebel  rams  plunged  with  their  prows  at  the 
Indianola,  with  great  violence,  but  it  was  not  until  the  sixth 
blow  was  administered  that  any  serious  damage  was  in- 
fiicted. 

The  engagement  lasted  one  hour  and  twenty-seven  min- 
utes, afler  which  the  Indianola  became  so  damaged  that 
the  captain  ran  her  ashore,  and  surrendered  her  to  the  reb- 
els, first  destroying  all  documents  of  value  that  had  been 
on  board.  But,  before  the  rebels  could  take  possession  of 
tReir  prize,  her  stem  had  sunk  under  water,  and  her  guns 
rendered  useless,  the  lighter  ones  having  been  thrown  over- 
board. 

The  Indianola  ivas  finally  destroyed  by  the  rebels  about 
the  be^nning  of  March,  1863.  The  following  extract  from 
the  Vicksburg  Whig,  of  March  5th,  1863,  explains  the  reason 
of  her  destruction: 
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Destrtjohoit  of  the  Imbianola. 

"  We  stated  a  day  or  two  since  that  we  would  not  enligliteii  our  read- 
ers in  regard  to  a  matter  which  was  puzzling  them  very  niuoli.  We 
alluded  to  the  logs  of  the  gunboat  Indianola,  recently  captured  from  the 
enemy.  We  were  loath  to  acknowledge  Bte  had  been  destroyed,  but 
aach  ia  the  case.  The  Yankee  bai^  sent  down  tho  river  last  week  was 
reported  to  be  an  iron-clad  gunboat.  The  authorities,  thinking  that  this 
monster  would  retake  the  Indianola,  unmediately  issued  an  order  to  blow 
her  up.  The  order  was  sent  down  by  a  courier  to  the  ofEcor  in  charge 
of  the  vessel.  A  few  hours  afterwards  another  order  was  sent  down 
countermanding  the  Srst,  it  being  aseertainfld  that  the  monstrous  craft 
was  only  a  coal  boat-  but  before  it  reached  the  Indianola  she  had  been 
blown  to  atoms — not  even  a  gun  was  saved.  Who  is  to  blame  for  this 
folly — this  precipitancy?" 

About  this  time  the  commander  at  Memphis  thought  it 
necessary  to  suppress  the  circulation  of  an  opposition  news- 
paper, within  the  limits  of  the  army  lines ;  but  General 
Grant,  respecting  the  principle  laid  down  with  regard  to 
the  liberty  of  the  press,  at  once  rescinded  the  order,  as  soon 
as  he  had  been  made  awaie  of  the  fact. 
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THE  LAKE  PKOVIDESCE  CANAL. 

The  sncfiess  of  a  bayou  canal  in  Missouri,  near  the  vi- 
cinity of  Island  No.  10,  induced  the  enginceFS  on  General 
Grant's  staff  to  examine  into  the  probable  chances  of  suc- 
cess for  a  similar  canal,  from  the  bayous  above  Vicksbarg 
to  the  bayous  below  the  city.  Captain  F.  E.  Prime  and 
Colonel  G.  G.  Pride  made  a  rcconnoissiinee  along  a  portion 
of  the  route,  and  reported  the  practicability  of  the  plan. 
General  Grant  therefore  determined  to  try  the  project,  if 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  engage  the  enemy's  attention 
■while  be  matured  his  own  plans.  Haying  more  troops  at 
Young's  Point  than  could,  at  that  moment,  be  there  em- 
ployed to  advantage,  and  knowing  that  Late  I^ovidence 
was  connected  by  Bayou  Baxter  with  Bayou  Macon,  a  nav- 
igable stream,  he  sot  the  men  to  work  upon  the  canal  be- 
tween the  Mississippi  and  the  lake,  so  as  to  keep  them 
from  demoralizing  idleness,  and  to  divert  the  attention  of 
the  enemy. 

To  a  person  studying  the  map  it  would  seem  a  very  fea- 
sible project  to  connect  the  Mississippi  River  with  the  lake, 
especially  when  the  level  of  the  former  lay  somewhat  higher 
than  that  of  the  latter.  The  late  is  situated  in  Carroll 
County,  La.,  about  one  mile  west  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
which  without  doubt  originally  flowed  through  its  bed,  but 
had  changed  its  course  during  one  of  the  many  freaks  of 
Nature  by  which  the  channel  of  that  great  stream  had  been 
turned  aside  from  its  primary  path.  The  length  of  the 
lake  is  about  six  miles,  and  it  is  fed  by  the  Bayou  Macon 
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and  the  Bayou  Tensas.  One  point  of  the  lake,  which  is 
half-moon  shaped,  approaches  nearer  to  the  Mississippi 
River  than  the  other,  and  at  this  point  the  canal  was  cut. 
It  was  supposed  by  the  engineers  that  a  highway  could  be 
made  from  the  Mississippi,  seventy-five  miles  above  Victs- 
burg,  through  Lak.e  Flavidence,  thence  by  thojiayaua-ittto 
the  TensasRiver,  which  falls  into  the  Ijjg.clt  Hivgr  at  Trin- 
ity, La.  The  Black  River  pursues  its  course  and  falls  into 
the^RgjLBJifir,  by  three  channels,  at  a  point  about  thirty 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  latter,  which  opens  into  the 
Mississippi  River  at  the  northern  limit  of  Point  Coupee 
Parish,  and  at  aboat_fifty  mUes  above  the  fortified  position 
of  Port  Hudson.  If  this  route  had  been  made  practicable, 
it  would  have  opened  a  water  communication  between  the 
positions  above  and  below  Vicksbm-g,  and  enabled  Gen- 
eral Grant  to  co-operate  with  General  Banks,  who  was 
preparing  to  invest  Port  Hudson.  Under  cover  of  this  en- 
gineering movement,  General  Grant  began  moving  his 
forces  below  the  line  of  the  city  of  Vioksburg,  and  occu- 
pied certain  points  a  short  distance  inland  from  the  Louisi- 
ana shore  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

The  work  of  opening  the  Lake  Providence  route  pro- 
gressed rapidly,  and  one  steamer  and  a  number  of  barges 
were  taken  through  the  canal ;  but,  about  the  mid-die  of 
April,  the  Mississippi  River  began  to  Ml  with  unusual  ra- 
pidity, and  the  roads  becoming  passable  between  Milliken's 
Bend  and  New  Carthage,  the  proposed  water  route  was 
abandoned  as  unnecessary,  and,  with  the  low  stage  of  water, 
mpractieable. 

It  appears  from  General  Grant's  report  of  the  capitula- 
tion of  Vicksburg,  that  be  had  but  little  faith  in  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Lake  Providence  scheme ;  but  was  witling  to 
allow  the  experiment  to  be  tried,  as  it  employed  his  men 
and  covered  his  real  movements  from  the  enemy. 
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CHAPTER  xxnr. 

THB  TAZOO   PASS   EXPEDITION. 

DuEiNQ  February,  1863,  a  plan  was  proposed  to  open  a 
closed  up  route  of  water  travel  "between  the  Mississippi 
River  and  the  Coldwater  and  Tallahatchie  Rivers,  through 
the  Yazoo  Pass.  This  pass  had  for  many  years  heeii  un- 
navigable,  stagnant,  dreary,  and  wild,  and  had  been  almost 
forgotten.  The  primary  object  of  thia  expedition  was  to 
enable  a  few  ti'oops  with  some  light  draft  gunboats  to 
rea«h  the  upper  part  of  the  Tazoo  River,  for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  the  enemy's  transports ;  but  it  was  after- 
wards discovered  that,  when  the  snags  and  low  timber  had 
been  cut  away  from  that  part  of  the  water-coaree  which  had 
been  so  long  closed,  the  navigation  proved  to  be  much  bet- 
ter than  was  suspected.  It  was,  therefore,  deemed  not 
impossible  to  use  the  route  for  a  flank  movement  by  water 
upon  Haines's  Bluff,  which  commanded  the  Yazoo  River  a 
short  distance  above  the  mouth.  Had  this  plan  been  found 
practicable,  a  large  body  of  troops  would  have  been  sent 
around  by  this  route ;  but  for  want  of  proper  vessels  for 
transportation,  the  force  detailed  was  insufficient  to  clear  the 
way  throughout. 

On  the  24:th  of  February,  1863,  the  fleet  entered  the 
pass,  after  tearing  down  that  part  of  the  levee  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River  that  closed  up  the  entrance  ;  and,  by  the  28th, 
after  a  series  of  dangers,  slow  travelling,  etc.,  the  vessels 
arrived  in  the  Coldwater  Rivei-.  Some  idea  of  the  natui'e 
of  the  ivork  to  be  accomplished  in  opening  np  this  route 


d^vGoogle 


AND  HIS   CAMPAIGNS.  185 

may  be  gathered  from  the  following  extracts,  from  a  de- 
scription penned  by  one  of  the  parties  who  took  an  active 
part  in  the  expedition  : 

XTnited  States  GusEOiT  Marmoha,  I 
CoiJ)WATERBlVEE,Miss.,re6.  2B,18G3.  f 
The  Rubicon  ia  passed.  Three  and  a  half  days  of  moat  tedious,  vexa- 
tiOHS,  bothersome,  tronblesome,  and.  damaging  staamboating  has  brought 
this  espedition  twenty  miles  on  its  way,  and  disclosed  to  its  view  the  end 
of  the  now  famous  Taaoo  Pass.  A  more  execrable  place  was  never  known. 
Sbould  one  propose  to  run  a  Bteamboat  to  the  moon  he  wouhi  be  consid- 
ered equally  sane,  by  those  who  had  seen  the  Yazoo  Pass  before,  this  ei- 
pedition  forced  its  way  through  il,  as  the  person  who  proposed  this 

Iwouldlike  to  describe  the Tazoo  Pass.  I  would  like  to  compare  it  to 
something  tliat  would  be  intelligibie.  But  I  know  of  nothing  in  heaven  Or 
on  earth,  or  m  the  waters  under  the  oarth,  that  will  compare  with  it.  Had 
the  immortal  bard  desired  a  subject  from  which  to  draw  a  picture  of  the  way 
that  leada  to  the  reahna  of  darkness  and  despair,  he  bad  only  to  picture  the 
Yazoo  Pass.  Lot  me  try,  in  the  feeble  language  I  can  command,  to  de- 
scribe it.  Perhaps  the  reader  has  passed  through  the  Dismal  Swamp  of 
Vii^ia;  or,  if  not,hehBS  read  accounts  of  travellers  who  have  enjoyed 
that  privilege.  Then  he  has  heard  of  the  famous  jungles  of  India.  He 
has  seen  or  road  of  the  unbroken  silence  of  the  boundless  tall  forests  of  the 
JohnBrowu  tract  in  Western  New  York.  Conceive  the  uglieatfoatureaof 
these  three  varieties  of  territory,  and  he  will  be  able,  by  combinir^  them, 
to  form  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  region  through  which  the  Tazoo 
Pass  runs.  Those  who  have  watched  the  course  of  a  snake  as  he  triuls 
his  way  along  the  ground,  winding  this  way  and  that,  hither  and  yon. 
der,  going  in  all  directions  at  the  same  time,  and  yet  maintainbg  some- 
thing of  a  regular  course  in  the  average,  will,  by  exaggerating  the  picture 
in  their  own  minds,  understand  something  of  the  tortuous  course  of  the 
Yazoo  Pass.  I  have  passed  through  it  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  I 
assert  candidly  that  there  is  not  throughout  its  entire  length  a  piece 
two  hundred  feet  long  of  perfectly  straight  river.  The  orders  under 
which  this  eipedition  moved  required  that  boats  should  keep  three  hun- 
dred yards  apart;  but  there  was  no  place  to  be  found  in  the  whole 
stream  where  they  could  see  one-third  of  this  distance  ahead  or  behind 
them.  Once,  indeed,  we  did  catch  a  ghmpse  of  the  llattler,  flagship. 
She  was  just  abreast  of  us,  and  about  one  hundred  yards  away,  going 
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in  an  opposite  ilirection  to  us.  We  fancied  we  were  dose  on  to  her,  and, 
aa  it  was  near  nigiit,  ooncludea  to  tie  up,  30  as  to  let  lier  get  away  from 
ua.  Tlie  next  morning  we  got  under  way  at  liayliglit,  and  juat  as  tlio 
aun  waa  at  the  meridian  we  paaaed  the  spot  where  we  had  seen  our  file 
loader  eighteen  houra  before. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  of  tho  efforts  put  forth  by  the  rebels 
to  obslTuct  this  pass.  Their  labor  was  ail  thrown  away.  Nature  had 
placed  greater  obstructions  in  the  way  than  any  an  enemy  could  plaeo 
there,  no  matter  how  powerful  he  might  have  been  or  how  long  he  hnd 
been  employed.  Cypress  and  syoamoxe  trees  lined  the  banks  in  great 
profusion,  intermised  with  ^aatic  cotton-woods  bearing  tho  wildest 
entanglgment  of  wild  grape-vines.  The  stream  itself  is  never  to  exceed 
a  hucdred  feet  in  breadth,  and  frequently  not  more  llian  fifty  or  seven- 
ty-five. Over  this  the  timber  forms  a  most  perfect  arch,  frequently,  as 
good  fortune  would  have  it,  so  high  as  to  admit  the  easy  passage  of  the 
tall  smokestacks  beneath  it,  but  sometimes  grazing  their  tops,  aud  again 
angrQy  toppling  over  these  intruders.  But  Providence  evidently  did 
not  intend  this  pass  for  a  military  highway.  Providence  opposed  the 
movement,  not  so  much  by  this  high  arch  enclosing  the  river  and  shut- 
ting  it  out  from  view,  as  by  Ihe  long,  jagged  limbs  it  thrust  out  from 
the  treea  directly  across  the  channel,  and  tlie  numerous  crooked  and 
leaning  trees  that  formed  a  most  effective  blockade. 

It  may  be  poasiblo,  from  what  I  have  written,  to  get  an  idea  of  the 
Tazoo  Pass.  A  short  account  of  the  trip  through  it  will  be  more  profit- 
able for  this  purpose.  The  total  length  of  the  pass  from  the  Mississippi 
to  the  Ooldwater  River  is  twenty  miles.  From  the  Mississippi  to  the 
east  side  of  Moon  Lake,  where  the  pass  proper  commences,  ia  called 
eight  mQes,  leaving  the  distance  from  Moon  Lake  to  the  Coldwater 
twelve  miles.  We  left  the  lake  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  aath  inst, 
and  reached  the  Coldwater  this  afternoon  just  after  dinner,  making  the 
trip  id  exactly  three  days  and  a  halfl  To  be  sure,  we  did  not  travel 
nights,  but  we  made,  usually,  about  twelve  hours  time  each  day.  This 
gives  tho  rapid  progress  of  one  mile  in  three  and  a  half  hours.  Doea 
the  progress  made  eipresa  any  Hiing  of  the  character  of  the  route?  If 
it  does  not,  I  hardly  know  what  wilL  In  the  upper  end  of  Ihe  pasa  the 
stream  is  confined,  and  runa  along  with  great  rapidity  through  its  nar- 
TOW  channel,  the  rate  being  not  less  than  five  or  sii  miles  per  hour. 
Lower  down  there  are  strips  of  bottom-land  along  the  sides  wliich  are 
now  overflown,  giving  greater  width,  and  consequently  less  rapidity  to 
the  current.    But  in  no  place  were  we  able  even  to  drift  with  the  cur- 
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rent.  That  would  inevitably  have  dashed  us  into  the  timbor  and  have  torn 
our  boat  to  atoms.  From  the  time  we  entered  the  pass  until  we  emerged 
from  it,  we  eould  only  keep  our  wheels  backing,  and  even  tliis  was  not 
enough.  A  small  boat  was  requisite  on  either  side,  by  which  lines  were 
passed  out  and  made  fast  to  the  trees,  to  check  our  headway  or  ease 
us  around  the  sharp  bends.  The  expedition  has  Ijeen  facetiously  called 
"the  stern-wheel  expedition,"  from  tiie  circumstance  of  there  being 
none  but  stem-wheel  boats  (which  are  narrower  than  side-wheel 
steamera)  engaged  in  it;  but  it  might  with  equal  propriety  be  called  "the 
back-water  eipedilion,"  or  "  the  hold-baok  espedition,"  because  of  our 
advancing  only  by  holding  back. 

But  witli  all  our  care  and  labor,  it  has  been  impossible  to  save  our 
boats  from  much  damage.  Frequently  it  was  impossible  to  check  the 
headway  of  a  vessel  in  time  to  save  its  smokestacks,  and  away  would 
go  these  tall  iron  cylinders,  crashing  through  the  hurricane  deck,  and 
making  a  complete  wreck  of  the  cabin  and  light  upper  works.  Again  a 
huge  limb  would  come  crashing  and  smashing  along  the  side,  tearing  away 
stanchiona  and  braces,  and  sometimes  even  the  light  bulkheads  around 
the  upper  works.  The  flagship  was  thus  visited,  and  Acting  Commander 
Smith's  cabin  turned  into  a  complete  wreck.  In  fact,  all  the  vessels  looked 
ss  if  they  had  been  in  a  hard  fought  battle  and  tiad  been  badly  worsted, 
only  that  none  of  them  were  damaged  in  machinery  or  hull.  It  has  been  a 
most  exciting  trip;  but  I  believe  or  hear  all  haTe  survived  it  save  one 
poor  old  nig^r — a  contraband— belonging  to  this  vessel  He  was  ly- 
ing in  his  hammock,  in  the  sick  bay,  being  on  the  sick  list,  when  a  huge 
limb,  broken  off  by  the  persistence  of  our  smokestacks,  came  down 
endwise  upon  tho  dock,  and,  passing  through,  administered  the  death 
blow  to  poor  Cuffee. 

CoLowATES  RiVEB,  JUiircS  3,  1863. 
We  are  pn^ressing  towards  our  destination,  though  slowly.  To-day 
we  have  made  about  six  miles  down  stream,  and  are  now  catching  our 
breath  after  this  rapid  locomotion,  preparatory  to  an  early  start  to- 
morrow morning.  The  Coldwater  River  is  but  a  slight  improvement  on 
the  Taaoo  Pass.  It  is  a  trifle  wider,  it  is  true^so  wide,  in  fact,  that 
the  branches  seldom  meet  above  it — but  in  other  respects  we  have 
gained  nothing,  so  fiir  as  ease  of  navigation  is  concerned.  Rather  we 
have  lost  as  much  as  we  have  gained,  since  Hie  increased  width  of  the 
stream  is  quite  counterbalanced  by  the  slu^ishness  of  the  current. 
The  course  of  the  slream  is  nearly  as  tortuous  as  tliat  of  the  pass,  so 
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that  we  eaanot  yet  venture  to  steam  ahead,  and  as  floating  and  backing 
up  continues  to  be  the  order,  the  progress  made  ia  provokingly  slow. 

Since  my  last  date  we  have  lain  c[uiet  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass,  waiting 
for  all  the  boats  to  come  up.  This  detained  na  until  this  morning,  when 
we  once  more  started  forward.* 

The  rebels  had,  however,  gained  information  of  the  Union 
movement  through  Yazoo  Pass  ;  tut  at  first  scouted  the 
idea  of  its  success,  prophesying  the  destruction  of  every 
vessel  connected  with  the  expedition.  "When,  however, 
they  ascertained  that  the  fleet  bad  safely  arrived  in  the 
Coldwater  River,  they,  knowing  that  the  other  part  of  the 
stream  was  navigable,  at  once  began  diligently  closing  up 
the  lower  end  of  the  Tallahatchie  River,  into  which  the 
Coldwater  empties  itselfl  This  was  accomplished  by  erect- 
ing a  fort  across  the  neck  of  land  caused  by  a  change  of 
course  of  the  stream  after  the  Yalabusha  bad  fonned  a 
junction  with  the  Tallahatchie.  These  united  waters  were 
named  the  Yazoo  River,  which,  after  flowing  through 
several  hundred  miles  of  countiy,  empties  itself  into  the 
Mississippi  River  a  little  above  Vicksburg. 

The  advance  of  the  expedition  under  General  Rosa  pro- 
ceeded without  serious  interruption  through  the  Coldwater 
and  Tallahatchie  Rivers  until  it  reached  this  newly  erected 
fort,  which  was  designated  Fort  Pemberton — it  having 
been  constructed  by  some  of  the  forces  that  had  been  sent 
from  Vicksburg  for  that  purpose.  At  the  point  where  the 
fort  was  erected,  the  distance  from  the  Tallahatchie  shores 
above  the  defences,  to  the  Yazoo  shores  below  that  work, 
was  but  a  few  hundred  yards  by  land,  but  was  several 
miles  by  water.  The  fort,  having  been  built  across  the 
neck,  commanded  both  streams  for  a  long  distance.  The 
rebels  had  well  chosen  their  defensive  position,  as  the 
land  about  the  fort  was  low,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
•  Correspondence  of  tJie  New  York  Hcraid,  March  14th,  1 863. 
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expedition  was  entirely  overflowed.  General  Ross,  there- 
fore, in  attacking  this  work,  couid  not  make  use  of  hia  land 
forces  to  reduce  it,  and  had  to  depend  on  the  armed  vessels 
nnder  his  command.  After  an  cngi^ement  of  several  hours, 
these  vessels  had  to  withdraw  without  silencing  the  bat- 
tery- 
Finding  that  this  obstruction  prevented  the  water  route 
from  being  used  by  the  army,  General  Grant,  on  March 
33d,  sent  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  forces. 

One  advantage,  however,  arose  from  the  movement.  It 
caused  a  diversion  of  a  portion  of  the  rebel  force  at  Vicks- 
burg,  and  engaged  the  attention  of  the  rebel  authorities 
while  General  Grant  was  perfecting  his  own  plans. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

THE  Steele's  bayou  expedition. 

Admieal  Pokter,  having  made  a  naval  reeonnoissance  up 
Steele's  Bayou,  and  tiirough  Black  Bayou  to  Duck  Creek, 
returned  to  General  Grant,  and  on  March  14th,  1862,  in- 
formed him  that  those  water-courses  were  navigable  for 
small  gunboats  and  light  draft  transports.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  by  following  this  route  Deer  Creek  could  be 
navigated  to  Rolling  Fork,  and  thence  by  the  Sunflower 
River  into  the  Tazoo.  Of  the  navigation  of  these  two  latter 
streams  there  was  no  doubt. 

As  the  forces  by  way  of  the  Coldwater  and  Tallahatchie 
Rivers  had  been  prevented  from  proceeding  further  in  conse- 
quence of  the  construction  of  Fort  Pemberton,  it  was  deem- 
ed necessary  to  ascertain  whether  this  new  route  could  be 
made  practicable.  General  Grant,  therefore,  accompanied 
Admiral  Porter  on  the  morning  of  March  15th  on  another 
reconnoissanee.  The  vessel  in  which  the  two  commanding 
officers  had  temporarily  taken  up  their  head-quarters,  pro- 
ceeded along  Steele's  Bayou — several  iron-dads  taking  the 
lead  to  pi'event  a  surprise — until  it  reached  the  Black 
Bayou.  General  Grant  then  returned  to  Young's  Point, 
for  the  purpose  of  sending  up  a  pioneer  corps  to  clear 
away  the  overhanging  trees,  which  appeared  to  be  the 
only  important  obstruction  to  the  successful  navigation 
of  the  route,  at  least  so  far  as  it  had  been  explored. 

Soon  after  General  Grant  had  reached  Young's  Point,  a 
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message  was  received  from  Admiral  Porter,  'who  had  pro- 
ceeded on  the  reconuoissance,  requesting  the  co-operation 
of  a  good  military  force.  General  Grant  promptly  sent  to 
him  a  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  with  General 
Sliorman  at  its  head.  The  number  of  steam  transports 
suitable  for  such  an  expedition  being  limited,  the  major 
part  of  the  military  force  was  sent  up  the  Mississippi  River 
to  Eagle  Bend,  a  point  where  the  river  runs  within  a  milo 
of  Steele's  Bayou. 

The  only  cause  of  the  failure  of  this  expedition  was  the 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  country  to  be  passed  througb, 
and  this  ignorance  led  the  expedition  on  until  it  encoun- 
tered serious  difficulties,  which  could  not  be  removed  with- 
out great  delay.  This  gave  the  rebels  time  to  place  ob- 
structions in  the  way  of  further  progress,  and  the  movement 
had  to  be  abandoned  when  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of 
a  point,  which,  if  attained,  would  have  secured  complete 
success. 

The  following  is  an  interesting  accouat  of  the  expedition, 
from  an  eye  witness : 

U.  S.  Transport  Silver  Wath,  I 
Black  Baiou,  Miss.,  Hiach  21.  f 
On  the  IGth  iost.,  late  in  the  afternoon,  General  Grant  ordered  Gene- 
ral Stuart  to  prepare  the  infantry  of  )iis  division  to  move  at  dajlighl 
neit  morning.  Leaving  transportation,  iiotaea,  tenta,  and  every  t 
except  ammunition,  arms,  and  ratjona,  the  division  embarked  and 
ceeded  up  the  MisBisaippi  to  Eagle  Bend.  A  few  days  before  the 
barkadon.  Admiral  Porter  and  General  Grant  had  made  a  peraonal 
reconnoiasanoe  of  a  proposed  route  to  the  Taaoo  above  Haines's  'BlyfF, 
and  General  Sherman  was  ordered  by  General  Grant  to  take  cIm 
the  opening  of  the  route.  General  Sherman,  with  the  pioneer  corps  ol 
Stuart's  Divieion  anit  the  Eighth  Missouri,  left  at  once  with  the  steamer 
Diligent,  In  the  evening  General  Gram,  received  dispakrhes  from  Ad- 
miral Porter,  announcing  that  his  gunboats  were  meeting  with  gtea 
success,  and  asking  that  tie  land  force  be  sent  at  once.  Grant  inime 
diately  ordered  General  Stuart  to  proceed  with  hia  division.    The  dis 
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taace  by  land  from  tho  Misaiasippi,  along  the  Muddy  Bayou,  ia  about 
ouB  mile.  On  account  of  the  impossibility  of  taking  any  thing  but  smidl 
steamers,  of  which  we  had  but  flve,  through  Steele's  Bayou,  the  infantry 
was  ordered  to  croas  by  this  route  to  the  bayou.  On  reaching  Eagle 
Bend,  a  personal  eiamination  of  tho  ground,  made  by  Generals  Stuart 
and  Ewing,  disclosed  the  fact  that  two  long  bridges  were  necessary  to 
the  movement  of  troops.  The  levee  near  the  plantation  of  Senator 
Gwin  had  been  carried  away  by  a  crevasse,  and  the  water  was  rushing 
across  his  fields  in  a  rapid  torrent  of  considerable  depth.  The  building 
of  the  bridges  occupied  a  day  and  a  half.  Soon  as  it  was  completed, 
3  Bayou.  General  Stuart  at  once 
i  CO  Idb  t  p  d  upon  the 
t    m      fell       W  t    t       d    p  th        h  th       lid  of  forest 

B  IM  ppdth  flwyfmM  mphis  to 

Jk  th  uny  hfthToof  mfifymilis  trav 
d  by  tl  d     11  m    at«  1      B  7      D       Creek,  and 

thSflw         llfwhh  f-dbnnmll  1      bayous, 

anl  I  t       anl    mpy      t    tl"     T    oo— Ste  1  ml      from  the 

M  pp  U  fthblfhlf\.wBju;  Deer 

Ckbl  dth=iaw       boH  Blufl      I'h       course, 

as  13  that  of  all  streams  through  low  and  Icvtl  ground,  is  ^  erj  tortuous, 
very  like  the  streams  in  the  wild  marshes.  Transform  the  reeds  of  such 
marshes  into  the  luxuriant  growth  of  a  Southern  swamp,  and  a  better 
idea  could  not  be  had  of  tho  wet  wilderness  in  which  we  were.  The 
eastern  part  of  Issaguena  county,  on  Door  Creek,  has  higher  land,  and 
some  of  the  most  valuable  cotton  plantations  in  the  State.  The  soil  is 
eiceedingly  proli&e.  We  found  in  it  immense  numbers  of  slaves,  and 
great  quantities  of  cotton  and  grain.  The  Admiral  called  it  one  of  the 
granaries  of  the  Confederacy. 

It  was  supposed  to  be  so  inaccessible,  that  the  plantations  wore  in  tho 
usual  process  of  cultivation,  the  fields  planted  with  corn,  which  was 
op,  instead  of  cotton.  They  bielieved  themselves  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  devastations  of  war— had  their  gardens  well  stocked  with  vegeta- 
bles, which  wore  growing  most  temptingly,  and,  fancying  that  "  the  in- 
vader" could  not  penetrate,  with  gunboats  and  armies,  the  lagoons  and 
forests  which  surrounded  them,  devoted  their  fancied  security  to  the 
raising  of  crops  to  feed  their  brother  rebels  in  the  field.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  iron-dads  was  the  first  notice  they  had  had  of  our  approach. 
The  overseer  hastily  fled,  giving  notice  of  tho  presence  of  tho  Yankees 
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in  tho  garden.    A  contraband  told  ua,  his  master  called  the  Deer  Creek 
country  the  Confederate  snuff-boi,  that  the  Yankees  could  not  open. 

Going  up  the  Yazoo  river  seven  miles,  thence  up  Steele's  Baj-ou 
twelve  miles,  the  fleet  came  to  Muddy  Bayou,  which  runa  across  from 
the  MiBsissippi  into  Steele's.  At  this  point  the  troops  came  over  on 
floating  bridges  and  embarked.  Hence  they  were  transported  up 
Steele's  and  Black  Bayou  about  twenty  miles  to  Hill's  plantation,  and 
marched  thence  twenty-one  miles  oa  a  levee  north  along  Deer  Creek 
nearly  to  liolling  Fork.  It  was  proposed  at  that  point  to  embark  the 
troops  again  on  transports,  and  proceed  on  that  creek  a  distance  of 
seven  miles,  until  we  'reached  tlie  Sunflower.  Onoe  upon  the  Smu- 
flower,  a  atream  of  considerable  width,  we  could  reach  the  Yazoo,  be- 
tween Haines's  Bluff  and  Yazoo  City,  and  would  be  in  a  position  to  ope- 
rate against  the  enemy  at  various  poiuts  witli  great  effect.  So  much 
for  the  object  of  the  expedition  and  the  route  through  whieb  it  was  to 

General  Grant  and  Admiral  Porter,  with  tlie  Musquito  Rattler,  anda 
tug.  made  a  reconnoissance  far  enough  to  establish  the  fact  that  gun- 
Ijoate  could  pass  from  the  Yazoo  into  Steele's  Bayou.  Admiral  Porter 
.  immediately  started  with  his  gunboats  up  the  iSayou.  General  Grant 
ordered  General  Sherman,  with  a  division  of  his  anoy  corps,  to  form 
the  laud  force.  General  Sherman  started  at  onoe  with  a  re^ment,  and 
the  pioneer  corps,  to  clear  the  bayou  of  obatmetiona— -there  was  no  de- 
lay. The  reoonnoissance  was  made  on  the  15th,  General  Grant's  tug 
returning  the  morning  of  tho  IGth.  Before  night  the  advance  of  the 
land  force  andgnoboata  were  at  Muddy  Bayou.  Dispatches  wore  re- 
ceived by  General  Grant  that  evening  of  tlie  progress  of  the  espedition, 
and  General  Stuart  was  ordered  to  follow  with  the  rest  of  the  division 
in  tl'.e  morning.  Arriving  at  Eagle  Bend  on  the  11th,  a  reconnoissance 
in  small  boats,  made  by  General  Suart  and  hia  brigade  commanders,  and 
another  made  twenty  miles  above,  at  TuUahola,  by  Colonel  Giles  A 
Smitli,  demonstrated  tliat  the  troops  could  not  be  marched  across,  a 
crevasso  having  swollen  the  Muddy  Bayou  to  a  rapid  deep  stream.  The 
construction  of  two  long  floating  bridges  occupied  tho  18th  and  the  fore- 
noon of  the  J9th,  and  the  division  marched  at  once  to  Steele's  Bayou. 
Arriving  there,  we  found  only  one  transport,  the  Silver  Wave.  Embark- 
ing two  regiments,  Stuart  started  up  at  once.  During  tho  three  succeed- 
ing days,  the  boats  which  we  had  were  used  with  aU  the  dispatch  possible, 
in  transporting  the  troops  to  the  rendezvous.  At  the  mouth  of  Black  Bayou 
they  were  transported  from  the  steamers  to  a  ooal-barge, which  was  towed 
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by  a  tug  up  Black  Bayou.  In  the  mean  tine  tlia  guuboats  had  gone 
through  Black  Bayou  into  Deer  Creek.  Tlio  great  might  aod  streDgth 
of  the  iron-clada  enabled  them  to  rido  over  almost  any  ordinary  growtli 
of  willow  and  cypress  in  the  creek — the  watoc  was  deep,  and  they 
moTed  slowly  and  surely  along  up  Deer  Creek  some  fifteen  mUes,  with- 
out much  labor,  and  without  any  obstruction  from  the  enemy.  On  the 
20lh,  the  rebels  commenced  annoying  them  with  sharp-shootera,  and  by 
felling  trees  in  the  creeks.  The  boats  were  obliged  to  lay  by  at  night, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  the  Admiral  found  considerable  obstruc- 
tions in  the  river,  and  an  enemy,  some  GOO  strong,  with  a  fieid  battery  of 
rifles,  disputing  his  passage.  This  was  near  some  old  Indian  mounds,  and 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  day  they  were  kept  quite  busy,  niakii^  but 
a  half  mile  progress 

Lai^B  bodies  were  kept  a  good  distance  from  the  fleet,  but  sharp- 
shootera  would  come  up  I  ehmd  trees  and  fire,  taking  deliberate  mm 
at  our  men.  Thi,  Admiral  =ent  a  dispatch  back  to  General  Sherman, 
stating  the  condition  of  aBairt  and  a  force  was  at  once  sent  to  the 
relief  of  the  gunboat',  and  to  aisist  in  getting  them  through.  They 
made  a  forced  march,  skirmishing  a  part  of  the  way,  and  reaching  the 
gunboats  before  night  of  the  22d,  adistance  of  twenty-one  miles,  over  a 
terrible  road.  During  the  day  the  enemy  had  been  largely  re-enforced 
from  the  Yazoo,  and  now  unmasked  some  S,000  men — infantry,  cavalry, 
an^  artillery.  The  boats  were  surrounded  with  rebels,  who  had  cut  down 
trees  before  and  behind  them,  were  moving  up  artihery,  and  making 
every  exertion  to  cut  off  retreat  and  capture  our  boats.  A  patrol  was  at 
once  established  for  a  diatanse  of  seven  mQea  along  Deer  Creek,  behind 
the  boats,  with  a  ob^n  of  sentinels  outside  of  them,  to  prevent  the  fell- 
ing of  trees.  For  a  mile  and  a  half  to  Holling  Fork,  the  creek  was  full 
of  obstructions.  Heavy  batteries  were  on  its  bank,  supported  by  alalia 
force.  To  advance  was  impossible ;  to  retreat  seemed  almost  hopeless. 
The  gunboats  had  their  ports  all  closed,  and  preparations  made  to  re- 
sist boarders.  Tha  mortar-boata  were  ail  ready  for  fire  and  eiplosion. 
The  army  lines  were  so  close  to  each  other  that  rebel  officers  wander- 
ed into  our  lines  in  the  dark,  and  ware  captured.  It  was  the  second 
night  without  sleep  aboard  ship,  and  the  infantry  had  marehed  twenty, 
one  miles  without  rest.  But  the  faithful  force,  with  their  energetic 
leader,  kept  successful  watch  and  ward  Over  the  boats  and  their 
valuable  artillery.  At  1  o'clock  that  morning  (the  2!2d),  (Jeneral  Sher- 
man received  a  dispatch  from  the  Admiral,  by  the  hands  of  a  faithful 
contraband  (who  came  along  through  the   rebel  lines  in  the  night). 
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stating  his  perilous  coadition.  Leaving  a  dispatoh  for  General  Stuart, 
who  was  bringing  up  Ewing's  Brigade,  and  orders  for  Stuart  to  follow 
iim  with  the  remainder  of  the  division,  General  Sherman  at  onoo  march- 
ed with  tlie  Second  Brigade,  and  a  part  of  the  Pirat  Brigade.  Our  gunboats 
at  tiiat  time  were  in  a  bend  of  the  creek,  the  three  regiments  of  the  First 
Brigade  had  been  brought  in  and  placed  in  position  near  the  boats.  A 
rebel  baltery  of  fifteen  guns  was  In  front,  at  Rolling  Fork.  The  creeit 
was  barely  the  width  of  a  gunboat— the  boats  wero  so  dose  up  that  only 
one  bow  gun  apiece  of  four  could  te  used,  and  then  at  an  inoonvenient 
angle— in  fact,  in  only  one  position — and  the  broadsides  of  several  were 
useless  on  account  of  the  bank  Our  immense  superiority  of  metal  was 
thus  rendered  almost  useless  for  tho  purpose  of  engaging  an  enemy  that 
was  endeavoring  to  encircle  the  Admiral's  boats.  If  his  rear  was  gained, 
their  superior  numbers  could  board  the  first  or  the  last  boat,  and, 
having  captured  her,  use  her  guns  with  fearful  effect  on  the  others. 

About  mid-day  tlie  enemy  commenced  moving  upon  us,  with  the  pur- 
pose of  reaching  the  bank  of  the  creek  below  the  gunboats  and  below 
the  infantry.  General  Siierman  was  some  six  miles  distant.  The  rebels 
are  believed  to  have  advanced  vrith  about  4,000  men.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  our  troops  were  on  a  belt  of  land  which  forms  tlie  bank  of 
the  creek,  of  not  great  width,  back  of  which  tlic  bottom  laud  was  under 
water  and  impassable.  The  rebels  cama  down  with  the  intendon  of 
turning  his  right  and  reaching  the  creek  below.  The  gunboats  and  four 
mortars  opened  upon  them,  as  soon  as  they  discovered  themselves  in 
bodies.  This  firing  embarrassed  their  movements  and  considerably 
retarded  them.  They  debouched  tirough  the  wood  and  became  engaged 
with  the  skirmishers.  The  fight  was  beginning  to  be  in  earnest,  but  the 
rebels  were  gaining  ground.  The  object  was  not  a  battle,  but  to  pass  by 
our  forces.  The  Erst  firing  of  tiie  gunboats  was  heard  by  General 
Sherman  near  the  Shelhy  plantation.  He  urged  his  troops  forward,  and 
after  an  hour's  hard  marching,  the  advance,  deployed  as  aliirmishcra, 
came  upon  a  body  of  the  enemy  who  had  passed  by  the  force  which  ]iad 
been  engaged.  Immediately  engaging  them,  the  enemy  stood  a  while 
disconcerted  by  the  unespeoted  attack,  fought  a  short  time,  and  gave 
way.  Onr  forces  pressed  them,  driving  them  back  some  tn-o  miles.  Tho 
gunboats  opened  upon  them  thus  hemmed  in,  and  tiie  day  was  ours. 
The  rebels  retreated,  and  the  gunboats  wore  saved  for  tliat  day.  Our 
loss  ivas  but  one  killed  and  none  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  rebels  was 
heavy.  One  shell  from  a  mortar  killed  twenty-sii,  as  they  were  rallying 
as  skirmisheiB.     Another  13  statt'd  to  have  killed  and  wouuded  foity 


d^vGoogle 


196  QBNEKAl  GRANT 

peraons.  They  suffered  very  madi,  but,  as  we  did  not  attempt  to  occupy 
the  field,  it  cannot  be  aBcertained.  It  being  obvious  that  further  advance 
was  impracticable,  the  boats  at  once  commenced  moving  backward,  and 
tnade  several  miles  that  evening. 

The  next  effort  of  the  rebels  was  to  pass  around  our  lines  in  the  after- 
noon and  night,  and  throw  their  whole  force  still  further  below  us.  Gen- 
eral Stuart,  with  four  regiments,  marched  on  Hill's  plantation  the  same 
morning,  havir^  run  his  transports  in  tlie  night,  and  immediately  ad- 
vanced one  regunent  up  Deer  Creek,  and  another  still  further  to  the 
right.  The  rebels,  who  were  makmg  a  circuit  about  General  Sherman, 
thus  found  the  whole  line  occupied,  and  abandoned  the  attempt  to  cut 
off  the  gunboats  for  that  day.  Dunng  the  afternoon  the  troops  and 
gunboats  all  arrived  at  Hill's  plantation.  Rebel  scouts  followed  them 
within  two  miles  of  lie  division  head-quartors.  During  the  night  the 
picket  about  one-half  mile  out  was  ottacked  by  a  squadron  of  cavalry. 
It  immediately,  upon  the  retiimoftheir  fire,  fell  baclt.  In  the  afternoon 
of  the  next  day,  another  regiment  was  attacked  by  three  regiments  of 
mfantry  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry.  Acting  under  instructions  to  draw 
them  on,  and  to  develop  their  whole  force,  a  skirmiah  ensued,  but  they 
refused  to  follow.  The  enemy,  the  night  before,  landed  a  steamer  and 
twoflatboats,  loaded  witiitroops  and  artillery,  about  aii  miles  above.  We 
remained  two  days  at  Hill's  plantation,  waiting  for  tbe  retaeia  to  prepare; 
but  they  would  not  give  or  receive  battle.  We  embarked  on  the  trans- 
ports and  gunboats,  and  returned.  The  troops,  gunboats,  ammunition, 
and  supplies,  with  aconaidsrablaquantity  of  cotton  and  fifty  good  mules, 
are  all  safe,  and  approaching  Young's  Pointy  aa  I  write. 

There  were  destroyed  by  our  troops  and  by  the  rebels  at  least  2,000 
bales  of  cotton,  50,000  bushels  of  corn,  and  tlie  gins  and  houaca  of  the 
plantations  whoao  owners  had  obstructed  our  progress,  and  joined  ia  the 
warfare.  The  rcaources  of  the  country  we  found  ample  to  aubaist  the 
army  at  Yicksburg  for  some  length  of  time,  and  by  the  destruction  of 
them  we  crippled  the  enemy  ao  far. 

There  were  features  about  this  expedition  novel  and  oiciting. 

Black  Bayou,  a  narrow  stream  heretofore,  only  navigated  by  dug- 
outs, waa  made  of  the  width  of  our  steamers,  with  groat  labor  of  felling 
treoa  and  aawing  atumps  below  the  aurfaoe.  Every  foot  of  our  way 
was  out  and  torn  through  a  denae  forest,  never  before  traversed  by 
Btcamera.  I  never  witnessed  a  more  exciting  and  picturesque  scene 
than  the  transportation,  on  the  last  day,  of  the  Third  Brigade,  by  General 
Stuart.    Crowded  with  n  en,  the  steamer,  at  the  liighos-t  possible  speed, 
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puslied  through  orerhanging  trees  and  around  short  curves.  Some- 
times wedged  fast  between  trees,  then  sdling  along  smoothly,  a  hugo 
cypress  would  reach  out  an  arm  and  sweep  tba  whole  length  of  the 
boats,  tearing  guards  and  chimneys  from  the  decks.  The  last  trip 
through  the  Black  Bayou  was  in  a  night  pitchy  darlt  and  rainy. 

While  the  adventure  was  of  uncertain  success— when  the  reeult 
seemed  ahnost  accomplished,  and  when  our  gunboats  were  surrounded 
with  an  enemy  confident  of  victory,  and  their  eitricatioa  seemed  almost 
an  impossibility — oEBcers  and  men  worked  with  equal  alacrity,  whether 
in  building  bridges  or  making  forced  marches,  botli  by  day  and  in  the 
night.  The  whole  tune  was  used  in  labor— constant  and  severe.  It 
seems  almost  a  miracle  that  the-boats  were  saved.  If  Generals  Sher- 
man and  Stuart,  by  their  utmost  eiertions  and  labor,  haii  forwarded 
their  troops  a  single  half  day  later,  if  the  second  forced  march  under 
General  Shermsn  had  been  retarded  a  single  hour,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility the  whole  force  would  have  been  lost.* 

All  llicse  expeditions  proved  to  te  excellent  feints  to 
distract  the  enemy's  attention  ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  tliat 
if  they  had  succeeded,  one  of  them  would  have  been 
adopted,  and  might  not  have  produced  so  glorious  a  result 
as  the  final  campaign  and  plans  which  Crenera!  Grant  had 
himself  Md  out.  In  fact,  he  states  in  his  report,  thiit  the 
failure  of  these  expeditions  "  may  have  been  providential 
in  driving  him  ultimately  to  a  line  of  operations  which  has 
proven  eminently  saccessful." 

The  losses  inflicted  oa  the  enemy  in  the  destmction  of 
supplies,  and  the  withdrawal  of  certain  portions  of  his 
garrison  to  meet  the  expeditionary  movements  were  of 
inestimable  value  to  General  Grant  in  his  final  Vicksburg- 
campaign. 

*  Coireppondence  of  the  Chicago  Tribune,  April,  1863. 
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THE   HEALTH   OP  THE  AKMY. 

It  haa  often  been  stated  by  generals  in  tbe  field,  that 
they  bad  far  less  dread  of  the  enemy  in  their  front  than 
they  had  of  tbeir  friends  at  home.  A  slight  word  of 
alarm,  uttered  by  the  latter  in  a  careless  moment,  would 
soon  be  increased  until  it  became  a  perfect  panic.  While 
General  Grant  was  engaged  iu  the  before  described  expe- 
ditions, lettei-s  to  frieiida  were  for  a  time  prohibited,  to 
prevent  information  reaching  the  enemy  through  a  mml 
captured  by  guerillas ;  and  tliis  absence  of  regular  communi- 
cation between  those  in  the  army  and  their  friends  at  home, 
led  the  latter  to  believe  that  the  former  were  sick.  An 
interchange  of  such  news  between  the  friends  of  various 
absentees,  and  the  return  of  a  few  invalids,  settled  it  as  a 
matter  of  fact  that  the  whole  army  was  dying  of  disease. 

An  official  inquiry  was  at  onco  made  by  the  Surgeon- 
in-chief,  and  General  Grant,  under  date  of  March  6th,  1863, 
wrote  to  Surgeon- General  Hammond,  as  follows : 

No  army  ever  went  into  tha  field  bettec  prosided  with,  medioal 
stores  and  attendance  than  is  furnished  to  Uie  array  before  Vickabnrg, 
There  was  a  dcflcioaoy  in  yolnntear  surgeons,  but  that  is  now  supplied. 
Tho  liospital  boats  are  supplied  with  thoir  own  surgeons,  nurses,  and 
every  tiling  for  the  comfort  of  the  sick.  The  purveyor's  department 
not  only  bm  every  thing  furnisjied  the  sick,  but  more  than  it  ever 
dreamed  of  was  ftimished  to  the  army,  and  more  than  tho  great  majority 
of  men  could  have  at  liotne.  Then,  too,  there  is  not  thnt  amount  of 
sickness  that  persons  would  be  led  to  believe,  from  tho  ttatementa  in 
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the  public  prints.  I  quBRtion  whether  the  health  of  the  St.  Louis  force 
is  better  than  that  of  this  command.  On  my  arrival  here,  the  men  who 
had  to  put  up  with  straw  for  so  long  a  time,  and  then  with  camping  OQ 
lowgroundand  in  the  most  terrible  weather  ever  eiperienMd,  there  was 
for  a  time,  of  necessity,  a  great  number  of  sick. 

U.  S.  Grant,  Major- Gena-dL 

The  foregoing  letter  i^as  informal ;  but  shortly  after  Gen- 
eral Graut  sent,  in  answer  to  the  official  inquiry,  the  foSlow- 
ing  document  for  registry  in  the  departmental  offices  at 
WashiDgton : 

Head-Qoahtehs,  Depabtment  of  the  Tennessbb,  ) 
BEFORE  VlCKSBUEG,  March  12,  1863.  f 

Brigadler-Gflneral   W.   A.  Hammond,   Surgeoii'Gsnerai,   United   Stales 
Army. 

Sib  : — Surgeon  J.  R,  Smith's  letter  of  the  20th  of  February  is  juBt 
received,  inquiring  into  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  command,  and 
asiting  for  suggestions  for  its  improvemant.  I  kaom  a  great  deal 
has  been  said  to  impress  the  paUic  generally,  atid  efficiois  parUoalarlj/, 
viiik  Vie  idea,  thai  this  army  was  in  a  suffering  condition,  and  TnosUyfaom 
neglett.  This  is  wmsi  erroneous.  The  health  of  Uiis  command  wJU,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  compare  favorably  wilh  that  of  any  army  in  the  field,  &nd 
every  preparation  is  made  for  the  sick  that  could  be  desired. 

I  will  refer  Surgeon  Smith's  letter  to  my  medical  director  for  a, 
fuller  report  of  the  condition  of  the  medical  department  here. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U,  S.  Geaht,  Major- General. 

(Beneral  Grant,  desiions  of  having  a  good  supply  of  sani- 
tary stores,  and  to  provide  for  the  proper  transportation 
and  care  of  the  same,  issued  the  following  order  on  the 
date  specified. 

HEAD-QcTAETEBa,  DePABTMBSI  OF  TEB  TENNESSEE,  ) 

Yonso's  PoiHT,  La.,  Mareh  2T,  1863.  f 

{fecial  Orders,  M.  86.] 

I.  The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  provide  and  furnish  a  suita- 
ble gleamhoat,  to  be  called  the  "  United  States  Sanitary  Store  Boat,"  and 
put  the  same  in  ciiarge  of  the  U,  S,  Sanitary  Commission,  to  bo  used  by 
it  esclusively  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  calculated  to  prevent  diseasa 
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— and  supplomeat  the  govemiaeat  aupply  of  stores  for  (he  relief  of  the 
sick  and  wounded. 

II.  No  person  will  be  peraiitted  to  travel  on  said  boat,  except  aick 
officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  (and  they  only  on  permits  from  tlieir 
proper  commanding  officera),  disahargod  soldiers,  and  employes  of  Eald 
Sanitary  Comiiiission,  and  no  goods  whatever  for  trading  or  commercial 
purposes  will  be  carried  on  aiud  boat,  and  no  goods  will  lie  takoa  for  In- 
(lividualB,  or  with  any  conditions  which  will  prevent  their  Iwing  deliv- 
ered to  those  most  needing  them  in  the  Army  or  Navy. 

Ill  The  contents  of  all  packages  to  be  shipped  on  said  U.  S.  Sanita- 
ry Store  Boat,  will  bo  inspected  before  shipment  by  an  agent  of  said 
Sanitary  Commission,  at  tlie  point  of  sliipment,  unless  an  invoice  of  their 
contents  has  been  rcoeired,  the  correctness  of  which  is  assured  by  tho 
signature  of  some  person  of  known  loyalty  and  integrity.  A  statement, 
Ehowmg  what  goods  have  been  placed  on  board  at  each  trip,  will  be 
sent  to  the  Medical  Direcror  of  the  Department  at  these  head-quarters. 

IV.  A  weekly  statement  will  also  be  made  by  said  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion to  the  Department  Medical  Director,  showing  what  sanitary  supplies 
have  been  issued  by  said  commission,  and  to  whom  issued. 

T.  All  orders  authorizing  the  ftei  transportation  of  sanitary  stores 
from  Cairo  south,  on  boats  other  than  the  one  herein  provided  for,  are 
hereby  rescinded. 

By  order  of  Major-General  U,  S.  Graitt. 

Josh  A.  Eawlins,  a.  A.-Q. 
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THE   OVBBLIND  MOVEMBSTS. — KirNNING   THE  BATTEEIES. 

Ir  having  been  plainly  manifested  t«  General  Grant  that 
all  the  former  operations  would  not  reach  the  desired  end, 
he  at  once  determined  to  move  his  forces  below  Vlcks- 
burg  on  the  Louisiana  shore,  so  as  to  take  the  rebel  works 
in  tlie  rear.  On  the  29th  of  March,  1863,  the  movement 
commenced ;  the  Thirteenth  Corps  taking  the  lead,  followed 
by  the  Seventeenth  and  Fifteenth,  while  to  the  Sixteenth 
Corps  was  left  the  charge  of  the  communications  and  sup- 
plie,. 

Shortly  before  this.  Admiral  Farragnt  had  run  hy  the 
batteries  at  Port  Hudson  with  his  fiag-ship,  the  Hartford, 
and  her  tender,  the  Albatross;  .-md  on  March  17th  was  ly- 
ing off  Natchez,  Miss.  On  March  2l8t  the  Hartford  arrived 
off  Vicfesburg,  and  anchoring  below  the  batteries,  commum- 
oated  with  Admiral  Porter  and  General  Grant. 

0n  the  25th  of  March,  the  U.  S.  rams  Lancaster  and 
Switzerland  attempted  to  mn  by  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg, 
but  were  so  crippled  in  the  attempt  that  the  former  was 
sunk  and  the"  latter  temporaiily  disabled.  The  rams  had 
been  made  by  altering  river  steamboats,  and  were  far  too 
light  to  withstand  the  shock  of  a  heavy  fire  from  such  bat- 
teries as  those  at  Vicksburg. 

Two  days  after  this  event  AJmiral  Farragut,  with  the 
Hartford,  engaged  the  batteries  at  Warrenton,  aiid  euo 
cceded  in  passing  below  them  en  rouf^fov  the  Red  River. 
9*   " 
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On  the  1st  of  April  he  engaged  the  batteries  at  Grand 
Gulf,  and  passed  farther  down  the  river  with  the  Albatross 
and  Switzeriand  in  his  company,  arriving  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Red  River  on  the  evening  of  April  2d. 

In  the  mean  time  the  army  kept  on  the  move,  and  on  the 
30th  of  March,  Richmond,  a  village  of  Madison  county, 
La.,  and  on  a  direct  line  with  Vicksbui^,  a  few  miles  in- 
land from  the  Mississippi  River,  was  taken  possession  of 
by  a  poi'tion  of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  who  drove 
out  the  rebel  cavalry  after  two  hours  sharp  fighling.  The 
Corps  then  pushed  on  towards  New  Carthage.  The  roads, 
although  level,  were  in  a  very  had  condition,  and  the  march 
was  necessarily  slow  and  tedious.  It  was  important  that 
supplies  and  ammnnition  should  travel  with  this  eoi^ps, 
and  consequently  the  movements  were  considerably  delayt^d, 
^s  it  became  at  times  necessary  to  drag  the  wagons  by 
hand. 

Wl/qn  the  corps  was  within  two  miles  of  New  Cnrthage, 
it  was  found  that,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  floods  and 
the  breaking  of  the  levee  of  Bayou  Vidal,  that  place  was 
isolated,  and  located  on  an  islnnd.  Boats  were  collected 
from  the  neighboring  bayous,  and  harges  were  built ;  but  by 
this  method  the  progress  of  the  arjny  was  too  slow  for  the 
purpose  intended.  The  corps  was  therefore  marched  to 
Perkins's  plantation,  twelve  miles  below  New  Carthage, 
and  thirty-five  miles  from  the  point  of  starting.  Over  these 
thirty-five  miles  supplies  and  ordnance  stores  had  to  be 
transported ;  and  as  the  roads  were  soft  and  sI)ongy,  owing 
to  the  floods,  the  labor  of  this  movement  is  almost  incon- 
ceivable. Provisions  and  ammunition  had  to  be  haiiJcd  iu 
wagons,  and  until  a  sufficient  qiiantity  had  reached  the  camp 
near  the  Mississippi  River,  below  Vicksburg,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  have  commenced  a  campaign,  if  a  suc- 
cessful issue  was  to  be  desired. 
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While  lliese  army  movementa  were  in  progreas,  Admiral 
Porter  was  not  idle ;  but  was  engaged  in  making  prepara- 
tions for  the  Fanning  of  transports  and  gunboats  by  the 
batteries  at  Vicksburg,  so  as  to  be  able  to  co-operate  with 
General  Grant,  and  transport  his  troops  from  the  Louisiana 
shore  of  the  river  to  the  Mississippi  side.  Uotii  this  was 
accomplished,  the  troops  were  no  nearer  reducing  Vicka- 
burg  than  they  would  have  been  at  Young's  Point  or  Mil- 
liken'a  Bend, 

On  the  night  of  the  16th  of  April,  Admiral  Porter's  fleet 
and  three  transports  ran  by  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg,  and 
all  but  one  succeeded  in  passing  without  being  too  much 
injured  for  service.  These  injuries  were  soon  after  repaired, 
under  the  direction  of  Admiral  Porter. 
'  The  success  of  this  enterprise  induced  General  Grant  to 
send  six  more  transports  down  the  river,  the  fleet  below 
being  ready  to  receive  them  on  their  arrival.  Volunteers 
were  called  for  to  man  the  transports,  and  a  large  number  of 
men  and  officers  tendered  their  services  to  take  the  vessels 
through  on  this  dangerous  trip.  The  enthusiasm  of  the 
volunteers  for  this  expedition  has  scarcely  ever  been  ex- 
ceeded during  the  war.  Five  out  of  the  six  vessels  arrived, 
on  April  22d,  safely  below  the  batteries. 

The  transports  injured  in  running  this  blockade  were  re- 
paired by  order  of  Admiral  Porter,  who  was  supplied  with 
the  material  for  such  repairs  as  they  required.  The  array 
supplied  the  requisite  artisans  and  mechanics,  and  in  a  very 
short  time  five  of  the  transports  were  in  running  order,  and 
the  remainder  were  in  condition  to  be  used  as  barges  for 
the  removal  of  troops.  Twelve  barges  loaded  with  forage 
and  rations  were  sent  in  tow  of  the  six  transports  that 
passed  the  batteries  on  the  22d,  and  of  these  barges  one- 
half  got  through  in  a  condition  to  be  used. 
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CHAPTER  XXVn. 

qeiekson's  EXPBDrnoN. 


Before  leaving  the  north  side  of  Vickshnrg,  to  take 
command  of  his  army  in  person,  General  Grant  determined 
to  cut  all  the  enemy's  commimications  with  that  city,  so  as 
to  eecnre  his  forces  from  an  attack  in  the  rear,  should  it  be- 
come necessary  to  invest  the  place.  He  therefore  detailed 
the  First  Cav^ry  Brigade,  under  Colonel  B.  H.  Grierson,  to 
this  duty.  On  April  17th,  1863,  this  force  left  La  Grange, 
Tenn.,  at  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning',  and  after  trav- 
elling a  distance  of  thirty  miles  along  the  turnpike  road, 
encamped  within  four  miles  of  Eipley,  Miss. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  nest  morning  the  force  was  again 
on  the  march,  and  passing  throngh  Ripley  moved  south- 
wardly toward  New  Albany.  One  battalion  occupied  the 
place,  while  the  main  body  passed  to  the  east,  but  all  en- 
camped about  four  miles  south  of  New  Albany, 

Before  leaving  Ripley  a  part  of  the  force,  under  Colonel 
Hatch,  was  detached  to  march  on  the  left  flank  of  the  col- 
nmn,  and  taking  a  southeasterly  direction,  crossed  the  Tal- 
lahatchie about  five  miles  northeast  of  New  Albany. 

It  was  impossible  for  a  large  force  to  move  through  the 
enemy's  country  without  meeting  some  of  the  foe  ;  and  as 
a  natural  result,  skirmishing  took  place  all  along  the  route, 
and  several  prisoners  were  taken.  At  one  time  the  advance 
was  engaged  with  the  pickets  of  Chalmers's  rebel  brigade, 
but  the  latter  was  soon  overpowered,  and  the  m^  body  of 
the  rebels  retreated. 
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The  retela  attemptec!  to  fire  the  bridge  at  New  Albany ; 
but  so  rapid  was  Colonel  Grierson's  advance,  that  hia  forces 
were  across  the  river  before  they  could  a«compHsh  their 
pnrpose. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  mislead  the  enomy  as  to  the 
actual  destination  of  the  main  body;  therefore,  on  April 
19tlr,  Colonel  Grierson  ordered  a  portion  of  his  force  to 
march  hack  to  New  Albany,  thence  by  Kingsbridge,  where 
a  rebel  camp  was  said  to  be  in  existence.  A  second  force 
he  ordered  east,  and  a  third  north  west,  while  the  main  body 
marched  due  south.  It  had  been  raining  all  the  previous 
night ;  consequently  this  day's  march  was  performed  under 
great  difficulties.  The  centre  column  then  proceeded  to 
Pontotoc,  where  a  small  rebel  force  was  dispersed,  andtheir 
camp  equipage  and  a  quantity  of  salt  seized  and  destroyed. 
At  eight  o'clock  that  evening  the  command  encamped  six 
miles  south  of  Pontotoc  on  the  road  to  Houston. 

On  the  20tb,  a  portion  of  tlie  force  was  detached  and  sent 
back-to  La  Grange  with  the  prisoners  and  capturod  bag- 
gage. They  were  ordered  to  make  as  much  noise  in  re- 
turning as  possible,  so  as  to  give  the  rebels  the  idea  that 
the  expedition  was  over,  while  in  fact  the  main  body 
would  still  proceed  south.  This  feint  succeeded  adnii- 
r.;hly. 

The  next  day  another  force  was  detached,  ander  Colonel 
Hatch,  and  ordered  to  destroy  as  much  as  possible  of  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Raih-oad;  to  attack  Columbus  near  the 
State  line,  between  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  and  then  to 
march  back  to  La  Grange.  In  this  Colonel  Hatch  was  suc- 
cessful, and  the  movement  drew  off  General  Chalmers's 
rebel  forces  from  following  Colonel  Grierson,  thus  giving 
him  three  days  fresh  start. 

The  main  body  next  moved  to  Starkville,  where  they 
captured  and  destroyed  a  rebel  mail.    After  traveUing  four 
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miles  further,  the  command  divided ;  one-half  ewimming  the 
Dismal  Swamp  to  destroy  a  tannery,  which  at  the  time 
contained  a  very  large  stock  of  boots  and  shoes,  saddles, 
bridles,  and  several  thousand  dollars  wortb  of  leather;  the 
other  half  proceeding  on  its  course. 

The  command  being  again  united,  it  pushed  on  towards 
Louisville,  Miss.  This  part  of  the  march  was  of  the  most 
dangerous  character,  as  streams  and  blind  marshes  had 
to  be  crossed  without  any  guide.  Sometimes  the  horses 
would  sink  in  the  mud  and  be  left  to  perish,  and  it  is  won- 
derful that  some  of  the  men  did  not  share  the  same  fate. 
Notwithstanding  the  horrible  nature  of  this  ronte,  the 
men  preserved  their  fortitude,  and  pushed  on  vigorous- 
ly for  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  where  another  mail  was  de- 
stroyed. Private  property,  however,  was  in  all  c^es 
respected. 

On  April  23d,  the  force  pushed  on  to  the  Southern  Rail- 
road at  Kewton,  moving  by  way  of  Decatur,  and  arrived 
at  the  former  place  about  daylight  on  the  24th.  Here  two 
trains,  hound  to  Yicksburg,  ma  Jackson,  were  captured, 
and  the  whole  thirty-eight  cars,  with  the  loads  of  quarter- 
master, commissary,  and  ordnance  stores  destroyed.  The 
locomotives  were  also  rendered  useless.  Several  bridges 
and  a  quantity  of  trestlowork  were  destroyed  in  this  vicin- 
ity, after  which,  on  the  25th,  the  raiding  force  moved  to- 
wards Montrose,  thence  to  Raleigh,  Miss.,  where  they 
encamped  for  the  night. 

At  this  time  the  rebels  were  close  upon  Colonel  Grier- 
son's  heels,  on  ascertaining  which,  he  moved  over  the  Leaf 
Kiver,  destroying  the  bridge  behind  him,  and  then  marched 
to  Westville.  Here  two  battalions  were  detached,  and 
made  a  forced  march  to  Hazlehurst  station,  on  the  Jackson 
and  New  Orleans  Railroad,  where  they  destroyed  forty 
cars,  four  of  which  were  loaded  with  shell  and  ammunition. 
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arid  the  remabder  with  quartermaster  and  commissary 
stores. 

A  detachment  also  made  a  raid  upon  Enterprise,  on  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  railroad,  and  thus  diverting  the  enemy's 
attention  from  the  movements  of  the  main  body. 

When  near  Gallatin,  the  cavalry  captured  and  spiked  a 
thiity-t«-o  pound  Parrot  gun,  which  the  rebels  were  haul- 
ing towards  Vicksburg. 

A  detachment  was  next  ordered  to  Bahaia,  on  the  Jack- 
son and  New  Orleans  Rmlroad,  where  they  destroyed  sev- 
eral miles  of  track  and  telegraph  wire,  a  number  of  cars, 
water-tanks,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  government 
property. 

On  the  morning  of  April  28th,  the  advance  arrived  at 
iirookhaven,  where  it  surprised  a  body  of  rebels,  taking 
about  two  hundred  prisoners.  Here  a  camp  of  instruction, 
about  five  hundred  tents,  and  a  lai'ge  supply  of  smaU  arms 
were  destroyed. 

Colonel  Grierson,  after  making  feints  of  moving  towards 
Port  Gibson  and  Natchez,  marched,  on  April  30th,  along 
the  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  Railroad,  destroying  all  the 
bridges  between  Brookhaven  and  Bogue  Chito  station.  At 
the  latter  plaee,  a  number  of  loaded  cars  were  found  and 
destroyed.  He  next  moved  on  to  Summit,  where  he  de- 
stroyed another  train  of  cars. 

The  "Union  cavalry  force  then  passed  along  the  country 
road  towards  Clinton,  and  on  their  way  mot  a  body  of 
rebel  cavalry,  which  they  engaged  and  routed.  They  ag^ii 
pushed  on  steadily  towards  the  Mississippi  River. 

On  Friday,  May  1st,  at  about  noon,  the  inhabitants  of  Ba- 
ton Rouge  Were  startJed  by  the  arrival  of  a  courier,  who 
iinnounced  that  a  brigade  of  cavalry  from  Genera!  Grant's 
iirmy  had  cut  their  way  through  the  heart  of  the  rebel 
country  and  were  then  only  five  miles  outside  of  the  city. 
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The  iiifoi-mation  seemad  too  astounding  for  belief.  At  torn- 
o'clock,  however,  there  was  no  longer  doubt  of  the  fact, 
for  Colonel  Griersoa  and  his  hei'oes  were  escorted  into  the 
city  by  a  company  of  cavalry  belonging  to  that  post.  At 
the  piekct  linos  they  were  welcomed  by  the  commander 
and  his  staff,  and  the  cheere  of  the  garrison,  as  the  adventu- 
rers entered  Baton  Rouge,  conld  have  been  heard  for  miles. 

Theviilue  of  this  expedition  can  scarcely  be  appreciat«d 
by  merely  reading  the  preceding  account ;  but  wheu  it  is 
considered  that,  in  fifteen  days  this  cavalry  force  marched 
over  eight  hundred  miles,  travelling  through  the  veiy  heart 
of  the  enemy's  coantry,  killed  and  wounded  a  number  of  the 
enemy,  destroyed  over  four  million  dollars  worth  of  prop- 
erty, cnt  off  all  communication  with  the  rebel  stronghold 
at  Vicksbui-g,  captured  over  a  thousand  prisoners,  and 
twelve  htindred  horses,  besides  menacing  the  enemy  at 
points  where  they  deemed  themselves  secure,  it  will  be  at 
once  seen  that  the  expedition  was  one  of  the  moat  impor- 
tant, as  well  as  the  most  succiKsful  of  the  war,  and  is  ex- 
ceedingly creditable  to  all  concerned. 

About  the  same  time  cavalry  raids  were  being  made  into 
Alabama  and  Georgia,  under  Colonel  Streight,  and  to  the 
rear  of  General  Lee's  army  in- Virginia,  under  General  Stone- 
man,  the  various  movements  carrying  consteraation  and 
terror  into  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  dominions,  and  making 
it  shake  at  its  very  centre. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  work  accomplished  by 
Colonel  Grierson  during  his  expedition. 

Locomotives  destroyed,  2 ;  cars  destroyed,  nearly  200 ; 
bridges  burned,  etc.,  9  ;  telegraph  wires  cut,  2 ;  railro;id 
tracks  destroyed  and  broken,  3 ;  rebel  camps  destroyed,  3  ; 
important  rebel  mails  destroyed,  3  ;  prisoners  taken,  over 
1,000  ;  tannery  burned,  1 ;  horses  captured,  over  1,200  ; 
miles  travelled,  over  800  ;  vnlue  of  property  destroyed, 


d^vGoogle 


AND   HK   CAMPAiaxS.  209 

over  $4,000,000.  Besides  cutting  off  all  railroad  communi- 
cation witli  tliG  rebel  strongholds  on  the  Mississippi,  as  weii 
as  entirely  destroying  muskets,  tents,  stores,  leather,  boots, 
saddles,  etc.,  of  great  value  to  the  rebels  in  a  militaiy  point 
of  view. 

Although  the  loss  to  the  rebels  was  very  great,  the  gain 
to  General  Grant  was  of  correspoDding  value. 

The  following  is  General  Grant's  first  anaouneomeat  of 
the  success  of  the  expedition ; 

Grand  GnLF,  Misa.,  May  6, 
llajor-General  Halleck,  GenSTid-m-CMef: 

I  laara  that  Colonel  Gtieraon,  with,  his  cavalry,  lias  been  heard  of, 
first,  about  ten  dayango,  in  Northern  MissisBippi. 

He  moved  theoce  and  struck  the  raikoad  thirty  miles  ea'jt  of  Jack- 
son, at  a  point  oalied  Newton's  Station. 

He  tlien  moved  southward,  towards  Enterprise,  demanded  tlio  surren- 
der of  the  place,  and  gave  one  hour's  grace,  during  which  General  Lorm- 
niey  arrived. 

He  left  at  once  and  moved  towards  Hazelhurst,  on  the  New  Orleans 
and  Jackson  Railroad.  At  tliis  point  he  tore  up  the  traclt.  Tlienoe  he 
pushed  to  Bahala,  ten  miles  further  south,  on  the  same  road,  and  thenco 
eastward,  on  the  Natchez  road,  where  he  had  a  fight  witli  Wirt  Adams's 
cavalry. 

From  this  point  he  moved  back  to  the  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  Riiil- 
road,  to  Brookbaven,  ten  miles  south  of  Bahala,  and  when  last  heard 
-from  ha  was  three  miles  from  Summit,  tea  miles  south  of  Brookbaven, 
and  was  supposed  to  be  making  his  way  to  Baton  Eouge. 

He  had  spread  eioilemont  throughout  the  State,  destroying  railroads, 
treslieworks,  and  bribes,  burning  locomotives  and  railway  stock,  taking 
prisoners,  and  destroying  stores  of  all  kinds. 

U.  S.  Grant,  Major- Gawral. 
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CHAPTER  XXVni. 

:    UPON    GEAND 


The  day  after  Colonel  Griersou  had  started  on  his  expe- 
dition, a  party  of  Union  troops,  consisting  of  three  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  left  Memphis,  Tenn., 
on  a  reconnoissanne  into  Mississippi.  At  Nanconnah  they 
met  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  which,  after  a  brisk  fight,  was 
repulsed  with  sotne  loss.  On  the  19th  another  body  of 
mounted  rebels  were  met  and  driven  over  the  Co!dwat«r 
in  confusion.  The  Union  troops  having  teen  re-enforced  at 
Hernando,  Miss.,  again  crossed  the  Coldwater  and  engaged 
the  rebels  at  that  point. 

At  ai)out  the  same  time  General  Banks's  forces  were 
making  a  demonstration  in  the  neighborhood  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

Owing  to  the  limited  number  of  transports  below  Vicks- 
burg,  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  General  Grant  to  extend 
his  line  of  land  travel  to  a  little  place  in  Louisiana,  on  the 
Mississippi  River  shore,  locally  known  by  the  designatioa 
of  Hard  Tunes.  As  this  place  could  only  be  reached  by  a 
very  circuitous  land  route,  the  distance  between  the  base 
of  supplies  at  Miiliken'e  Bend  and  the  advance  of  the  army 
was  increased  to  seventy  miles,  with  roads  entirely  uneuited 
for  the  operations  of  an  army.  But  as  the  place  was 
nearer  to  the  point  at  which  General  Grant  had  int^ir.ded 
to  land  his  troops,  on  the  Mississippi  side  of  the  river,  he 
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was  determined  that  the  roads  should  not  prove  an  obstacle 
to  thwart  him  in  his  plans.  He  therefore  detailed  a  por- 
tion of  his  pioneer  force  to  prepare  the  line  of  travel,  and 
to  keep  it  in  order  after  it  was  constructed. 

The  Thirteenth  Ai-my  Corps  was  embarked  during  the 
night  of  the  28th  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of 
April,  1863,  and  the  Seventeenth  Corps  being  well  on  its 
way  to  take  their  place.  General  Grant  ordered  the  trans- 
porta  to  move  over  to  the  front  of  Grand  Gulf.  The 
plan  had  been  for  the  navy  to  attack  the  rebel  works,  and 
for  the  military  forces  to  land  under  cover  of  the  guns, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  place  by  storm.  At  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  Admiral  Porter's  fleet  opened  upon 
the  works,  which  he  engaged  for  five  hours  in  the  most 
brilliant  manner.  It,  however,  soon  became  evident  tha't 
the  enemy's  batteries  could  not  be  silenced  or  taken  from 
the  water  front,  as  the  whole  range  of  hills  wns  lined  with 
rifle-pita,  supported  by  field  artillery,  that  could  be  moved 
from  one  position  to  the  other  with  the  greatest  ease. 
General  Grant  therefore  detei-miued  to  change  his  plan  and 
effect  a  landing,  if  possible,  at  Rodney,  some  distance  be- 
low Grand  Gulf.  But  to  effect  this  it  became  necessai-y 
again  to  run  the  rebel  batteries.  A  consnltation  was 
therefore  held  between  General  Grant  and  Admiral  Porter, 
and  a  plan  soon  agreed  upon. 

At  dark  Admiral  Porter's  fleet  again  engaged  the  batte- 
ries, and  under  cover  of  this  contest  the  transports  ran  by 
the  rebel  works,  receiving  but  two  or  three  shots  in  the 
passage,  and  these  not  inflicting  any  material  injury. 

During  the  whole  of  the  naval  engagement  at  Grand 
Guli;  General  Grant  was  on  board  a  tug  in  the  middle  of 
the  stream,  a  witness  of  the  contest,  i  nd  ready  to  move 
his  forces  to  the  assault  as  soon  as  the  time  appeared  pro- 
pitior.s. 
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CHAPTER  XXrX. 


THi:    LAUDING    AT    BKUIS8UUEG, 


Aftek  the  withdrawal  of  the  fleet  from  before  Grand 
Gulf,  the  troops  were  again  landed  at  Hard  Times,  ao  that 
the  transports  might  run  easily  by  the  rebel  batteries  with- 
out endangering  more  lives  than  was  actually  necessary. 
These  disembarked  troops  were  then  marched  overland, 
across  the  upper  end  of  Coffee's  Point  and  D'Sehron's 
])lantation,  to  the  Louisiana  shore  of  the  Mississippi  River 
below  Grand  Gulf. 

A  reconnoitring  party  was  next  sent  out  to  discover  the 
best  point  at  which  the  troops  could  cross  the  river  to  the 
Mississippi  shore.  General  McClernand  says  in  his  report 
of  June  17th,  1863:  "The  reconnoissance  made  by  my 
cavalry,  in  pursuance  of  Major-General  Grant's  order,  in- 
dicated Bruinsburg  to  be  the  point.  Hence,  embarking  on 
the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  my  corps  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  that  place,  and  disembarked  before  noon." 

The  advance  was  now  on  the  Vicksbuvg  side  of  the 
river,  and  every  thing  was  to  be  subservient  to  activity  and 
rapid  motion.  The  orders  were  that  there  should  be  no 
delay  under  any  circumstances.  Promptitude  was  espe- 
cially necessary,  as  by  that  only  could  suceeas  be  guaran- 
teed. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  having  halted  just 
long  enough  to  distribute  three  days'  rations,  the  advance 
of  the  Thirteenth  Anny  Corps  took  up  its  line  of  march 
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for  the  bluffs,  three  miles  from  the  river.  In  this  more- 
ment  the  corps  commander  states  in  his  report  tliat  he 
acted  "  agreeably  with  Gleneral  Grant's  instructions."  The 
bluffis  were,  therefore,  reached  and  taken  possession  of  some 
time  before  sunset. 

The  army  had  started  in  very  light  marching  order,  with- 
out trains  or  baggage,  so  that  nothing  should  interfere  with 
thoir  rapid  movements.  Each  man  carried  his  allotted  quan- 
tity of  rations,  and  the  bivouac  and  not  the  camp  was  to  be 
the  order  of  the  night.* 

The  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  after  reaching  the  Elufis, 
pushed  on  toward  Port  Gibson,  for  the  purpose  of  surpris- 
ing any  enemy  that  might  be  found  in  that  neighborhood, 
and  if  possible  to  prevent  him  from,  destroying  the  bridges 
over  Bayou  Pierre,  on  the  roads  leading  to  Grand  Gulf 
and  to  Jackson.  To  accomplish  this  object,  the  corps  had 
to  make  forced  marches,  and  to  travel  as  far 
along  the  road  during  that  night. 

The  following  account  ia  given  by  one  who  ] 
in  tllis  movement  of  the  rear  column  of  the  Thirteenth  Ar- 

Events  liave  followod  eaeli  other  30  rapidly  within  tho  last  three  dnj's, 

*  The  foilowinj;  is  related  of  tlie  very  light  manner  in  which  General 
[Jriint  coniuicnoed  the  campaign; — 

A  gentlerutui  who  participated  in  the  Vicksburg  campaign  of  General 
Grant,  »ip  to  tlie  time  the  enemy  crossed  the  Big  Blacif  in  the  retreat  to- 
wards Vicksburg,  states  that  "  in  starting  oa  the  moyement  the  General 
disencumbered  himself  of  every  thing,  setting  aa  example  to  hia  officers 
and  men.  He  looli  neither  a  horse  nora  servant,  overcoat  nor  blanliet 
nor  tent  nor  camp  cliest.  nor  even  a  clean  shirt.  His  ottiy  baggage  con- 
dsled  of  a  tooih-braih.  He  always  showed  his  teeth  to  the  rebels.  He 
shared  all  tije  hardships  of  the  pritate  soldier,  sleeping  m  the  front  and  la 
the  open  air,  and  eating  hard  tack  and  salt  pork.  Ha  wore  no  sword, 
had  on  a  low-crowned  citizen's  hat,  and  the  only  thing  about  him  to  mark 
him  as  a  military  man  was  his  tn-o  stars  on  liiR  undress  military  coat," 
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that  it  seema  utterly  impossible  to  keep  pace  with  them  as  they  have 

When  I  nrote  to  you  (torn  Bruinsburg,  it  was  loi^  past  midnighl,  and 
at  tho  ooncluaioQ  of  my  letter  I  was  forced  to  throw  myself  upon  the 
ground,  under  the  friendly  shelter  of  a  thrifty  cottonwood,  to  gain  a 
liltlo  sleep  for  the  labors  of  the  coming  day.  Since  eleven  o'clock  of 
the  preceding  (Thursday)  night  we  had  heard  the  occasional  boom  of 
cannon,  followed  by  tho  sharp  rattle  of  musketry,  and  I  was  not  sur- 
prised, soon  after  I  went  into  bivouac,  to  learn  that  an  order  was  issued 
to  march  at  daylight.  At  five  reveille  was  beaten,  and  swallowing  a  cup 
of  coffee  and  securing  within  haversack  a  cracker  ortwo,  just  as  the  first 
rays  of  the  tropical  sun  came  glittering  along  the  surface  of  the  Missia- 
sippi,  we  left  our  bivouac^  and  taking  the  levee,  moved  in  the  direction 
of  Port  Gibson. 

The  steamers,  which  a  few  nights  before  had  run  the  rebel  hatteries  at 
Vickaburg  and  Grand  Gulf  were  then  used  to  carry  troops  from  Bromly'a 
plantation  to  Bruinsburg.  Among  others  the  Moderator  and  Horizon 
were  thus  used.  The  Moderator,  on  her  return  trip,  met  the  Horizon 
coming  down  the  river,  having  on  board  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
rations  and  a  full  battery  of  artillery.  Whether  it  was  owmg  to  the  fog 
or  the  carelessness  of  the  pilot  has  not  been  ascertained;  but  somehow 
tho  two  vessels  collided,  and  the  Horizon,  rations  and  battery,  sank  in 
deep  water  and  disappeared  from  mortal  vision.  Every  horse  on  board 
was  drowned.  Every  gun  Hea  fethoms  deep  in  water,  rations  are  ruined, 
and  I  regret  to  add  that  two  or  three  soldiers  found  a  watery  grave.  At 
this  juncture  the  loss  is  almost  irreparable. 

But  to  describe  our  march  from  Bruinsburg :— The  road  to  Port  Gib- 
son lies  along  the  inner  side  of  the  levee  for  a  couple  of  miles,  until  it 
branches  to  the  right  and  strikes  the  bluffs  or  series  of  hills  extending  to 
Grand  Gulf  and  Vickaburg.  The  route  over  these  bluffs  differs  so 
materially  from  that  over  the  dead  levela  of  the  preceding  days,  that  we 
were  contiunally  findii^  something  to  wonder  at  and  admire.  Tho 
abrupt  acclivities,  the  deep  ravines,  the  waving  com,  the  beautiful 
flowers  and  magnificent  magnolias,  just  now  infull  blossom,  diffusing 
most  delicious  perfumes,  and  the  long  line  of  soldiers  winding  along 
the  green  treea,  formed  a  truly  beautiful  picture.  The  harmony  of  this 
scene,  normally  so  suggestive  of  peace,  was  sadly  marred  by  the  constantly 
recurring  evidences  that  man  was  at  variance  with  his  fellow.  As  we 
approaclied  a  point  ais  miles  from  Bruinahurg,  we  could  hear  tlie  more 
rapid  firing  of  cannon  and  the  sharper  rattle  of  muaketry.    "When  we 
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arrived  within  four  miles  of  Port  Oibaon  we  met  a  small  force  of  strag- 
glera,  and  received  orders  to  move  forward  to  the  front. 

The  peculiar  features  of  the  region  a  little  east  of  Bruiasburg  are 
r^fidly  maintained  at  Thompson's  Hills,  except  that,  if  possible,  the  hUls 
are  steeper,  the  ravines  deeper,  and  Ijigress  much  more  difficult.  Aa 
we  approached  the  plantation,  whence  the  battle  takes  its  name,  we 
found  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  ravine  a  clear  rimning  stream  of  water — 
a  rarity  in  this  latitude.  Ordinarily  tlie  streams  are  muddy  and  turbid, 
but  here  was  one  as  clear  aa  crystal.  Beyond  this  stream  the  road  over 
the  hill  rises  abruptly  until  it  reaches  an  open  field,  upon  which  iJie 
plantation  mansion  stands.  Just  beyond  is  a  road  to  the  left  leading 
to  Grand  Gulf,  and  to  the  r^ht  a  road  leading  south.  We  followed  the 
latter,  and  reached  a  primitive  church  just  in  the  edge  of  a  grove  of 
magnolias,  with  an  open  lawn  in  front.  A  half  mile  beyond,  this  road 
again  forks,  the  left  leading  to  Port  Gibson  and  the  right  to  Rodney. 
Taking  Uiis  church  as  a  centre,  and  striking  a  semicircle  towards  the 
east  whose  periphery  shall  be  everywhere  two  miles  from  the  common 
centre,  and  your  Ime  wiE  strike  a  cliain  of  hills  and  valleys,  upon  which 
and  between  which  the  battle,  known  as  that  of  Thompson's  Hilla,  was 
foi^ht.    Just  beyond  these  hills  is  Port  Gibson.* 

*  Army  corresptmdonco  imder  date  of  May  3d. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 


THE  DATTLB  OF  TdOMPSON  S  JIILLS,  OK  PORT  GIBSON. — ETAf- 
UATIOH   OF  GRAND   GULF. 

The  advance  of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  iipproached 
the  church,  spoken  of  in  the  foregoing  correspondence,  at 
about  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  first  of  May,  1863. 
This  church  was  distant  from  Bruinsburg  about  thirteen 
miles,  and  from  Port  Gibson  about  four  miles.  As  ihe 
Fourteenth  Division  of  Grant's  army  drew  near  the  place, 
they  were  accosted  by  a  light  fire  of  rebel  musketry,  fol- 
lowed at  a  quick  interval  by  a  sharp  attack  with  field  artil- 
leiy.  The  Union  troops  were  at  once  formSd  into  line  of 
battle,  and  their  batteries  replied  to  the  fire  of  the  rebels. 
After  a  short  but  brisk  engagement,  the  guns  of  the  latter 
were  silenced. 

The  Union  troops  then  withdrew  out  of  range,  and  p:i- 
licntly  waited  »mtil  daylight.  At  d.aybreak  the  fight  was 
renewed  by  the  ordering  of  the  Ninth  Division  of  Grant's 
array  on  to  the  road  to  the  left.  The  First  Brigade,  while 
hastening  forward  to  execute  this  order,  encountered  the 
enemy  in  force  at  about  half-past  five  in  the  morning ;  and 
although  the  rebel  position  was  strong,  and  the  enemy 
apparently  determined  to  keep  it,  he  was  forced  to  yieh! 
np  possession  after  a  hard  struggle  of  over  an  liour's 
duration. 

The  Ninth  Division,  consisting  only-of  two  brigades, 
pressed  forwaid;    but  the  enemy  hnd  so  obstructed   lliu 
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road  by  this  route,  that  it  was  soon  discovered  a  front  aV 
tack  would  only  result  in  disaster.  A  flank  movement 
was  then  resolved  upon,  and  by  a  spirited  assault  upon  the 
right  carried  the  rebel  works,  captured  three  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  routed  the  enemy. 

The  following  interesting  account  of  the  light  is  given 
by  an  eye-witness : 

Gieneral  McClernand'a  army  corps  was  marching  in.  tlie  direction  of 
Port  Gibson,  and  had  reached  the  ravine  and  the  running  tirook  allnded 
to.  It  was  his  intention  to  encamp  on  the  opposite  hill,  but  the  enemy 
had  placed  a  threo-gun  battery  there,  and,  as  our  adyance  reached  the 
ravine,  he  began  most  persistently  to  shell  us.  His  range  was  not 
good,  and  the  guns  did  no  damage.  We  withdrew  out  of  range,  and 
patiently  waited  until,  daylight.  At  daybreak  the  figlit  was  renewed, 
first  by  the  advance  skirmishers,  and  afterwards  by  the  main  body. 
The  battery  placed  upon  the  hill  opposite  was  annoying  us,  and  two 
re^ments  were  ordered  to  take  it.  Across  the  running  water  and  up 
the  steep  ascent  advanced  the  brave  soldiers,  with  bayonets  flrmly  set, 
nor  faltered  a  single  step  until  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  position 
and  their  guns  fell  into  our  hands. 

From  here  the  enemy  retired  to  the  right,  following  the  road  which 
led  past  tlie  church,  near  which  they  had  stationed  another  battery. 
Here  the  battle  raged  fearfully,  and  sevsrai  of  our  men  were  wounded 
and  killed.  After  the  rebels  had  left  this  point  I  was  able  to  find, 
where  the  fight  raged  the  Eereesl,  the  dead  bodies  of  twenty  men  within 
a  circuit  of  half  as  many  rods.  Driven  from  this  position  by  the  impet- 
uous attack  of  the  federal  soldiers,  the  rebel  general  sought  a  convenient 
circlet  of  hills,  and  established  his  battle  line.  His  centra  rested  on  the 
Port  Gibson  road,  with  his  right  and  left  on  the  right  and  left  of  that 
thoroughfare.  The  attack  was  first  made  with  artillery  upon  his  centre, 
then  skirmishers  advanced,  and  the  engagement  becanie  general  in  thai 
locality.  Aifer  heavy  firing,  the  onomy  gave  way,  and  massed  liis  forces 
on  his  left  with  the  evident  intention  of  flanking  our  right  This  inten- 
tion was  discovered  in  season  to  avoid  it  by  a  proper  disposition  oJ, 
our  reserves,  when  the  enemy  wheeled  over  to  liia  right  and  massed  his 
forces,  making  a  most  formidable  demonstration.  The  attack  against 
this  wing  was  resisted  with  great  determination  and  with  partial  suc- 
cess in  the  earherpart  of  the  day,  and  the  enemy  gained  several  impor- 
10 
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tant  positiona,  from  wtich,  for  some  houra,  we  tried  in  vaia  to  dislodgo 
Mm.  On  our  oitreme  left  and  their  right  there  was  am  eieratiOQ,  pro- 
tected in  front  hy  an  imponotrable  canebrake,  and  defended  from  fianl; 
approach  by  ravines,  where  tlie  attaekii^  party  would  be  forced  to  under- 
go an  enfilading  fire.  The  enemy  had  mounted  his  guns  upon  the  hill, 
and  posted  hia  Bkirmiehers  in  the  thicket  before  it.  Several  hours'  most 
strenuouB  efforts  were  made  to  dislodge  them,  bat  our  hoyawere  unable 
to  penetrate  the  dense  thicket.  The  deadly  missiles  came  singing 
through  the  air  with  fearful  accuracy,  and  many  a  brave  soldier  was  laid 
low.  General  Osterhaus  and  a  portiott  of  the  Ninth  Division  were  op- 
posite. At  length  ce-enforc«m8nts  were  called  for,  and  the  First  Brigade 
of  the  Third  Division,  belonging  to  the  Seventaeath  Army  CorpB,  came 
rushing  along  the  road  towards  Grand  Gulf.  They  were  quickly  foriued 
in  battle  array,  and  with  a  shout,  which  must  have  struck  terror  in  the 
hearts  of  the  enemy,  the  boys  fiied  bayonete  and  boldly  charged  the  po- 
fdtion.  Down  upon  their  hands  and  knees,  they  worked  theit  way  through 
the  young  cane,  aud  mercilessly  slaughtered  all  who  did  not  yield. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  taken  prisoners  in  this  glorious  charge, 
and  scores  of  rebels  were  killed  and  wounded.  They  gained  the  other 
side  of  the  thicket,  and  picked  off  the  men  aud  horses  serving  the  rebel 
battery.  The  Union  batteries  finiflhed  the  good  work,  and  the  jrosltion 
and  guns  fell  into  our  hands. 

Beaten  at  every  point,  losing  one  hundred  and  fifty  killed,  three  hun- 
dred wounded,  and  more  than  five  hundred  prisoners,  the  enemy  sul- 
lenly and  rapidly  retreated  to  Port  Gibson,  harassed  in  his  flight  by  vol- 
leys of  musketry  and  the  most  strenuous  eftbrts  of  our  artillery. 

Without  difficulty  they  reached  Port  Gibson,  blowing  up,  when  near 
the  village,  a  caisson  filled  with  shofi  shell,  and  powder. 

Night  was  wrapping  her  sable  mantle  over  hiU  and  valley,  and  the 
silver  moon  shone  out  clear  and  bright,  casting  a  fiood  of  beautiful  light 
over  IHend  and  foe,  when  the  order  was  given  to  cease  pursuit.  We 
rested  on  the  battle-field,  wearied  and  eihaustod,  and  soon  deep  silence 
reigned  supreme  where  Mars  so  recently  held  high  carnival* 

The  commander  of  the  corps,  in  his  official  report  of  thia 
engagement,  states  that  during  the  heat  of  the  battle,  "  Ma- 
jor-General  Grant  came  up  from  Brmi<sburg,  and  soon 
after  he  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him  on  the  field." 

*  New  Fort  iferaM  correspondence,  May  3d. 
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It  ako  appears  from  the  official  reports,  that  the  second 
position  taken  by  the  enemy  was  much  stronger  than  the 
first,  being  located  hi  a  creek  bottom,  covered  with  trees 
and  underbrush,  the  approach  to  which  was  over  open 
fields,  and  ragged  and  exposed  hill-slopes. 

At  break  of  day  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  May  2d, 
the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  triumphantly  entered  Port 
Gibson,  through  which  place,  and  across  the  south  branch 
of  the  Bayou  Pierre,  the  enemy  had  hastily  fled  the  night 
before,  turning  the  bridge  across  that  stream  in  his  rear. 
This  bridge  was  even  burning  when  the  advance  entered 
Port  Gibson,  and  it  was  necessary  to  remain  a  few  hours  in 
that  village,  until  a  floating  bridge  could  he  constructed. 

While  this  bridge  was  being  built,  the  rebels  appeared 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Bayou  Pierre,  both  above  and 
below  the  town,  and  a  desultory  fire  ensued  between  the 
belligerents,  without  any  material  damage  to  either  side. 
In  the  afternoon  the  bridge  was  completed,  and  the  advance 
crossed  over. 

Three  miles  beyond  Port  Gibson,  on  the  Raymond  road, 
the  Union  Army  came  across  two  large  piles  of  bacon  be- 
longing to  the  rebel  army,  and  at  least  of  fifty  thousand 
pounds  weight.  The  army  nest  came  upon  the  upper 
causeway  across  the  Bayou  Pierre,  which  being  a  substan- 
tial iron  suspension  bridge,  the  rebels  had  not  time  to  com- 
pletely destroy,  although  they  left  behind  them  evidences 
of  their  attempts  at  its  destruction. 

This  bridge  repaired,  the  Union  array  passed  over  it, 
and  came  to  the  cross-roads  near  the  site  of  an  old  town 
which  once  rejoiced  in  the  name  of  Willow  Springs.  As 
the  army  was  proceeding  leisurely  along  the  road,  a  battery 
opened  upon  them  with  shell  at  short  range,  causmg  a  few 
casualties.  The  advance  was  next  drawn  up  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  moved  slowly  forward  until  the  rebel  position  was 
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attained.  The  eoemy,  liowcver,  then  soon  retired  witli 
unnsnal  haste. 

The  advance  of  the  Union  army  then  puslied  on  to  the 
bank  of  the  Big  Black  River,  where  it  arrived  shortly  be- 
fore dark,  and  was  received  with  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry. 
Lines  of  skirmishers  were  quickly  formed,  and  the  ]ei)el 
troops  driven  across  the  river.  Their  rearguard  attempted 
to  destroy  the  pontoon  bridge;  but  in  this  design  they 
were  frustrated  by  the  rapid  movements  of  the  sharp- 
shooters of  the  Union  araiy.  After  exchanging  a  few 
shell  and  shot,  all  was  quiet  I'or  a  time. 

This  part  of  the  army  was  seven  miles  beyond  Grand 
Gulf,  and  within  eighteen  miles  of  Vicksburg.  While 
passing  through  a  deep  ravine  to  reach  the  above  position, 
the  Union  troops  naet  a  strong  line  of  I'ebel  skirmishers, 
and,  after  an  engagement  of  about  two  hours,  the  latter  re- 
tired, closely  followed  by  the  Unionists,  Several  prisoners 
were  taken,  from  whom  it  was  ascertained  that  Grand  Gulf 
had  been  evacuated  and  the  reljel  magazine  blown  up.  This 
was  owing  to  two  causes  ;  fli'st,  the  flanking  of  the  position 
by  General  Grant,  and  secondly,  the  severe  bombardment 
it  received  at  the  hands  of  Admiral  Porter, 

Finding  that  Grand  Gu!f  had  been  evacuated,  and  that 
the  advance  of  the  Union  forces  was  already  fifteen  miles  on 
the  road  they  would  have  to  take  to  reach  either  Vicksburg, 
Jackson,  or  any  point  of  the  railroad  between  those  cities, 
General  Grant  detennined  not  to  stop  the  troops  in  their  vic- 
torious course,  for  the  pai-poso  of  furnishing  himself  with  an 
escort  due  to  his  rank,  but  took  with  him  some  fifteen  men, 
and  proceeded  in  person  to  the  evacuated  position,  where 
he.  made  the  neces^iary  aiTangements  for  changing  his  base 
of  supplies  from  Bruinsburg  to  Grand  Gulf, 

From  this  point  General  Grant  telegraphed  to  the  Gov- 
ernment   the    complete  success    of   the  first  part  of  his 
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raoveraert.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  document  was  worded 
ia  tho  most  modest  manner,  considei-ing  the  valae  of  the 
work  accomplished,  and  was  as  follows : 

Gbahd  Gdu,  Miss.,  May  3,  1863. 
Major-General  Halleoe,  Gencrtd-in- Chief: 

We  landed  at  Bminsburg  April  autli,  moved  immediatolj  on  Port 
Gibson,  met  tlie  enemy,  11,000  strong,  four  miles  soutli  of  Fort  Gibson^ 
at  two  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  tiio  l8t  inst.,  and  engaged  liim  all  day,_  entirely 
routing  iim,  with  tlie  loea  of  niany  killed,  and  about  BOO  pnsoners, 
besides  the  wounded.    Our  loss  is  about  100  killed  and  500  wounded. 

Tho  enemy  retreated  towards  Tioksburg,  destroying  the  bridges  over 
the  two  forks  of  the  Bayou  Pierre.  Tliese  ware  rebuilt,  and  the  pursuit 
has  continued  until  the  present  time. 

Besides  the  heavy  ai-tillery  at  the  place,  four  field-pieces  were  captured, 
and  some  stores,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  to  destroy  many  more. 

The  country  is  Hie  most  broken  and  difficult  to  operate  in  I  eyer  saw. 

Our  victory  has  been  most  complete,  and  tiia  enemy  ia  thoroughly 
demoralized.  Tery  respectfully, 

U.  S,  Geakt,  Major-Gfnerai  Cammandinr/. 

Governor  Tates,  of  Illinois,  who  was  on  a  visit  to  the 
army  at  the  time  of  the  moTemerit,  and  had  necessarily  to 
partic^ipate  therein,  telegraph*^.'  at  the  same  time  to  the 
officials  at  his  State  Capital,  as" follows: 

QaAiro  GutP,  Miss.,  May  3, 1863. 

We  gained  aglorioua  victory  at  Port  Gibson,  on  the  1st  inatajit. 

Tte  enemy  are  in  full  retreat.  Our  forces  are  in  close  pursuit.  The 
Illinois  troops,  as  usual,  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry.  The  loss 
on  our  side  ia  150  killed  and  600  wounded. 

We  have  taken  1,000  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  much  greater  than  ours,  Richard  Yatbs. 

On  the  same  night  that  Grand  Gulf  had  been  taken  pos- 
session of,  several  barges,  loaded  with  stores,  were  sent 
down  past  the  Vicksburg  batteries.  The  firing  was  very 
heavy  upon  some  of  them,  and  a  shell  bursting  in  the  midst 
of  a  quantity  of  cotton  and  hay,  destroyed  the  vessels,  and 
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compelled  those  on  board  to  surrender.     The  following  is 
the  rebel  official  dispatch  of  the  occurrence : 

ViCKSBUEO,  May  i,  1863. 
To  General  S.  COOPER : 

Lagt  night  two  large  bargsa,  heayilj  laden  with  hospital  and  oomiuis- 
Bary  stores,  with,  a  small  tug  hetwcen  them,  attempted  to  pass  here. 
They  were  burned  to  the  water's  edge,  and  twenty-four  priaonors  taken 
from  them,  among  whom  are  one  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Wia'td, 
two  of  the  Hew  York  JHbKne,  and  one  of  the  Cincinnati  Kmcs* 

J.  C.  PsMBKaTON,  Lieitt-Gen.  Commanding. 

The  day  after  the  occupation  of  Grand  Gulf,  Governor 
Tates  sent  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  the  few- 
preceding  days; 

Gbasd  Gulp,  Miss.,  May  i,  1363. 

Our  arms  are  gloriously  triumphant.  We  Aowe  svci^eeded  in  wmning  a 
vklory  which,  in  to  rcsuifo,  mMi  be  the  most  important  of  the  war.  The 
battle  of  May  1st  lasted  from  e^ht  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  night, 
during  all  which  time  the  enemy  was  driyen  back  on  the  right,  left,  and 
centre.  All  day  yesterday  our  army  was  in  pursuit  of  the  rehels.  they 
giving  us  battle  at  almost  every  defensible  point,  and  fighting  with 
desperate  valor.  Last  night  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  was  driven  across 
Black  River,  and  General  McClernand  was  driving  another  large  force  in 
the  direction  of  "WiUow  Springs.  About  two  o'clock  yesterday  I  left 
General  Logon,  with  his  division,  i^ursuit  of  the  enemy,  to  join  General 
Grant  at  Grand  Gulf,  which  tha  enemy  had  evaonatei  In  Ihe  morning, 
first  blowing  up  their  magazines,  spiking  their  cannon,  destroying  tents, 
etc.  On  my  way  lo  Grand  Gul/Tsam  gans  scattered  aU  aloJig  the  road, 
fBhick  the  enemy  had  left  in  their  retreat.  The  rebels  were  scattered 
through  the  woods  in  every  direction.  This  army  of  the  rehels  was  con- 
Mdered,  as  Inimi  feorn,  inmruMe ;  6irf  it  quailed  before  the  irresistible  a^auUs 
of  NorSiwcstem  valor, 

I  consider  Vieksburg  as  ours  in  a  short  time,  and  the  Mississippi  Kiver 
as  destined  to  be  open  from  its  source  to  its  mouth. 

I  have  been  side  by  side  with  our  boys  in  battle,  and  can  bear  witness 
to  the  unfalteriDg  courage  and  prowess  of  our  brave  lUinoisans. 

KiOHAED  Yates,   Guvemor. 

*  Some  of  the  unfortunate  correspondents  were  in  Libby  Prison  at  the 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 


OUTSIDE   OPERATIONS. 


Genbkal  Gbakt,  in  order  to  deceive  the  rebel  authori- 
ties at  Richmond,  Chattanooga,  and  elsewhere,  ae  to  the 
precise  direction  from  which  he  intended  to  strike  at  Viclis- 
burg,  and  also  to  prevent  heavy  re-enforcements  from  being 
sent  to  Grand  Gulf  from  that  plac«,  ordered  some  very 
excellent  feints  to  be  made  in  all  directions. 

Among  others,  General  Grant  ordered  Colonel  Corwyn, 
with  his  Cavalry  Brigade,  to  go  down  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  on  the  east  of  his  line  of  operations,  and  threaten 
an  attack  npon  all  the  rebel  posts  along  that  road.  On 
the  6th  of  May  a  fight  took  place  between  the  Union 
cavalry  and  the  rebel  forces  under  General  Rugglea,  at 
Tupello,  a  railroad  station  in  Itawamba  county,  Missis- 
sippi, and,  after  a  half-hour's  conflict,  the  rebels  retreated 
in  disorder,  leaving  behind  them  their  arms,  equipments, 
and  ninety  of  their  men  prisoners. 

On  the  north.  General  Grant  ordered  a  still  more  valua- 
ble feint.  In  moving  from  Milliken's  Bend,  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps  had  been  set  apart  to  bring  np  the  rear,  and, 
consequently,  under  that  order,  it  was  to  be  the  last  to 
start  npon  the  southern  march.  General'  Sherman,  com- 
manding the  Fifteenth  Corps,  had  made  every  preparation 
to  move  by  April  23th,  1863,  on  which  day  he  received  a 
letter  from  General  Grant,  who  was  then  near  New  Car- 
thage, ordering  him  to  delay  his  march,  in  consequence  of 
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the  state  of  the  roads,  ontil  the  eyetem  of  canals,  then  in 
process  of  construction,  could  be  completed.* 

On  the  28th  of  April,  General  Sherman  received  a  letter 
in  cipher,  fixing  the  time  when  General  Grant  proposed  to 
attack  Grand  Gulf^  and  stating  that  a  Bimultaneous  feint 
on  the  enemy's  batteries  near  Haines  Bluff,  on  the  Tazoo 
River,  would  be  most  desirable,  provided  it  could  be  done 
■without  the  ill  effect  on  the  army  and  the  country  of  an 
appearance  of  a  repulse.  Knowing  full  well  that  the  army 
could  distinguish  a  feint  from  a  real  attack,  by  succeeding 
events,  General  Sherman  made  the  necessary  orders,  em- 
barked the  Second  Division  on  ten  st«am  transports,  and 
sailed  for  the  Yazoo  River. 

At  about  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  2eth,  Gen- 
eral Sherman  with  this  force  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Yazoo  River,  where  he  found  several  vessels  of  the  fleet, 
ready  to  co-operate  with  the  feigned  movemcot.  This 
fact  alone  proves  how  well  General  Grant  and  Admiral 
Porter  had  agreed  upon  the  plan  of  operations,  and  how 
they  worked  in  harmony  together ;  neither  one  being  jeal- 
ous of  the  other's  fame,  but  both  being  ready  to  do  battle 
in  their  country's  service,  and  for  the  common  cause. 

The  united  forces  then  proceeded  at  once  up  tbe  Yazoo 
River,  in  proper  order,  and  lay  for  tbe  night  of  April  29th 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Chickasaw  Bayou  The  nest  morning 
at  an  eirlj  hour  the  fleet  proceeded  np  w  thm  easy  range 
of  the  enemy  s  batten  '!  The  g  nboit=!  at  once  made  in 
attack  uj  on  the  works  and  f  r  fo  r  1  ou  s  a  \ery  p  etty 
demonstrat  n  was  kept  p  Tl  e  ve  sels  were  then  callel 
out  of  ra  ^e  and  tow  ard  evenmg  General  Sherman  d  *(- 
embarked  his  troops  ii  fdl  i    m  of  the  e  en  i  mikiig 
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preparations  as  if  to  assault  tlie  works.  As  soon  as  the  land- 
ing was  effected  the  gunboats  reopened  tbeir  fire  upon  the 
rebel  defences. 

The  perceptible  activity  of  the  enemy,  in  moving  the 
guns,  artillery,  and  infantry,  gave  evidence  that  they  ex- 
I}ected  a  real  attack  ;  and  keeping  up  a  show  of  this  intent 
ontil  dark,  General  Sherman  succeeded  in  acoompUshiiig 
the  full  object  of  his  ruse.  ■  At  night  the  troops  re-embark- 
ed ;  but  during  the  whole  of  the  next  day  similar  move- 
ments were  maiie,  accompanied  by  reeonnoiaaances  of  all 
the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  Tazoo  River.  While 
thus  engaged.  General  Sherman  received  instructions  from  - 
General  Grant  to  hasten  and  rejoin  him  at  Grand  Gulf. 

The  two  divisions  of  General  Sherman's  Corps,  that  had 
remained  at  Milliken's  Bend,  were  at  once  ordered.to 
march,  and  to  join  General  Grant  by  way  of  Richmond, 
Louisiana,  while  General  Sherman,  at  the  head  of  tlie  Sec- 
ond Division,  kept  up  hia  feint  on  the  Yazoo  River  until 
night.  General  Sherman  then  quietly  dropped  back  to  his 
camp  at  Young'a  Point,  when  the  whole  corps,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  division  left  behind  as  a  garrison,  marched  to 
Hard  Times,  four  miles  above  Grand  Gulf,  on  the  Louisiana 
shore,  where  it  arrived  on  the  morning  of  May  6th,  after 
travelling  aixty-three  miles  on  foot.  During  the  night  of 
the  6th,  and  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  forces  were  ferried 
over  the  river,  and  on  the  8th  commenced  their  march  into 
the  interior. 

It  appears  alao  that  a  junction  was  to  have  been  formed 
between  the  forces  under  General  Grant  and  those  under 
General  Banks,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  position  of  the 
troops  under  the  latter  general,  this  movement  was  found  to 
require  a  much  greater  delay  and  loss  of  time  than  General 
Grant  could,  under  the  circumstances,  have  afforded,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  extract  from  his  official  report : 
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About  tliis  lime  (Miiy  ith),  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Banka, 
giving  his  position  west  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  and  statii^  tliat  lie 
could  return  to  Baton  Rouge  by  the  lOtt  of  May ;  tlmt  by  the  reduction 
of  Port  Hudson  he  could  join  me  wilb  twelTB  thousand  men. 

I  learned  about  the  same  time,  that  tioops  were  expected  at  Jack- 
son from  llie  southern  cities,  with  Geuoral  Beauregard  in  command. 
To  delay  until  the  10th  of  May,  and  for  the  rediietion  of  Port  Hudson 
after  that,  the  accession  of  twelve  thousand  men  would  not  leave  me 
relatively  ao  strong  as  to  move  promptly  with  what  1  had.  Information 
received,  from  day  to  day,  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  also  impel- 
led me  to  the  course  I  pursued. 
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CHAPTER  SXXn. 

S  JACKSON.—] 


The  army  had,  as  before  stated,  advanced  in  light 
marchiiig  order,  up  to  the  occupation  of  Grand  Gulf,  after 
which  it  became  necessary  that  trains  should  follow,  as  the 
three  days  rations  set  apart  for  each  man  at  starting,  had 
by  this  time  beea  consumed.  This  naturally  led  to  a  short 
delay ;  bat  no  longer  time  was  occupied  than  was  actually 
necessary.  General  Grant  personally  superintended  the 
landing  and  distribution  of  the  supplies,  with  the  full  de- 
termination that  his  oampMgn  should  not  fail  through  any 
dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  his  quartermasters  or 
commissaries.  In  this  he  manifested  one  of  the  traits  of 
a  good  soldier ;  as  it  is  not  merely  essential  to  put  an  army 
into  the  field  to  secure  victory,  but  it  is  also  superlatively 
necessary,  to  insure  the  sime  result  that  the  army  shall  be 
properly  fed,  clothed  -inl  sheltciel  from  the  commence- 
ment to  the  close  of  the  campaign  It  ia  this  forethought 
and  care  for  the  sold  er  that  has  secured  for  General 
Grant  the  lo-ve  an  I  vcaeiation  of  every  man  under  his 


Having  secured  a  suftn,ient  amount  of  supplies  to  last 
him  for  a  certim  time,  itii  ha^mg  made  arrangements  for 
others  to  follow  General  Grant  remu\  ed  his  head-quarters, 
on  the  morning  of  May  7th,  to  Hawkmson's  Feriy,  on  the 
Black  River,  leaving  General  Sherman's  forces  to  garrison 
Grand  Gulf  for  the  few  hours  it  was  necessary  to  hold  it, 
during  the  landing  of  the  reminder  of  the  supphes. 
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While  lying  at  Hawkinson's  Feny,  waiting  for  the  wag- 
ons, supplies,  and  Sherman's  Corps  to  come  up,  demoaatra- 
tions  were  made  to  induce  the  enemy  to  believe,  that  the 
rentes  to  Vickshurg  by  that  ferry  and  the  one  by  Hall's 
Fcny,  which  was  a  short  distance  higher  up  tl 
■were  very  desirable  to  General  Grant.     To    nop         th 
idea  still  further  upon  the  minds  of  the  reh  I  g  n      1 
reconnoitring  parties  were  sent  oat  along  tl  d 

the  west  side  of  the  Big  Black  River,  to  with  n     y      1 
of  Warrenton,     The  artifice  was  completely  su         ful 

In  the  mean  time,  all  Mississippi  was  called  to  arms  to 
resist  the  advance  of  General  Grant.  The  following  pro- 
clamation of  the  Governor  of  the  State,  will  sliow  the 
anxious  feeling  that  existed  in  the  hearts  of  ihe  State 
authorities : 


To  Ihc  People  of  Missinsippi : 

E«cent  eveiita,  familiar  to  yoa  all,  impel  me,  fla  your  Chief  Magis- 
trate, to  appeal  to  your  patriotjsm  ^r  united  effort  in  cxpdUng  our  ene- 
mies from  the  'soU  of  Mississippi.  It  can  and  miw!  he  done.  Let  Jio  man 
capable  of  bearicg  arms  withhold  from  Lis  Stats  his  services  in  repelllug 
the  invasion.  Duty,  interest,  our  common  safety,  demand  every  sacri- 
Coe  aecessary  for  the  proteciion  of  our  homes,  our  boaor,  liberty  itself. 

The  eialted  position  won  in.  her  name  upon  every  battle-fleld  where 
IDsaissIppL's  sons  have  unfurled  her  proud  banner,  and  hurled  defiance 
in  the  face  of  overwhelming  numbers,  forbids  that  her  honor,  the  chiv- 
alry of  her  people,  the  glory  of  her  during  deeds  on  foreign  iieliia, 
>ihould  be  tarnished  and  her  streaming  battle  flag  draped  to  tho  dust 
by  barbarian  hordes  on  her  own  soil. 

Awalie,  then— arouse,  Misaissippians,  young  and  old,  from  your  fer- 
tile  plains,  your  beautiful  towns  and  cities,  your  once  quiet  and  happy 
but  now  deseeralfid  homes,  come  and  join  your  brothers  in  arms,  your 
sons  and  neighbors,  who  are  now  baring  their  boaoms  to  the  storm  of 
battle,  at  your  very  doors,  and  in  defence  of  all  you  hold  dear. 

Meet  in  every  county  witli  your  arms;  organize  companies  of  not  less 
than  twenty  (under  the  late  act  of  Congress),  forward  your  muster 
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roila  to  Has  offioo,  acd  you  will  be  reoeired  Into  tho  service  ivith  all  the 
protectiOD  ond  rigliW  belonging  to  other  eoldierB  in  the  field. 

Ammanition  will  be  furnished  you,  aad  every  aid  in  my  power  es- 
tended  to  you  for  your  security  and  efficiency 

liiffiers,  brolhers,  Misaissij^dans — irkile  your  '  sujia  and  kindred  (BH 
hi-avdy  Jighiiim  your  battles  en  allier  fields,  and  ihedding  nae  lustre  oa  yow 
iia-me,  tite  bzirning  disgrace  of  successful  invasion  o/lheir  lumiea,  e/imult 
and  iiijury  to  their  iniv&i,  niotlters,  and  mlera,  of  rapine  and  ruin,  with 
Qod's  lielp  aiid  by  yoiir  assistance,  altoU  never  be  written  while  a  Missiasip- 
pian  Hoes  to  feel  in  his  proud  lieart  the  scorcJiing  degradation. 

Every  moment's  inaction  and  delay  but  sti'engUiens  your  enemy  and 
weakens  your  brothers  in  arms.  Let  every  man,  then,  make  it  his  ■ 
businesa,  laying  all  olso  aside,  to  nsaist  in  orjranizing  as  many  com- 
panies as  can  bo  raised  in  each  county,  and  report  immediately  to  this 
office  for  orders.  By  this  course  you  will  enable  our  arms  in  a  short 
lime  to  repol  tlio  invader,  secure  the  safely  of  your  homes,  and  shed 
^imperishable  honor  on  your  cause.  Tou  will  not  be  without  assistance. 
Let  no  man  forego  the  proud  distinction  of  being  one  of  his  country's  de- 
fenders, or  hereafter  watr  the  disgraceful  badge  of  the  dastardly  traitor  who 
refused  to  defend  his  home  and  his  cowitry. 

John  J.  Pettus,   Governor  of  Mississippi. 
General  Grant's  plans  had  been  too  carefully  studied  and 
followed  out,  to  be  thwarted  by  any  suddenly  improvised 
forces  that  the  GoYernov  could  then  raise. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7ih  of  May,  a  general  advance 
was  ordered  l>y  General  Grant.  The  Tliirteenth  Army 
Corps  was  directed  to  move  along  the  ridge  road  from 
Wilton  Springs;  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  was  to 
keep  the  road  nearest  the  Black  Hiver  to  Rocky  Springs ; 
and  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  was  to  divide  in  two  parts 
and  follow.  All  the  ferries  were  closely  guarded  imtil  the 
troops  were  well  advanced,  to  prevent  surprise  on  the 
flanks,  and  also  to  mislead  the  enemy  as  to  the  intentioa 
of  the  movement. 

Before  the  troops  were  started  on  this  niarcb,  the  fol- 
lowing congratulatory  order  was  read  at  the  head  of  every 
regiment : 
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Hbad-Quaetebs,  ABinr  of  the  Tennessbe,  in  the  Field,  i 
Hawkinson's  Peebv,  MofQ  "ith.  \ 

Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  Ihinessee  .- 

Once  more  I  tbaak  you  for  adding  aaother  victory  to  the  long  list  of 
those  previously  won  by  your  ralor  and.  enduranco.  Tlie  triumph  gained 
over  !&!  enemy  near  Fort  Gibson,  oa  the  1st,  was  oae  of  the  most  imporlani 
of  the  war.  The  capture  of  five  cauuon  and  more  than  one  thousand 
priaoners,  the  posseesion  .of  Grand  Gulf,  and  a  firm  foothold  on  tlie 
highlands  between  the  Big  BInck  and  Bayou  I'ierre,  from  whence  we 
threaten  the  B'hole  line  of  the  enemy,  are  among  the  fruits  of  this  bril- 
liant achievement. 

The  march  from  Milliken^s  Bend  to  the  paint  opposite  Grand  Gidf  was 
made  in  stormy  weather,  over  the  worst  of  roads.  Bridges  and  ferries  had 
to  be  constructed.  Moving  ly  night  as  well  as  by  day,  loith  labor  incessant, 
and  extraoi-dinary  privaiioas  eadwed  Ity  man  and  oncers,  stick  as  have 
beta  rarely  paralleled  in  any  campaign,  not  a  miMirtar  of  comptai-it  has 
been  'altered.  A  few  days  continuance  of  the  same  zeal  and  constancy 
will  secure  to  this  army  crowning  victorisB  over  the  rebellion. 

More  diffloultiea  and  privations  are  hefore  us;  let  us  endure  them 
manfully.  Other  battles  are  to  be  fought;  let  us  fight  Ihem  bravely. 
A  grateful  country  miU  rejoice  at  our  success,  and  history  will  record  it  with 
immortal  honor.  TJ.  S-  GaiNT,  Major- General  Commanding. 

It  appears  fi'om  General  Grant's  official  report  of  the 
Vicksburg  Campaigo,  that  it  had  been  his  intention,  while 
at  Hawkinson's  li'eriy,  to  have  moved  the  Thirteenth  and 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  in  such  a  maimer  as  to  hug  the 
Black  River  as  closely  as  possible,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  able  to  strike  the  Jackson  and  Vicksburg  Rail- 
road at  some  point  between  Edwards's  Station  and  Bolton. 
The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  was  to  move  by  way  of 
Utica  to  Raymond,  thence  to  Jackson,  at  which  place,  and 
in  its  vicinity,  it  was  intended  that  the  railroad,  telegraph, 
public  stores,  etc.,  should  be  destroyed,  aft^  which  the 
corps  was  to  move  west  and  rejoin  the  main  army. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  primary  movements 
of  the  army,  by  one  who  took  part  in  its  operations  from 
its  organ iz.'iti on  to  the  capitulation  of  Vickshurg  r 
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On  Thursday,  the  Itt  of  May,  General  McPherson,  commanding  tJie 
Seventeenth  Aimj  Corpa,  moved  his  troops  to  Kocky  Springs,  anl  hia 
camp  was  occupied  nest  day  by  Genera!  Shermnn,  with  tbe  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps.  On  Saturday,  tlie  9th,  General  MoPlierson  again  moved 
to  tlia  e^tward,  to  the  village  of  Utica,  croBsing  the  road  occupied  by 
the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  under  General  MoCaernand,  and  leaving  tho 
latter  on  his  left.  On  Sunday  morning,  the  10th,  General  McClemand 
marched  to  Five  Mile  Creelt,  and  encamped  on  the  south  bank  at  noon, 
on  account  of  broken  bridges,  which  were  repaired  the  same  day.  On 
Monday  morning,  the  11th,  General  Sherman's  Corps  came  up,  passed. 
General  MeClernand'a,  and  encamped  tliat  night  at  Uie  villags  of 
Auburn,  about  ten  miles  south  of  Edwards's  Station,  which  is  on  a  portion 
of  the  railroad  from  Vicksburg  to  Jackson.  As  soon  as  it  passed, 
General  McClemand's  corps  foEowed  a  few  miles,  and  then  took  a  road 
going  obliquely  to  the  left,  leading  to  Hall's  Ferry,  on  the  Big  Black 
River,  Thus  on  Monday  evening.  May  11th,  General  MeClernand  was 
at  Hall's  Ferry;  General  Sherman  was  at  Auburn,  six  or  eight  miles 
to  tbe  northeast,  and  General  McPherson  was  about  eight  miles  still 
further  to  tlie  northeast,  a  few  miles  north  of  Utica.  The  whole  formed 
an  immense  line  of  battle;  Sherman's  Corps  being  in  the  eenlre,  with 
those  of  McPheraon  and  McOlernand  forming  tlia  right  and  left  wings. 
It  will  be  observed,  also,  that  n  change  of  front  had  been  effected.  From 
Grand  Gulf  the  army  marched  eastward ;  but,  by  these  last  movements, 
it  had  swung  on  the  left  as  a  pivot,  and  fronted  nearly  northward. 

Up  to  this  the  enemy  had  not  appeared  on  our  line  of  march.  On 
Tuesday  morning,  May  lath.  General  McClernand's  advanoa  drove  in  the 
enemy's  pickets  near  Hall's  Ferry,  and  brisk  skirmishing  ensued  for  an 
hour  or  two,  with  little  loss  to  either  wde.  By  noon  the  rebels  had 
di  m  d  d      d  kll  d 

total  OS  al  tee       D 
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when  the  rebel  forces,  mainly  cnralry,  witMrew  towards  Eayniond. 
The  bridge  was  burned  during  the  ekirmisli ;  but  a  crossing  was  con- 
Btruoted  in  two  hours,  and  trains  were  passing  before  noon* 

General  Grant  vraa  not  behind  his  troops ;  bnt  as  they 
advanced,  he  continually  clianged  his  head-qnarters  and  his 
]ino  of  commuaications,  keeping  with  the  centre  of  the 
army  for  the  purpose  of  better  directing  the  movements 
of  his  three  columns. 

When  he  had  advanced  far  enough  into  the  field  to  lie 
sure  of  his  position,  he  sent  the  following  telegraphic 
message  to  the  government  at  Washington : 

Is  THE  PiElJ>,  ifaj  II,  1863. 
To  Major-General  Hallecs,  Generol-i'a- Chief: 

My  force  will  be  this  erening  as  far  adyanced  along  Fourteen  Mile 
Creelt,  the  left  near  Black  River,  and  extending  in  s,  line  nearly  east 
and  west,  as  they  can  get  without  bringing  on  a  general  engagement. 

I  shaU  communicate  viilh   Grand   Gulf  no  moi'e,   eicept  it  becomes 

You  may  nol  liear  from  me  again  for  several  days. 

U.  S.  Grant,  Major-  General 

The  foregoing  dispatch  plainly  sets  forth  that  General 
Giant  in  his  plans  had  intended  to  cut  au  opening  through 
the  enemy's  lines,  and  communicate  with  the  General-in- 
chief  by  a  more  northern  route.  When  the  dispatch  ivaa 
sent  flora  General  Grant,  he  plainly  foresaw  the  success 
of  this  plan,  and  as  he  personally  superintended  all  the 
movements  of  liia  army,  and  had  not  to  depend  upon  any 
other  oatside  co-operation  than  that  of  the  fleet,  he  doubt- 
less felt  sure  he  coald  not  fail  through  any  lack  of  proper 
combination  at  the  riwht  time.  He  also,  by  breaking  up 
this  line  of  communication  by  way  of  Grand  Gulf,  pre- 
vented the  enemy  from  cutting  o.T  his  supplies,  and  he 

*  Army  correspondence  of  the  X-.w  York  Rerald. 
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had  taken  the  precaution  to  have  with  him  all  that  was 
needed  until  lie  was  ready  to  open  up  the  new  line  by  the 
Yazoo. 

The  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  moved  forward  on  the  Ed- 
wards Station  road,  and  crossed  the  Fourteen  Mile  Creek 
at  Dillon's  plantation.  The  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  cross- 
ed the  same  Creet,  some  short  distance  further  west, 
making  a  demonstration  along  the  road  towards  Bald 
win's  Ferry,  as  if  to  advance  upon  Vicksbnrg  or  War- 
renton  by  that  route. 

While  crossing  the  Fourteen  Mile  Creek,  both  eoi-ps  had 
to  skirmish  considerably  with  the  enemy  in  order  to  gain 
possession  of  the  right  of  way ;  but  under  the  persistent 
attacks  of  the  determined  Union  troops,  the  rebels  had  to 
give  way,  and  the  Union  army  moved  towards  the  railroad 
in  splendid  order. 

In  the  meantime  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  was 
steadily  advancing  upon  Raymond,  but  met  with  no  small 
opposition  from  the  rebels,  who  were  stationed  in  two 
brigades  under  Generals  Gregg  and  Walker,  at  a  point  of 
the  road  about  two  miles  southwest  of  that  village.  Gen- 
eral Logan's  Division  came  upon  the  rebel  troops,  estimated 
at  about  ten  thousand,  posted  on  Fondren's  Creek,  at  ten 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning.  May  12th,  and  brii^k  skirmish- 
ing began  at  once,  followed  by  a  general  engagement.  The 
enemy  (as  in  front  of  General  Sherman)  was  almost  wholly 
concealed  at  first  by  the  woods  bordermg  the  stream, 
behind  which  their  forces  were  posted.  Their  artillery 
was  on  an  eminence  that  commanded  the  approach,  and  the 
Union  troops  had  to  cross  an  open  field,  exposed  to  a  ter- 
rible fire.  The  First  and  Second  Brigades  were  in  the 
thickest  of  the  contest,  and  suffered  most.  After  three 
hours'  hard  fighting,  the  enemy  withdrew  sullenly  in  two 
columns,  the  principal  one  taking  the  road  to  Jackson. 
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General  Grant,  in  hia  report  of  thia  action,  stat«s  that  the 
fighting  was  very  hard ;  that  the  enemy  -were  driven,  with 
heavy  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners;  and  tliat 
many  of  the  rebels  threw  down  their  arms  and  d^erted 
their  cause. 

When  Greneral  Grant  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
treated ftom  Baymond  to  Jackaon,  he,  on  the  night  of 
May  13t]i,  diverted  the  Thirteenth  and  Fil'teeuth  Army 
Corps  from  their  intended  route,  and  ordered  them  both  to 
move  towards  Raymond,  at  which  place  he  established  his 
head-quarters  on  the  evening  of  May  13th. 

The  next  day  General  Grant  sent  the  following  dispatch 
by  way  of  Memphis  : 

RiYjioi-D,  Misa,,  May  14,  18C3. 
Major-General  irALLBCK,  General-in-Chief: 
McPhersoQ  took  thia  place  on  the  12th  inst,,  after  a  brisk  fight  of  more 

Our  loea  wag  flftj-one  kiEed,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  wouniied. 
The  enetny'a  loss  was  seTsntj-five  killed  {buried  ty  us)  and  one  hundred 
sad  eighty-sii  prisonora  captured,  besides  the  wounded. 

McPherson  is  now  at  Clinton.  General  Sherman  is  on  the  direct  Jaet- 
Bon  road,  and  General  UcClemand  is  brin^g  up  the  rear. 

I  win  attack  the  State  capital  to-day. 

U.  S.  Ghant,  Major- Gensrol. 

The  commander  at  Memphis,  before  receiving  the  above 
dispatch  from  General  Grant,  sent  the  following  to  Wash 
ington  : 

Memphis,  Tbnn.,  May  17,  1863. 
Major-General  HalLeOs,  Gena-ol4'nr  Chief : 

Papers  of  the  14th  from  Viokaburg  and  Jackson  report  that  Grant  de- 
feated Greg's  Brigade  at  Raymond,  on  Tuesday,  the  12th,  The  rebel 
loss  is  admittod  in  the  papers  at  sereu  hundred. 

The  neit  day  Gre^  was  re-onforced  by  General  W.  H.  T.  Wallier,  of 
Georgia,  when  ha  was  attaokedat  MissiBSippi  Spring,  and  driven  toward 
Jackaon  on  Thursday. 
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General  Joaept  Johnston  arrived  at  Jadtaon  on  the  13tli,  and  went 
out  toward  VJcksbuig  with  three  brigades. 

The  force  wMch  General  Grant  fought,  viz.,  Greg's  Brigade,  was 
from  Port  Hudson,  while  Walker's  was  from  Jordon. 

JSvery  horae  fit  for  eervira  in  Mississippi  is  claimed  hj  the  rebel  gov- 

Grant  has  strucli  tlie  railroad.  „  .     „         , 

S.  A.  HnnLBCT,  MajoT-General. 
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CHAPTER  XXXni. 

THE  CAPT0KE  AND   OCCUPAnOS  OF 


The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  liad  moved  np  to  Clinton, 
on  the  Jackson  and  Vicksburg  Railroad,  during  the  pre- 
vious day,  May  13th,  so  as  to  he  able  to  make  the  movement 
along  that  railroad  to  Jackson,  simultaneously  with  that 
of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  by  way  of  the  Raymond  and 
Jackson  turnpike  road. 

Clinton  was  no  sooner  taken  possession  of,  than  parties 
were  sent  out  to  destroy  the  track  and  telegraph,  and 
while  engaged  on  this  duty,  several  important  dispatches 
from  Genei'al  Pemberton  to  General  Gregg,  both  of  the 
rebel  forces,  were  captnred  and  taken  to  General  Grant's 
head-quarters. 

As  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  advanced  along  the 
railroad,  a  parallel  line  of  march  was  kept  up  by  the  Fif- 
teenth Army  Corps,  along  the  tnmpike  road  by  way  of 
Mississippi  Springs,  while  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  oc- 
cupied Raymond, 

On  May  14th,  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps 
moved  with  their  whole  force  tlicn  ])resent  on  the  field, 
upon  Jackson — the  march  being  made  amidst  a  heavy 
storm  of  rain,  which  fell  in  torrents  from  midnight  of  the 
13th  until  noon  of  the  14th.  The  roads  were  therefore  in 
the  most  horrible  condition,  at  first  slippery,  next  ankle 
deep  in  mud.  "Notwithstanding  this,"  says  General 
Grant,  in  his  report,  "  the  troops  marched  in  excellent 
order,  without  straggling,  and  in  the  liest  of  upirits,  nearly 
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fourteen  miles,  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  about  twelve 
o'clock,  noon,  near  Jackson." 

As  the  two  corps  marched  toward  Jackson,  the  Thir- 
teenth Corps  garrisoned  the  places  they  had  vacated,  one 
division  occupying  Clinton,  another  holding  Mississippi 
Springs,  while  a  third  took  possession  of  Raymond,  Gen- 
eral Blair's  division  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps  guarded  the 
wagon  train  at  New  Auburn,  and  the  road  to  Utica  was 
held  by  an  advancing  brigade  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps 
that  had  not,  since  the  movement  commenced,  been  joined 
to  the  main  column.  These  forces  were  kept  back  as  a 
corps  of  reserve,  if  necessary,  and  ready  to  move  in  either 
direction  towards  Jackson  or  Vicksburg. 

When  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  who  commanded 
the  rebel  forces  at  Jackson,  discovered  that  Grant's  troops 
were  marching  upon  him,  he  determined  to  meet  them  on 
the  outside  of  the  city,  and  delay  this  advance  as  long  as 
possible,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  remove  a  portion 
if  not  the  whole  of  the  property  of  the  rebel  government, 
then  at  Jackson.  As  his  forces  were  small  in  numbers,  ho 
ordered  a  feigned  resistance  to  be  made  with  artillery,  sup- 
ported by  a  small  force  of  infantry,  against  the  advance  of 
the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps  by  the  turnpike  road,  while, 
with  the  bulk  of  his  army,  he  marched  out  on  the  Clinton 
road  and  engaged  the  Seventeenth  Corps  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  city. 

The  determined  advance  of  the  skirmishers  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Corps  soon  drove  in  the  resistance  in  their  front,  and 
the  rebels  took  refuge  in  their  rifle-pits,  which  had  been 
thrown  up  just  outside  the  city  of  Jackson.  General  Sher- 
man, the  commander  of  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  soon  discov- 
ered the  weakness  of  the  enem.y  by  means  of  a  reconnois- 
sance  to  his  right,  and  this  flank  movement  caused  an  evac- 
uation of  the  rebel  position  on  this  part  of  their  line. 
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Meanwhile,  General  McPherson,  at  tte  head  of  two 
divisions  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  engaged  the  main  bulk 
of  the  rebel  forces  from  Jackson  without  any  support,  or 
requiring  any  further  aid.  After  a  very  spirited  contest  of 
over  two  hours'  duration,  ho  defeated  the  rebel  forces,  and 
the  dispirited  and  beaten  troops  retreated  northward, 
along  the  Canton  road,  leaving  the  city  in  the  hands  of  the 
conquerors.  A  pursuit  was  immediately  ordered  ;  but  the 
rebels  had  escaped ;  their  retreat  having  been  made  in  the 
greatest  haste. 

The  following  is  General  Grant's  modest  dispatch  con- 
cerning this  brilliant  operation : 

Jacksojt,  Miss.,  May  15,  1863. 
Major-General  H.  W.  HiLLECE,  Gemrai-iji- Chief,  WashingUm; 
This  place  fell  into  our  handa  jesterday,  after  a  fight  of  about  three 

Joe  Johnston  was  in  command. 

Tho  enemy  retreated  north,  evidently  with  tho  design  of  joicing  tlie 

Tiekaburg  forces. 

U.  9-  Grast,  Major-Gen'-To], 

General  Grant  entered  the  town  of  Jackson  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  14th,  and  held  a  consultation  with  the  cotri- 
manders  of  the  two  corps  which  had  taken  possession  of 
the  city.  To  prevent  any  unjustifiable  plunder  or  marau- 
ding, the  troops  were  encamped  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
city  during  the  night.  General  Grant  ordered  the  rifle- 
pits  to  be  occupied  at  once,  and  on  the  following  day  to 
destroy  effectually  the  railroad  tracks  in  and  about  Jack- 
son, and  all  the  property  belonging  to  the  enemy. 

Accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  May  15th,  one  division 
was  set  to  work  to  destroy  the  railroad  and  property  to 
the  south  and  east  of  tho  city,  including  the  Peari  River 
bridge,  whiie  another  division  was  engaged  on  the  road  to 
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the  north  and  west.  This  work  of  destruction  was  so  well 
performed,  that  the  utility  of  Jacksoo  as  a  railroad  or  mil- 
itary centre,  or  as  a  depot  of  stores  or  military  supplies, 
was  completely  destroyed  for  the  time  being.  The  roads 
were  laid  waste  for  at  least  four  miles  to  the  east  of  Jaek- 
son,  three  miles  south,  three  miles  north,  and  nearly  ten 
miles  west.  Cavalry  raids  were  also  sent  along  the  road 
running  towards  Meridian,  and  cut  the  railroad  at  Bran- 
don and  elsewhere. 

In  the  city  itself,  the  arsenal  braiding,  government 
fouudcry,  a  gun  carriage  establishment,  including  the  car- 
riages for  two  complete  batteries  of  artUlery,  military  car- 
penter's shop,  stables  and  paint  shops  were  St  once  de- 
stroyed. Some  convicts  who  had  broken  loose  Buceeeded 
in  setting  fire  to  the  ■penitentiary  during  the  time  the  inili- 
tary  were  thus  engaged.  A  valuable  cotton  factory  was 
also  demolished.  General  Sherman,  in  speaking  of  the  de- 
Sti-uction  of  this  establishment,  says :  "  This  factory  was 
the  property  of  the  Messrs.  Greene,  who  made  strong  ap- 
peals, based  on  the  fact  that  it  gave  employmerit  to  very 
(nany  females  and  poor  families ;  and  that,  although  it  had 
woven  cloth  for  the  enemy,  its  principal  use  was  in  weav- 
ing cloth  for  the  people.  But  I  decided  that  machinery 
of  that  kind  could  so  easily  he  converted  into  hostile  uses, 
that  the  United  States  could  better  afford  to  compensate 
the  Messrs,  Greene  for  their  property,  and  for  the  poor 
families  thus  thrown  out  of  employment,  than  to  spare  the 
property.  I  therefore  assured  all  such  families  that  if 
want  shouldforcethem,  they  might  come  to  the  river,  where 
we  would  feed  them  until  they  could  find  employment  or 
seek  refuge  in  some  more  peaceful  land." 

The  following  letter  from  an  army  correspondent  eon- 
tains  incidents  of  interest  concerning  the  march  to  and 
oceupation  of  the  city  of  Jncksou  : — 
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The  Union  army  have  undisturbed  possession  of  Jackson,  the  capitnl 
of  MisBiEsippi,  and  the  head-quartera  of  tho  Kebel  Department  of  Missis- 
Bippi  and  Eastern  Louisiana.  The  Federal  flag  floats  gracefully  frorath.5 
dome  of  the  State  House,  Yankee  soldiers  are  patroling  Ihe  streets,  piis- 
onors  are  gathering  at  the  guardhouse,  the  sicit  ia  tlie  hospitals  are  be- 
ing paroled,  negroes  are  grinmng  from  the  sidewalks,  citizens  look 
eilently  and  sullenly  at  us  from  behind  screens  and  closed  window- 
blinds,  and  all  the  detsula  of  military  government  are  in  full  operation. 

TVe  oncttmped  at  Eajmond  on  Tuesday  night,  and  early  Wednesday 
morning  started  for  Clinton,  a  small  town  on  the  Vieksburg  and  Jaolt- 
Bon  Railroad.  It  waa  coa^derod  indiapensahly  necessary  for  the  suc- 
cess of  our  movement  upon  Ticksbni^,  that  we  sliould  have  possession 
of  the  railroad  and  the  city  of  Jaokeon.  "We  reached  Clinl«n  at  night- 
fall, imd  wont  into  camp. 

Durmg  tl»e  night,  a  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Captain  TresU- 
ian,  of  General  Logan's  staff,  moved  out  oh  the  railroad  east  and  west 
of  Clinton,  and  destroyed  it,  tearing  up  the  rails  and  burning  every 
bridge  and  the  timbers  across  every  cattle  guard  for  four  miles  each  side 
of  the  village.  The  telegraph  office  and  the  post  office  were  seized  and 
rifled  of  theu^  precious  contents.  From  this  source  most  valuable  infor- 
mation of  the  enemy's  fiiture  movements  was  obtained  In  tlie  eiprcaa 
packages  left  by  the  train  of  oars  which  steamed  out  of  town  just  aa 
our  advance  came  in  sight,  several,  orders  from  General  Johnston  were 
discovered,  and  a  package  of  Confederate  scrip. 

At  CHnton  a  hundred  prisoners  were  found,  occupants  of  rebel  hospi- 
tals.   These  were  paroled,  and  taken  in  charge  by  tlie  citizens. 

At  daylight  Thursday  morning,  the  army  was  on  tho  road  to  Jaokson, 
moving  in  line  of  battle.  A  strong  advance  guard  waa  thrown  out,  and 
a  heavy  Une  of  skirmishers  on  the  right  and  left  flank,  and  thus  we 
moved  in  the  direction  of  the  city, 

All  was  quiet  for  the  first  five  or  sii:  miles,  until  we  reached  a  hill 
overlooking  a  broad  open  field,  througli  the  centre  of  which,  and  over 
the  crest  of  the  hill  beyond  which  the  road  to  Jackson  passes.  On  tho 
left  of  this  hill  the  enemy  had  posted  his  artillery,  and  along  the  crest 
his  line  of  battle.  From  the  foot  of  the  acclivity,  and  not  a  mile  re- 
moved, we  could  see  the  long  line  of  rebel  infantry  awaitmg  in  silence 
our  onset.  Slowly  and  cautiously  we  moved  up  the  hill  until  we  came 
within  range,  when  aU  at  once,  upon  the  heights  to  the  right,  we  dis- 
covered a  puff  of  white  smoke  and  heard  the  report  of  booming  cannon, 
followed  by  the  shrill  scream  of  an  eiploding  shell     One  of  our  batt!>- 
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ries  was  moTed  to  the  left  of  a  cotton  gin  in  the  open  Beld,  midwaj  be- 
tween the  enemy's  line  of  battle  and  ihe  foot  of  the  hill,  and  played 
upon  the  rebel  battery  with  tolling  efifect.  The  duel  was  kept  up  with 
great  spirit  on  both  sides  I'or  nearly  an  hour,  when  all  at  once  it  ceased 
by  the  withdrawal  of  the  enemy's  guns.  Two  brigades  were  thrown 
out  to  the  right  and  left  of  this  battery,  supported  by  another  brigade  at 
proper  distance.  A  strong  line  of  akirmisiiers  had  been  pushed  forward 
and  posted  in  a  ravine  just  in  front,  whicli  protected  them  from  rebel 
fire.  After  a  little  delay,  fbej  were  again  advaDoed  out  of  cover,  and 
for  several  minutes  a  desultory  fire  was  kept  up  between  both  lines  of 
skirmishers,  in  which,  owing  to  the  topographical  nature  of  the  ground, 
the  enemy  had  the  advant^e. 

At  last  General  Crocker,  who  was  on  the  field  and  had  personally  in- 
spected the  position,  saw  thal^  unless  the  enemy  could  be  driven  from 
his  occupation  of  the  crcat  of  the  hill,  he  would  be  forced  to  retire.  He 
therefore  ordered  a  charge  along  the  line.  With  colors  Hying,  and 
with  a  slop  as  measured  and  unbroken  as  if  on  dress  parade,  the  move- 
meat  was  eiecuted.  Slowly  they  advanced,  crossed  the  narrow  ravine, 
and,  wili  fixed  bayonets,  rose  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  easy  range  of  the 
rebel  line.  Here  they  received  a  tremendous  volley,  which  caused  pain- 
ful gaps  in  their  ranks.  They  held  their  Are  uatU  they  were  within  a 
distance  of  thirty  paces,  when  they  delivered  the  returning  volley  with 
fearful  effect,  and,  without  waiting  to  reload  their  musketa,  with  a  ter- 
rific yell  they  rushed  upon  the  Bta^ered  foe. 

Over  the  fences,  through  the  brushwood,  into  the  enclosure,  Uiey 
worked  their  way,  and  slaughtered  r^ht  and  left  without  mercy.  The 
enemy,  astonished  at  their  impetuosity,  wavered  and  fell  back,  rallied 
again,  and  finally  broke  in  wild  confusion.  The  brave  Union  soldiers 
gained  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  the  rebels  fled  in  utter  terror.  Our 
boys  reloaded  their  muaketa  and  sent  the  terrible  missiles  after  the  flee- 
ing rebels,  adding  haste  to  their  terrified  flight  They  cast  muskets  and 
blankets  to  tlie  ground,  unslung  their  knapsacks,  and  ran  like  greyhounds, 
nor  stopped  to  look  back  until  they  reached  the  intrenchmenta  just 
within  the  city. 

Meantime  General  Sherman,  who  had  left  Raymond  the  day  before, 
and  taken  the  road  to  the  right  just  beyond  the  town,  came  up  with  the 
left  wing  of  the  enemy's  forces  and  engaged  them  with  artillery.  They 
made  a  feeble  resislUDoe,  and  they,  too,  broke  and  ran. 

After  a  delay  of  half  an  hour,  to  enable  our  wearied  soldiers  to  taks 
breath,  our  column  moved  forward  again. 
11 
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We  reached  the  fori,  and  found  a  aagiiifieeiit  battery  of  aii  pieces, 
which  the  enemy  had  left  behmd  him,  and  a  hundred  new  tents,  await- 
ing appropriation. 

The  hospital  ft^  waa  flying  ftom  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute,  and 
thia  was  crowded  with  aick  and  wounded  soldiers,  who,  of  course,  fell 
into  our  handsas  prisoners  of  war.  Opposite  and  all  around  this  building 
were  tents  enough  to  encamp  an  entire  divisioa,  and  just  in  front  of  it, 
hauled  out  by  the  roadside,  were  two  email  breech-loading  two-pounder 
rifles,  which  had  been  used  to  pick  off  officers. 

Further  down  the  street  wo  found  a  pile  of  boming  caissons,  and  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  directly  in  front  of  the  Confederate  Uouse, 
the  stores,  fiEed  with  eommiasary  and  qoarlfirniaster'B  supplies,  were 
briskly  consuming. 

Directly  in  front  of  us  the  State  House  loomed  up  in  ample  proportions. 
Two  officers,  taking  possession  of  the  flag  of  one  of  the  regiments,  gal- 
loped rapidly  forward,  and  hoisted  it  from  the  flag-ataEf  surmounting  its 
broad  dome.  The  beautiful  flag  was  seen  in  the  distance  by  the  adyana- 
ing  column,  and  with  cheers  and  congratulations  it  was  greeted. 

We  had  captured  Jackson,  the  hotbed  of  the  rebellion.  Guaj^s  were 
established,  a  provostmarshal  appointed,  and  tbo  city  placfld  under 
martial  law.  The  ciliieus,  particularly  those  who  sustained  official  re- 
lations to  the  State  and  rebel  goTsmmenta,  had  left  the  city  the  evening 
before;  but  there  were  many  soldiers  left  behind,  and  a  lai^e  number  in 
hospital,  who  fell  Into  our  hands. 

The  State  Treasurer  and  Governor  Pettus*  were  gone,  taking  the  ftmda 
uid  State  papers  with  them.  A  lai^o  amount  of  government  and  mili- 
tary property  fell  into  our  hands;  but  prirata  property  was  altj^ther 
unmolested.  The  oEBees  of  the  Memphis  A'pgtal  and  Jackson  Mississip- 
pian  wore  removed  lie  preceding  night — the  former  to  Brandon  and  the 
latter  to  Mobile. 

We  now  have  quiet  and  undisturbed  possession  of  Jackson. 
One  portion  of  tbo  rebel  force  has  moved  out  on  the  Canton  road,  and 
the  ottieron  the  road  sonti.  of  the  city,  whence  tbey  will  both  doubUess 
make  a  detour  around  Jackson,  outside  of  our  lines,  and  unite  at  Ed- 
wards's Station,  on  the  Ticksburg  and  Jadcson  Railroad,  where  the  citi- 
zens say  they  will  give  ua  battle.f 

*  See  Proclamation  in  Chapter  XXXII.,  pages  228,  229. 
t  Mw  Tork  BenM  correspondence,  under  date  of  Jackson,  Mias.,  May 
lUh,1863. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

THE  ADTANCE  BHNEWED. CilAMPIOJs's  HIH. 

General  Geant,  after  he  had  taken  possession  of  the 
State  capital  of  Misaissippi  on  May  I4th,  obtained  some 
very  important  information  relative  to  the  plans  of  the  rebel 
army,  and  among  other  things  ascertained  that  General 
Johnston  had  ordered  General  Pemberton  peremptorily  to 
move  out  of  Vicltsburg  and  attackthe  United  States  forces 
in  the  rear,  Aa  soon  as  General  Grant  was  satisfied  of  the 
correctness  of  this  information,  he  at  once  ordered  the 
Thirteenth  Army  Corps  and  General  Blair's  Division  of  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Corps  to  face  their  troops  toward  Bolton, 
with  a  view  of  marching  upon  Edwards's  Station.  These 
troops  being  admirably  located  for  such  a  move,  raarehed 
along  different  roads  converging  near  Bolton,  and  the  move- 
ment resulted  in  a  complete  success.  The  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps  was  ordered  to  retrace  its  steps  to  Clinton, 
and  commenced  its  march  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th  of  May.  The  balance  of  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps 
was  left  at  Jackson  to  destroy  every  thing  that  might  have 
been  or  was  capable  of  being  used  in  a  hostile  manner  by 
the  enemy. 

At  half  past  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of 
May,  a  division  of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  occupied 
Bolton,  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners,  and  driving  away 
the  rebel  pickets  from  the  post. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  General  Grant  re- 
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moved  his  head -quarters  to  Clinton,*  where  he  arrived  at 
about  a  quarter  to  five  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  having  passed  through 
Clinton  to  the  support  of  the  right  of  the  Thirteenth 
Corps,  General  Grant  ordered  General  McClernand  to 
move  his  command  early  the  next  morning  upon  Edwards's 
Station,  marching  so  as  to  feel  the  enemy ;  but  not  to 
brmg  on  a  general  engagement  unless  ho  felt  sure  of  de- 
feating the  force  before  him.  In  accordance  with  this  or- 
der, cavalry  roconnoissances  were  sent  out  toward  the 
picket  lines  of  the  enemy  ;  three  good  roads  were  discov- 
ered leading  from  the  Bolton  and  Raymond  road  to  Ed- 
wards's station  ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth  of  May, 
the  necessary  orders  were  given  for  the  advance  of  the 
corps  on  the  morrow. 

The  following  account  of  the  battle  of  Champion's  Hill 
is  given  by  a  participant : 

The  programme  of  tho  advance  wna  arranged  by  General  Grant  and 
Genera!  McClemandaa  follows:— Extreme  left,  General  Smitb,  supported 
by  Gensral  Bliur:  on  the  right  of  General  Smith,  General  Osterhaus, 
supported  by  General  Care ;  General  Hovey  in  the  centre,  with  General 
McPterson'a  Corps  on  the  eitreme  right,  with  General  Crocker,  as  re- 
aerve.  In  this  order  the  advance  was  made.  General  MeClemand'a 
Corps,  with  the  eiccption  of  General  Hovey's  Division,  reaching  the 
poaitionhy  way  of  the  BBTeral  roads  leadingfrom  Raymond  to  Edwards's 
Station. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th,  General  Mcaemand  heard  that  theenemy 
were  advancing  from  Edwards's  Station,  and  quickly  placed  his  troops  m 
order  of  battle  to  repel  the  anticipated  attack.  Eitenaive  reeonnoia- 
Bances  revealed  the  fact,  however,  that  he  was  merely  feeling  his  posi- 
tion and  force,  and  that  no  attack  need  be  eipeoted  that  day. 

The  enemy's  first  demonstration  was  upon  our  eitreme  left,  which 

*  It  will  be  plainly  seen  that  during  tlio  successive  changes  in  the  po- 
sition of  the  army,  General  Grant  was  always  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  his  fighting  troops,  directing  their 
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they  attempted  to  turn.  This  attempt  waa  most  gallantly  repulsed  by 
General  6mitll,  commmding  the  left  wing.  At  seven  o'clock  the  skir- 
mishera  were  actively  engaged;  and  as  the  enemy  sought  the  cover  of 
the  foreat  our  artillery  Ere  was  opened, which  continued  without  intermia- 
aion  for  two  hours.  At  tliis  time  General  Ransom's  Brigade  marched 
on  the  field,  and  took  up  a  position  as  reserve  behind  General  Carr. 

Now  the  battlB  rsged  fearfully  along  the  entire  lino,  the  evident  inten- 
tion of  the  eoemy  being  id  mass  hia  forces  upon  Hoveyou  the  centre. 
There  the  fight  was  most  earnest;  but  General  McPherson  brought  his 
forcefl  into  the  field,  and  after  four  hours  hard  fighting  the  tide  of  bat- 
tle was  turned  and  the  enemy  forced  to  retire. 

Disappointed  in  his  movemonls'upon  our  right,  the  rohela  turned  their 
attention  to  the  left  of  Hovey's  division,  where  Colonel  Slack  command- 
ed a  brigade  of  Indianians.  Massing  his  forces  here,  the  enemy  hurled 
them  against  the  opposing  oolumna  with  irresistible  impetuosity,  and 
forced  them  to  fall  back :  not,  however,  until  eX  least  one  quarter  of  the 
troops  comprising  the  br^de  were  eitlier  killed  or  wonodeii.  Taking 
a  new  position,  and  receiving  fresh  re-enforooments,  our  soldiers  again 
attempted  to  stem  the  tide,  this  time  with  eminent  success.  The  enemy 
was  beaten  back,  and  compelled  to  seek  the  cover  of  Die  forest  iu  his 
rear.  Following  up  their  advantage,  without  waiting  to  reform,  the 
soldiers  of  the  Western  army  fiied  their  bayonets  and  cliarged  into  the 
woods  after  them.'  The  rebels  n-ere  seized  with  en  uncontrollable  panic, 
and  thought  only  of  escape.  In  this  terrible  charge  men  were  slaugh- 
tered without  mercy.  The  ground  was  htiirally  covered  with  the  dead 
and  dying.  The  enemy  scattered  in  every  direction,  and  rushed  through 
the  fields  to  reach  the  column  now  moving  to  the  west  along  the  Ticks, 
burg  road.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  tlio  battle  was  over  and 
the  victory  won. 

Of  the  part  taken  in  this  battle  by  McPherson's  Corps,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  say  that  it  rendered  the  moat  efficient  and  satisfactory  as- 
siatance.     To  it  belongs  the  credit  of  winning  the  fight  on  the  aitrcme 

The  battle  ended,  the  left  wing  waa  speedily  advanced  upon  tho 
Vicksburg  road,  driving  the  enemy  rapidly  before  them,  and  picking  up 
as  they  advanced  numbers  of  prisoners  and  guns. 

On  the  left  of  the  road  we  could  see  large  squads  of  rebel  soldiers 
Bud  commands  cut  off  from  the  main  column,  and  whom  we  engaged  at 
intervais  with  artillery. 

Thus  we 'pursued  the  enemy  until   nearly  darlt,  wlien  we  entered 
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the  little  village,  known  by  the  name  of  Edwards'')  Station  just  as  the 
enemy  was  leaving  it. 

Wlien  within  rifle  range  of  the  station,  we  d  3  oTered  on  the  lei\ 
a  lai^  building  in  flames,  and  on  tlie  right  a  smaller  one  Irom  wMefc, 
just  tlien,  iasued  a  series  of  magnifieent  esploaions  The  former  coa- 
tained  coramiHSsary  sl^jrce^  and  the  latter  fihell  and  ammunit  on — -live 
oarJoflda — brought  down  from  Ticksburg  on  the  mum  nj,of  the  day  of 
the  battle.  In  their  hasty  eiit  from  Edwards  B  Stat  on  the  rebels  could 
not  take  this  ammunition  with  them,  but  cona  gned  it  to  the  flames 
rather  than  it  should  fall  into  our  hands.  Web  von  (,  m  line  of 
baltlo  to-night,  aud  to-morrow  move  upon  the  bridge  atrobs  E  g  Black 

The  following  extracts  from  General  McClernand's  offi- 
cial report  will  also  prove  interesting,  inaamuoh  as  it  sets 
forth  the  part  V,\kea  by  General  Grant  in  this  brilliaat 

The  different  divisions  were  started  at  different  hours,  in  oonse. 
quenee  of  the  different  distances  they  had  to  march,  which  was  designed 
to  secure  a  parallel  advance  of  the  different  columns.  Believing  that 
General  Hovey's  Division  needed  support,  I  sent  a  dispatch  to  General 
Grant,  requesting  that  General  McPherson'a  Corps  _shonld  also  move 
forward.  Assurances  altogether  satisfactory  were  ^ven  by  the  Gen- 
eral, and  I  felt  confident  of  our  superiority. 

After  alluding  to  the  demonstrations  made  in  the  early 
part  of  the  contest,  General  McClemand  continues : — 

Early  notifying  Major-Qeneral  Grant  and  Mnjor-Gsneral  MoPherson 
what  had  transpired  on  the  left,  I  requested  the  latter  to  cosjperate  with 
my  forc?Ba  on  the  right,  aud  directed  General  Hovey  to  advance  prompt- 
ly but  carefully,  and  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Hovey  informing 
me  that  lie  had  found  the  enemy  strongly  posted  in  front ;  that  General 
MoPherson's  Corps  was  behind  him;  that  his  right  ilank  would  probably 
encounter  severe  resistance ;  and  inquiring  whether  he  should  bring  on 
the  impendii^  battle.  My  command  was  now  about  four  miles  from  Ed- 
wards's Station,  and  immediately  informing  Major-Ganeral  Grant,  wliom 
I  understood  to  be  em  the  field,  of  the  position  oi"  affairs,  I  inquired  whether 
I  should  bring  on  a  general  engagement.    A  djspateli  from  tho  General, 

*  Army  correspondence  of  the  New  York  Herald,  May  30,  1863. 
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dated  at  thirty-five  minutes  past  noon,  came,  directing  ma  to  throw  for» 
ward  akirmiahers  as  soon  as  my  forces  were  on  hand,  to  feel  and  attack 
the  enemy  in  force,  if  opportuoity  occurred,  and  infi/rming  me  thai  he 
VMS  wiSt  Hbiiey  and  McPkerson,  and  wovid  ses  that  they  fully  co-opeToted. 
Meanwhile,  a  line  of  skirmishers  bad  encountered  Generals  Oaterhaua 
and  Smith's  Divisions,  closing  up  the  narrow  space  between  tbeni.  *  * 
These  measures  bad  been  taken  in  compliance  wiik  General  Groat's 
orders,  boned  ort  injormatioa  of  which  he  had  advised  me,  that  the  enemy 
ime  in  greatest  strmgth  in  front  of  my  centre  and  left,  catd  might  («m  my 
Uft  flank  and  gam  my  rear.  *  •  *  Instantly  upon  tiie  re- 
ceipt of  General  Grant's  order  to  attaclc,  I  hastened  to  do  so. 

Then  follows  an  account  of  that  part  of  the  battle  In 
■which  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  participated,  the  details 
of  which  will  be  found  Id  the  army  correspondence  imme- 
diately preceding  the  foregoing  extracts,  and  in  General 
Grant's  report.* 

The  following  is  General  Johnston's  dispatch  announcing 
tlie  defeat  of  the  rebel  forces : 

Camp  Between  LivnjQSTon  and  BBOWUSTniB,  HiSS.,  I 
May  18,  1863.  f 

To  General  S.  CoopeB: 

Lieuteoant-General  Pemberton  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  on  the 
morning  of  the  lUth  inst.,  near  Edwards's  Dep&t,  and,  after  nine  hours 
fighting,  was  compelled  to  &11  back  behind  the  Big  Black. 

J.  E.  JOHKSTOB,  Geaeriil-Com,maiodisig. 

The  dispatch  also  shows  the  position  of  the  forces  that 
retreated  from  Jackson,  and  how,  by  General  Grant's  rapid 
moTementa,  they  had  been  cut  off  from  forming  a  junction 
with  Pemberton. 

♦  Appendis  G. 


d^vGoogle 


GENBIU.L  GBAKC 


CHAPTER    XXXV. 


BATTLE   OF  BIG  BLACK  EIVBE. 

Before  leaving  Clifton,  General  Grant  notified  General 
Sherman  of  the  approaching  engagement  at  Edwards's  Sta- 
tion, and  ordered  him  to  advance  upon  Bolton  as  quickly 
as  possible.  The  dispatch  was  received  on  the  morning 
of  May  16th,  and  with  hia  usual  promptitude  one  of  his 
divisions  marched  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  and  he 
followed  with  the  other  at  noon. 

The  whole  corps  marched  during  that  day  from  Jack- 
son to  Bolton,  nearly  twenty  miles,  and  the  next  morning, 
Blay  17th,  by  order  of  General  Grant,  resumed  the  march 
by  a  road  lying  north  of  Baker's  Creek  to  Bridgeport  on 
the  Big  Black  River,  where  it  arrived  at  noon.  At  this 
point  General  Blair's  Divison,  also  by  order  of  General 
Grant,  rejoined  the  command. 

The  success  at  Champion's  Hill  waa  the  cause  of  this 
change  of  route,  and  as  the  enemy  had  fallen  back  over 
the  Big  Black  River  towards  Vicksburg,  it  was  necessary 
tkat  means  of  crossing  should  be  supplied  to  the  pursuing 
troops.  When  Genera!  Sherman  arrived  at  Bridgeport, 
he  found  that  General  Grant  had  looked  after  this  vital 
point,  for  in  his  official  report  he  says :  "  There  I  found 
General  Blair's  Division  and  the  pcmtoon  train."  The 
pontoon  bridge  was  l^d,  and  two  divisions  crossed  tho 
river  that  night,  the  third  following  the  next  morning. 

The  defeated  rebels  fell  back  from  Edwards's  Station  to 
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the  Black  River,  which  they  crossed  by  meana  of  the  rail- 
road bridge  At  daylight  on  May  17th,  the  pursuit  was 
renewed  with  General  McClernand'a  Thirteenth  Army 
Corps  in  thfi  advance.  The  enemy  was  found  strongly 
posted  on  botii  sides  of  the  Black  River.  At  this  point  of 
tlie  stream  the  bluffs  extend  to  the  water's  edge  on  the  west 
or  Vicksbarg  bank,  while  on  the  east  side  is  an  open,  culti- 
vated bottom  of  nearly  one  mile  in  width,  surrounded  by  a 
bayou  of  stagnant  water  from  two  to  three  feet  hi  depth, 
and  from  ten  to  twenty  feet  in  width,  I'unning  from  the 
river  above  the  railroad  to  the  river  below.  The  enemy, 
by  constructing  a  line  of  rifle-pits  along  the  inside  edge 
of  this  bayou,  had  formed  it  into  a  natural  ditch  before  a 
fortified  work.  The  spot  was  well  chosen  for  defence,  and 
gave  to  the  enemy  every  advantage. 

The  position  bad,  however,  to  be  carried  before  Vicksburg 
could  be  reached ;  and  notwithstanding  the  level  ground  over 
which  a  portion  of  tlie  troops  had  to  pass  without  cover,  and 
the  great  obstacleof  the  bayou  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works, 
the  charge  was  gallantly  and  successfully  made,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  the  entire  garrison  with  seventeen  pieces  of  artillery 
were  the  trophies  of  this  brilliant  and  daring  movement. 

When  the  rebels  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  discov- 
ered that  the  position  on  the  level  below  was  sure  to  he 
taken,  they  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  by  fire  with  the 
intent  of  preventing  General  Grant's  army  from  crossing 
the  Big  Black  River ;  but  in  this  operation  they  merely  cat 
off  every  chance  of  escape  for  the  garrison  on  the  eastern 
baTik,  and  the  men  were  therefore  all  taken  prisoners  with 
tlieir  arms  and  equipments. 

An  eye-witness  of  the  struggle  at  the  Black  River  bridge 
gives  the  following  aeoount  of  the  battle : 

I'he  battle  of  Big  Black  bridge  was  fought  on  Sunday,  May  llth,  the 
day  after  tlie  battle  of  Chains  on's  UDl.     In  this  spiriteil  engagement 
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only  tie  Tliirteentli  Army  Corps  was  engaged.  It  is  superfluoua  to  add 
that  the  troops  comprising  this  corps  fouglit  as  they  always  do,  eicellently 
wea*  In  the  morning,  afteranight's  bivouac  on  the  hill  oTarlooking  the 
tillage  of  Edwards's  Station,  the  oolumn  with  MeClemand  at  its  head 
moved  towards  Black  River  bridge.  The  dtiiens  who  were  questioned 
on  the  subject,  said  the  position  was  strongly  fortified  at  the  crossing, 
and  we  naturally  thought  the  enemy  would  make  stubborn  reaistauce 
there.  We  were  not  surprised,  therefore,  to  learn  tliat  our  advance 
guard  was  fired  upon  by  the  rebel  pickets  as  the  column  moved  towards 
the  river. 

The  country  between  Edwards's  Station  and  the  bridge  loses  that 
hilly  and  broken  character  which  distinguishes  the  region  further  east, 
and  spreads  out  into  a  broad  and  fertile  plain,  over  which  we  moved 
rapidly.  There  were  no  commanding  hills  whence  they  conld  poiir  a 
deadly  fire  into  our  ranks;  but  there  were  numerona  patches  of  forest, 
under  the  cover  and  from  the  edge  of  which  they  could  easily  enfilade 
the  open  fields  by  the  roadside.  There  was  such  a  one  a  mile  east  of 
the  intrcnchments  where  the  main  picket-guard  was  stationed.  Here 
determined  resistance  was  first  made. 

General  Carr's  division  had  tlie  estrerae  advance  of  the  column,  and 
opened  and  ended  the  engagement.  Hastily  deploying  a  heavy  line  of 
skirmishers  to  tlie  right  of  the  road,  backed  up  by  the  two  brigades  of 
Oarr's  DlTision  in  line  of  battle  behind  it,  with  General  Osterhaus's  Di- 
vision on  the  loft  of  the  road  similarly  disposed,  General  MoCiernand  gave 
the  order  to  advance.  Soon  in  the  deptlis  of  the  thick  forest  the  skir- 
mishers of  both  armies  were  hotly  engaged,  while, batteries  of  artillery 
planted  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  poured  shot  and  shell  into  the 
fort  most  furiously.  The  guns  in  the  iutrenchmeuts  replied  wilii  vigor 
and  spirit.  Almost  the  first  sliot  dropped  in  the  caisson  belonging  to  a 
Wiscou^n  battery,  and  exploded  its  contents,  slightly  wounding  General 
Osterhaus,  and  Captain  Foster,  of  the  battery,  and  very  seriously  injur- 
ing two  gunners.  General  Osterhaus  being  thus  disabled,  the  command 
of  his  division  was  temporarily  given  to  Brigadier-General  A.  L.  Lee, 

After  skirmishing  had  continnedfor  anhour,duringwhieh  the  enemy 
gave  way  and  sought  the  cover  of  his  intrenchments,  the  order  was  given 
to  the  several  brigade  commanders,  on  the  right,  to  advance  and  charge 

*  It  will  be  rememliered  that  tl 
troops  who  had  participated  in  th( 
and  Corinth,  under  General  Grant. 
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the  enemy's  workfl.  The  order  woa  receired  with  cheers;  and  when  tho 
word  "  Forward'"  was  spoken,  steadily  and  splendidly  tho  hrave  boys 
mo*od  up  to  the  assault.  The  enemy  crouched  down  behind  the  breast- 
works. A  portioa  of  them,  stationed  in  a  Curtain  of  the  fort,  whence 
they  wore  ahle  to  get  s.  cross-fire  upon  the  column,  reserved  their  volley 
until  wo  were  within  eosy  musket  range  of  the  intrenohmenta,  when  they 
swept  the  adyandng  line  with  their  terribie  lire.  The  broTe  boys  lost 
in  that  fearful  volley  one  hundred  and  fifty  men;  yet  they  faltered  not 
nor  turned  their  steps  backward.  They  waded  the  bayou,  delivering 
their  fire  as  they  reached  the  other  bank,  and  rushed  upon  the  enemy 
with  filed  bayonets.  So  quickly  was  all  tJiiB  accomplished,  that  the 
enemy  had  not  time  to  reload  their  guns,  and  were  forced  to  Biirrender. 

The  battle  was  ended,  and  the  fort,  with  three  thousand  priaoaera, 
sovoutcen  piecea  of  artillery — some  of  them  captured  from  ourselves, 
and  bearing  appropriate  inscriptions — several  thousand  stand  of  arms^ 
and  a  large  supply  of  corn  and  commissary  stores,  fell  into  our  hands. 

Tlie  enemy  had,  earlier  in  the  day,  out  of  the  hulls  of  thrao  steam- 
boats,  oonatruoted  a  bridge,  over  which  he  had  passed  the  main  body 
of  hie  army.  Aa  the  chai^  was  made,  and  it  became  evident  that  wa 
should  capture  the  position,  they  burned  this  bridge,  and  also  the  rail- 
road bridge  across  the  river  just  above. 

In  the  afternoon  several  attempts  wore  made  to  cross  the  river,  but 
the  sharpshooters  Uned  the  bluffs  beyond  and  entirely  prevented  it. 
Later,  ttje  main  body  of  aharpaliootera  wore  dispersed  by  our  artihery. 
It  was  not,  however,  safe  to  stand  upon  the  bank,  or  cross  the  open 
field  east  of  the  bridge,  until  after  dark,  when  the  enemy  withdrew 
altogether.* 

*  New  York  Eeraid  correspondence,  under  date  of  May  ]  7th,  16S3. 


d^vGoogle 


GBHEBAL  GKANT 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

APPEOACHIKG    VICKSBUEG. — INTESTMBST, — F1E5T   ASSAULT. 

Geneeal  Shbbmatt,  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps,  during 
the  time  the  battle  of  Black  River  was  being  fought,  had 
BB  before  stated,  reached  Bridgeport.  By  the  morning  of 
May  18th,  he  had  crossed  his  command  to  the  west  side  of 
the  Black  River,  and  was  ready  for  the  onward  march.  It 
appears,  by  General  Grant's  report,  that  "  the  only  pontoon 
train  with  the  expedition  was  with  him;"  and  as  the  rebels 
had  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge,  it  became  necessaiy,  in 
order  to  get  the  Thirteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps  across 
the  river,  to  build  floating  bridges,  which  were  construct- 
ed during  the  night  of  May  17th,  and  early  morning  of 
the  next  day. 

At  eight  o'clock,  on  th^  morning  of  May  18th,  the  two 
army  corps  were  ready  to  make  the  crossing.  The  Fif- 
teenth Corps  was  now  ordered  in  the  advance,  and  com- 
menced moving  along  the  Bridgeport  and  Vicksburg  road 
at  a  very  early  hour. 

As  the  corps  arrived  within  three  and  a  half  miles  of 
Vicksburg,  the  men  turned  to  the  right,  to  get  possession 
of  the  Walnut  Hills,  and  to  open  a  communication  with  the 
fleet  in  the  Yazoo  River.  This  manceuvre  was  successfully 
accompHshed  by  the  evening  of  May  18th. 

The  Seventeenth  Corps  followed  the  Jackson  road  until 
it  connected  with  the  same  road  previously  taken  by  the 
Fifteenth.  The  former  then  took  up  the  line  of  march  to 
the  rear  of  the  latter,  and  at  about  nightfall  arrived  at  the 
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point  of  the  road  where  General  Sherman  had  turned  off 
towards  the  Yazoo  River. 

The  Thirteenth  Corps  had  moved  by  the  Jackson  and 
Vicksburg  road  to  Mount  Albans,  whence  it  turned  to  the 
left,  for  the  purpose  of  striking  the  Baldwin's  Ferry  road. 

"  By  this  disposition,"  says  General  Grant,  "  the  tiiree 
army  corps  covered  all  the  ground  their  strength  would 
admit  of,  and  by  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  May  the  in- 
vestment of  Vicksburg  was  made  as  complete  as  could  be 
by  the  forces  under  my  command." 

As  the  army  advanced,  it  was  continually  met  by  the 
rebel  skirmishers,  who  fell  back  steadily  to  their  works  be- 
fore the  city,  "  Relying,"  says  General  Grant,  "  upon  the 
demoraliiation  of  the  enenay,  in  conBequence  of  repeated 
defeats  outside  of  Vicksburg,  I  ordered  a  general  assault 
at  two  p.  M.,  on  this  day." 

At  the  appointed  signal,  the  line  of  the  Fifbeenth  Army 
Corps  advanced,  and  made  a  vigorous  assault ;  but  the 
other  two  coi-ps  euoceeiled  only  in  securing  advanced  posi- 
tions, where  they  were  covered  from  the  enemy's  fire. 

The  ground  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  by  which 
the  Fifteenth  Corps  advanced,  was  cut  up  in  deep  chasms, 
filled  with  standing  and  fallen  timber,  and  was  so  imprac- 
ticable that  the  line  was  slow  and  irregular  in  reaching  the 
trenches.  The  object  was,  however,  finally  attained,  and 
the  colors  of  the  Thirteenth  U.  S.  Infantry  planted  on  the 
exterior  slope  of  the  works.  But  this  was  not  accomplish- 
ed without  serious  loss.  Genera!  Sherman  reports  that 
the  "  commander  of  the  regiment  was  mortally  wounded, 
and  five  other  officers  were  wounded  more  or  less  severely. 
Seventy-seven,  out  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  are  re- 
ported killed  or  wounded."  Two  other  regiments  reached 
the  position  about  the  same  time,  held  their  ground,  and 
fired  upon  any  head  that  presented  itself  above  the  parapet; 
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but  it  was  found  impossible  to  enter  the  works.  The  fight 
was  continued  tiJl  night ;  but  the  men  were  still  outside  the 
defences,  and  the  assaulting  column  was  then  withdrawn  to 
a  more  sheUered  position,  for  the  purijose  of  bivouac. 

The  following  account  of  the  advance  and  assault,  is 
given  by  one  who  accompanied  the  main  army; 

The  army  crossed  the  river  early  on  Mondsy  morniog,  over  the  briJgo 
constructed  during  tlie  nlglit.  General  Oeterhaus's  Division  first  crossed, 
followed  by  Geoeral  A.  J.  Smith'a,  which  in  turn  was  followed  by 
McPlieraon's  Army  Corpa.  Sherman  had  continued  norUi  of  the  railroad 
from  Jaeksoa,  striking  Big  Black  River  a  little  west  of  Bridgeport. 
Hero  he  crossed  on  his  pontoon  bridge,  aod  moved  upon  the  Tickaburg 
and  Haines  Bluff  and  Spring  Dale  roads.  McPherson  moved  out  on 
tho  main  Tioksburg  ami  Jackaon  road,  while  MoClernand  took  posses- 
sion of  the  Baldwin's  Ferry  ruad. 

On  the  summit  of  the  high  bank  aeroaa  the  river  the  column  moved 
Uirough  the  camp  whence  the  night  before  the  enemy  made  his  hasty 
esit.  On  the  plateau  nearest  the  river,  before  the  hill  ia  reached, 
numerous  tents  were  left  standing,  just  as  the  occupants  had  hastily 
left  them.  They  could  not  be  deati-oyed  under  the  heavy  fire  of  our 
sfcirmishetB  posted  on  tho  hither  bank  of  the  river.  When  the  hill  waa 
reached,  we  found  abundant  evidence  of  the  demoralization  of  the  enemy. 
Several  pUea  of  gun-barrels,  with  stocks  but  half  consumed,  were  lying 
by  the  roadside.  Tents,  wagons,  and  gun-carriages  were  m  ashes,  com 
was  burning,  and  officers'  ba^age  and  soldiers'  clothing  were  scattered 
all  over  the  camp.  The  column  moved  to  Bovina,  where  no  evidence  of 
the  enemy  was  seen,  sate  a  rebel  hospital  filled  with  act  and  wounded. 
Uert  General  Grant  was  joined  ly  General  Dwight  from  Banks's  anny. 

At  Mount  Albans,  General  McClemand  turned  off  on  the  Baldwin's 
Ferry  road,  while  McPherson  kept  along  the  railroad  upon  the  main 
Vickaburg  road.  The  approaches  to  Vicksbui^  were  now  all  occupied, 
with  the  eioeption  of  that  by  way  of  Warrenton,  which  was  afterwarda 
occupied  by  MoArthur.  When  General  Sherman  crossed  the  river  at 
Bridgeport,  he  met  the  advant*  of  the  enemy,  which  hnmediately  turned 
back,  and,  it  is  rumored,  reached  Vicksburg  by  way  of  Warrenton  the 
next  day.     Thai  gap  is  muo  dosed,  and  if  ws  captars  Vicksburg  vie  shnll 

The  night  of  the  18th,  the  command  encamped  in  the  open  fields  oiit- 
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Bide  the  outerworks,  and  witliin  easj  ajtillsry  range  of  them — General 
McClernand,  with  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  on  tlio  left,  General  Mo- 
Plierson'a  Soveuteenth  Corps  in  tho  centre,  and  General  Sherman's  Pif- 
tcentli  Corps  on  the  right. 

At  daylight  on  the  IStb,  General  Grant  proceeded  to  move  upon  tho 
enemy's  works — a  seri&s  of  redotiUi  arranged  Ulilh  great  sMU,  and  extend- 
iny  from  the  rear  of  ffaines  Blaf  around  to  Bk  Warrenlon  road,  a  dis- 
tjnce  nf  from  eight  to  ten  miles. 

The  ground  by  which  they  are  approached  is  singularly  broken — a 
vast  plateau  upon  which  a  multitude  of  little  hills  seem  to  iiave  been 
sown  broadcast,  and  of  course  Vt  rebel  redoubts  teere  ao  disposed  as  to 
sweep  every  neigliioring  crest  and  enjitade  every  approacli. 

The  corps  of  General  Sherman  moved  up  on  the  ilainea'  Blufl'  road, 
by  a  sort  of  poetic  justice  taking  possession  of  the  ground  by  the  rear 
wiiich  he  had  once  vainly  attempted  to  gain  Trom  the  front.  McPhcrson 
advanced  on  the  Jackson  road,  and  covered  the  ground  frooi  the  lelV  of 
Slierman  to  the  railroad,  while  MeClernand's  Corps  occupied  the  front 
fi  om  the  railroad  to  the  extreme  left. 

The  action  began  by  a  slow  fire  from  our  artillery  along  tlie  whole 
line,  our  guns  having  a  pretty  long  range,  and  eliciting  but  feeble  re- 
sponse from  the  enemy. 

Al>out  noon,  Ost«rhaus's  Division  advanced  on  the  left  to  within  about 
sii  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  works,  Xo  find  themselves  confronted 
by  fifteen  redoubts,  with  their  rifle-pits,  which  opened  fire  upon  us 
whenever  we  appeared  oo  a  crest  or  through  a  hollow. 

The  guns  of  the  rebels  appeared  to  be  of  small  calibre,  throwing 
principally  grape  and  canister.  Our  skirmishers  were  thrown  further 
up;  but  little  firing  was  done  on  either  side. 

.At  two  o'clock  the  order  came  for  a  general  advance  upon  the  rebel 
works,  over  ground  which,  on  the  left,  at  least,  was  almost  imjiassoiile 
under  <fte  raoaf  %ieacefal  ciraamatancis.  Theorder  seemed  a  hard  one; 
yet  nothmg  is  too  bard  for  true  soldiers  to  \,vy. 

Getteral  A.  L.  Lee,  who  commandedthe  First  Brigade  of  Osterhaus's  Di- 
vision, and  was  in  the  advance,  determined  to  carry  out  liis  orders  if  their  ■ 
c.Teeutioa  was  possible.  Addressing  a  few  words  of  eheer  to  his  men,  ha 
placedhhnself  in  front  of  the  centre  of  his  brigade,  led  them  forward  in  line 
of  battle,  and  wastlie  first  man  to  gain  the  crest  of  the  hill  whiehhewaa 
attemptinjr  He  then  found  that  it  was  only  the  first  of  several  ridges 
which  were  to  bo  crossed,  the  ravines  between  which  were  swept  by 
tho  guns  of  the  enemy's  redoubt.     Still  ho  tried  to  press  on,  and  his 
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brignda  of  brave  fellows  to  follow  him,  the  air,  in  the  mean  time,  thick 
with  bullets  and  sheila;  but  a  ball  from  the  rifle  of  a  sharpshooter 
struck  him  on  the  face,  and  he  fell.  His  brigade  withdrew  a,  few  feet 
only,  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill  ou  which  they  had  just  raised,  and 
held  their  position ;  one  of  the  regiments  getting  so  favorable  a  point, 
that  they  were  able  to  remain  within  about  two  hundred  yards  of  one 
of  the  redoubts,  and  to  prevent  the  gunners  from  firing  a  single  shot. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  General  Lee,  though  Severely,  was  by  no  meana 
dangerously  wounded.  His  brigade  sustained  a  much  smaller  loss  than 
a  distant  observer  could  have  believed  possible. 

The  same  degree  of  success,  or  want  of  success,  attended  the  move- 
meot  along  the  wliole  line.  Our  forces  moved  very  close  to  the  works, 
and  then  remained  waiting  and  watching  for  the  nearer  approach  of  our 
artiUery.  At  nightfall  our  troops  retired  a  short  distance  and  went  into 
camp.  During  the  night  teavy  siege-guns  were  planted  by  us  for 
future  use,  our  light  artillery  moved  nearer,  and  a  slight  hw  k  n  as 
thrown  up  to  protect  them. 

To-day  (Wednesday,  May  2f)th),  the  heavy  guns  on  1  ft  p  n  d 
long  before  daylight.    As  heretofore,  the  enemy  have  fajl  d  ply 

Our  skirmishers  are  pushed  forward  withia  a  hundred  and  fifty  ya  ds 
of  the  whole  line  of  the  redoubts,  and  keep  so  sharp  a  1  k  ut  tt"  t  tl  e 
enemy  finds  it  impossible  to  work  Iiis  guns. 

On  the  centre  two  heavy  siege-guns  are  in  position  less  than  half  a 
mile  from  a  strong  fort  just  in  front  o(  tiiem,  so  near  that  the  Minid 
bullets  were  whistling  merrily  past  the  ears  of  the  workmen.  To- 
morrow they  will  open  on  the  fort. 

On  the  right,  Slierman  still  holds  his  line  of  skirmishers  well  up  to 
the  rebel  forW  on  his  front,  and  the  artillerists  are  trying  to  level  the 
rebel  works,  so  far  without  success.  During  onr  operationa  to-day 
thirty  or  forty  men  were  wounded.* 

General  Sherman,  in  making  his  movement  of  May  18th, 
towards  ihe  Yazoo  River,  as  before  stated,  acied  under 
General  Grant's  instructions,  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
communication  with  the  fleet  in  those  waters,  and  securing 
a  base  of  supplies  north  of  the  city  of  Vicksburg.  It  is 
therefore  necessary  to  show  how-  Admira]  Porter  bad  co- 

*  Army  correspondence  to  tha  New  Yo'k  Usrald,  under  date  of  May  20th. 
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3  with  General  Grant's  movements.  The  following 
report  will,  without  comment,  clearly  explain  hia  pro- 
ceedings in  the  front  of  Vieksburg  while  General  Grant 
was  acting  in  the  rear  : 

Flagship  Black  Hawk,  Uaines  Bluff,  1 
Yazoo  River,  May  20,  186a.  J 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  tlie  Savy  .- 

On.  the  morning  of  the  15th,  I  came  over  to  tlie  Tazoo,  to  be  ready  to 
co-operale  with  General  Grant.  Leaving  two  of  the  iron-dada  at  Red 
River,  one  at  Grand  Gulf,  one  at  Carthage,  three  at  Warrenkin,  and  two 
in  the  Yazoo,  left  me  a  small  force.  Still  I  disposed  of  them  to  the  best 
Gdiantage. 

On  the  18tb,  at  meridian,  firing  was  heard  in  tlie  rear  of  Tieksbiii^, 
iBhich  assicred  me  ikal  General  Gran!  was  approaching  the  city.  The  can- 
nonading was  kept  op  furiouslj  for  some  time,  when,  by  the  aid  of 
glasses,  I  diseerned a  company  of  our  artillery  advancing, laliingposition, 
and  drivrng  the  tebals  before  tiiem.  I  immedial«ly  saw  that  General 
Sherman's  Division  tad  come  on  to  the  left  of  Snyder's  Bluff,  and  that 
the  rebels  al  thai  place  had  been  cut  off  from  Joining  the  forces  in  the  city. 
I  dispatched  the  De  Kalb,  Lieutenant-Commander  Wallier;  Chootavir, 
Lieuteuant-Comraander  Ramaay;  Romeo,  Petrel,  and  Forest  Rose,  all 
under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commando r  Breese)  up  the  Yazoo,  to 
open  oomroucioation  in  that  way  with  Generals  Grant  and  Sherman. 

This  I  Bueaecded  in  doing,  and  in  three  hours  received  leikrs  /ram 
Generals  Grant,  Sherman,  and  Steele,  informing  me  of  this  vast  success, 
and  asking  me  to  send  up  provisions,  which  was  at  once  done. 

In  the  mean  time,  Lieutenant-Commander  Walker,  m  the  De  Kalb, 
pushed  on  to  Haines  Bluff,  which  the  enemy  had  commenced  evacuating 
the  day  before,  and  a  party  remained  behind  in  the  hopes  of  destroying 
or  taking  away  a  large  amount  of  ammunition  on  hand. 

Wlien  they  saw  Sie  gunboats,  they  ran  out  and  left  every  thing  in  good 
order — gvns,  forts,  tents,  and  equipage  of  all  kinds,  which  fell  into  our 
hands. 

As  soon  as  the  capture  of  Hames  Bluff  and  fourteen  forts  was  re- 
ported to  me,  I  shoved  up  the  gunboats  from  below  Vieksburg  to  fire 
at  the  hill  batteries,  which  fire  was  kept  up  for  two  or  three  houra 
At  midnight  they  moved  up  to  the  town  and  opened  on  it  for  about  an 
hour,  and  continued  at  intervals  during  the  night  to  annoy  the 
garrison. 
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On  the  19tli  I  placed  six  mortars  in  position,  vnXb.  orders  to  fire 
night  and  day  as  rapidly  aa  tliey  could. 

The  marks  at  Baines  Bluff  are  very  formidable.  There  aire  fourteen 
of  ihelieavieat  Idad  ofjaounted  eigkl  a,nd  ten  inch  and  seBeii  and  a  half  inch 
rifled  jraai,  wiift  ammanitiort  enough  to  last  a  long  siege.  As  the  gun- 
carriages  might  again  fall  into  the  handa  of  tho  enemy,  I  had  them 
haraed,  blew  op  tlie  magaanB,  and  destroyed  the  works  generally.  I 
also  burned  np  the  encampments,  which  were  permanently  and  remarlt- 
ably  well  oooatructed,  looking  aa  if  the  rebela  intended  to  stay  for 

1'he.so  works  and  enoampments  coyered  many  acres  of  ground,  and 
the  fortiiications  and  the  rifle-pits  proper  of  Haiuoa  Bluff  eitend  about 
a  mile  and  a  quarter.    Such  a  network  of  defences  I  never  saw. 

The  rebels  were  a  year  constructing  them,  and  all  were  rendered 
useless  in  an  hour.  As  soon  aa  I  got  through  with  the  destruction  of 
the  magaainea  and  other  works,  I  started  IJeutenaQt-Commander  Walker 
up  tlie  Yazoo  River,  with  sufficient  force  to  destroy  all  lie  enemy's  prop- 
erty in  that  direction,  with  orders  to  return  with  all  dispatch,  and  only 
to  proceed  as  far  aa  Tazoo  City,  where  the  rebels  iiave  a  navy-yard  and 
Btore-houaes. 

In  the  mian  time,  General  Grant  has  closely  invested  Vichshurg,  and  has 
possession  of  the  iest  commanding  points.  In  a  very  short  time  a  gene- 
ral assault  will  take  place,  when  I  liope  to  aocounce  that  Vicksburg  has 
fallen,  after  o  series  of  the  most  hrilHant  successes  thai  ever  attended  an 

There  has  never  teen  a  cast,  during  the  war,  vihere  the  r^iels  have  been 
so  successfully  ieaten  of  aU  points;  and  the  patience  and  endurance  shown 
by  our  army  and  navy,  for  so  many  months,  are  about  ieing  rewarded. 

It  is  a  mere  question  of  a  few  hours,  and  then,  with  the  eioeption  of 
Pott  Hudson,  which  will  follow  Vicksburg,  the  Mississippi  will  be  open 
its  entire  length.  D.  D.  Pohtes, 

Sear-Admiral  commanding  the  Mississippi  Squadron, 


It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  most  perfect  harmouy  of 
plan  had  been  agreed  upon  between  General  Grant  and 
Admiral  Porter,  and  that  the  latter  rendered  the  former 
all  the  assistance  in  his  power,  towards  accomplishing  the 
grand  object — tho  rediietion  of  Vicksburg. 
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The  following  official  dispatches  from  General  Pember- 
ton,  the  commander  at  Vicksburg,  were  sent  to  Jackson, 
Missiaaippi,  and  from  thence  telegraphed  to  the  rebel 
President  Davis : 

ViCKSBCRf.,  May  20,  186:1. 

The  enemj  assaulted  our  intrenehmeEta  yesterday  on  our  centre  and 
left.  They  were  repulsed  witii  heavy  loss.  Our  loss  is  small.  The 
enemy's  fbrca  is  at  least  60,000. 

VlCKBEURG,  ifuy  21, 1BG3. 

The  enemy  kept  up  a  heavy  artillery  Are  yesterday.  Two  of  our 
guna  were  dismounted  in  tlie  centre.  Our  works,  however,  were  un- 
injured.  Their  sharpsiooters  picked  off  ofEcera  and  men  all  day.  Our 
works  were  repaired,  and  our  guna  replaced  last  night.  Out  men  are 
encouraged  by  a  report  that  General  Johnston  is  near  with,  a  large 
army,  and  are  in  good  spirits. 

We  have  had  a  brisk  artillery  and  musketry  firing  to-day,  also  heavy 
mortar  firing  fronj  gunhoats. 

During  the  past  two  days  transports  with  troops  havo  gone  up  the 
river.    Their  destination  is  unknown. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVn. 


ASBAtTLT   UPON  "VTCKSBITRG. 


AiTER  the  withdrawal  of  the  forces  from  before  Vicks- 
burg  on  the  night  of  the  19th  of  May,  the  army,  for  two 
days,  was  kept  in  a  state  of  comparative  inactivity,  al- 
though lively  skirmishing  occurred  all  along  the  line. 
General  Grant  was,  however,  far  from  being  idle,  inasmuch 
as  he  was  fully  engaged  hi  perfecting  communications  with 
the  dgpSts  of  supplies  north  of  the  invested  city.  The 
greater  part  of  the  troops  had  been  marching  and  fighting 
battles  for  twenty  days,  on  an  average  of  about  five  days' 
rations,  drawn  from  the  commissary  department.  Although 
the  men  had  not  suflered  from  short  rations  up  to  this 
time,  stUi  they  had  begun  to  feel  the  want  of  bread  to  ae- 
company  the  other  food  with  which  they  had  been  sup- 
plied, and  to  remedy  this  deficiency  was  for  the  time  Gen- 
eral Grant's  first  and  greatest  object. 

By  the  21st  of  May,  General  Grant  had  completed  his 
arrangements  for  the  drawing  of  every  description  of  sup- 
ply, and  having  secured  this  desirable  aim,  he  was  deter- 
mined to  make  another  effort  to  take  the  city  of  Vicksburg 
by  storm. 

General  Grant  was  induced  to  again  make  the  assault 
upon  the  rebel  defences  of  Vicksburg  from  several  causes, 
some  of  which  he  sets  forth  in  his  oiEcial  report.  "  There 
were  many  reasons,'-'  said  he,  "to  determine  me  to  adopt 
this  course.     I  believed  an  assault,  from  the  position  gained 
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by  this  time,  could  be  made  successfully.  It  was  known 
that  Johnston  was  at  Canton  with  the  force  taken  by  him 
from  Jackson,  re-enforced  by  other  troops  from  the  East, 
and  that  more  were  daily  reaching  him.  Witb  the  force  I 
had,  a  short  time  must  have  enabled  him  to  attack  me  in 
the  rear,  and,  possibly,  gncceed  in  raising  the  siege.  Pos- 
session of  Vicksburg  at  that  time  would  have  enabled  me 
to  have  turned  upon  Johnston,  and  driven  him  from  the 
State,  and  possess  myself  of  aH  the  railroads  and  practical 
military  highways,  thus  effectually  securing  to  ourselves  all 
territory  west  of  the  Tombigbee,  and  this  before  the  sea- 
son was  too  far  advanced  for  campaigning  in  this  latitude. 
I  would  have  saved  the  Government  sending  large  re-en- 
forcements, much  needed  elsewhere ;  and,  finally,  the 
troops  themselves  were  impatient  to  possess  Vicksburg, 
and  would  not  have  worked  in  the  trenches  with  the  same 
zeal,  believing  it  unnecessary,  that  they  did  after  their  fail- 
ure to  carry  the  enemy's  works." 

General  Grant,  therefore,  gave  orders  on  the  2lBt  of 
May  for  a  general  assault  upon  the  rebel  defences,  to  be 
made  at  ten  o'clock  of  the  next  morning,  by  the  whole  line ; 
and  that  there  should  be  no  mistake  or  difference  in  the 
time  of  movement,  and  as  a  great  deal  would  sometimes 
depend  upon  minutes,  all  the  corps  commanders  set  their 
chronometers  by  the  one  in  the  possession  of  General  Grant. 

The  following  is  the  copy  of  the  order  issued  for  the 
movement  to  the  corps  commanders : 

HEiD-QUAftTERS  IS  THB  FlELB,  ifaij  21,  1863. 

Ge>-bral: — A  simultaneous  attack  wQl  be  made  to-morrow  at  ten 
o'ciock  A.  M.,  by  all  tlie  army  corps  of  thia  army. 

During  this  day  army  corps  comtoanders  will  haye  eiamined  all  prac- 
tical routes  over  whidi  troops  can  possibly  pass.  They  will  get  in  po- 
sition all  tlie  artillery  possible,  and  gain  all  the  ground  thoy  can  with 
their  infantry  and  skirmiahers. 
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At  an  early  hour  IE  the  morning  a  vigorous  attack  will  be  commenced 
bj  artillery  and  akirmlshers.  The  infantry,  with  the  exception  of  re- 
Bervea  and  Bkirmiahora,  will  be  placed  in  cowmn  of  platoons,  or  by  a 
flank,  if  the  ground  over  which  they  may  have  to  pasa  will  not  admit 
of  a  greater  froat,  ready  to  move  forward  at  the  hour  designated. 
Promptiii  at  the  hrmr  designated  all  mill  start,  at  gaidi  time,  with  bayonet 
Jb^  aad  march  immediatrly  upon  tlte  enemy,  wUlKiut  firing  a  gun  until 
the  outer  works  are  carried.  Skirmishera  will  advance  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  beads  of  columns  pass  them,  and  scale  tiie  walis  of  such 
works  as  may  confront  them. 

By  order  of  U.  S.  GBiNT,  Major-  Generai  Cimtmanding. 

Ill  order  the  better  to  secure  success,  General  Grant's  or- 
der was,  oa  the  evening  of  May  21st,  communicated  to  the 
division  and  brigade  commanders,  and,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, every  tbing  was  done  calculated  to  insure  the  grand 
object  of  the  movement. 

Five  minutes  before  ten  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  May 
22d,  the  bugles  rang  along  the  line  to  prepare  for  tbe 
charge,  and,  at  ten  o'clock  precisely,  the  three  army  corps 
commenced  their  movement  in  the  following  order :  General 
McClemand,  with  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  on  tbe  left, 
General  McPherson,  with  the  Seventeenth  in  the  centre, 
and  General  Sherman,  with  tJie  Fifteenth  on  the  right. 
General  Grant  himself  took  up  a  commanding  position  n 
the  front  of  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  by  which  he  was 
abled  to  see  all  the  advancing  columns  from  that  corps, 
and  part  of  each  of  those  on  the  right  and  left. 

The  preliminary  work  had  been  performed  by  the  artil- 
lery, and  the  outer  works  were  breached  in  several  places. 
Under  cover  of  this  fire,  the  infantry  advanced  to  the 
charge  all  along  the  line.  Brigade  after  brigade  rushed 
forward,  and  slope  and  ditch  were  carried  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  The  Stars  and  Stripes  were  planted  on  seve- 
ral portions  of  the  outer  slopes  of  the  enemy's  bastions,  and 
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they  were  maintained  In  that  position  until  night.  The  as- 
sault was  a  splendid  one,  and  was  gallantly  performed  by 
all  the  troops  on  every  part  of  the  line ;  but  the  position 
of  the  enemy  was  far  too  strong  to  be  thus  taken.  Vicks- 
burg  had  always  been  naturally  strong,  but  art  had  greatly 
improTed  it  by  the  cutting  of  ditches,  felling  of  trees,  con- 
struction of  works,  and,  what  is  of  far  more  importance, 
the  proper  location  of  batteries  to  guard  every  avenue  of 
approach.  General  Sherman  reported  that  the  artillery 
fire  fi-om  the  rebel  works,  on  one  part  of  his  line,  was  so 
steady  and  severe,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  infantry  to 
pass  that  point ;  and  even  when  an  attempt  was  made  to 
take  the  death-dealing  works,  it  was  fonnd  to  be  so  well 
covered  by  other  works,  that  the  assanlting  party  recoiled 
under  the  effects  of  a  staggering  fire. 

Notwithstanding  this  fearful  artillery  reply  to  the  assault, 
several  evidences  of  individual  bravery  were  manifested 
by  the  soldiers.*  The  walls  were  scaled,  bnt  with  no  suc- 
cessful effect.  Although  assaulted  at  every  point  and  at  all 
of  them  at  the  same  time,  the  enemy  was  enabled  to  show  aa 
much  force  as  his  work  could  cover.  "The  assault  failed," 
says  General  Grant,  in  hia  report,  "but  without  weakening 
the  conflilence  of  the  troops  in  their  ability  to  ultimately  suc- 
ceed." They  knew  well  that  the  failnre  did  not  arise  from 
lack  of  courage  in  themselves,  or  skill  in  their  commander, 
but  they  also  discovered  that  works  of  the  character  which 
defended  Vicksburg  could  not  be  carried  by  storm. 

The  position  taken  up  by  General  Grant  enabled  him  to 
have  a  view  of  the  whole  field  of  action,  and  he  states  em- 
phatically that  "the  assault  of  this  day  proved  the  ijuality 
of  the  soldieni  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Without 
either  success,  and  with  a  heavy  loss,  there  was  no  mur- 

•  Seo  General  Grant's  Report,  Appendix  G. 
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muring  nor  complaining,  no  falling  fcack,  nor  other  evi- 
dence of  demoralization,"  This  fact  alone  proves  the  vaiue 
of  the  discipiine  by  which  General  Grant  had  reared  his 
army,  and  the  love  the  men  bore  their  commanders. 

The  following  sketch  of  the  assault,  by  a  participant,  is  of 
interest : 

Near  TiOKSBTnta,  May  22,  1863. 

It  was  rumored  jeaterday  that  this  moraing  GenEral  Grant  -would  or- 
d«r  a  chaise  simultaneously  along'  the  entire  line  of  workB.  Late  in  tlio 
evening,  the  comrilanders  of  the  different  divisions  and  brigades  received 
their  orders,  and  prepared  to  eiecute  them.  The  order  contemplated  a 
fierce  cannonade  from  daylight  until  ten  o'clock,  but,  for  some  reason,  it 
was  not  opened  until  aflsr  eight. 

During  tlie  night,  however,  the  gunboats  and  mortars  lying  in  front  of 
Vicksbul^  kept  up  a  continual  fire,  and  dropped  their  fiery  messengers 
right  and  left  without  distinction. 

During  this  hombardment  several  buildings  were  set  on  fire  by  the 
exploding  shells,  and  lighted  up  the  darkness,  revealing  strange  shapea 
and  wonderful  outlines  standing  out  in  relief  against  the  dark  sky,  which 
added  wonderful  interest  to  the  bombardment  as  witnessed  by  iiie  dis- 
tant observer.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  Hie  damage  occasioned  by 
thus  drtppmg  into  Vickshurg  those  heavy  eleven  and  thirteen  inch 
shelll      Imagination  falls  far  short  of  its  reality. 

Bef  )re  ■»  e  approached  the  city.  General  Pemlwrton  ordered  all  the 
women  and  children  for  miles  around  Vicksburg  to  oome  within  the  jn- 
ttenchmecls  assuring  them  that  in  that  way  they  would  escape  all 
danger  The  consequence  is,  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  non- 
combatanti  in  Vicksburg,  eiposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  siago  and  hom- 
bardment 

At  eight  o'clock  this  morning  the  cannonading  began,  and  continued, 
with  scarcely  a  moment's  intermission,  along  the  entire  line  until  tea 
o'clock.  From  every  hill-top  id  front  of  the  enemy'e  works  cannon  were 
placed,  and  the  fiery  temprat  raged  fearfully.  Guns  were  dismounted, 
embrasures  torn  up,  parapets  destroyed,  and  caissons  eiploded.  It 
was  a  fearfid  demonstration.  The  enemy  were  powerless  to  reply  ;  for 
our  line  of  skirmishers  were  pushed  up  close  to  the  enemy's  works,  and 
unerringly  pidied  off  the  gunners  whenever  they  attempted  to  work 
the  guns. 
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For  two  long  toura  did  this  cannonade  continue,  whan  a  general 
charge  was  made.  "Winding  through,  the  valleya,  clambering  over  the 
hills  evcrj-where,  subjected  to  a  murderous  enfilading  and  cross-fire, 
the  advanOT  pressed  up  dose  to  the  rebel  works — to  Hnd  tbat  a  deep 
ditch,  protected  by  sharp  stakes  aloi^  the  outer  edge,  lay  between  them 
and  the  iotrenchments.  They  planted  their  flag  directly  before  the 
fort,  and  crouched  down  behind  the  emtiankment,  oat  of  range  of  the 
rebel  fire,  as  calmly  as  posaiblo,  to  await  developments.  The  eoldiera 
within  the  forts  could  not  rise  above  the  parapet  to  Are  at  them,  for  if 
tliey  did,  a  injodred  bullets  came  wbiaaicg  Uirough  the  air,  and  the 
adventurers  died. 

The  rebels,  however,  adopted  another  plaa.  Taking  a  shell,  they  out 
the  fuse  close  ofl;  lighlcd  it  and,  rolled  it  over  the  outer  slope  of  the 
embankment. 

Subsequently,  witti  picks  and  shoTals,  a.  way  was  dug  into  one  fort, 
andthrough  the  breach  the  boya  wallted  bravely  in.  The  first  fort  on 
the  left  of  the  raQroad  was  stormed  by  a  portion  of  General  Carr's  Di- 
ision,  and  gallantly  taken.      The  colonel    tbat  led  the  charge   was 


On  the  centre  the  fire  was  persistent  and  terribie.  Many  brave  offl- 
eors  were  killed  and  many  more  wounded.  Col,  DoUins,  of  the  Eighty- 
first  Illinois,  fell  dead  while  leading  his  taen  to  the  charge. 

Later  in  Uie  afternoon  General  Ransom's  Brigade  charged  the  works 
opposite  his  position,  with  heavy  loss. 

Steele  and  Tuttle,  on  ttie  right,  were  also  heavily  engaged,  and  the 
former  is  reported  to  have  lost  nearly  a  thousand  men.* 

The  following  account,  also,  gives  interesting  details  of 
the  action,  as  seen  from  General  Grant's  head-quarters ; 

For  several  days  the  disposition  of  the  troops  designed  for  the  reduc- 
tion  of  Ticlisburg  had  been  going  on  with  unceasing  enei^y.  The  pecu- 
liar formation  of  the  country  in  this  vicmity  made  it  a  matter  of  no  small 
importance  to  thoroughly  comprehend  tlje  ground  before  using  it  for 
military  ends,  because  there  were  some  localities  which  possessed  strik- 
ing advantages  over  others,  yet  Uieydidnot  appear  upon  first  sight. 
Accordingly,  the  day  afler  the  arrival  of  the  army  here.  General  Grant 

e  Chicago  Tribune,  under  date,  of  May 
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spent  moel  of  his  time  in  riding  (mer  (he  ground  and  studying  out  Uieposi- 
iions.  This  being  finished,  on  the  following  day  the  troopa  were  moved, 
to  the  positions  which  they  were  to  occupy  and  hold,  in  corps,  the  Fif- 
teenth {General  Sherman)  on  the  right,  the  Seventeenth  (General  Me- 
Fheraoti)  in  the  centre,  and  the  Thirteenth  (General  MoClemand)  onthe 
leii. 

General  Sherman  the  day  Iiefore  had  detached  part  of  his  command, 
with  orders  to  march  against  a  strong  position  in,  the  enemy's  possession 
at  Chickasaw  BlutlS.  The  movement  was  made,  and  resulted  most  emi- 
nently in  our  favor — that  is,  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The  enemy 
at  this  point,  hearing  of  the  presence  of  our  army  in  the  rear  of  Ticlis- 
bui^,  and  its  proximity  to  IJieir  own  position,  concluded  that  the  better 
part  of  valor  would  be  the  evacuation  of  their  works,  which  action  was 
had  immediately  and  without  delay.  The  possession  of  this  point  is  of 
great  importance  to  this  army  in  its  present  movements.  It  ^ves  us  a 
ready  and  short  line  of  communication  between  our  base  of  supplies  at 
Young's  Point  and  the  army  in  the  field,  the  distance  heing  hut  fifteen 
miles  by  water  and  ten  by  land,  making  twenty-five  miles ;  and  by  this 
time  the  arrangements  are  so  far  matured  that  in  a  day  from  Yonnij'a 
Faint  sjgiplies  of  all  sorts  can  reach  the  army. 

Having  every  facility  at  hia  command,  the  troops  in  possession  of  every 
.0  their  comfort  and  efficiency,  the  men  in  the  best  of  spirits 
la  campaign  from  Grand  Gulf  to  Big  Black,  and  the  posi- 
tions we  DOW  hold  in  the  rear  of  Ticksburg,  General  Grant  planned  the 
assault  upon  the  enemy's  works  which  came  oiT  to-day.  The  arrange- 
ment was  to  make  a  simultaneous  move  on  all  points,  baaing  success 
upon  the  consideration  that  the  insulBdent  garrison  of  the  place  would 
not  be  able  to  contest  equally  our  assault  at  all  points,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, the  weaker  places  could  be  taken  while  the  stronger  were  mak- 
ing their  defence.  This  conclusion  was  very  natural,  and  there  seemed 
hardly  a  doubt  that  at  this  moment  our  troopa  would  be  at  least  in  pos- 
Besw>n  of  several  of  the  enemy's  outer  works,  the  occupation  of  which 
would  hisure  us  a  decided  advantage  in  position. 

But  from  causes,  perhafffl  beyond  the  control  of  the  generals  in  the 
field,  this  enemy  found  ns  nnsuceeasful,  and  some  of  our  lines  were  less 
advanced  than  in  the  morning.  However,  due  li  the  high  state  of  disci- 
pline of  the  tirmj,  instead  of  being  disheartened  at  our  repulse  and  severe 
loss,  the  men  are  even  more  determined  than  they  were  at  first :  they 
think  of  nothing  but  the  capture  of  Tickaburg — a  ftiot,  under  suoh  oir- 
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General  Grant's  "field  order,"  issued  last  night,  ordered  tliat  all  the 
reaerye  troops  should  he  formed  in  line  at  an  early  liour  this  morning, 
and  that  those  commands  selected  for  the  storming  of  the  fortifications 
should  be  drawn  up  in  "column"  bydivisioo,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  move  at 
precisely  ten  o'clock  tJiis  morning,  which  was  the  hour  designated  for 
tlia  assault  to  commence.  The  artillery  opened  a  vigorous  Arc  sometime 
before  the  designated  hour  of  the  assault.  The  firing  was  eicellenli  al- 
most every  shot  striking  the  crest  of  the  parapet,  and  nearly  all  the 
sheila  eiploding  immediately  over  the  inner  side  of  the  breastworks. 
Of  course  it  is  not  possible  to  judge  of  the  enemy's  loss,  bat  he  certainly 
must  have  suffered  severely  during  our  heavy  fire.  Two  lai^  esplo- 
aions  occurred  within  the  works,  during  the  engagement,  winch  were 
thought  to  be  caissons,    A  largo  building  was  also  destroyed  by  our 

At  a  given  hour  the  troops  were  in  motion,  moving  along  the  caTines, 
in  which  to  assume  the  required  formation  and  make  the  attack.  The 
charges  wore  most  admirahly  eiecuted.  With  perfect  composure  the 
men  moved  up  the  hill,  though  not  under  Bre,  yet  under  the  infiueiiM 
of  a  dreadful  anticipation  of  a  deadly  YoUey  at  close  quarters.  When 
within  forty  yards  of  the  works,  of  a  sudden  the  parapet  was  alive  with, 
armed  men,  and  in  an  instant  moro  tho  flash  of  lliousands  of  musliets 
hurled  death  and  destruction  most  appalling  into  the  ranks  of  our  ad- 
vancing columns.  Five  hundred  men  lay  dead  or  Weeding  on  one  part 
of  the  field  at  the  Brst  fire.  Bravely,  against  all  odds,  this  command 
fought  until  its  depleted  ranks  could  no  longer  stand,  when  sullenly  it 
withdrew  under  cover  of  a  hill  near  by.  In  addition  to  the  heavy 
musketry  fire  which  repelled  the  assaull,  artillery  played  with  dreadful 
havoc  upon  the  fading  ranks,  which,  after  every  effort  te  win  the  goal, 
were  obliged  to  give  way,  not  to  numbers,  but  impregnability  of  position. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  regards  the  designs  of  our  movementj  we  were 
frustrated,  but  nothing  more.  Our  troops,  witli  but  few  esceptions, 
hold  tlieir  own.  The  loss  of  this  day's  engagement  baa  been  eiceed- 
ingly  heavy,  according  to  first  accounts,  which  are  not  the  most  reliable, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  authenticated  returns  wiH  greatly  lessen  the 
casualties. 

The  failure  of  our  endeavors  to  take  the  city  by  assault  will  be  suc- 
ceeded by  an  effort  to  reduce  the  place  by  moans  of  the  spade.  Tlie 
argument  in  favor  of  this  course  is  economy  of  life,  for  even  a  success- 
ful attack  upon  the  city  would  bo  attended  with  an  extravagant  loss  of 
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The  strength  nf  Vieksburg  fowarda  the  land  is  equally  as  strong  as  on 
the  river-Hide.  The  country  is  broken,  to  a,  degree,  affording  eieellent 
defensive  positions,  and  an  attacking  part^  Piust  neeesaariiy  be  exposed 
to  a  Are  which  could  not  be  withstuod  by  any  troops,  tn  addition  to  this, 
the  ruvinea  intenrening  the  ridgesandknolla,  which  the  enemy  haa  forti- 
flad,  are  covered  with  a  tangled  growth  of  cane,  wild  grape,  etc.,  making 
it  impossible  to  move  the  troops  in  well-dreased  lines.  The  attempt  of 
to-day  has  exhibited  the  imposEibilitjr  of  taking  the  city  by  stonn  ;  but 
a  few  weelts  of  .the  spade  will  show  that  Vicksburg  can  bo  taken.* 

The  following  official  report  from  Admiral  Porter  will 
explain  the  part  taken  by  the  fleet  during  this  assault : 

Mississippi  Squadhon,  Flaqship  Bij.cs  Hawk,  I 
May  23,  1863.  f 

Sm;— On,  the  morning  of  the  21st,  I  received  a  commmiicatioii  from 
General  Grant,  informing  me  that  be  intended  to  attack  the  ietu>le  of  the 
reSei  works  at  ten  k.  if.  the  next  day,  imd  asking  me  to  sfteS  the  batteries 
from  haJf-pait  nine  unfii  Tialf-pasl  ten,  nnd  annoy  the.  garrison,  Ikept  sii 
mortars  playing  rapidly  on  the  works  and  town  all  n^ht^  and  sent  the 
Benton,  Mound  CSty,  and  Caroadeletup  to  shell  the  water  batleries  and 
other  places  where  troops  might  be  resting  during  the  night.  At  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  tlie  Mound  City  proceeded  across  tlio  river,  and 
made  an  attack  on  the  hill  batteries  opposite  the  canal.  At  eight  o'clock 
I  found  her  in  company  with  the  Benton,  Tuscumbia.  and  Carondelet. 
All  those  vessels  opened  on  the  liill  batteries  and  linally  silenced  them, 
though  the  main  work  on  the  battery  containing  the  heavy  rifled  gun 
was  done  by  the  Mound  City,  Lieutenant-Comroanding  Byron  "Wilson. 
I  then  pushed  the  Benton,  Mound  City,  and  Carondelet  up  t»  the  water 
batteries,  leaving  the  Tuscnmbia,  which  is  still  out  of  repair,  to  keep  the 
hill  batterifss  from  firing  on  ovir  vessels  after  they  had  passed  by.  The 
threegunboals  passed  up  slowly,  owing  to  the  strong  current,  the  Mound 
City  leading,  the  Benton  following,  and  the  Carondelet  astern.  The 
water  batteries  opened  furiously,  supported  by  a  hill  battery  en  the  star- 
board beam  of  the  vessels.  The  vessels  advanced  to  within  four  hun. 
dred  and  forty  yards  (by  onr  marks),  and  returned  the  fire  for  two  hours 
witliout  cessation,  the  enemy's  fire  being  very  accurate  and  incessant. 

Finding  that  the  hill  batteries  beliind  us  were  silenced,  1  ordered  up 
t!ie  Tuscumbia  to  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  batteries  ;  but  the 

*  Army  correspondence  of  the  Xew  Yurie  Herald,  dat^d  May  32d,  18G3. 
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turret  was  soon  made  untenaljlo,  not  standing  the  enciny'a  sbot,  and  I 
made  her  drop  down.  I  bad  been  engaged  with  the  forts  an  Lour 
longer  than  Gen&ral  Grant  asked.  The  TosseU  hiid  all  received  severe 
shots  under  water  whinh  wo  could  not  atop  while  in  motion,  nnd  not 
knowing  what  might  have  delayed  the  movement  of  the  army,  I  ordered 
the  Tcssels  to  drop  out  of  Are,  which  they  did  in  a  cool,  handsome 

This  was  the  hottest  Qro  the  gunboats  have  ever  been  under ;  but, 
owing  to  tlie  water  batteries  being  more  on  a  level  with  them  than 
usual,  the  gunboats  threw  iu  their  shell  so  fast  that  the  aim  of  the 
enemy  waa  not  very  good.  Tlie  enemy  hit  our  vessels  a  number  of 
times,  but,  fighting  bow  on,  that  did  but  little  damage. 

Not  a  man  was  killed,  and  only  a  few  wounded.  I  had  only  enough 
ammunition  foe  a  few  momeuts  louger,  and  set  all  hands  to  work  to  fill 
up  from  our  depot  below. 

After  dropping  back  I  found  that  the  enemy  had  taken  possession 
again  of  one  of  tha  lower  hill  batteries  and  was  endeavoring  to  mount 
his  guns,  and  had  mounted  a  twelve.pounder  field-piece  to  fire  at  Clen- 
era!  McArthur's  troops,  which  had  landed  a  short  time  before  at  War- 
renton.  I  sent  the  Mound  City  and  Carondelet  to  drive  him  off,  which 
they  did  in  a  few  moments. 

I  beg  leave  to  inclose  a  letter  from  General  McArthur,  explaining 
why  he  did  not  (to  use  his  own  expression)  take  advantage  of  the  results 
gained  by  the  gunboats.  JAate  siace  leaTaed  through  General  Grant  that 
the  amiy  did  assault  at  the  right  time  vigoroiisly.  In  the  noise  and  smoke 
we  coiild  noCseeor  hear  it  The  gualioata  were,  therefore,  stiU  fighting  <i!hea 
the  oesaM  had  proved  WisnccessfuL 

Hie  arm,y  had  terribleiBOTlcbtforelii.em,  and  are  fighting  as  well  as  soldiers 
ever  fouglU  before.    Bat  the  ivorks  are  slrmger  than  any  of  us  dreamed  of.   ■ 
General  Grant  and  his  soldiers  are  confident  that  the  brane  and  energetic 
generals  in  the  army  will  scon  imerconte  all  obstacles  and  carry  the  works. 
David  D.  Portbb, 
Acting  Rear-AdmiTol,  commanding  Miesissii'pi  Sqiiodron. 

Hon.  GiDHON  WEliUa,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Shortly  after  this  assault  some  dissensions  arose  in  the 
army  relative  to  the  merits  of  the  troops,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  a  congratulatory  order  issued  by  General  Mc- 
Clernaud  on  May  30th,  the  quarrel  would  have  ended  in  a 
complete  disruption  of  the  whole  force,  had  it  not  been  for 
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the  prompt  action  of  General  Grant.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  Genei'al  McCIcrnand  liad  served  with  General 
Grant  from  the  time  he  first  took  command  at  Cairo  to  the 
assanit  of  Vicksburg;  and  that  naturally  there  existed  a 
friendship  between  them,  that  wonid  have  been  provoca- 
tive of  great  jealousy  among  the  other  comraandera  if 
General  Grant  had  overlooked  the  matter  in  question,  es- 
pecially under  the  circumstances.*  The  objectionable  order 
commenced  as  follows; 

CoilRADES: — As  jovir  commander,  I  am  proud  to  congratulate  you 
upon  jour  conatm.ey,  valor  and  succees.  HiBtocj  affords  no  more  tril- 
liaut  example  of  soldierly  qualities.  Your  victories  have  foUowod  in 
such  rapid  succesaioa,  tliat  their  echoes  have  noti  yet  reached  the  coun- 
try. They  will  chaJlenge  its  grateful  and  onthu^astio  applause.  Yo\ir- 
selvBS  Btriking  out  a  new  path,  your  comrades  of  the  Tennessee  followed, 
and  a  way  was  thus  opened  for  them  to  redeem  previous  diaappoinl> 

After  summing  up  the  achievements  of  the  corps,  and 
speaking  in  high  terms  of  his  own  men,  General  MeCler- 
nand  concludes  in  the  following  langns^e : 

On  the  22d|  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  Commander  of  the  De- 
partment, you  assaulted  the  enemy's  defencea  in  front  at  10  o'clock  a.  m., 
and  within  tliirty  minutes  had  made  a  lodgment  and  placed  your  colors 
upon  two  of  his  baatiooa.  This  partial  success  called  into  eieroise  Ihe 
highest  heroism,  and  was  only  gained  by  a  bloody  and  protracisd  slrog- 
gle.  Yet  it  was  gained,  and  was  the  first  and  largest  buoocbs  gained 
anywhere  along  the  wliole  line  of  our  army. 

For  nearly  eight  hours,  under  a  scorching  sun  and  destructive  fire, 
you  firmly  held  your  footing,  and  only  withdrew  when  the  enemy  had 
largely  massed  their  forces,  and  concentrated  their  attack  upon  you. 

How  and  why  the  general  assault  failed,  it  wouLi  be  needless  now 
to  ei:p1.iin.  The  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  acknowledging  the  good  intan- 
tionsof  all,  would  scorn  indulgence  in  weak  regrets  and  idle  criminations. 
According  justice  to  all,  it  woold  only  defend  itself     If,  while  the  enemy 

*  See  General  Grant's  Report,  Appendii  G- 
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was  massing  to  cruali  it,  assistance  waa  asked  for  by  a  division  at  other 
points,  or  by  re^enforcetnents,  it  only  asked  what,  in  one  case,  Major- 
General  Grant  had  specifically  and  peremptorily  ordered,  namely,  aimui- 
taneous  and  perdstent  attack  all  along  our  line,  until  the  enetaj's  outer 
worka  should  be  carried;  and  what,  in  the  other,  by  massing  a  strong 
force  in  time  upon  a  weJiened  point,  would  hare  probably  insured 

This  order  gave  very  great  offence ;  in  fact,  it  became  the 
source  of  serious  troable  in  all  the  other  parts  of  the  array, 
the  men  openly  expressing  their  disapprobation  of  it.  This 
led  to  a  correspondence  between  the  commander  of  the 
Thirteenth  Army  Corps  and  the  General  commanding  the 
army,  and  the  following  letter  was  sent  from  the  former 
to  the  latter, 

HsAD-QuARraBS  Thirtbenth  Army  Coefb,    ( 

BiTTLE-FIELD  NBAS  ViOKSBUBG,  Jwie  4,  1863.  [ 

Gesehal: — What  appears  to  be  a  systematic  effort  to  destroy  my  use- 
fulnesa  and  reputation  as  a  commander,  makes  it  proper  that  I  should 
addresa  you  this  note. 

It  is  reported,  among  other  things,  as  I  understand,  that  I  attacked 
the  enemy's  worka  on  the  2  2d  ult.  without  authority;  again,  that  I 
attacked  too  late;  again,  that  I  am  responsible  for  your  failure  and 
losses;  again,  that  I  am  aJrested  and  being  sent  North;  again,  that  my 
commanil  is  turned  over  to  another  officer ;  and  again,  that  you  have 
personally  assumed  command  of  it.  These  reporta  are  finding  their 
way  from  the  landings  up  tlie  river. 

I  hardly  need  say  to  you  that  all  these  reports  are  falae ;  that  I  obey- 
ed orders  in  attacking ;  that  my  attack  was  more  prompt,  and  in  a  largo 
measure  more  EuccCBSful,  than  any  other ;  that  the  ultimate  failure  of 
the  general  attack,  and  losses  attending  the  failure,  were,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, unavoidable  consequences  of  obstacles  found  t«  be  insur- 
mountable, and  in  spite  of  a  determined  effort  on  my  part  to  carry  and 
hold  the  works  in  obedience  to  your  espress  and  peremptory  order.  I 
may  add  that  I  am  not  yet  under  arrest,  or  being  sent  away,  or  super- 
Beded  in  my  command. 

All  these  things  being  known  to  yon,  and  these  false  reports  being 
broMght  to  jour  notice,  it  remains  for  you  to  determine  whether  truth, 
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justice,  and  generoaitj  do  not  onll  on  you  for  sucli  a  declatatiou  as  will 
bo  cOQClusive  in  the  matter.     Your  obedient  aeirant, 

John  a.  McCLBSHANn,  Major-  Generai  Commandinr;. 
M^or-General  D".  S.  GnAur,  Comnumding  Department  Ihiitessce. 

To  this  Genera!  Grant  replied  as  follows ; 

HBAD-QtTARTflHS,  DEPiBTUE^JT  OF  THE  TENi"ESSEE,   } 
HEAR  VlCKSBITKl},  June  1    1863.  f 

Ifnjor-GeneralJ.  A.  MoClbrsinb,  Gommandiiiij  IWi  Army  Corps; 

Gbnekal  :  — Inclosed  I  send  you  what  purports  to  be  your  congratula- 
tory address  to  tha  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  if  it  is  a  true  copy.  If  it  is  not  a  correct 
copy,  furnish,  me  One  by  bearer,  as  required  both  by  regulations  and 
eiisljng  orders  of  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully, 

U.  S.  Gkant,  Major- Gtmffrol. 

It  appears  that  General  McCIemand  was  absent  at  the 
time  General  Grant's  dispatch  reached  his  he  ad- quarters, 
and  did  not  return  until  the  15th  of  June.  As  soon  as  he 
came  back,  and  had  read  General  Grant's  communication, 
he  at  once  telegraphed  the  following  reply  thereto : 

TlBiD-QlTARTEES  THIRTEENTH  AllUY  CORPS,  ) 

Near  Vicksetjbo,  June  15, 1S63.  \ 

Siajor-General  GejINT; 

I  have  just  returned.  The  newspaper  shp  ia  a  correet  copy  of  my 
cODgratulatory  order,  Ko  12.      I  am  prepared  to  maintain  ita  statements. 

I  regret  that  my  adjutant  did  not  send  you  a  copy  promptly,  as  ho 
oi^ht,  and  I  thought  he  had. 

John  A.  MgCm^kahd,  Mt^or-Geaeral  Commanding. 

This,  of  course,  settled  the  matter  as  to  the  authenticity 
of  the  document  in  question  ;  and  as  the  order  implied  a  di- 
rect censure  of  the  commanding  general,  and  an  indirect 
breach  of  the  sixth  Article  of  War,  General  Grant  therefore 
being  equal  to  the  urgent  necessity  of  the  case,  with  the 
desire  to  save  his  army  even  at  the  cost  of  his  friend,  im- 
mediately issued  a  special  order,  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extract : 
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[Special  Orders,  So.  KJi-^—ExtToct. 

Major-(JeQ9rttl  John  A.  MoCleriiand  is  hereliy  relieyed  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps.  lie  will  proceed  to  any  point  ha 
mayselect  in  tlie  State  of  lUinois,  aod  report  by  letter  to  head-quartera 
of  the  army  for  orders. 

Major-General  E.  O.  C.  Ord  is  hereby  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  subject  to  the  approva]  of  the  President, 
and  will- immediately  assume  chargo  of  the  same. 

By  order  of  Major-General  U.  S.  Graki. 

JoHS  A,  Rawliss,  a.  A.-G. 

On  receipt  of  this  order,  after  turning  over  his  command 
to  General  Ord,  General  McClernand  sent  the  following  to 
General  Grant : 

Battle-fielii  neab  TioKSBma,  Misa,  ) 

June  20,  1363.  J 

Major-GeneralU.  9,  Grant,  Contmaadi«g  DepaTtmsat  Tsancssee: 

Your  note  relieving  me,  and  appointing  M^'or-General  Ord  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  is  received. 

Having  been  appointed  by  the  President  to  the  command  of  thai 
corps,  under  a  definite  act  of  Congress,  I  might  justly  chaUenge  your 
anlhority  in  the  premises,  but  forbear  to  do  so  at  present. 

I  am  qnitowir.ing  that  any  statement  of  fact  in  my  congratulatory  or- 
der to  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  \o  which  you  thiol:  just  eiception 
may  be  talten,  should  be  made  the  subject  of  ioyestigation,  not  doubting 
the  resnlt.  Your  obedient  servant, 

JoHS  A.  McClbrsabd. 
That  no  ill  feeling  existed  between  the  commanders  is 
evident  from  the  concluding  paragi-a|)h  of  General.  Mc- 
ClerDand's  report  of  the  part  taken  by  himself  and  his  corps 
in  the  Vicksburg  campaign.  The  report  is  dated  two  days 
after  he  was  removed  from  command,  and  closes  with  the 
following  words : 

'   "  Sympalhiaing  with  the  general  commanding  the  noble  array  of  the 
Tennessee,  in  the  loss  of  so  many  brave  nien,  killed  and  wounded,  Ican- 
vot  ltd  congrai'/lale  Mm  in  my  Otankfijiness  to  Froviderux  upon  the  manij 
andtignal  suecesata  which  have  crowned  M*  arms  in  a  just  caum," 
12* 


d=,Google 


It  had  been  reported  in  the  rebel  army  that  General 
Pemherton  had  "  sold"  the  battle-fields  of  Champion's  Hill 
and  Big  Black  Eiver  Bridge.  After  the  repulse  of  the 
Union  assault  upon  the  works  at  Vicksburg,  General  Pem- 
liei'ton  made  the  following  brief  hut  pithy  speech  to  his 
command : 

Tou  have  heard  that  I  was  inoompetent  and  a  traitor,  and  that  it  waa 
my  intention  to  sell  Vicksburg.  Follow  me,  and  joa  will  see  the  cost 
at  which  I  will  ael!  Vicksbui^,  When  tiie  last  pound  of  bee/,  bacon,  and 
How  ;  the  last  grain  of  corn  ;  the  last  cow,  and  hog,  and  horse,  and  dog  shall 
have  been  consumed,  and  the  last  man  stKiM  have  perished  in  the  Irenchts,  then, 
and  only  (hen,  wilX  I  seU  VvJcsbiirg. 

The  above  will  show  with  what  determination  the  rebels 
intended  to  resist  the  advance  of  General  Grant  and  the 
reduction  of  their  fortified  city. 

In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Cor  wyn's  Brigade  of  Union 
cavalry  was  making  very  successful  raids  into  Alabama, 
etc.,  destroying  lines  of  communication,  factories,  mills, 
workshops,  ammnnition,  ordnance  stores,  dep6t3  of  sup- 
plies, and  other  valuable  property  belonging  to  the  rebel 
government,  or  its  military  authorities.  Private  prop- 
erty, however,  was  almost  universally  respected,  with 
the  exception  of  such  supplies  as  were  needful  for  his  com- 
mand, and  for  which  proper  receipts  were  given. 


d^vGoogle 


AND  HIS  CAMPAIGNS. 


CHAPTER  SSXVUI. 

THE   SIEGE  OF  VICKSBUEa. 


Afteb  the  failnre  of  the  assault  of  May  22d,  upon  the 
works  of  Vicksburg,  General  Grant  determined  to  resort 
to  the  slow,  hut  certain  method  of  a  regular  siege.  The 
troops  having  been  now  made  fully  aware  of  the  necessity 
of  taking  the  works  by  regular  approaches,  performed 
their  part  with  alacrity,  diligence  and  cheerfulness. 

The  advance  of  each  corps  waa  pushed  up  as  close  as 
possible  to  the  rebel  works,  which  were  nearly  invested  by 
the  troops  already  under  General  Grant's  command.  But 
still  there  were  points  at  which  portions  of  the  rebel  garri- 
son would  slip  out,  and  supplies  be  taken  into  their  works. 
The  eommunication  between  General  Johnston,  who  was  at 
Canton,  Miss.,  and  General  Pemberton  at  Vicksburg,  was 
but  partially  interrupted,  and  while  this  leak  existed,  it  was 
impossible  to  reduce  the  plaoe  bysiego.  General  Ilerron's 
command  was  therefore  withdrawn  from  northwestern  Ar- 
kansas, and  added  to  the  force  at  the  extreme  left  of  the 
Union  lines  This  secured  the  complete  investment  of  the 
fortified  city 

The  position  of  the  army  at  tlie  end  of  May  was  as  fol- 

General  Grant  wis  well  up  to  the  rebel  fortifications, 
and  wvi  daily  enlarging  and  strengthening  his  own.  The 
extreme  left,  occupied  by  General  Herron,  was  so  situated 
topogriphioillj    I'l    to  require   less    formidable   opposing 
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works  than  at  any  other  point;  but  even  there  the  works 
were  on  a  scale  sufficiently  important  to  successfully  oppose 
any  demonstration  the  rebels  might  make  in  that  direction. 

The  Tiiirteenth  Army  Corps  had  the  perfect  range  of 
the  forts  opposite  their  position,  and  kept  down  the  rebel 
sharpshooters,  and  prevented  the  successful  working  of 
rebel  artillery. 

The  Seventeenth  Corps  planted  a  heavy  battery  of  siege 
guns  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  opposing  fort,  and  ex- 
pected to  do  excellent  service  in  battering  down  the  earth- 
works. Advantage  had  been  taken  of  the  topographical 
peculiarities  of  the  ground,  and  a  covered  pathway  had 
been  constructed,  through  which  the  canonniers  could 
pass  to  and  fro  without  danger  from  the  sharpshooters. 

The  Fifteenth  Corps,  on  the  extreme  right,  was  equally 
busy.  General  Tuttle,  of  this  coi-ps,  had  constructed  a  fort, 
the  guns  of  which  enfiladed  one  of  the  enemy's  most  im- 
portant, and,  to  us,  destructive  positions.  This,  of  course, 
rendered  it  practically  useless,  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
line  of  rifle-pita  on  the  Vieksbnrg  side,  which  commanded 
the  interior,  it  might  have  been  stormed  and  carried  any 

General  Blair  held  Haines  BluQ^  and  the  country  be- 
tween the  Yazoo  and  the  Big  Black  River. 

About  this  time,  the  Union  commanding  general  dis- 
covered an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  forces  un- 
der General  Johnston  to  advance  and  attack  General 
Grant's  army  in  the  rear.  The  manner  in  which  General 
Grant  obtained  his  information  is  thus  related  by  one  of 
the  officers  of  his  army : 

General  Pemberton  was  amious  to  indicate  to  General  Johnson  his 
ezaet  situation,  and  sent  a  trusty  fellow,  named  Diuglas — son  of  a  prom- 
inent eitizan  of  lUinois,  who  several  years  Pince  mifcmted  to  Tesaa, 
and  there  joined  the  rcbol  service— through  hia  1  nea  with,  in'itrui.tions 
to  malio  his  way  hy  njgbt  past  the  llnion  pitiot"   aud   '^tizmg  tliL  lirst 
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liorso  he  mat,  to  ride  to  General  JolinatoE  at  Jaokson.  On  the  night  of 
May  21th,  at  dark,  lie  started,  and,  holding  apaas  from  Pemberton,  waa 
allowed  to  leave  the  iDCloauro  in  the  rear  of  Vickaburg.  YoQng  Doug- 
las had,  unknown  to  his  euporiors,  for  a  long  time  meditated  escape,  and 
he  could  not  neglect  this  golden  opportunity.  Instead  of  trying  to 
ovoid  our  pickets,  therefore,  he  marched  boldly  up  to  Ihem,  and  surren- 
dered himself  a  prisoner.  General  Lauman  conversed  with  him  long 
enough  to  discover  that  there  was  moat  in  that  shell,  snd  sent  him  to 
General  Grant.  To  him  he  delivered  the  message  he  was  instructed  ta 
deliver  to  Johnston,  It  was  in  effect  as  follows: — "I  have  15,000  men 
in  Vicksbui^,  and  rations  for  thirty  days — one  meal  a  day.  Come  to 
my  aid  with  an  army  of  30,000  men.  Attack  Grant  in  his  rear.  If  you 
cannot  do  this  within  ten  days  you  had  better  retreat.  Ammunitiou  is 
almost  Bihausted,  particularly  percussion  caps."  This  is  the  substance 
of  the  message,  although  not  its  eiaet  terms.  Douglas  volunteered  also 
other  valuable  information,  which  leaves  no  doubt  of  the  ultimate  cap- 
ture of  the  rebel  army. 

General  Pemberton  saw  plainly  that  the  siege  might  be 
a  long  one,  and  as  his  supplies  had  been  cut  ofi^  he,  for  the 
sake  of  economizing  rations,  ordered  every  horse  and  mule, 
except  those  used  by  field  and  staff  officers,  to  be  turned 
outside  his  lines.  Of  those  thus  turned  oat.  General  Grant 
secured  several  thousand.  When  General  Grant  first 
opened  a  concentrated  fire  upon  Vicksburg  from  his  lines 
of  oircumvallation,  the  rebel  herd  of  beef  cattle  was  ex- 
posed and  a  large  number  killed.  The  rebels  soon  re- 
moved these  animals  to  a  place  of  greater  safety. 

In  order  to  prevent  Johnston's  forces  from  getting  to  the 
rear  of  General  Grant's  army,  General  Osterhaus,  with  his 
division,  was  sent  to  the  Big  Black  River  to  guard  the 
crossings,  and  to  resist  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  force 
a  passage.  A  reconnoissance  was  also  sent  out  under  Gen- 
eral Bl^r  to  ascertain  the  position  of  Johnston's  army, 
and  reported  no  enemy  within  striking  distance. 

The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  what  was  accom- 
plished by  the  expedition  under  General  Blair : 
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Inhnnation  raacliing  tho  eara  of  the  coianiaiidinj  general,  that 
Johnston  in  possession  of  a  considerable  force,  was  moving  towards  the 
Jiig  Elack  Eiver  with  an  intention  of  making  a  demonstration  on  our 
army  now  in  Ihe  rear  of  Vicksburg,  inducod  the  movement  of  a  buSI- 
cieat  body  of  troops  in  that  direclJon,  to  meet  the  approaching  enemy, 
if  found,  aa  repottad,  and  engage  hira  before  he  could  effect  a  crossicg, 
or  at  every  hazard  to  repel  any  attempt  ha  might  make  to  secure  a  foot- 
hold on  tills  side.  Accordingly,  an  ospedition  was  sent  out  under  Gene- 
ral P.  P.  Blair,  Jr.,  composed  of  men  Boleoted  from  each  corps  of  the 
army,  with  their  artillery  and  a  command  of  cavahy.  On  the  2Uh  of 
May,  the  party  started  on  their  mission,  and  maroliing  hastily  towards 
Mechanicsburg,  the  cavalry  in  advance,  when  near  that  place,  fell  in 
with  about  one  tliousand  man,  partly  of  the  Twentieth  Miaaiaaippi 
mounted  infantry,  coimnanded  by  Colonel  "Wirt  Adams,  and  the  rasl, 
composed  of  detaehmenta,  all  under  command  of  Genera!  Adams,  A 
brisk  skirmish  ensued,  resulting  in  forcing  back  our  cavalry.  T 
fantry  was  soon  formed  and  thrown  forward,  and  after  a  brief  engage- 
ment the  enemy  left  the  field  in  haste. 

This  affair  heing  over,  the  troops  pushed  forward,  scouring  the 
try  in  all  directions,  seizing  stock,  bacon,  and  every  other  thing  useful 
to  the  enemy.    The  advance  marched  within  twenty  miles  of  Yazoo 
City,  without  meeting  any  force,  then  struck  across  the  country  and  i 
turned  to  take  their  part  in  the  investment  of  Victaburg. 

The  lacts  collected  concerning  the  enemy  were,  that  Johnston  had 
hia  call  twenty  thousand  men  at  Canton,  and  a  similar  number  at  Jack- 
son. This  force  was  composed  of  very  old  and  young  men,  all  ooi 
scripted  for  the  occasion,  and  were  without  arms.  His  serviceable  fore 
did  not  number  more  than  fifteen  thousand,  though  by  the  inhabitants 
is  estimated  much  higher. 

The  expedition  returned,  confident  that  no  fears  sliould  be  entertained 
of  serious  difBculty  from  the  direction  of  the  Big  Black,  at  any  rate  for 
some  time.  His  last  eiperienee  had  so  intimidated  the  rebel  general 
that  there  was  little  danger  of  great  boldness  on  his  part,  and  so  long 
as  he  remained  on  the  other  aide  of  the  river,  General  Grant  was  in- 
formed that  lie  need  have  no  concern  about  him.  Our  cavalry  was  al- 
ways in  movement  in  that  du^otion,  and  kept  close  watch  on  all  hia 

The  captures  made  during  tho  expedition  amounted  to  five  hundred 
head  of  cattle,  five  hundred  horses  and  mules,  one  hundred  bales  of  cot- 
ton,  and  ten  thousand  pounds  of  bacon.    AH  bridges  were  either  burned 
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or  demolished,  and  all  forage  destroyed, 
divesled  of  every  Hiing  a; 

In  the  mean  time,  Genera!  Grant  set  the  sappera  and  mi- 
neis  at  work  npon  the  most  eligible  sites.  Mines  were 
dug,  powder  planted,  and  every  thing  made  ready  to  blow 
up  the  advanced  works,  at  the  shortest  notice.  The  rebel 
works,  in  the  front  and  rear,  were  also  bombarded,  at  in- 
tervals, night  and  day,  first  by  the  fleet,  then  by  the  ap- 
proaching pai-allels  of  General  Grant,  and  so  alternately, 
during  the  whole  month  of  the  siege.  And  as  the  shells 
would  burst  in  the  works,  it  would  inspire  the  men  to  re- 
new their  task  with  greater  vigor. 

About  the  middle  of  June,  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  under 
General  Parke,  and  a  part  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps, 
under  Genera!  Washbui-ne,  was  added  to  General  Grant's 
command,  and  by  him  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Big 
Bkck  River,  to  resist  any  movement  of  Johnston,  and,  if 
necessary,  to  attack  and  drive  htm  back. 

It  bad  also  been  reported  that  General  Johnston  was 
again  approaching  the  Big  Black  River,  with  a  very  large 
improvised  force.  About  this  time  a  courier  was  captured, 
who  had  managed  to  get  out  of  Vicksburg  daring  the 
night,  and  had  passed  the  picket  lines  under  cover  of  the 
darkness.  He  had  upon  him  a  number  of  letters  from  the 
rebel  soldiers,  to  their  wives.  The  men  wrote  in  a  sad 
tone ;  but  stated  that  they  were  resigned,  and  put  their 
trust  in  the  Lord.  They,  however,  still  lived  in  hopes  of 
Joe  Johnston  coming  to  their  relief.  An  expedition  was 
then  formed  to  resist  the  advance  of  General  Johnston's 
forces,  and  General  Sherman  was  placed  in  command. 
General  Grant,  in  his  letter  to  General  Sherman,  accompa- 
nying the  order  for  the  movement,  spoke  of  these  letters. 

*  Correspondence  of  the  Nina  York  BeraSd. 
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"They  seem,"  said  he,  "to  put  a  great  deal  of  faith  in 
the  Lord,  and  Joe  Johnston,  but  you  must  whip  Johnston 
at  least  fifteen  miles  from  here." 

The  following  order,  to  General  Parte,  shows  the  same 
decided  determination  with  regard  to  Johnston's  forces : 

Jane  22,  1863. 
Ge>-eral  Pakke  :— Sherman  goes  out  from  here  witli  fi^e  brigades, 
aud  Oacerhaua's  Diyision  subject  to  his  orders  besides.  In  aiidition  to 
this,  another  division,  6,000  strong,  is  nolifled  to  be  in  readiness  to  rooTe 
on  notice.  In  addition  to  this,  I  can  spare  still  another  division,  6,000 
strong,  if  they  should  be  req^uired.  We  want  to  whip  Johnston  at  least 
fifleoQ  miles  off,  if  possible.  V.  S.  Grint,  Major-General 

The  result  of  the  movement  was,  that  General  Johnston, 
finding  General  Grant's  position  to  he  as  strong  in  the  rear 
as  it  was  in  the  front,  and  that  Vicksburg  was  certainly 
doomed,  gave  up  all  liope  of  diverting  the  attacking  general 
from  his  settled  purpose,  and  retreated  towards  Jackson. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

THK  EXPLOSION  OP  THE  Mil 


The  sappers  anil  miners  pushed  on  tlieir  work  with  a 
steady  perseverance,  until,  on  June  25th,  1863,  the  mines 
■were  ready  to  be  sprung.  All  the  time  the  excavations  had 
been  in  progress  a  most  rigid  guard  had  been  kept  npon 
the  entrances,  and  even  the  field  and  line  officers  of  General 
Grant's  anny  were  not  allowed  to  inspect  the  saps  and 
mines.  The  utmost  possible  secrecy  was  observed  con- 
cerning them,  and  though  some  knew  the  intention  to  blow 
up  the  enemy's  works,  yet  Low  or  where  it  was  to  be  done 
was  a  matter  known  to  but  few.  The  guards  at  the  head 
of  the  saps  leading  to  the  entrance  of  the  mine,  were  in- 
structed to  allow  no  one  to  pass  under  the  rank  of  a  general, 
with  an  exception  in  the  case  of  engineers  and  workmen 
immediately  in  charge. 

The  following  is  a  brief  description  of  the  mining 
operations  that  were  performed  under  General  Grant's 
directions : 

In  order  to  reach  the  main  sap  running  to  the  mine,  it 
was  necessary  to  traverse  a  distance  of  three  hundred  yards, 
in  front  of  the  enemy's  main  work.  To  do  this  a  series  of 
trenches  were  dug,  taking  directions  at  no  time  exposed 
to  an  enfilading  fire  from  the  enemy,  yet,  at  every  yard, 
approaching  nearer  and  nearer,  with  perfect  safety  to  the 
sappers.  In  these  works  a  number  of  sharpshooters  were 
posted  to  keep  the  enemy  from  looking  over  and  discovering 
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or  interferiDg  -with  the  labors  of  the  mining  party.  In 
differtait  locations  along  the  works,  batteries  were  thro^tTi 
np  and  guns  mounted,  which  had  excellent  battering 
positions. 

A  number  of  other  heavy  batteries  were  also  in  working 
order,  but  in  locations  that  did  not  possess  the  advantages 
of  those  already  mentioned. 

From  the  head  of  the  trench  to  the  mouth  of  the  mine 
ran  a  ditch  about  six  feet  wide  and  six  feet  deep,  the  earth 
of  which  was  thrown  upon  the  surface  towards  the  enemy. 
This  afforded  double  security  and  protection  against  the 
enemy's  projectiles.  The  length  of  this  trench  was  about 
thirty-flve  yards. 

On  approaching  the  mine,  the  visitor,  on  looking  round, 
found  himself  in  plain  view  and  within  five  yards  of  the 
enemy's  strongest  work,  the  parapet  of  which  was  abont 
twenty  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  ditch.  This  work  was 
evidently  of  sod,  almost  perpendicular  on  its  outer  face, 
intended  to  mount  four  gans,  and  was  supposed  to  be  the 
keep  of  the  rebel  position.  A  few  steps  in  advance,  and  the 
visitor  was  before  the  mine,  which  here  had  the  appearance 
of  a  square  shafli  dug  into  the  earth,  with  a  gradual  declivity 
as  you  penetrate.  The  entrance  was  made  in  the  scarp  of 
the  enemy's  fort,  and  presented  an  opening  four  feet  square, 
well  framed  with  timber  to  keep  up  the  loose  earth  which 
the  projectiles  of  the  attacking  party  had  broken  from  the 
face  of  the  work.  In  order  to  protect  the  entrance  a  num- 
ber of  gabions  and  boxes  had  been  piled  up  before  the  mouth, 
and  afforded  ample  security  from  hand  grenades  and  shell 
thrown  over  by  the  rebel  troops  inside. 

Tiie  main  gallery,  from  the  mouth  to  the  point  of  diver- 
gence of  the  other  galleiles,  measured  thirty-five  feet. 
Here  three  smaller  galleries  set  out,  one  ten  feet  deep, 
obliquely  to  the  left ;  another  eight  feet,  diverging  to  the 


d^vGoogle 


right,  and  a  third,  eight  feet  in  length,  being  a  continuation 
of  the  main  gallery.  The  chambers  for  the  reception  of 
the  powder  were  let  into  the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  and  were 
about  two  feet  in  depth. 

Having  completed  one  gallery,  the  powder  was  brought 
up  and  packed  into  the  chambers  in  almost  equal  quantities, 
the  entire  quantity  used  being  twenty-two  hundred  pounds, 
one  thousand  of  which  were  placed  at  the  end  of  the  main 
gallery,  the  remainder  being  distributed  in  the  extremities 
of  the  smaller  galleries.  From  each  of  the  chambei-s  a  fuse 
was  run  out  to  the  month  of  the  shaft,  where  the  match 
was  to  be  applied  at  the  designated  time. 

The  working  party  engaged  on  the  mines  was  formed  of 
a  detail  from  various  regiments  under  General  Grant,  a  call 
being  made  to  forward  to  head-quarters  all  practical  miners 
in  the  regiments.  Accordingly  in  a  few  hours  fifty  picked 
men,  chiefly  Welsh,  Scotch,  English,  and  Irish,  of  experience 
in  the  old  country,  were  immediately  organized  into  a  corps, 
under  the  direct  command  of  a  miner  of  reputation.  This 
party  reported  to  tlie  chief  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and 
the  work  at  once  commenced,  the  entire  time  occupied  for 
the  excavation  being  forty  hours. 

Another  sap  was  also,  on  the  last  day,  run  off  to  the  left, 
at  an  angle  to  the  main  one  leading  to  t'^e  mine.  This  sap 
ran  parallel  to  the  enemy's  breastwoi-k  and  just  outside  of 
where  ran  the  exterior  end  of  the  ditch,  which  had  been 
partly  filled.  The  object  of  this  new  sap  was  to  afford  a 
secure  place  for  the  Union  sharpshooters,  and  enable  them 
to  hold  their  ground  on  the  right  by  keeping  down  a  flank 
fire.    The  length  of  the  sap  was  about  fifty  yards. 

It  may  be  supposed  by  some  that  the  running  of  mines  is 
the  mere  operation  of  the  pick  and  shovel,  without  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  enemy  by  means  of  the  same 
instruments,  as  well  as  by  his  riflemen  picking  off  the  men 
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as  they  approach,  or  by  throwing  haad  grenades  and  shell 
over  the  parapet  amongst  the  men.  This  idea  is  quite 
different  from  the  reality.  A  few  facts  connected  with  the 
proceedmgs  may  enable  the  reader  to  form  some  notion  of 
this  dangerous  operation.  The  work  is  generally  per- 
formed after  dark ;  and  on  the  night  preceding  the  explosion 
of  June  25th,  1863,  the  working  party  returned  to  the  mine, 
already  a  depth  of  thirty-five  feet,  which  was  the  entire 
number  of  feet  of  the  main  gallery.  The  men  had  but 
fairly  commenced  when  they  heard,  as  they  supposed,  near 
by,  the  picking  and  shovelling  of  another  party,  which 
they  knew  to  be  the  enemy,  endeavoring  to  intercept  the 
Union  mine.  The  men  of  the  attacking  side  at  once  desist- 
ed from  their  labors,  and  applied  their  ears  to  the  walls  of 
the  gallery  in  order  to  detect  the  direction  of  approach, 
if  possible,  of  the  enemy's  countermine.  Soon,  however, 
the  enemy  himself  ceased  his  labors.  The  Unionists  once 
more  resumed  operations,  and  worked  untU  midnight,  the 
enemy  working  at  the  same  time,  and  seemingly  approach- 
ing the  outside  shaft.  "  At  this  juncture,"  says  a  corre- 
spondent, "  an  unexpected  panic  ovei-came  the  workers,  and 
they  hurried  out  of  the  mine  with  considerable  dispatch. 
The  cause  of  this  excitement  is  said  to  have  been  a 
suspicion  that  the  enemy  waS  about  to  blow  up  his  own 
mine,  in  view  of  counteracting  our  own.  Accordingly 
nothing  was  done  until  morning,  when  the  party,  reassured, 
renewed  their  work." 

The  following  interesting  account  of  the  firing  and  ex- 
plosion of  the  mine  is  given  by  an  army  correspondent 
who  witnessed  the  whole  affair : 

At  three  o'clock  thia  aftornoon  a  messengsr  amved  from  the  mine, 
tiiinging  information  that  every  thing  was  in  readiness  to  apply  the 
natch.  The  troops  in  the  enter  works  were  all  withdrawn,  with  tlie 
exception  of  a  small  body  of  sharpshooters,  who  were  retained  to  keep 
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up  a  demonstratiOQ  ontQ  the  fuse  was  ^Lted,  when  they,  alao,  were  to 
retire  basCilj  to  a  respectful  distance  under  cover  of  one  OC  the  paral- 
lels. 

As  part  of  the, grand  programme,  Leggett's  Brigade  was  ordered 
Tinder  srma,  and  marched  into  tbo  trcnchca  as  near  the  front  as  safety 
would  permit.  Here  tliey  rested,  awaiting  the  preconcerted  signal,  when 
the y  were  to  rush  upon  the  work  knmediately  on  the  heels  of  the  forlorn 
hope,  which  dangerous  duty  was  set  apart  for  a  detachment  of  one  hun- 
dred men  from  the  Forty-fifth  Dlinoia  lafantry,  and  another  hundred 
from  the  Twenty-third  Indiana-  These  bodies  were  liirown  out  in  the 
extreme  advance,  with  instructions  for  the  Forty-fifli  Ilhnois  to  assault 
on  tlie  right  on  Fort  Hill,  the  moment  the  explosion  had  taken  place, 
and  the  Twenty-third  Indiana  Was  to  rush  out  the  sap  runnii^  to  the 
left  and  attack  the  curtain  of  the  fort  extending  towards  tlie  town. 
Here  they  were  to  keep  down,  by  means  of  musketry,  the  enemy's  rifle- 
men ;  for  without  tliis  accomplished,  we  would  have  suffered  an  enfila- 
ding fire  on  the  attackers  upon  the  main  fort. 

As  a  support  to  the,  brigade  of  Leggett,  Gieneral  Stephenson's  com- 
mand was  ordered  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  no- 
tice. As  an  additional  force,  and  kind  of  reserve  to  the  support,  the 
Seventeenth  Iowa  and  Fifty-siith  Illinois,  of  General  John  E.  Smith's 
Division,  and  the  Seventeenth  Wisconsin,  of  Hansom's  Brigade,  Mc- 
Artimr's  Division,  were  brought  to  the  centre  and  held  to  the  tear  to 
aw^t  the  development  of  the  struggle.  These  troops  carried  nolhii^ 
with  them  but  their  muskets  and  cartridge  boies ;  many  of  them  were  in 
their  shirt  sleeves,  evidently  antioiuiiting  warm  worit,  if  engaged. 

As  might  bo  supposed,  Che  explosion  was  designated  as  the  signal 
for  a  general  simultaneous  co-jperation  all  along  the  lines  from  right 
to  left.  In  making  an  attack  of  this  character,  it  was  expected  that 
the  attention  of  the  enemy  would  be  distracted,  and  the  force  witliin 
bo  distributed  along  the  entire  line,  instead  of  being  concentrated  upon 
the  one  fort  in  front  of  this  corps,  which  would  result  in  inevitable,  per- 
haps irreparable  defeat.  All  Uiese  contingencies  were  wisely  considered, 
and  the  subsequent  results  exemplified  how  necessary  was  the  co-opera- 
lion  of  the  other  commands. 

Every  thmg  was  finished.  The  vitalizing  spark  had  quickened  the 
hitherto  passive  agent,  and  the  now  harmless  fiashes  went  hurrying  to 
the  centre.  The  troops  had  been  withdrawn.  The  forlorn  hope  stood 
out  in  plain  view,  boldly  awaiting  the  uncertainties  of  ttio  precarious 
office.    A  ehiUing  sensation  ran  throagli  the  frame  ns  an  observer  looked 
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down  upott  this  deroted  band  aljouS  to  hurl  itself  into  the  breaoh^ier- 
ehanee  into' the  jaws  of  death.  Thousands  of  men  in  acms  flashed  on 
every  hill.  Every  one  waa  speechless.  Even  men  of  tried  valor — vet- 
erans insensible  to  the  shouts  of  contending  battalions,  or  nerved  to  the 
shrieka  of  comrades  suffering  under  the  torture  of  painful  agoniea — 
stood  motionless  aa  they  directed  their  eyes  upon  the  spot  where  soon, 
the  terror  of  a  buried  agency  wouJd  discover  itself  in  wild  concussions 
and  contortions,  carrying  annihilation  to  all  within  the  scope  of  its  tre- 
mendous power.  It  was  the  seemiDg  torpor  which  precedes  the  antago- 
nism of  powerful  bodies.  Five  minutes  had  elapsed.  It  seemed  Lka  an 
esiatcnce.  Five  minutes  more,  and  yet  no  signs  of  the  espected  exhibi- 
tion An  indescribable  sensation  of  impatience,  blended  with  a  still  active 
anticipation,  ran  throngh  the  assembled  spectators.  A  small  pail  of 
smolte  now  discovered  itself ;  every  one  thought  the  crisis  had  come, 
and  almost  saw  the  terrific  scone  wliich  the  mind  had  depicted.  Uut 
not  yet.  Every  eye  now  centered  upon  the  smoke,  momentarQy  grow- 
ing greater  and  greater.  Thus  another  five  minutes  wore  away,  and 
curiosity  was  not  satisfled.  Another  few  mmutes,  then  the  explosion; 
and  upon  the  horizon  conld  be  seen  an  enormous  column  of  earth,  dust, 
timbers,  and  projectiles  lifted  into  the  air  at  an  altitude  of  at  least  eighty 
feet.  One  entire  face  of  the  fort  was  disembodied  and  scattered  in 
particles  all  over  the  surrounding  surface.  The  right  and  left  faces 
were  also  much  damaged ;  but  fortunately  enough  of  them  remained  to 
afford  an  excellent  protection  on  our  flanks. 

No  sooner  had  the  explosion  taken  place  than  the  two  detachments 
acting  sa  the  forlorn  hope  ran  into  the  fort  and  sap,  as  already  mention- 
ed. A  brisk  musketry  fire  at  once  commenced  between  the  two  parties, 
with  about  equal  effect  upon  either  side.  No  sooner  had  these  detach- 
ments become  well  engaged  than  the  rest  of  Leggett's  Brigade  joined 
them  and  entered  into  ibs  struggle.  The  reg^enta  relievir^  each 
other  at  intervals,  the  contest  now  grew  severe ;  both  sides,  determined 
upon  holding  their  own,  were  doing  their  best.  Tolley  after  volley  was 
fired,  thovigh  with  less  carnage  than  would  be  supposed.  The  Forty- 
fifth  Illinois  charged  immediately  up  to  the  crest  of  the  parapet,  and 
here  suffered  its  heaviest,  losing  many  officers  in  the  assault. 

After  a  severe  contest  of  half  an  hour,  with  varying  results,  the  fiag 
of  the  Forty-Hfth  appeared  upon  the  summit  of  the  work.  The  position 
was  gained.  Cheer  ailer  cheer  broke  through  t!ie  confusion  and  uproar 
of  the  contest,  assuring  the  troops  everywhere  along  tlie  hne  that  the 
Forly-fifth  was  still  itself.     The  colonel  was  now  left  alone  in  coinniiinii 
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of  ths  regiment,  and  he  waa  timaelf  badly  'bruiaed  by  a  flying  splinter. 
Tho  regiment  had  also  suffered  severely  in  tlie  line,  and  the  Iroopa  wero 
worn  out  by  escegsive  heat  and  hard  fighting. 

Relief  was  necessary.  Accordingly  another  Illinois  regiment  was 
ordered  up  and  the  Forty-fifth  drawn  off— this  waa  aii  o'clock  r.  a. 
After  this  the  action  was  kept  up  briskly  but  steadily  for  several  hours, 
until  dusk,  whea  the  firing  lulled  and  the  men  took  a  respite.  While 
the  rorty-flftli  was  so  hotly  engaged  in  the  fort,  the  Twenty-third  Indi- 
ana followed  its  first  detachment  mto  the  sap,  from  which  place  they 
were  to  hold  the  rebels  at  bay  during  the  contest  for  the  fort  The  reb- 
els fought  desperately  as  well  sit  thU  point  as  llie  other ;  but  the  char- 
acter of  the  engagement  waa  different,  the  troops  firing  at  each  other 
OTcr  breastworks  of  earth.  This  regiment  displayed  great  galhmtry  and 
did  eieellent  service  in  it3  way.  In  eonsec[uence  of  tie  limited  apace  in 
which  to  figlit,  not  more  tlian  one  recent  could  act  in  either  place  at 
the  same  time;  accordingly  regiments  were  reUeved  by  re^ments  as 
rapidly  as  the  neeesaitics  of  the  occasion  demanded. 

During  the  hottest  of  the  action  General  Leggett  waa  in  the  fort  m  the 
midat  of  his  troops,  ahariug  their  dangers  and  partaking  of  their  gloiy. 
While  here,  a  shell  from  one  of  the  enemy's  guns  exploded  in  a  timber 
lying  on  the  parapet,  distributing  splinters  in  a!!  directions,  one  of  which 
struck  the  Generid  on  the  breast,  knocking  him  over.  Tliough  some- 
what bruised  and  stunned,  he  soon  recovered  himself,  and  taking  a  chair, 
sat  in  one  of  the  trenches  near  the  fort,  where  he  could  be  seen  hy  his 

The  eiplosion  of  the  mine  was  the  signal  for  the  opening  of  tlie  artil- 
lery of  the  entire  line.  The  left  division  of  General  MePherson's  Seven- 
teenth or  centre  Corps  opened  first,  and  discharges  were  repealed  along 
the  left  through  General  Ord's  Thirteenth  Corpa,  and  Ilerron's  extreme 
"left  division,"  until  the  sound  struck  the  ear  hits  the  mutterings  of 
distant  thunder.  General  Sherman,  on  the  right,  also  opened  hi  a  artil- 
lery about  the  same  time  and  occupied  the  enemy's  attention  along  his 
tVont.  Every  shell  struck  the  parapet,  nnd,  boundmg  over,  exploded  in 
the  midat  of  the  enemy's  forces  beyond.  The  scene  at  this  time  was 
one  of  the  utmost  sublimity.  The  roar  of  artillery,  rattle  of  small  arms, 
the  cheers  of  themea,  fiashesofhght,  wreathes  of  pale  bine  smoke  over 
different  parts  of  the  field,  the  bursting  of  shell,  tlie  fierce  whistle  of 
solid  shot,  the  deep  boom  of  the  mortars,  the  broadsides  of  the  ships  of 
war,  and  added  to  all  this,  the  vigorous  repUes  of  the  enemy,  set  up  a 
din  which  beggars  all  description.     The  peculiar  oonfiguraljon  of  the 
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field  afforded  ac  opportunity  to  witness  almost  every  tattery  and  every 
rifle-pit  within  seeing  distance,  and  it  is  due  to  all  tlie  troops  to  say  Ibat 
every  one  did  his  duty. 

After  Uie  posaesaioo  of  the  fort  was  no  longer  in  doubt,  tlie  pioneer 
oorps  mounted  the  work  with  their  shovels  and  sot  to  Hirowingup  earth 
vigorously  in  order  to  secure  space  for  artillery.  A  most  fortunate  pe- 
culiarity in  the  espiosion  was  the  manner  in  which  the  earth  was 
Oirown  out.  The  appearance  of  the  place  was  that  of  a  funnel,  with 
heavy  sides  running  up  to  the  very  crest  of  the  parapet,  affording  ad- 
mirable protection  not  only  for  our  troops  and  pioneers,  but  turned  out 
a  ready  made  fortification  in  the  rough,  yhich,  with,  a  slight  application 
of  tlie  shovel  and  pick,  was  ready  to  receive  the  guns  to  be  used  at  this 

Miraculous  as  it  may  Beera,  amid  all  lie  fiery  ordea!  of  this  aitemoon's 
enj,agQinent,  one  hundred  killed  and  two  hundred  wounded  is  a  largo 
estimite  of  casualties  on  our  side. 

Prom  I  lookout  on  the  summit  of  an  eminence  near  the  rebel  works, 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  could  be  plainly  watchod.  An  individual 
in  the  tower,  just  prior  to  the  explosion  of  tlie  mine,  saw  two  rebel  regi- 
ments marching  out  to  the  fort.  Of  a  sudden — perhaps  upon  seeing  the 
smoke  of  the  fuse — the  troops  turned  about  and  rait  towards  the  town 
in  perfect  panic.  They  were  not  seen  again  during  the  fight;  but  other 
regents  were  brought  up  to  supply  their  plane.* 

Another  correspondent  gives  the  following  brief  sketch 
of  the  explosion ; 

This  morning  the  work  was  completed,  an  immense  quantity  of  gun- 
powder was  stored  in  tlio  cavity  prepared  to  receive  it,  and  the  fuse 
train  was  laid.  At  noon  tie  different  regiments  of  the  Seventeenth 
Corps,  selected  to  make  the  assault  upon  the  breach  when  it  should  have 
been  effected,  were  marshallod  in  long  lines  upon  the  near  slopes  of  tho 
hiUs  immediately  confronting  the  doomed  rebel  fortifioationa,  where,  dis- 
posed for  the  attack,  they  impatiently  awaited  the  iencuemeni.  The 
rebels  seemed  to  discover  that  some  movement  was  on  foot,  for  fran  the 
moment  our  troops  came  into  position  until  tlie  explosion  took  place  their 
Bliarpshooters  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  from  the  whole  lino  of  their 
works. 

At  length  all  was  in  readiness  ;  the  fuse  train  was  fired,  and  it  went 

*  Mr.  De  B.  Randolph  Keim's  dispatch  of  June  2Sth,  to  tho  Sevi  York 
ILrakl. 
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fizzing  and  popping  tlirough  tlie  zigiap  lino  of  trenches,  until  for  a 
moment  it  Taniahed.  Its  disappsaranoe  was  quickly  succeeded  by  the 
explosion,  and  tlie  mine  was  sprung.  So  terrible  a  spectacle  is  seldom 
witnessed,  Ittiat,  dirt,  smoke,  gabions,  stockades,  timber,  gnn-carriages, 
logs — in  fact,  every  thitigconneoted  with  the  fort — rose  hundreda  offset 
into  the  air,  as  if  vomited  forth  from  a  volcano.  Some  who  were  close 
spectators  even  say  tliat  they  saw  the  bodies  of  the  poor  wretches  who 
a  moment  before  had  lined  the  ramparts  of  the  work.* 

As  soon  as  the  explosion  had  taken  place,  the  greatest 
activity  was  manifested  along  the  whole  line,  under  the 
aoul-in spiring  orders  of  General  Grant.  The  following  is 
a  specimen  of  the  emphatic  style  with  which  that  general 
calls  for  vigilance  on  the  part  of  his  troops  : 

Juii^  35,  1863. 
GBKEEiii.  OttD: — McPheraonoceupiesthe  crater  made  by  the  explosion. 
He  wijl  have  guns  in  battery  there  by  morning.  He  has  been  hard  at 
work  running  rifle-pitfl  right,  and  thinks  he  will  hold  all  gained.  Zeep 
Smith's  Difisiott  sleeping  wider  arms  iu-night  ready  fur  an  emergency. 
Their  services  may  be  requu'ed  particularly  about  daylight.  Tltere  sftoaM 
be  the  greatest  I'igitance  along  the  whole  line. 

U  S  Grist,  Major- Seneral. 

In  tlie  mean  time,  the  gunboat  fleet  off  Wairenton  com- 
menced a  bombardment  of  the  enemy's  forts.  This  was 
kept  up  without  intermission  until  midnight,  when  it  was 
slackened  to  desultory  shots.  The  fuses  of  tbe  shells  as 
they  ascended  in  the  air  were  easily  distinguishable,  and 
looked  in  their  course  like  shooting  meteors.  When  they 
would  strike  the  shell  would  explode  with  a  terrific  report. 
Some  of  the  shells  exploded  in  the  air,  and  the  flashes  which 
they  emitted  looked  like  an  immense  piece  of  pyrotecbny. 

*  Mi.  Jamea  C  Fitapatriok's  dispatch  of  June  25th. 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

THE  BUEEENDEE   OF   VlCKBBtTRG. 

After  tbe  explosion  of  the  mine,  and  the  occupation  of 
that  part  of  the  rebel  works,  Gieneral  Grant  resumea  the 
operation  of  constructing  parallels,  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
proaching near  enough  to  the  rebel  fortifications  to  take 
them  by  a  sudden  dash.  As  the  XT.  S.  troops  advanced,  the 
rebels  retired,  eonstructiog  inner  lines  of  defences  as  the 
enter  ones  were  taken.  On  the  28th  of  June  the  Union 
lines  were  thirteen  hundred  yards  nearer  the  city  than  the 
original  works.  As  these  lines  were  advanced  on  all  sides 
at  the  same  time,  the  rebel  area  of  operations  became 
more  and  more  circumscribed. 

During  this  bombardment  every  effort  was  made  to  re- 
duce the  rebel  works  without  nnneccssaiily  damaging  the 
city.    On  this  subject  a  correspondent  writes  as  follows : 

Be  it  uaderatood,  that  at  no  time  has  GeneriU  Grant  sought  the  dsstrae- 
.tionof  the  city.  HewUhes  to  spare  itfarCJiecity  itsdf,  and  became  it  con- 
tains women  and  cMidren.  As  long  ss  the  rebel  army  confines  ita  opera- 
tions outside  its  limita  tbe  city  will  remain  intact.  If  it  had  been 
necessary  to  destroy  tlie  city,  our  guns  now  in  range  could  have  acCDm- 
plished  the  work. 

The  capture  of  Vioksbnrg  is  a  foregone  conclusion.  We  get  the 
OTidence  of  the  fact  from  the  rebels  themselves.  A  few  days  ago  a 
rebel  mail  was  captured  coming  out  from  Vicksbnrg,  in  wliicb  wore  let- 
ters from  prominent  men  in  the  rebel  army,  who  state  that  they  cannot 
hold  out  much  longer,  and  informing  their  friends  that  they  eipect  to 
spend  their  summer  in  northern  prisons.  Better  evidence  of  the  con- 
dition of  things  in  the  rebel  army  cannot  be  desired. 

So  far  »B  the  siege  of  this  place  goes,  I  presume  the  people  at  home, 
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in  their  easy  chairs,  Siink  it  ought  to  have  been  flnished  long  aincc. 
To  such  let  me  say,  could  they  be  present  here,  and  make  a  tour  of  the 
country  in  this  vicinity,  and  see  tlie  poafiguration  of  tlie  country,  its 
broken  topography,  its  high  and  abrupt  liills,  deep  gullies,  gorges  and 
dilapidated  roada,  they  would  then  realize  the  difficulties  of  the  work. 
Then  there  is  a  large  army  to  feed,  great  m,aienel  to  be  brought  into 
position,  all  of  which  demands  lai^e  transportation,  and  tho  united  ef- 
forts of  thousands  of  men. 

General  Grant  acts  independently  of  opinions  of  the  public.  He 
fully  realizes  the  reaponsibjlity  of  his  position,  and  in  the  duty  before 
him,  he  is  determined  to  accomplish  his  work  with  as  great  an  economy 
of  human  life  as  possible.  He  feels  now  that  tie  prize  is  within  his  grasp, 
and  a  little  patience  will  aohiere  all,  which,  if  rashly  sought,  might  coat 
the  lives  of  the  brave  army  with  whom  he  has  gained  so  many  vic- 


Genera]  Sherman's  expedition  returned  from  the  special 
duty  assigned  it  without  meeting  anywhere  near  the  doom- 
ed city  the  rebel  army  under  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston. 
The  commander,  however,  obtained  sufficient  intelligence 
of  the  rebel  movements  to  decide  General  Grant  as  to  his 
plan  of  operations  immediately  after  the  reduction  of 
Ticks  burg. 

The  bombardment  and  approaches  steadily  progressed, 
and  it  was  whispered  about  among  the  troops  that  on  the 
following  annivei'sary  of  the  day  of  Independence  a  grand 
assault  was  to  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  place 
by  storm.  The  rebels,  doubtless,  were  apprised  of  this 
fact,  or  at  least  suspected  it,  for,  on  the  morning  of  the 
previous  day,  July  8d,  1963,  a  flag  of  truce  left  the  rebel 
lines,  with  a  sealed  communication  for  General  Grant, 
borne  by  General  Bowen  and  Colonel  Montgomery,  The 
bearers  of  the  docament  having  been  taken  to  the  nearest 
general  head-quartei-s,  a  courier  was  at  once  dispatched 
with  all  possible  haste  to  the  chief  commanding  office. 

•  Mr.  Charles  H.  FarrcU's  dispatch  to  the  .V*to  Tork  Her<Od. 
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On  opemng  the  document  Geneial  Grant  found  the  fol 
lowing  communication  addreased  to  himself: 

Heiad-Qdabiebs,  Tickhbheo,  Jiiiy  3,  1863. 
Major-Qeneral  Grant,  armmandmg  United  Stales  forces  : 

Gbnbeal  : — I  have  the  lienor  to  propose  to  you  an  araiistioe  for  — 
hours,  with  a  view  to  arranging  terms  for  tbe  capitulation  of  Vicks- 
bnrg.  To  this  end,  if  ^reeuble  to  you,  I  will  appoint  fliree  commia- 
BJoners,  to  meet  a  like  number  to  be  named  by  yourself,  at  such  place 
and  hour  as  you  may  find  conYenient.  I  make  this  proposition  to 
save  the  further  effusion  of  blood,  which  must  otherwise  be  shed  to  a 
frightful  extent,  feeling  myself  fully  able  to  maintain  my  position  for  a 
yet  indeSnife  period.  Thia  communication  will  be  handed  jou,  under 
a  flag  of  truce,  by  Major-General  James  Bowen. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seiTflnt, 

J.    C.    PsaEEKION. 

To  this  General  Grant  replied  aa  follows : 

HBAD-QUAKTERS,  DBPABTMEST  of   TKKSESaBE,    ) 

In  the  Pielh,  bear  Vjcksbdrq,  Jvly  3,  1863,  f 
Lieutenant-General  J.  C.  Pejibbhton,  comrtianding  Coafsderab: forces,  t&a  .■ 
GESERiL: — Tour  note  of  this  date,  just  received,  proposes  an  armis- 
tice of  several  hours,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  terms  of  oapitula- 
tioB  through  commissioners  to  be  appointed,  Ac.  The  eifuBioii  of  blood 
you  propose  stopping  by  this  course,  can  be  ended  at  any  time  you  may 
choose,  by  an  uscondUional  surrender  of  (be  city  and  gwrison.  Men  who 
have  shown  so  much  endurance  and  courage  as  those  now  in  Ticka- 
burg,  will  always  challenge  the  respect  of  an  adversary,  and  I  can 
assure  you  will  be  treated  with  all  the  respect  due  them  as  prisoners 
of  war.  I  do  not  fkvor  the  proportion  of  appointing  commissioners  to 
arrange  terms  of  capitulation,  because  I  have  no  oiJier  terms  than  Siosa 
indieoiid  above. 

I  am.  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  S.  Geant,  Majm-'Generol 

General  Bowen  expressed  a  wish  to  converse  with  the 
chief  General  on  this  important  matter ;  but  the  latl«r  at 
once  declined.  General  Bowen  then  requested  that  Gen- 
eral Grant  would  meet  General  Pemberton  on  neutral 
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ground,  as  moi'e  could  be  arranged  at  one  personal  inter- 
view than  by  an  exchange  of  numerous  dispatches.  Gene- 
ral Grant  very  readily  replied  he  would  willingly  do  so  in 
person,  offering  to  meet  General  Pemberton  the  same 
afternoon  at  three  o'clock,  and  consult  with  him  on  the 
terms  he  would  grant  the  garrison.  This  reply  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  rebel  messengers,  who,  blindfolded, 
were  conducted  back  to  the  place  of  entrance  to  the  Union 
lines,  and  were  there  set  at  liberty,  to  return  to  General 
Pemberton  with  the  answer. 

Nothing  more  was  now  done  until  afternoon.  The  ar- 
tillery re-opened,  and  the  siege  went  on  as  before.  By 
noon,  howevei-,  the  general  promulgated  his  orders,  requir- 
ing a  temporary  cessation  of  hostilities. 

The  following  interesting  account  of  the  interview  be- 
tween Generals  Gr^nt  and  Pemberton,  is  ^ven  by  one 
who  had  tollowed  the  army  duimg  the  whole  cimpaign 

At  three  0  clock  prec  &.Iy  one  gun  the  prearr^n^od  Bignil  waa 
firect,  and  mmed  ately  repl  ed  to  bj  the  enen  y  General  Pemberton 
then  made  hia  appearance  on  the  works  in  lf(,Pher=on  s  front  under 
a  white  flig  considerably  on  the  left  of  what  m  known  as  Fort 
ITilL  Gieneral  drant  ro  le  through  our  trenches  intd  ho  came  to  an 
outlet,  leaing  to  a  small  grtLU  i[icp  whiLh  had  not  been  trod  by 
either  army  Here  he  dismo  mted,  and  a/b,  anred  to  meet  Genenl  Pern 
berton,  with  whom  he  aho(k  hindi  and  greeted  fin  il  arly 

It  was  beneath  the  outspreading  branches  of  a  gigantic  oak  that  the 
coDfecenoa  of  the  generals  took  place.  Hero  presented  the  only  space 
which  had  not  been  used  for  some  purpose  or  other  by  the  contending 
armies.  The  ground  was  covered  with  a  fresh,  luxuriant  verdure;  here 
and  there  a  shrub  or  clump  of  bushes  could  be  seen  standing  out  from 
the  green  growth  on  the  surface,  while  several  oaks  filled  up  tlie 
scene,  and  gave  it  character.  Some  of  the  trees  in  their  tops  exiiibited 
the  effects  of  flying  projeetaes,  by  the  loss  of  limbs  or  torn  foliage,  and 
in  their  trunks  the  indentations  of  smaller  missiles  plainly  maiked  the 
occurrences  to  which  Uiey  had  been  silent  witnesses. 

The  party  made  up  to  take  part  in  the  conference  waa  composed  as 
follows : 
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United  Slala  Officers. 
Major-Gleneral  U.  S.  Grant. 
Major-General  James  B.  MoPliGrsOQ. 
Brigadier-General  A.  X  Smith. 

Ribd  Officers. 

Lieutenant-General  John  C.  Pemberton. 

Major-Genoral  Eowen. 

Colonel  Montgomeiy,  A.  A.-G.  to  General  Pemberton. 

When  GeaeralB  Grant  and  Pemberton  met  they  shook  hands,  Colonel 
Montgomery  introducing  the  party.  A  short  silence  ensned,  at  the  ei- 
pication  of  which  General  Pemberton  remarked : 

"General  Grant,  I  meet  you  in  order  to  arrange  terms  for  the  capitu- 
lation of  the  city  of  Tickaburg  and  ita  garrison.     What  terms  do  you 


"  Uiicondilional  surreTtdcr,'"  replied  General  Grant. 

"  Unconditional  aurreader  ?"  said  Pemberton.  "  Neyer,  so  long  as  I 
have  a  man  left  me  I     I  wQl  fight  rather." 

"Then,  sir,  you  can  coaiinue  Oie  lUfenee,"  cooMy  said  General  Grant. 
"My  army  has  never  6een  in  a  better  condilion  for  m  proawu&n  of  (he 

During  the  passing  of  these  few  preliminaries,  General  Pemberton 
was  greatly  agitated,  qmk  ng  from  h-=ad  to  foot,  while  General  Grant 
eiperienced  all  his  natiral  sell  po'iscs  n,  and  evmced  not  the  least  sign 
of  embarrassment. 

After  a  short  conTeraation  stand  n„  by  a  kind  of  mutual  tendency 
the  two  generals  wanJe  ed  off  from  the  rest  of  the  party  and  sealed 
themselTea  on  the  grasi  n  a  cluster  of  b  ishes,  where  alone  they  talked 
over  the  important  events  then  pendmg.  General  Grant  oonld  be  seen, 
even  at  that  distance,  taking  coolly,  occasionally  giving  a  few  pnffa  at 
his  tivorite  companion— his  black  cigar.  General  MoPherson,  General 
A.  J.  Smith,  General  Eowen,  and  Colonel  Montgomery,  imitating  Uie 
example  of  Hie  commanding  generals,  sealed  themselves  at  some  distant* 
off,  while  the  respeetiTe  staffs  of  the  generals  formed  another  and  larger 
group  in  the  rear. 

After  a  lengthy  conversation  the  generals  separated.  General  Pem- 
berton did  not  oomo  to  any  conclusion  on  the  matter,  but  stated  his 
intention  to  submit  the  matter  to  a  eouncil  of  general  officers  of  his  com- 
mand ;  and,  in  the  event  of  their  assent,  the  surrender  of  the  city  should 
be  made  in  the  morning.  ■  Until  morning  was  given  him  to  consider,  to 
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determina  upon  the  matter,  and  Beud  ia  hia  final  reply.     The  generala 
now  rode  to  their  respective  quarters.* 

General  Graut  next  conferred  at  his  head-quarters  with 
his  corps  and  division  commanders,  and  sent  the  following 
letter  to  General  Pemberton,  by  the  hands  of  Genera!  Logan 
and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Wilson  r 

HKiB-QijiBrEEa,  Departhbn-t  of  Tennessee,  I 

Near  Vicesburq,  Jaty  3,  1E63.  f 

Lieulenact-General  J.  C.   Pbubbbtos,   comtiKmdmg  Covfcdtrale  fiirc&i, 

Vicksburg,  Miss: 

GBBERiL :  la  conrormlty  with  the  agreement  of  this  aftenioon,  I  will 
aiibmit  the  following  propoaitioa  for  tlie  surrender  of  the  city  of  Ticks- 
burg,  public  stores,  &c.  On  your  accepting  the  terms  proposed,  1  will 
march  in  one  division,  as  a,  guard,  and  take  possession  at  eight  o'cloclc 
to-morrow  morning.  As  soon  as  paroles  can  i>e  made  out  and  signed  by 
the  officers  and  mcu,  you  will  be  allowed  to  march  out  of  our  hues,  the 
olllceis  Caking  with  them  their  regimental  dotliiag,  aad  staff,  Md,  and 
cavalry  officers  one  horse  each.  The  rank  and  file  wiU  be  allowed  all 
their  clothing,  but  no  other  property. 

If  these  conditions  are  accepted,  anyamoimt  of  rations  you  may  deenj 
necessary  can  be  taken  from  the  stores  you  now  have,  and  also  the 
necessary  cooking  utensils  for  preparing  them ;  thirty  wagons  also, 
counting  two  tivo-horse  or  mule  teams  as  one.  You  will  be  allowed  to 
transport  such  articles  as  cannot  be  carried  along.  The  same  conditions 
will  be  allowed  to  all  sick  and  wounded  officers  and  privates,  as  &st  ea 
they  become  able  lo  travel.  The  paroles  for  these  latter  must  be  signed, 
however,  whilst  officers  are  present,  authorized  to  sign  the  toll  of 
prisoners. 

I  aro,  GJeneral,  very  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  Gbant,  Majm- General 

The  same  correspondent,  whose  description  of  the  inter- 
view between  the  generals  has  already  been  given,  writes 
under  date  of  July  4th,  as  follows  : 

From  the  time  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  conference  of  generals,  till 
•  Mr.  Keim's  dispatch  to  the  New  York  Htrald. 
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tiia  morning,  when  the  surrender  became  an  irrevocable  fact,  the  im- 
patiencG  and  rcstlessncas  of  the  entire  array  was  greaier  than  can 
possibly  be  imagined.  The  troopaooased  their  customary  vigilance  and 
Tvandereii  from  onmp  to  camp  in  a  state  of  listless  reaction.  There  was 
no  firing  from  tlie  trenchea  or  battories,  for  orders  had  been  promulgated 
that  all  operations  of  a  hosljlo  character  should  cease  uotil  resnmed  by 
authority  fram  head-quarters.  This  ilos  the  first  imtimce  of  a  cessatiim 
e/finnj  since  otir  arrkal  The  esistsnce  of  the  two  arraiea  was  not 
■  perceptible  escept  in  the  presecce  of  the  troopa  Everywlioro  silence 
and  relaiation  reigned.  It  ivas  a  change  from  the  most  exacting  duty 
on  tbo  one  liand,  to  the  most  eitreme  idleness  on  the  other.  The  only 
pppearanco  of  duty  by  either  array  was  on  the  part  of  a  few  sentinel?, 
Bfltional  and  rebel,  posted  at  various  points  along  our  linos  ami  the  rebel 
works,  to  liosp  back  the  curious  of  our  own  men,  as  well  as  to  stay  Ihs 
desire  of  Hie  enemy  to  penetrate  within  our  Unes  and  see  tlie  perfct-t 
network  of  apprnaclies  by  means  of  which  we  have  advanced  unharmed 
up  to  tlio  very  ditches  of  tl;eir  forts. 

Tha  rexnaiudor  of  ycstErdsy  was  passed  by  many  of  the  soldiers  of 
both  armies  m  chats  iipon  various  matters  connected  with  tlie  carapaigtL 
Knots  of  a  half  dozen  of  our  men,  and  a  like  number  of  rebels,  criuld  bo 
seen  here  and  there  reclining  upon  the  eilerior  slope  of  tlie  enemy's 
works,  engaged  ie  enthusiastic  conversation,  not  unfrequontij'  relieving 
its  monotony  by  physical  application  upon  each  other.  Id  enforce  the 
veracity  of  their  assorHons,  when  doubted  by  the  opposite  party.  Thus 
did  they  wile  away  the  houra  of  the  evening  until  tattoo,  when  the 
soldiers  of  each  side,  excepting  tliose  on  sentinel  duty,  disappeared. 
During  Iho  night  no  sWrtling  ocourroncea  happened,  all  beinff  quiet. 
The  morning  of  this  thrice  glorious  Fourth  dawned  with  a  cloudless 
aky,  and,  even  ere  Iho  sun  had  risen,  the  camps  were  alive  with  an 
anticipating  and  impatient  set,  whoso  loquacity  poured  itself  fortli,  in  a 
oonftision  of  languages  which  m%ht  be  heard  ringing  in  Ihe  dear  air  at 
3  distance  several  times  the  usual  compasa  of  Ihe  human  voice.  JTor 
ware  the  speculifjns  of  Ho  men  less  various  than  their  language.  One 
had  I'la  reasons  for  knoiving  that  the  rebels  were  using  the  present  mo- 
men  i  0  rcDite  to  strengthen  themsclvea  or  to  consolidate  their  force 
on  some  unoipeeted  pomt  of  attack  or  prhaps  to  effect  somo  other 
designs  equally  as  netarious  of  which  ^\e  wore  not  aware.  Somosaid 
the  cnen  }  had  no  mttntion  of  surrendering,  but,  fearing  a  first  class 
Fourth  of  July  bombirdmect  they  hit  upon  the  present  plan  of  eluding 
such  1  direful  vip  tit   n  jii  it"  i     ^^  ary  results.     In  Ihis  way  reo- 
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soned  many.  Anotter  set  iJiought,  if  it  really  were  the  intention  of 
the  enemy  to  aurrender,  it  was  time  tliey  were  coming  to  a  oonolusioo. 
riiey  "could  not  see  why  they  did  not  do  so  at  once,"  they ''thought 
the  rebels  were  playing  a  aliarp  gams,"  and  so  fortli;  every  man  giving 
himaolE  a  vast  nmoiint  of  iinnecesaary  trouble  and  concern. 

Thus  time  moved  along  heavily,  each  moment  passing  like  a  duration 
of  almost  weeks,  until  the  evenWul  time  liad  arrived,  and  it  was  known 
to  a  cortEiinty  that  Viokshurg  had  indeed  surrendered. 

Having  a  few  hours  leisure  this  morning,  prior  to  the  arriyal  of  the 
dispateh  from  General  Pemberton,  stating  lie  was  ready  to  surrender,  I 
took  occasion  to  visit  General  Grant,  and  found  everybody  about  his 
head-quarters  in  a  state  of  the  liveliest  satisfaction.  It  was  evident  Ihe 
glorious  events  of  the  day  were  duly  appreciated. 

The  General  I  found  in  conversation  more  animated  than  I  have  ever 
known  liira.  lie  is  evidently  contented  with  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  acquitted  himself  of  the  responaiblo  task  which  lias  for  more  than 
five  months  engrossed  Lis  mind  and  his  army.  The  consummatifin  is 
one  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud.  From  Bruinsburg  to  Vickshiirg, 
nineteen  days,  presents  one  of  the  most  active  records  of  marches,  actions, 
and  victories  of  the  war.  All  the  combined  operations  of  our  armies, 
for  a  similar  lengtli  of  time,  cannot  equal  it.  It  is  unparoMed,  ihe  only 
campaign  of  t!is  war  which  has  involved  cderily  of  movemffat,  oMaok,  victory, 
parstiil,  and  Ihe  aaaihilaHon  of  the  enemy.  But  of  tliia  I  have  occasion  to 
speak  in  another  place,  and  will  therefore  drop  it  for  the  present. 

Among  other  thin)(s,  the  General  signified  his  intention  to  enter  into  an 
immodiato  pursuit  of  the  rebel  Johnston.  He  waa  ready  as  soon  as  he 
received  Pemberton's  final  reply  to  order  the  troops  under  Sherman  {then 
resting  tliis  side  of  the  Big  Blacit)  across  the  river,  while  the  conlingetit 
forces  held  at  Haines  and  Snyder's  bluffs  were  to  follow,  overtake  and 
effect  a  junction  with  the  other  troops.  This  would  create  a  force  equal 
to  aiX  tlie  possibilities  of  the  campaign,  and  irretrievably  wrest  Southern 
i,  wilh  Ihe  towns  of  Jackson,  Canton,  and  Meridian,  from  the 
in  of  the  enemy.  Such  action  would  restore  a  lai^  territory  to 
the  government,  and  weaken  the  enemy  correspondingly  by  subtracting 
so  much  fro.Ti  his  already  limited  resources. 

From  General  Grant  I  retarned  to  the  head.quarters  of  the  Seven- 
toenth  (McPhorson's)  Corps,  and  found  the  same  prevailing  good  humor 
that  I  remarked  everywhere  else.* 

•  Mr,  Keim's  dis.atch  to  the  Neio  York  Herald. 
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The  officers  who  received  General  Grant's  letter  stated 
that  it  wodd  be  impossible  to  answer  it  by  night,  and  it 
was  not  till  a  little  before  the  peep  of  day  that  the  pro- 
posed reply  was  furnished.  Early  in  the  morning,  how- 
ever, a  messenger  arrived  at  the  Union  lines  with  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  General  Peinberton  : 

HSiD-QuiBTBES,  "ViCKSBUEO,  July  S,  1863, 
Major-Gflneral  Granf,  aimniaadiiig  UniUd  States  forces : 

GasEftAL: — Ihavetliehoaorto  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
municatioa  of  tliia  date  proposing  terras  for  the  Burrender  of  tliis  garrison 
and  post.  In  tlio  main  your  terms  aro  aoceptel;  bnt  in  justice  both  to 
the  honor  and  spirit  of  my  troops,  manifested  in  the  defence  of  VicliS- 
burg,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  amendments,  which,  if 
acceded  to  by  you,  will  perfect  the  agreement  between  ua.  At  ten 
o'clock  to-morrow  I  propose  to  evacuate  the  worlis  in  and  around  Vicks- 
bui^,  and  to  aurrender  the  city  and  garrison  under  my  oommand  by 
marchini/  out  wil/t  my  colors  and  arms  and  stacking  than  in  front  of  my 
present  limits,  after  which  yon  will  take  possession ;  offlcers  to  ret^n  their 
side  arms  and  personal  property,  and  the  rights  and  property  of  citizens 
to  be  respected. 

I  am,  General,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  Pembbbtok',  LieiiUnani-Generol 

This  was  a  proposal  for  the  besieged  to  taarch  out  with 
the  honors  of  war,  only  allowed  to  garrisons  after  a  very 
obstinate  and  brave  defence.  It  is  entirely  optional  on  the 
part  of  the  victor  to  allow  such  a  privilege,  and  manycom- 
manders  have  entirely  refused  it. 

General  Grant,  Ijowever,  with  his  accustomed  magna- 
ninaity  to  the  conq:iered,  acquiesced  in  the  request  as  fol- 

HEAD-QUAaTERS,  DEPARntENT  OF  TBKNB35EE,  ) 

liEPORB  VroKSEuna,  Jidyi,  1803.  j 

Ijeutenanl-Geueriil  Pbmbbrton,  commaadi-ng  forees  in  Tickebarg : 

Gbnebal  :— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  comraunieation  of 
the  3d  of  July.  The  amendments  proposed  by  you  cannot  be  acceded 
to  in  full.      It  will  be  necessary  to  l^urniah  every  officer  and  man  with  a 
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parole  a^ed  by  himself,  wliioli,  with  the  completion  of  the  rolls  of 
prisoners,  will  necessarily  take  some  time.  Again,  I  can  make  no  stipu' 
lation  with  regard  to  tlie  iroatinentof  citizens  and tlieir private  property. 
While  I  da  not  propose  (o  cause  atiy  of  iliem  any  wtdue  annoyance  or  iojj, 
I  cannot  consent  lo  leaue  myself  under  restraint  by  slipuiaUons.  The  prop- 
erty which  officers  can  be  ahowad  to  tako  with  them  will  be  as  stated 
in  the  proposition  of  last  evoning— that  is,  Ihaf  offers  will  he  allowed 
Sieir  private  baggage  and  side  arms,  and  mounfed  ogii:Brs  one  horse  each,  ff 
yoamea/abyyo^r  proposition  for  each  brigade  to  mca-ch  la  the  front  of  the  lines 
now  occupied  by  it,  and  staek  their  arms  at  ten  o'claeic  A.  it.,  and  Ihea  return 
to  Oiemside  and  remain  as  prisoners  uniil properly  paroled,  I  will  make  no  ob- 
jection to  it.  Should  no  modifications  be  made  of  your  acceptance  of  my 
terms  by  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  I  shall  regard  them  aa  having  been  rejected, 
and  act  accordingly.  Should  these  terms  be  accepted,  white  flaga  will  be 
displayed  along  your  lines  to  prerent  auoh  of  my  troops  as  may  not  hav« 
been  notified  Irom  firing  on  your  men. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obodient  servant, 

v.  S.  Grant,  Major- General  U.  S.  A. 

After  a  very  short  consultation  with  his  general  officers, 
the  commandiint  of  Vicksburg  sent  the  following  reply; 

HeAD-QCAETEBS,  TlCKSBUBG,  July  4,  1863 
Major-GeneraJ  U.  8.  GniHT,  commanding  United  Slates  forces,  etc. : 

Gbnbbal:— Ihavethe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  date,  and,  in  reply,  to  say  that  the  terms  proposed  hy 
you  are  accepted. 

"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Pbmbekton,  Lieutenant- General. 

At  ten  o'clock  on  the  moraing  of  July  4th,  the  above 
final  dispatch  was  received  from  General  Pemberton, 
and  he  stated  that  he  was  ready  to  capitulate.  General 
Graat  at  once  telegraphed  to  Gener.al  McPherson'e  hea<l- 
quarterg  with  instructions  that  tho  Seventeenth  Corps  be 
ordered  under  arms  immediately,  to  be  in  readiness  to 
move  instantly  into  the  city  upon  the  receipt  of  orders  to 
that  effect. 

Shortly  after  the  hour  above  mentioned,  the  rebel  works 
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were  surmounted  by  a  large  number  of  white  fliga  ilong 
the  entire  Hues,  extendiug  from  right  to  left  This  was 
the  signal  of  surrender,  Sooa  the  enemy  maiche<l  out  by 
regiment,  on  McPherson's  front,  ind  stacked  their  arms 
and  returned  within,  wliere  they  were  piioled  m  a  body, 
prior  to  the  individual  parole  of  c  ich  ra  in 

The  privilege  allowed  by  General  Grant  to  the  enemy  of 
stacking  their  arms  outside  of  their  fb]-tifications  somewhat 
crowded  matters,  as  the  Union  works  ivere  so  close  that 
the  enemy  was  pre3:'ed  for  room  in  order  to  ;ivoid  tres- 
passing beyond  the  sm^l  strip  of  unoccupied  territory 
lying  between  the  works  of  the  two  armies.  However, 
after  eonaiderabie  difficulty,  the  arms,  excepting  those  of 
several  regiments,  were  deposited  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  snrrender,  without  encroachment  upon  our  ap- 
proaches. 

Ill  attendance  upon  the  capitulation  of  the  rebels  there 
were  a  number  of  line  officers  and  privates  of  the  Union 
army  as  lookers  on.  No  one  had  been  delegated  by  General 
Grant  to  superintend  the  matter,  out  of  courtesy  to  tite 
etiemy,  whose  noble  defence  had  won  them  the  highest 
esteem  of  both  officers  and  men.  The  surrender,  there- 
fore, appeared,  as  it  were,  a  volition,  and  not  of  compul- 
sion; and  was  hardly  known  until  some  time  after,  owing 
to  the  quietness  with  which  it  was  conducted.  General 
Grant  had  widely  taken  this  matter  into  consideration,  and 
prevented  the  lips  of  the  incautious  and  mica'oulating  from 
uttering  remarks  of  no  good  to  the  Union  cause,  and  not  in 
the  least  calculated  to  keep  alive  that  harmony  of  feeling 
which  turned  out  to  be  one  of  the  most  noticeable  features 
of  the  occasion.  As  it  was,  as  the  General  had  desired,  the 
enemy  was  allowed  to  conduct  the  matter  according  to 
hifl  own  liking,  so  it  was  done  within  the  limitations  of 
the  previously  stii'ulated  terms  of  cnpitiilalion. 
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Several  re^menta  not  having  room  to  stack  ai-ma  with 
the  rest  of  the  commaDcl,  deposited  them  at  the  .Court 
House. 

Tliree  hours  elapsed  before  the  last  of  the  rebel  regi- 
ments had  surrendered  their  arms.  During  this  lime 
Genera!  John  A.  Logan  was  engaged  in  getting  bis  troops 
in  readioesa  for  subsequent  movements. 
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CHAPTER  XLI. 

OCCTPATION  OF  VICKSBUEG, — T 


The  Fourth  of  July,  1883,  was  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant in  the  history  of  the  United  States,  and  of  its  armies. 
On  tliis  day  the  glad  tidings  of  victory  in  Pennsylvania 
was  sounded  throughout  the  laud,  and  on  this  day  the  vic- 
torious "Army  of  Tennessee"  took  possession  of  the  boast- 
ed stronghold  of  the  rebels—"  the  Gibraltar  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi"— Vicksburg. 

The  entrance  Into  the  city  of  Vicksburg  is  thus  describ- 
ed by  a  participant : 

It  was  about  one  o'clack  p  m  ,  before  matters  had  assumed  such  a 
stage  of  completion  as  would  admit  of  the  entrance  of  the  citi  by  our 
troops.  A  slight  further  detention  was  also  occasioned  awaiting  the 
pioneer  corps,  thrown  out  in  advance,  to  open  a  passage  through  the 
breastworks  and  across  the  ditches  and  nfle  pits  of  tlie  enemy  After 
Uiis  was  finished,  no  further  obstructions  presented  thcraaehes,  and  the 
ooliimn  moved  forward.  The  order  of  march  was  by  a  seniority  of 
brigade  commanders,  with  an  exception  m  tlie  case  of  the  Forty  fifth 
Illinois  Infantry,  ColoEel  J  A  MMhy,  lokKhaai  special!]/ or dei  id  to  Uad 
the  column,  m  consequence  of  heroic  coiidud  durmj  the  sage  and  operations 
in  the  campaign  against  Vicksiurg. 

The  order  of  formation,  in  the  march  into  the  city,  was 
as  follows : 

Major-General  U.  S,  Grant  and  staff. 

Major-General  J.  B.  McPherEon  and  staff. 

ilajor-Genera!  J.  A.  Logan  and  staff. 

Brigadier-General  K  D.  Leggetli  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  led  by 
the  Forty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Brigadier-General  Z.  K.  G.  liansom,  First  Brigade,  Seventh  Division, 
temporarily  asagned  to  Logac. 
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Brigadier-General  Jolm  Steyenson,  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division; 
and  with  each  brigade  its  batteries,  baggage  train,  &c. 

TbB  division  of  Genera!  John  E.  Smith,  though  pact  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps  which  mas  designated  by  Qenerai  Grant  to  occupy 
lie  city,  was  held  outside  of  the  works  aa  a  kind  of  outer  line  of  guarda 
to  prevent  the  escape  of  prisoners. 

After  passing  tlirough  Bsveral  inner  lines  of  the  rifle-pits  and  breast- 
works, the  column  of  occupation  penetrated  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  and 
marched  Hirougli  its  principal  streets  to  the  Court  House.  As  m^ht  be 
espeeted,  from  the  long  schooling  the  city  had  received  under  the  influ- 
ence of  tlie  secession  conspirators,  no  demonstrations  of  satisfaction 
at  our  arrival  were  made  along  the  Uno  of  marcli ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
houses  were  closed,  the  citizens  within  doors,  and  the  city  was  wrapped 
in  gloom.  It  seems  as  if  the  population  anticipated  their  nest  step 
would  be  into  the  grave. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  Court  llouse,  the  troops  were  drawn  up  in  line 
facing  the  building.  This  done,  the  ooromony  of  possession  was  com- 
pleted by  tho  display  of  the  flags  of  the  Forty-fifth  lUinois  Infantry,  and 
of  the  head-quarters  of  tiie  Seventeenth  Corps,  from  tlie  dome  of  the 
Court  House. 

Upon  the  appearance  of  the  flags  the  troops  cheered  vociferously, 
making  the  city  ring  to  its  very  suburbs  with  shouts  of  the  votaries  of 
liberty.  It  was  an  occasion  which  few  ever  have  the  opportunity  of 
witnessing,  and  ooe  which  will  secure  a  life-long  remembrance  in  the 
minda  of  all  presents 

In  consideration  of  the  active  part  taken  by  the  Seventeenth  Corps  in 
the  campaign  which  consummated  in  the  capture  of  Ticksburg,  that  com- 
mand was  designated  by  General  Grant  to  take  possession  of  the  city. 
General  Logan's  Division  occupied  within  tlie  works,  while  GeneralJohn 
E,  Smith  held  the  Union  works  without.  General  McArthur  continued 
with  General  Sherman's  army  in  its  operations  against  Johnston. 

In  view  of  General  Grant's  plans,  Major-Oeneral  McPherson  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  new  district  about  to  be  formed,  and 
having  Vicksburg  for  its  centre. 

Slajor-General  Logan  commanded  the  city  and  its  environs. 

The  Provost-Marshal's  department  was  placed  in  charge  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  James  Wilson,  Provost-Marshal  of  the  corps — Provost-Guard, 
Forty -fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 

A  number  of  subordinate  officers  had  to  be  created  to  carry  out  the 
laborious  and  endless  details  which  naturaliy  occur  in  the  administra- 
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tion  of  a  city  in  population  as  lai^e  as  the  present.  Hosvevor,  aa  initia- 
tory moasurca,  the  above  answered  every  purpose,  and  the  workings  of 
the  plans  were  harmonioiis  and  effective.  There  were  no  disgraceful 
scenes  of  rapine,  violence  or  insult  to  nolo,  nor  had  any  thing  ooourrod 
to  compromise  as  a  raasa  tho  soldiers  of  the  govornment.  There  were  a 
few  iustancea  of  battering  down  store  doors,  to  examine  tho  contents 
of  the  cstabUshments,  but  tliis  was  soon  stoi>ped  upon  Ihc  mauguration  of 
the  provost-guard.  One  rather  unaccouotablo  fact  waa  the  trouble  tho 
guard  eiperienced  in  keeping  don'n  the  rebel  soldiery.  The  people 
feared  tlie  thief  iiig  prooUvities  of  their  own  men  even  more  than  onra. 
It  was  not  h)iig,  liowever,  before  the  efficient  guard  patroling  tlie  city 
had  p  d  p  all  vagrant  individuals,  compelled  them  to  disgorge,  and 
th  n  qui  tly  consigned  them  to  tho  peaceable  retirement  of  the  guard- 
ho  to  await  their  trial  before  his  worship,  the  Provost-Marshal.  The 
af  aid  tabliahment  is  already  quite  populous  with  miscreant  seceeh, 
and  Igh  sprinkling  of  our  own  unfortunates.  While  thoy  are 
m  ng  t  s  tliey  must  expect  to  bo  obliged  to  conduct  tliemselveB  like 
Idi  and  obey  the  newly  inaugurated  authority  now  niling  and  in- 
ng  rd  and  security  to  the  inhabitants  and  property  within  the 
o  ty  11  quiet  which  now  prevails  everywhere  is  astonishing,  and  re- 
liSLfa  g   at    rtdil  upon  the  obHilies  and  jtid^mmt  of  thoss  ai  ike  head  of 

After  the  surrender  of  the  city  was  ofEciallj  known  to  the  trauaport- 
ation  officers  in  charge  of  steamboats  at  Chialiasaw  Bayou,  there  waa  a 
general,  mixed  and  laughable  stampede  of  boata  out  of  theTaioo  and  down 
the  Miaaiasippi  for  the  levee  of  Vicicshui^.  The  John  II.  Gioesbeck, 
being  tlie  office  boat  of  the  Chief  of  Transportation,  appropriated  the 
advance  of  the  Tszoo  River  batch. 

The  tranaporta,  however,  were  not  tho  Srst  to  arrive  before  the  city, 
for  the  Neptune  of  the  Mississippi  was  on  the  alert,  and  impatiently 
awdted  the  course  of  events  under  full  steam.  Xo  sooner  was  the 
flag  thrown  to  the  breeze  from  the  Court  House  than  the  Admiral's 
glaas  caught  siglit  of  its  beautiful  folds,  and  in  due  time  his  vessel 
steamed  down  to  the  city,  followed  by  all  the  gunboats  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  took  possesion  of  a  few  feet  of  river  iiont.  All  this  waa 
duly  done,  after  the  authority  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  ivas 
secured  beyond  doubt. 

In  leas  than  four  hours  after  the  city  had  capitulated,  the  levees  were 
lined  with  steaiiiers  as  far  as  tho  eye  could  reacli.  At  least  seventy-five 
had  aiTLved  up  to  that  tiii'.c,  and  more  wore  coming  in  hourly.     All  the 
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boats  from  below,  as  well  aa  those  from  above,  were  there  to  swell  the 
number.  The  city  had  the  appearance  of  a  great  inland  eommcrcial 
metropolia.  The  Icveea  were  almost  instantnneously  covered  with  a 
busy,  raoving  crowd  of  hvimanlty,  pushins  hither  and  thither,  as  if  they 
were  old  residents,  and  the  city  had  not  eiperienced  the  interregmim 
of  intercourse  wltt  the  outer  world,  which  had  been  her  fate  for  nearly 
two  years.  Many  of  tJio  boats  had  already  commenced  to  discharge  their 
cargoes,  which,  of  course,  occasioned  a  lively  activity  on  shore,  while 
teams  and  men  were  bnsily  engaged  in  hauling  the  different  stores  to 
their  respective  destinations. 

It  may  be  said  that  Yioksburg  is  once  more  a  living  city.  Seclaimed 
from  her  late  oppressors,  aho  is  free  to  sliaro  with  her  sister  citiea  the 
numerous  opportunities  which  have  been  restored  to  them  by  the  rein- 
stated authority  of  our  great,  and  glorious,  and  ever  to  bo  perpetuated 
republic* 

The  Talue  of  tlie  reduction  of  Vickebiirg  was  not  only 
great  in  a  moi'a!,  political,  and  strategical  point  of  view; 
bnt  it  possessed  still  further  importance  by  inflicting  a  severe 
loss  upon  the  rebels,  in  both  men  and  material. 

The  following  is  a  rough  estimate  of  the  immber  of  offi- 
cei'fi,  soldiers,  and  ordrkaDce,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  United  States  author! tie^jvith  the  city  of  Vicksburg: 

One  LieutenantrGeneral,  John  C.  Pembevton,  late  com- 
mandant of  the  army  for  the  defence  of  Vicksburg. 

Nineteen  Major  and  Brigadier- Generals,  as  follows : — 
Major-General  Bowen,  Major-General  Martin  L.  Smith  and 
Major-Genera!  Forney;  Brigadier-Generals  Barton,  Coch- 
ran, Lee,  Vaughn,  Reyjiolds,  Baldwm,  Harris,  Taylor, 
Cumming^,  Stevenson  of  Georgia,  Hebart,  Wall  of  Texas, 
commanding  Texan  Legion;  Moore,  Schoep,  Buford,  and 
Cockerell. 

Over  four  thousand  field,  line,  and  staff  officers. 

Abo«t  twenty-three  thousand  effective  men,  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates,  and  over  six  thousand  men  in 
hospital. 

*  Mr.  Eeim's  dispatch  to  the  Xcw  YorTc  Herald. 
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Ninety  siege-guns. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  field-pieces. 

Thirty-five  thousand  (approximately)  muskets  and  rifles, 
principally  Enfield,  and  in  excellent  order. 

Powder  and  shell  for  ordnance  of  different  calibre  in 
abundance. 

A  large  quantity  of  miscellaneous  matter,  such  as  wag- 
ons, a  few  animals,  armorers'  tools,  machinery,  &c. 

Among  the  military  establishments  taken  possession  of 
were  the  arsenal,  well  supplied  with  unused  rifles,  and  the 
foundry,  with  all  conveniences  for  casting  shot,  shell,  and 
cannon,  and  capable  of  doing  a  great  deal  of  other  work 
of  a  similar  character,  such  as  casting. 

The  troops  taken  prisoners  were  mainly  composed  of 
Mississippians,  called  "  The  State  troops,"  Georgians,  Ala- 
bamians,  Louisianians,  Missourians,  and  regulars. 

The  following  is  a  table  compiled  from  various  sources, 
and  showing,  at  a  glance,  the  estimated  losses  of  the  rebels, 
in  men,  from  the  commencement  of  the  campaign,  on  April 
SOth,  to  the  final  surrender  of  the  city  : 

Frisotiers, 

Lieutenant-General 1 

Major  and  Brigadier-Generala 19 

Field,  staff,  and  line  officers 4,600 

Non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 30,000 

Total,  without  regard  to  rank 34,620 

Killed,  Woaiided,  and  SlrJ-gglers. 

Killed  in  battles  and  sliirmialiea 1,000 

Wounded  in  batOea  and  Bkirmiahes 4,000 

Captured  in  hospitals  in  Vieksburg  and  elsc-where 6,000 

Stragglers,  including  men  cut  off  and  unable  to  rejoin  tlieir  com- 

manda SOO 

Total. 1I,S00 
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Total  prisoners 

Killed,  wounded,  sudiu  hospital 11,000 

Strag^ra,  to ■      SOO 

Making  a  I033  to  the  enemy,  in  siity-five  daja,  of 46,420 

The  following  table  also  shows  the  losses  of  material 
SQStained  by  the  enemy  during  the  same  length  of  time: 

Meld  Artilkry.  Pieces. 

Captured  in  battle ■_ 83 

At  Vickeburg 128 

Total 2U 

Siege  Ariitlsry. 


At  Vicksburg. . 
In  battle 


Captured  Small-Arms, 


Total 

Artillery  captured 301 

Muskets  and  rifles 45,000 

Besides  this,  a  number  of  field-pieces  and  siege-guna  were  destroyed 
at  Jackson,  Haines  and  Snyder's  Bluffs,  which  are  not  included  in  the 
above  estimate.* 

General  Grant,  in  his  official  report,  sums  up  the  Union 
losses,  during  the  series  of  battles  of  the  "Vicksburg  earn- 
paisn,  as  follows : 

'^     "  mited.  Waandtd.  Mimii^,  ToiA 

Port  Gibson, 130  718  5     853 

Fourteen-Mile  Creek  (skirmish)  .4  24  —       28 

Raymond 69  841  32     442 

Jackson, 40  240  6     286 

Champion's  Hill, 426  1,842  189  2,457 

Big  Black  Railroad  Bridge,    .    .  29  242  2     273 

Vicksburg, 245  3,688  303  4,236 

Grand  Total, 943      7,096f  537  8,575 


*  New  Tork  Herald  &. 

f  H"early  one-half  of  the  wounded  retumod  to  duty  within  a  month. 
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General  BecapitutcUiim, 
Rebel  losses  in  killed,  wounded,  stragglers,  and  pris- 
oners,        46,420 

Union  losses,  do.  do.  do.  do.       8,575 

Balance  in  favor  of  Grant, 37,846 

In  addition,  therefore,  to  the  immense  quantity  of  stores 
secnred  witli  the  reduction  of  Vicksburg,  a  balance  of 
nearly  thirty-eight  thousand  men  had  to  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  Grant's  services  during  this  campaign. 

The  following  extract,  from  Gleneral  Grant's  report,  will 
show  how  the  army  subsisted  during  the  first  twenty  days 
of  the  Vicksburg  campaign : 

In  tlie  nmrct  from  BniioBburg  to  Vickebui^,  covering  a  period  of 
twenty  days,  Ijefore  supplies  could  be  obtained  from  govemraent  stores, 
only  five  days'  rations  were  issued,  and  three  days  of  those  were  taken 
in  haversacks  at  the  Btavl,  and  were  aoon  eihausled.  All  other  suhsisi- 
ence  was  obtained  from  the  country  through  which  we  passed.  I'ho 
march,  was  commeuced  without  wi^ons,  except  such  as  couid  bo  picked 
up  through  the  country,  'llie  ooutitry  was  abundantly  supplied  with 
corn,  bacon,  beef,  and  mutton.  The  troops  eojoyed  oscellent  health,  and 
no  army  aver  appeared  in  better  spirits,  or  felt  more  confident  of  success. 

General  Halleck,  in  his  Annual  Report  of  the  War,  thus 
speaks  of  the  administration  and  success  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Tennessee : 

At  the  dale  of  my  last  Annual  Kaport,  Major-Goneral  Grant  occupied 
West  Tecnesseo  and  tlie  northern  boundary  of  Mississippi.  Tlie  object 
of  the  campaign  of  this  army  was  the  opening  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
in  conjunction  with  the  army  of  General  Banks. 

General  Grant  was  instructed  to  driva  the  enemy  in  the  interior  as 
far  south  as  possible,  and  destroy  ttieir  railroad  communications;  then 
to  fall  back  to  Memphis  and  embark  his  available  forces  on  transports, 
and  with  tliB  assistance  of  the  iloet  of  Admiral  Porter,  reduce  Vioka- 
burg.  The  first  part  of  this  plan  was  moat  successfully  executed,  but 
the  right  wing  of  tlie  army  sent  against  Viclisburg,  under  Majot-Gene- 
ral  Sherman,  found  that  place  much  stronger  than  was  espeoted. 
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Two  attacks  were  made,  on  the  28tli  and  29th  of  December;  but  fail- 
ing in  Dioir  object,  our  troops  were  withdrawn,  and  while  waiting  Cor 
re-enforcempnta  from  General  Grant,  moved  up  the  Arkansas  River  to 
Arkansas  Post,  which  place  was,  witli  the  asaUtanoo  of  Iho  gunboats, 
captured  on  tho  lllh  of  January.  Our  loss  at  Vioksbai^  was  IHl  kill- 
ed, 982  wounded,  and  756  missing;  at  Arkansas  Post,  129  kiUed,  831 
wounded,  and  17  missing.  We  capturedat  the  latter  placs  5,000  pris- 
oners, 17  pieces  of  cannon,  3,000  small-arms,  46,000  rounds  of  ammuni- 
ticin,  and  563  animals. 

Ge)ierai  ffrunJ  now  assunjed  tfw  immediaie  ccmmaiid  of  (he  army  on  the 
Mississippi,  iiMch  was  largely  re-eafifced.  Being  sadsjied  by  the  restiU  of 
General  Sherman's  operations  ihoi  the  nxirttt  line  of  the  enemy's  works  was 
too  strong  to  be  carried  without  a  very  lieaog  loss,  he  directed  his  atleniion  to 
opening  Oie  canal,  whic/i  had  ieen  commenced  the  year  before  by  General 
WiHiams,  across  the  pcnjnsuZa  on  Hie  west  bank  j>f  the  river. 

This  canal  had  been  improperly  located — its  upper  terminus  being  in 
an  eddy,  and  ihe  lower  terminus  being  eipoaed  to  the  enemy's  guns; 
nevertheless,  it  waa  tliought  that  it  could  be  completed  sooner  than  a 
now  one  could  be  constructed.  While  working  parties,  trader  Captain 
Prince,  chief  engineer  of  that  army,  were  diligently  employed  upon  this 
canal,  Genoral  Grant  directed  hia  attention  to  several  other  projects  for 
turning  the  enemy's  position.  These  are  fully  described  in  his  official 
report.*  The  canal  proving  impracticabls,  and  his  other  plans  being 
unsuccessful,  he  determined  to  move  his  army  by  land  down  the  west 
bank  of  the  river,  some  seventy  miles,  while  transports  for  crossing 
should  run  past  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Vickaburg. 

l?ie  datig^  of  running  Oie  batteries  being  very  great,  and  the  roads  on  the 
west  side  in  hi>rrib!e  condition,  this  was  a  difficuU  and  hazardoas  expedient; 
but  it  seamed  to  Ire  the  only  possible  solution  of  the  problem.  The  ei- 
ecution  of  the  plan,  however,  was  greatly  facilitated  by  Admiral  Farra- 
gut,  who  had  ruD  two  of  his  vessels  past  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Port 
Hudson  and  Grand  Gulf,  and  cleared  the  river  of  tLe  enemy's  boats  be- 
low Vicksburg;  and  flnally,  through  the  the  indomitable  energy  of  the  com- 
manding-genm-al  and  the  admirable  dispositions  of  Admiral  Porter  for 
running  the  enemy's  batteries,  the  operation  was  completely  successful 

The  army  crossed  the  river  at  Bruinsbui^,  April  30t>i,  turned  Grand 
Gulf,  and  engaged  the  enemy  near  Port  Gibson  on  tho  1st,  and  at  Tour- 
teen-Mile  Creek  on  tho  3d  of  Uay.    Tho  enemy  was  defeated  in  both 

*  See  Appendix  G. 
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oogagements,  with  heaTj  loaa.  General  Grant  now  moved  his  forces 
by  rapid  marclies  lo  the  north,  in  order  to  separate  the  garrison  of 
Vioksburg  from  iJie  covering  army  of  Johnatoc.  This  movement  was 
followed  by  the  battles  of  "Raymond,"  May  12th;  of  "Jackson,"  May 
14th ;  of  "  Champion's  Hill,"  May  16th,  and  of  "Big  Black  River  Bridge," 
May  lltli— in  all  of  which  our  troops  were  victorious.  General  Grant 
BOW  proceeded  to  invest  Vickaburg. 

In  order  to  facilitate  General  Grant's  operations  by  destroying  the 
enemy's  lines  of  communication,  and  prevent  the  early  coneentration  of 
any  re-enforcemeota,  Colonel  (now  Brigadier-General)  Grierson  was 
sent  with  a  cavalry  force  from  La  Grange  on  the  17th  of  April  to  trav- 
erse the  intBrlor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  This  eipeiiitioo  was  most 
Buccessfully  conducted.  It  destroyed  many  of  the  enemy's  railroad 
bridges,  depots,  aad  much  rolling  atock,  and  reached  Baton  Rouge,  Lou- 
siana,  in  safety  on  the  2d  of  May.  On  returning  to  Tickaburg,  General 
Grant  found  his  forces  insufEwent  to  entirely  invest  the  enemy's  works. 
There  was,  therefore,  danger  that  the  two  bodies  of  the  enemy  under 
Pemherton  and  Johnatcn  might  yet  effect  a  junction,  aa  it  was  known 
that  the  latter  was  being  largely  re-enforced  from  Bragg's  army  in 
Middle  and  East  Tennessee.  Under  tiese  circumstances  General  Grant 
determined  to  attempt  to  carry  the  place  by  assault. 

Two  unsuccessful  attacks  were  mad©  May  19th  and  22d  |  but  as  re-en- 
forcements reached  him  a  few  days  after,  sufEeiently  large  to  enable 
him  to  completely  invest  the  rebel  defences,  he  resorted  to  the  slower 
but  more  certain  operations  of  a  regular  siege.  By  the  3d  of  Jiily  his 
saps  were  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  his  success  certain,  and  on  tliat 
day  General  Pcmberton  proposed  an  armistice  and  capitulation,  which 
were  finally  accepted,  and  Vickaburg  surrendered  on  the  4th  of  July.  In 
the  language  of  General  Grant's  ofacial  report,  the  results  of  this  short 


"  The  defeat  of  the  enemy  in  five  battles  outside  of  Vicksbuti^,  the 
occupation  of  Jackson,  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  the 
capture  of  Yicksbui^  and  its  garrison  and  munitions  of  war ;  a  loss  to 
the  enemy  of  37,000  prisoners,  among  whom  were  fifteen  general  offi- 
cers; at  least  10,000  killed  and  wounded;  and  among  the  kiiled,  Gener- 
als Tracy,  Tilghman,  and  Green,  and  hundreds,  and  perhaps  thousands 
of  stri^glers,  who  can  never  be  collected  and  organized.  Arms  and 
munitions  of  war  for  an  army  of  siity  thousand  have  fallen  into  our 
hands,  besides  a  large  amount  of  other  public  property,  consisting  of 
railroad,  locomotives,  cars,  sleamboats,  cotton,  etc. ;  and  much  was  de- 
stroyed to  prevent  our  capturing  it," 

When  vie  coitsider  the  character  of  the  countnj  iv  which  this  army  oper- 
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akd,  Ike  formidable  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  the  number  qf  forces  and  tt« 
atrtngfh  of  the  enemy's  ioorks,  we  eannol  fait  to  admire  the  courage  and  en- 
iIurajKW  of  the  troops,  and  the  sMU  and  daring  of  Iheir  coTmnander.  Xb 
more  firiflwini  exploUcanbe/oundiarnilUar!/  history.  It  has  been  alleged, 
and  the  allegatiOQ  has  been  widely  circulated  by  the  press,  that  General 
Grant,  in  the  conduct  of  bis  campaign,  positively  disobeyed  the  in- 
Blructiona  of  Ms  superiors.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  ret/mrk  that  General 
Grant  neiier  disobeyed  an  order  or  instrutHon,  but  always  ca/rried  out  to  the 
best  of  his  abilily  eoery  wish  or  suggestion  made  to  him  by  the  goBernm^ni. 
Moreover  he  haa  caver  complained  that  the  government  did  not  fumiah 
liim  all  ttie  means  and  assistance  in  its  power,  to  facilitEto  the  execution 
of  any  plan  he  saw  fit  to  adopt. 

■While  the  main  army  of  Tennessee  was  operating  against  Vicksburg, 
the  enemy's  force,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  made  unsucoBssful  at- 
tacks on  Millifcen's  Bend  and  Lake  Providence  on  the  6th  and  10th  of 
June.  Our  lea  m  the  former  was  101  kiiled,  and  28B  wounded,  and 
366  missing  The  loss  m  tlie  latter  was  not  reported.  It  is  represent- 
ed that  the  odored  troops  m  these  desperate  engagements  fought  with 
great  bravery  and  that  the  rebels  treated  this  chss  of  prisoners  of 
war,  as  well  as  tlieir  ofBcera,  with,  great  barbarity.  It  has  not  been 
possible,  however  to  ascertain  the  correctnesa  of  these  representationa 
in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  these  priaonors. 

After  tlie  capture  of  Vicksburg,  General  Grant  reported,  that  hia 
troops  were  so  much  fatigued  and  worn  ont  with  forced  marchea  and 
the  labors  of  the  aicge  as  to  abaolntely  require  several  weeks  of  repose 
before  undertaking  another  campaign.  Ifevertk^ess,  as  the  exigeneies  of 
the  service  seemed  to  require  it,  he  sent  out  (ftose  who  were  least  fatigued  on 
several  important  expeditions,  while  ifte  others  remained  at  Vi^burg  to  put 
that  place  in  a  letter  defensitie  condition  for  a  small  garrison. 

When  the  news  of  this  glorious  victory  officially  reached 
the  President,  he  wrote  an  autograph  letter  to  General 
Grant,  of  which  document  the  following  is  a  copy : 

BiEcnnvB  Massion,  'WASHrNGTOS,  July  13,  1863. 
To  Mt^or-General  Gbant  ; 

Mr  DbarGbnbeal: — I  do  notrememberthat  you  and  lever  met  per- 
sonally. I  write  tiiis  now  as  a  grealful  acknowledgment  for  the  almost 
inestimable  service  you  have  done  the  country.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  fur- 
tber.    "When  you  ftrst  reached  the  vicinity  of  Tioksburg,  I  thought  you 
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should  do  what  you  finally  did — march  the  troops  across  lie  neck,  run 
the  batteries  with  the  transports,  and  thus  go  below ;  and  I  never  had 
any  faith,  ercept  a  general  hope  that  jon  knew  better  than  I,  that  tlie 
Yaaoo  Pass  eipedilion.  and  the  like  could  succeed.  Wiien  jou  got 
hciow  and  took  Port  Gibsou,  Grand  Gulf;  and  vicinity,  I  thought  yoii 
should  go  down  the  river  and  jcin  General  Banks ;  and  when  you 
turnod  northward  east  of  the  Big  Black,  I  feared  it  was  a  mistake.  I 
now  wish  to  make  a  personal  aektiowledgment  that  you  were  right  and  J 
was  wrong*  Youts,  very  truly, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Several  gentlemen  were  near  the  President  at  the  time 
he  received  the  news  of  Grant's  Buceese,  some  of  whom 
had  been  complaining  of  the  rumors  of  his  babit  of  using 
intoxioa,ting  drinks  to  excess. 

"  So  I  understand  Grant  drinks  whiskey  to  excess  f "  in- 
terrogatively remarked  the  President. 

"  Yea,"  was  the  reply. 

"What  whiskey  does  he  drink?"  inquired  Mr.  Lincoln. 

"What  whiskey?"  doubtfully  queried  his  hearers. 

"Yes.     Is  it  Bourbon  or  Monongahela ?" 

"  Why  do  you  ask,  Mr.  President  ?" 

"Because,  if  it  makes  him  win  victories  like  this  at 
Vicksburg,  I  will  send  a  deinijohu  of  the  same  kind  to 
every  general  in  the  army." 

His  visitoi-s  saw  the  point,  although  at  their  own  cost. 

It  is  stated  that  General  Grant  entered  Vicksburg  on 
July  4th,  1863,  with  a  cigar  in  his  mouth.     In  alluding  to 

*  It  is  currently  stated  that  when  Adjutant-General  Thomas  visited 
the  Department  of  the  Tecneaeee,  early  in  April,  1363,  he  carried  in  his 
pocket  an  order  from  the  President  to  displace  and  remove  General 
Grant  from  bis  command,  if  the  facts  proved  to  be  as  they  were  reported 
at  the  national  capital.  Perhaps  President  Lmcoln's  note  refers  indirectly 
to  that  order.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  General  Thomas,  on  his  arrival 
at  MUliken's  Bend,  found  matters  far  different  than  were  represented  at 
Washington,  and  he,  tlierefore,  tliougbt  it  more  judicious  not  to  remove 
the  order  from  hia  pocket,  nor  General  Grant  IVom  his  command. 
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this  fact,  a  newspaper  of  strong  Southern  proclivities  re 
marked  as  follows ; 

We  pardon  General   Grants     mok  ng  a  cga    aa  Le  ente  e     ttie 
smoulderiag  ruins  of  the  town  of  "V       sbu  A       tlo  a  ag     effect  is 

admissible  in  great  captains,  c  us  de  n  ha  Mapoleon  at  M  an  wore 
the  httle  cocked  hat  and  sword  o  Ma  e  go  and  that  anuff  n  aa  he  in 
eritablo  concomitant  of  Tictory  in  the  great  Fredenck.  Cejierol  Grant 
M  a  noJikfdlow,  and  ly  the  terms  of  capitalaiion  he  accorded  to  tlie  henrie 
garrison,  showed  hbiiseif  as  gsiteroiis  as  Na^iokon  was  to  Warmser  ai  the 
surrender  of  Mimtaa.  His  deed  lOiU  read  weU  in  hiatcnj,  oTid  he  has  secured 
to  himsel/a  name  which  posteriti/ will  2>nmounce  toUh  veneration  and  grati- 
tude. There  is  no  general  in  tliia  country  or  in  Europe  that  has  dona 
harder  work  than  General  Grant,  and  none  that  has  better  graced  his 
viototlea  by  the  eiecclBO  of  humanity  and  virtue.  What  we  learn  of  the 
terms  of  capitulation  is  suflicient  to  prove  General  Grant  lobe  a  generous 
soldier  and  a  man.  A  tru!;'  brave  man  respects  bravery  in  othera,  and 
when  the  sword  is  sheathed  considers  biiiiaelf  free  to  follow  the  dictates 
.  of  humanity.  General  Grant  is  not  a  general  that  marks  his  progress 
by  proclaoiations  to  fnghteu  unarmed  men,  women,  and  children;  he 
fulminates  no  arbitrary  edicts  against  the  press  |  he  does  not  make  war 
on  newspapers  and  their  oorrespondents ;  he  Satters  no  one  to  get  him- 
Belf  puffed ;  but  he  is  ts/rible  in  arms  and  mo^iianinwus  after  the  battle. 
Go  on,  bravo  General  Grant;  puraue  the  course  you  have  marked  out 
for  yourself,  Bud  Clio,  the  pensive  muse,  as  she  records  your  deeds,  will 
rejoice  at  her  manly  theme. 

Among  the  results  of  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  is  one  that 
must  not  be  overlooked — Port  Hudson.  Aa  soon  as  the 
garrison  had  surrendered,  General  Grant  notified  General 
Banks  of  the  fact,  and  that  officer  at  once  imparted  the 
glorious  intelligence  to  his  command.  Like  lightning  the 
welcome  news  flew  along  the  line,  and  the  Union  pickets 
joyously  informed  the  rebel  sentinels  that  their  boasted 
stronghold  had  fallen.  It  did  not  take  long  for  the  tidingd 
to  reach  the  rebel  head-quarters,  and  the  same  day  the 
commandant  at  Port  Hudson  sent  the  following  d' 
to  General  Banks : 
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HBAD-QUiHTEES,  PoRT  HuDSOs,  Li.,  July  1,  1363. 
GeSeRAT.;— Haviug  received  information  from  jour  iroopslliat  Vieks- 
harg  has  been  surrendered,  I  mafca  this  cammunioatioa  to  ask  you  to  give 
me  the  offidal  assuranco  whether  tllis  is  true  or  not,  and  :f  true  I  ask  fiir  <' 
cessatiori  ijf  hoatilities,  wi*  a  view  to  the  eonside  ration  of  teriufl  tbr  aur- 
reoderisg  this  position. 
I  am,  General,  yerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  Boirant, 
Fkank  Garbker, 
Major- General  commanding  Confederate  States  forces. 
To  Major-Genera]  Bahks,  comrmnding  U.  S.  forces  near  Tort  Hudsoa. 

General  Banks,  early  the  next  morning,  replied  as  fol- 
lows ; 

HEAD-QtTillTEnS,  DEPAKnlEST    Of   THE   GnLP,  I 

Before  Port  HncsoN,  Jnh/  8,  1863.  J 
Gekeral: — In  reply  to  your  Kommnnication,  dated  the  7th  instant,  hy 
flag  of  truce  received  a  few  moments  since,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  I  received  yesterday  morning,  July  111),  at  forty-flvo  minutea 
past  ten  o'clock,  by  the  guuboat  General  Price,  a,n  oflioial  dispatch  from 
Miyor.Qeneral  Ulysses  3.  Grant,  United  States  Army,  whereof  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  true  eitraet ; — 

HBAD-QoAnrERS,  Depakthent  Of  TEE  Teksesseb,  I 
Near  Vicksburo,  Jidy  i,  1863.  J 

Maj'or-Generftl  N.  P.  Bakks,  commaitdlni}  D^irtment  of  the  Galf: 

General ; — The ganispn of ViokBbui^ surrendered tjiis morning.  The 
number  of  prieoners,  as  given  by  the  offleers,  istwenty-aeventhousaiid; 
field  artillery,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pieces ;  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  siege-gnns,  probably  not  less  than  eighty. 

Your  obedient  Eervaot,  U.  S.  Grant,  Major-  GemroL 

I  regret  to  say  tbat^  under  present  circumstances,  I  cannot,  enusiat- 
ently  with  my  duty,  consent  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities  for  the  purposa 
you  indicate. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks,  Major-  General  Commanding. 

To  Major-General  Frank  Gaedker,  Commanding  Confederati  Slala 
fbrces,  Fort  Huikon. 

It  appeara  that  the  unwelcome  news  was  all  that  was 
wanting  to  decide  the  fate  of  Port  Hudson.  In  fa«t,  after 
Vicksb'.irg  had  capitulated,  Port  Hudson  waa  untenable. 
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The  rebel  commandant,  therefore,  immediately  dispatched 
the  following  communicition  to  General  Banks ; 

Pout  Hcnsos,  July  8, 1863. 

G-BNBBAL :— I  have  tha  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  date,  giving  a  copy  of  an  official  communication  from 
Major-G«aetal  U.  3.  Grant,  United  States  Army,  annonr.dag  the  aurren- 
derof  the  garrison  of  Ticksburg. 

Saving  defended  tkis  position  as  long  as  I  deem  my  duty  requires,  lam 
willing  to  surrender  to  you,  and  will  appoint  a  commission  of  tlirce 
officers  lo  meet  a  eimiliar  comniisfuon  appointed  by  yourself,  at  nine 
o'clock  this  mtmtin^,  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  upon,  and  drawing  up- 
tbe  terms  of  surrender,  and  for  that  purpose  I  ask  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties. Will  you  please  designate  a  point  outside  of  my  breastworks 
where  tJie  mooting  shall  bo  held  for  tliia  purpose  ? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieat  servant, 

Frakk  GAnDNEs,  commanding  Confederals  Stales  forces. 

To  Major-Geueral  Basks,  commanding  United  States  forces. 

General  BaalcB  replied    at  once  in  the  following  Ian 

*       °     '  HBAC-QUABTEIiS,  TTKTTED  STATES  FOBOES,  1 

Before  Port  Hudson,  Jidy  8,  1863.     J 

Gesbb*!:— Ihave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  date,  stating  that  you  are  willing  to  surrender  the 
garrison  under  your  command  to  the  forces  under  my  command,  and 
that  you  will  appoint  a  commission  of  tliree  offit^rs  to  meet  a  simUar 
commissioD  appointed  by  me,  at  nine  o'clock  this  morning,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  agreeing  upon  and  drawing  up  the  terms  of  surrender. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  1  hayo  designated  Brigadier- 
General  Charles  P.  Stone,  Colonel  Henry  W,  Elrge,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Richard  B.  Irwlo,  as  the  officers  to  meet  the  commission  ap- 
pointed by  you. 

They  will  meet  your  olHcers,  at  the  hour  designated,  at  a,  point  where 
che  flag  of  truce  was  received  this  morning.  I  will  direct  that  active 
hostilities  shall  entirely  cease  on  my  part,  uctU  further  notice,  for  the 
purpose  staled. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks,  Major- Seneral  Commanding. 

To  Major-General  Feank  Gardsbb,  commanding  CoofederaU  States 
forces.  Port  flud*»i. 
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The  foilowing  announces  the  result  of  the  Bnrrender: 
Hbad-Quartbe3i  Depahtuest  or  the  Gclf,  ) 

Nineteenth  Akmv  Cora's,  Poet  Hudsok,  July  10,  1883.  ( 
To  General  H.  W.  Halleck  : 

SlE  r^ — I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  jou  that,  with  this  post,  there  fell 
into  our  hands  over  Sye  thousand  five  himdred  prisor.ers,  inciudiug  one 
Major-General  and  one  Brigadier- General ;  twenty  pieces  of  heavy  arlal- 
lery,  five  complete  battorie?,  numbering  tliirty-one  pieces  of  field  artil- 
lery ;  a  good  supply  of  projeetilcs  for  light  and  heavy  guns,  44,600 
pounds  of  cannon-powder,  five  thousand  stnnd  of  arms,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  rounds  of  amall-arm  ammunition,  hesides  a  small 
amount  of  stores  of  various  kinds.  We  captured,  also,  two  steamers, 
one  of  wMoh  is  very  valuable.     They  will  be  of  great  service  at  this 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Bakes,  Majar- General  Oommandmg.* 

*  General  Banks,  by  bis  operations  around  Port  Tludson  durinK  May 
and  June,  1863,  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  Gcueral  Grant  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  siege  of  Ticteburg. 
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THE    PURSUIT    OF    JOHNSTON. — SECOND  CAPTURE    OF     THE 
CITY  OF  JACKSON. 

Geneeal  Grant  having  learned,  as  Ijefore  stated,  that 
Genera!  Joseph  E.  Johnston  intended  to  attack  him  in  the 
rear,  if  he  could  find  an  opportunity,  or,  at  least,  so  harass 
him  as  to  cause  him,  if  possible,  to  raise  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  sent  a  force,  under  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  to  resist 
his  advance.  General  Johnston  did  not  attack;  therefore 
General  Grant  determined  to  attack  him  the  moment 
Yicksburg  fell,  and  of  this  fa«t  General  Sherman  was 
notified. 

It  had  been  planned  that  the  grand  assault  on  Yicks- 
burg should  have  taken  place  on  July  6th,  and  General 
Grant  therefore  ordered  General  Sherman  in  the  mean 
time  to  have  up  supplies  of  all  descriptions,  so  tliat  he 
might  be  able  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice,  should  the 
assault  prove  a  success,  of  which  fiict  the  Genera!  appeared 
to  have  no  doubt.  General  SherTnan  at  once  made  his 
preparations,  and  (adds  Grant  in  his  report)  "  when  the 
place  surrendered  on  the  4th,  two  days  earlier  than  I  had 
fixed  for  the  attack,  General  Sherman  was  found  ready, 
and  moved  at  once  with  a  force  increased  by  the  addition 
of  the  remainder  of  both  the  Thirteenth  and  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps,  and  is  at  present  (July  6th}  investing  Jack- 
soa,  where  Johnston  has  made  a  stand." 
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The  rebel  general,  on  finding  the  Union  troops  had  been 
sent  in  pursuit  of  his  forces,  fell  back  within  the  defences 
of  the  Mississippi  State  capital,  where  ho  issued  the  fol- 
lowing proclamation  to  his  troops ; 

HEAB-QUARTEES,  on  the  FlElD,  July  9,  1863. 

FeiloW'Soldiers  : — An  insolent  foe,  flashed  with  hope  by  his  recent 
tTiaxst  at  Vicksbtirg,  confronts  you,  threatening  the  people,  whose  bomea 
and  liberty  you  are  here  to  protect,  witt  plunder  and  conquest.  Their 
guns  may  even  now  be  heard  aa  they  adrance. 

Tlw  msmy  it  is  at  once  the  daiy  and  the  missitm  of  yoji,  brave  men,  to 
chtiatise  and  exp^  from  the  soil  of  Mississippi.  The  commanding  general 
confidently  relies  on  yov,  to  sustain  his  pledge,  mhich  he  makes  in  advance, 
and  he  wiE  be  with  you  in  the  good  work,  eyen  unto  the  end. 

The  vice  of  "  straggling"  he  bega  you  to  shun,  and  to  frown  on.  IF 
needs  be,  it  will  be  cliocked  by  even  the  most  summary  remedies. 

The  telegraph  has  already  announced  a  glorious  tiofory  over  the  foe, 
won  by  your  noble  comrades  of  the  Virginia  army  on  Federal  soil ;  may 
he  not,  with  redoubled  hopes,  count  on  you,  while  defending  your  fire- 
sides and  household  goda,  to  emulate  tlie  proud  esampla  of  your 
brothers  in  the  East? 

The  country  espects  in  this,  the  great  crisis  of  its  destiny,  that  every 
maa  will  do  his  duty. 

Joseph  B.  JoHSaiON,  General  Gonvmanding. 

The  army  under  General  Sherman  had  advanced  steadi- 
ly, and  was  now  gradually  encircling  the  city.  On  the  12th 
of  July  he  had  invested  the  city  from  Pearl  River,  on  the 
north  of  Jackson,  to  the  same  stream  south  of  the  place. 
The  Pearl  River  runs  directly  through  the  city.  By  this 
means,  General  Shei-raan  aucceeded  in  cutting  off  many 
hundred  cars  from  the  Confederacy.  Wliilc  investing  the 
dty,  General  Sherman  on  the  11th  of  July  sent  a  company 
of  cavalry  on  a  foraging  expedition,  and  during,  the  trip 
the  command  ascertained  that  the  extensire  library,  for- 
erly  belonging  to  the  rebel  President,  was  secreted  in  a 
house  near  hj.  The  'cavalry  at  once  proceeded  to  the 
house,  and  there  found  thousands  of  volumes  of  books, 
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znd  several  Ifushds  of  private  and  political  papers,  belong- 
ing to  Davis,  -written  by  persons  Horth  and  South,  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  plot  of  inciting  the  rebellion. 
Some  of  these  papers  were  carried  into  camp,  and  served 
as  novel  literature  for  the  officers  and  men. 

In  addition  to  these,  several  valuable  gold-headed  walk- 
inT-canca  were  found,  one  of  them  presented  to  Davis  by 
Franklin  Pierce.  On  another  one  was  the  inscription, 
"  From  a  Soldier  to  a  Soldier's  Friend." 

In  many  of  the  letters  the  subject  of  secession  was 
warmly  discussed.  Some  of  these  letters  date  back  as  far 
as  1852.  Many  of  the  more  prominent  writers  accepted 
the  separation  of  the  North  and  South  as  a  foregone  con- 
clusion, but  only  disagreed  how  and  when  it  should  be 
done.  Davis  is  alluded  to  as  the  political  Moses  in  this 
measure,  and  the  allusions  to  him  would  seem  as  if  he 
were  looked  upon  in  the  light  of  a  demi-god. 

On  the  morning  of  July  12th,  General  Sherman  sent  a 
battalion  of  cavaky  on  an  expedition  about  fifteen  miles 
east  of  Jackson,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  railroad 
bridges,  culverts,  rolling  stock,  or  any  thing  else  of  value  to 
the  rebel  goverament  or  its  military  authorities. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  preceding  night  the  in- 
vesting forces  made  aiTangements  for  a  cannonade  of  the 
enemy's  works.  A  premature  movement  of  a  portion  of  the 
line  nearly  caused  a  failure  of  the  expedition,  but  a  prompt 
action  on  the  part  of  the  commanding  general  remedied 
the  evil. 

On  the  13th  of  July  the  rebels  made  a  sortie  from  their 
works  and  advanced  a  brigade  of  infantry  and  several  bat- 
teries of  artillery  agamst  the  right  of  the  Hue,  with  the  m- 
tention  of  breaking  it.  The  advance  was  very  sudden  and 
was  made  under  the  cover  of  a  heavy  fog  ;  but  the  sortie 
was  met  with  a  determined  resistance.    In  a  short  time 
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after  the  enemy  had  opened  the  attack,  the  whole  of  the 
r^ht  wing  waa  in  line  of  battle,  ready  for  an  emergency. 

On  the  night  of  Juno  16th,  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston 
with  a  portion  of  his  army  evacuated  Jacksoa  and  retreat- 
ed in  great  haste  towards  the  east.  Had  he  not  made 
good  his  retreat  on  that  night,  the  whole  garrison  would 
have  heea  the  next  day  in  great  danger  of  capture  hy  a 
complete  investment  of  the  city. 

The  following  accounts  from  army  correspondents  givo 
interesting  details  of  the  advance  to,  and  second  occupation 
of  the  city  of  Jackson : 

WMle  the  ailrrender  of  Viekaburg  was  in  prt^reas,  General  Grant 
arranged  iiia  plana  for  the  enpturo  of  this  town,  and  intrusted  the  affair 
to  General  Sherman.  Accordingly,  on  tbe  morning  of  the  5ih  of  Jvlj, 
the  Ninth  Army  Corpa,  which  waa  then  encamped  on  the  Yazoo  lliver, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Haines  BhilT,  look  up  the  line  of  march,  forming  tho 
leftwiogofthe  advancing  column.  Tho  other  corps  had  marched  on 
the  right  of  the  Ninth.  After  a,  few  days  of  akirmishing,  which  reanlted 
in  the  falling  back  of  the  rebels  to  their  line  of  defensive  works  around 
the  town,  the  siege  regnlnrly  commencecl,  but  was  of  even  much  briefer 
duration  than  tho  moat  aauguine  expected.  Our  forces  svivrounded  the 
<atjon  the  north,  west,  and  souti  sides.  As  early  aa  the  morning  of  the 
IGth,  suapieion  was  aroused  that  the  rehela  were  or  intended  evacuating, 
and  in  order  to  ascertain  the  truth  a  chai^  of  the  whole  line  waa  or- 
dered at  eleven  a.  m.  The  signal  waa  two  cannon-shots.  Ths  troops  of 
the  whole  force  selected  to  malce  a  f^nt  of  an  aasault  were  drawn  up  in 
line,  and  aa  the  guns  boomed  the  second  shot,  awaj  they  daabed  at  the 
rebel  works.  Tliey  were  retxited,  liotamer,  icilh  a  steady  and  lieainj  fire, 
iiihich  gosie  no  dmtU  ofHu:  presence  of  an  enany  in  force,  and  the  test  having 
been  sueceaaful,  tliey  were  withdraivn,  after  Buffering  but  alight  loss. 
In  the  evening  a  leconnoisaance  was  made  to  wilhin  a  ahort  distance  of 
the  rebel  fortifications ;  and  the  tramp  of  a  column  of  troops  in  motion, 
intermingled  with  the  commands  of  the  ofEccra,  and  a  confused  bustle 
J  distinctly  heard,  indicating  that  the  evacuation  had 

ing  of  the  nth  left  little  double  that  such  waa 
One  brigade  ivas  ordered  forward  as  sfcirinialiere,  with 
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another  in  support.  Approaching  the  rebel  vrotks,  tbey  found  thorn 
tenauUcBa,  and  the  brigade,  reformiDg  ia  column,  dashed  into  the  town 
oa  the  double  quick.  Ho  enemy  presented  himseli;  but  on  tiie  outskirts 
Btragglcrs  tothenamljerofl57  were  captured.  The  troops  soon  pushed  to 
the  centre  of  the  town,  and  raised  the  Stars  and  Stripes  on  the  State- 
House. 

The  town  at  tliis  time  was  almost  enveloped  in  smoke  from  the  burn- 
ing buildings.  The  troops  all  around  the  line  soon  observed  so  evident 
axi  indication  of  a  retreat,  and  in  a  short  time  detachmenta  of  the  Thir- 
teenth and  Fifteenth  Corps  sallied  in  from  the  south  and  west  sides.  A 
check,  however,  was  suddenly  given  to  this  movement,  when  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  rebels  in  leaving  had  planted  torpedoes  in  the  roads, 
which  esploded  when  trodden  upon.  Fortunately,  the  injury  inflicted 
by  these  cowardly  instrumenta  waa  not  very  extensive.  The  first  killed 
was  a  citizen  who  wasflying  from  the  burning  town.  Another  esploded 
under  a  group  of  soldiers,  killing  or  wounding  about  sis  of  them,  and  a 
third  blew  up  a  wagon  while  passing  over  it 

The  evacuation  by  the  rebels,  as  far  as  can  lie  ascertained  from  the 
reports  of  dtiaens  and  prisoners,  commenced  soon  after  sundown  and 
coQtinued  until  two  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  llth,  when  only  a  reat 
guard  was  left  to  apply  the.  torch  to  the   buildings  selected  for  de- 


Of  course  the  retreat  was  over  the  Pearl  River,  in  the  direction  of  Me- 
ridian, on  the  line  of  the  Jackson  Railroad.  The  burned  district  embraces 
the  business  portion  of  the  town,  though  a  numlier  of  private  residences 
were  also  fired.  The  burned  buildings  lie  principally  oil  State,  or  Main 
and  Capital  streets.  In  addition  to  these  and  their  contents,  the  rebels 
destroyed  a  large  quantity  of  cotton,  the  bales  of  which  they  roUed  into 
the  streets  and  ignited. 

The  tracks  of  the  railroad  are  reported  tom  up  for  many  miles  beyond 
the  river.  In  the  town  they  are  comparatively  uninjured.  A  niunbor 
of  cars,  which  are  in  pretty  good  condition,  also  escaped  destruction. 

In  addition  to  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  prisoners  captured  by 
Genera!  Ferrero's  Brigade,  many  others  were  subsequently  taken,  swell- 
ing the  number  to  nearly  four  hundred. 

The  defences  of  the  town,  c^ia  close  inspection,  do  not  prove  so  formi- 
dabJo  as  they  wore  conjectured  to  be.  The  roads  leading  out  into  ti:a 
country  are  each  fortified  with  large  and  strong  works,  constructed  in 
maaj  cases  with  cotton-bales,  supplied  with  heavy  guns,  and  connected 
with  each  other  by  a  line  of  breastworks,  rifle-pita,  and  intrenchments 
14* 
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Tho  heavy  artillery  liad  not  been  removed,  and  with  a  large  quantitj 
of  shot,  shell,  and  powder,  has  fallen  into  our  hands  a  prize.* 

The  annexed  account  is  ^ven  by  a  participant  witli  the 
right  wing  of  the  army  : 

The  eyacuatlon  of  Jackson  was  commenced  by  the  rebala  at  dusk  on 
the  evening  of  the  16th  of  July,  18S3.  In  the  artcrnoon  of  that  day  the 
HinthArmy  Corps  (left  wing),  Major-General  Parke,  raceiycd  orders  from 
Geaeral  Slierman  to  condense  their  lines  by  approaching  four  hundred 
yards  uearer  the  rebel  works  from  the  line  tliey  then  ocoiipied.  The 
movement  was  commenced,  and  our  skirmishers,  who  were  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  attacking  column,  were  soon  engaging  the  rebel  pickets. 
The  rebels  on  that  Hank  at  onco  comprehended  our  movement,  and  sent 
out  a  strong  body  of  Ijoopa  ia  repel  our  advance.  In  a  few  minutes 
the  musketry  fire  increased,  and  in  twenty  minutes  (here  was  a.  terrifio 
roar  of  musketry  and  artillerj'.  The  movement  of  General  Parke  receiv- 
ed some  support  from  the  Fifteenth  Corps  (centre),  Major-Geueral  Steele, 
which  kept  upadiagonalfireontheenemy.  The  engaging  parties  wore 
soon  enveloped  in  smoke,  and  for  a  tame  it  was  a  problem  which  side 
was  gaining  ground.  After  three-fourths  of  an  hour  the  matter  was 
cleariy  dedded,  our  troops  having  attained  the  objective  point,  and  tho 
rebels  were  driven  back  defeated,  leaving  hundreds  of  their  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  field.  After  this  there  was  a  l«tal  cessation  of  firing  oa. 
botli  sides.  At  dusk  one  of  the  rebel  regimental  bands  took  a  position 
in  one  of  the  salients  rf  their  works  and  regaled  our  troops  by  playing 
the  "Bonnie  Blue  Flag,"  "My  Maryland,"  "Dixie's  Land,"  and  all  the 
other  pli^iariiod  airs  which  ttiey  liave  adopted  aa  national  tunes.  Dur- 
ing the  night  of  the  16th  inst.,  ttanquillity  reigned  throughout  the  camps. 
Early  on  the  mornmg  of  the  nth  inst.,  our  advance  pickets  of  the  Tliir- 
tcenth  Corps  discovered  that  the  rebel  pickets  had  been  withdrawn 
during  the  night;  and,  on  looking  towards  the  rebel  works,  every  thing 
ludicatedUiat  "fighting  Joe  Johnston"  and  his  army  had  left  for  more 
congenial  parts.  The  news  .was  communLcated  to  Major-General  Ord, 
comminding  tho  right  wing,  and  in  turn  was  sent  to  General  Sherman, 
commanding  the  expedition.  Measures  wore  subsequently  adopted  to 
take  immediate  possession  of  the  city 
General  Elair  established  his  head-quarters  at  tl-.e  Governor's  house, 

*  Mr.  Jas.  C,  Fitzpatrick's  dispatch  to  the  Nea  Torlt  Berald. 
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from  wllldh  plans  he  promulgatedorders,  and  afforded  the  few  remaining 
Inhabitants  of  the    't 
was  EucceasM  afte 
tiie  dnj  order  reis" 

It  would  be^ar  n  t«mp        po  tray  the  appearance  of 

Jaokaon  after  tho  r  )e  d    D  was  visible  on  alUianda. 

Onr  own  army,  oa   ta  fire      13  act        d  atroved  mucli  valuiblo 

property ;  and,  to         p         h    ca  alogi      tl        bela  burned  up  fifty  or 
sisty  buildings  on   h        ee  g  h       p        on  the  ground  of  mill- 

iary  necessity,  to  ace  mp    li  h    d  ti  n      large  quantities  of  army 

Btores  which  they  w  a  port       their  retreat.    The  day 

waa  sultry,  scarotly  S  ''''^  and  the  smoke  from 

the  ruins  of  the  fires  coursed  along  through  the  principal  streets,  making 
a  trip  through  the  city  decidedly  uncomfortable. 

For  nearly  two  months  tlie  rebels  had  worked  night  and  day  to  fortify 
Jackson.  FortiScations  and  rJHe-pits  arose  as  if  by  magic,  and  these 
works  extended  over  a  front  of  two  miles.  Every  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  topography  of  the  ground,  and  every  convergent  road  to  tho  dty 
was  covered  by  artillery.  In  front  of  those  works  and  for  oae-fourth 
of  a  mile  from  their  front  a  strong  and  impassable  abatia  v.-as  formed 
by  felling  trees,  jilaced  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  tho  approach  to 
the  works  by  an  opposing  army  a  matter  of  impossibility.  An  attempt 
to  charge  these  works  by  our  troops  would  have  been  certain  defeat,  if 
not  annihilation,  to  our  gaUant  army.  Again,  thefc  obstructions  afibrd- 
ed  a  cover  to  the  teal  nature  of  the  rebel  works,  aud  so  complete  was 
this  concealment  as  to  make  them  appear  as  ordinary  field  works.  The 
principal  line  of  fortifications  waa  made  of  bales  of  cotton  covered  with 
earth ;  and  to  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  eitont  of  them  and  their 
invnlnerabihty,  the  fact  need  only  be  stated  that  two  thousand  bales  of 

Johston's  army,  according  tc  the  testimony  of  rebel  prisoners,  waB 
numericiCly  as  strong  as  ours.  It  waa  composed  of  a  portion  of  Pem- 
berton's  old  army,  and  re^enforoements  from  Bragg's  army,  and  detach- 
Q  Mob'ila,  and  Obarleston,  S.  C.    In  it  were  the  divi  ' 


neuerals  Breckinridge,  Loring,  Walker,  ai 


3  thousands  of 


..„_,e-guards  from  the  interior  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama.  General 
Gist  brought  ten  regiments  with  him  from  South  Caroliua,  many  of 
thorn  of  the  "  best  blood,"  as  a  prisoner  stated,  of  the  Palmetto  State, 
whoso  motto  was,  "Ko  surrenden."  What  a  sorry  feilure  they  made 
of  it  I 
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After  our  army  had  taken  possession  of  Jackson,  stroug  detachments 
of  troops,  infanlry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  were  sent  out  on  aU  the  rail- 
roads diverging  from  the  city,  with  orders  to  tc^r  up  the  track,  destroy 
the  bridges,  calverts,  depots,  and  water-tanka  within  a  radius  of  fifteen 
miles.  As  I  close  this  letter,  the  artillery  of  some  of  our  advanced 
troops  is  heard  in  the  distance.  The  rebels  had  nearly  completed  the 
raQroad  bridge,  destroyed  by  our  troops  in  May  last^  across  the  Pearl 
Eiver,  near  Jackson.    This  also  is  to  be  destroyed. 

Nearly  every  eligible  or  flat  piece  of  land  in  and  around  Jackson  has 
been  taken  as  rel>ol  burial-grounds.  From  the  thousands  of  graves  your 
correspondent  saw  in  his  inspection  of  the  city,  the  inference  is,  that 
the  mortality  in  the  rebel  anny  from  May  until  our  troops  repos- 
sessed the  city  must  have  been  very  largo.  Some  of  tlxe  graves  are 
graced  with  marble  slabs ;  but  the  majority  had  plain  head-boards,  giv- 
ing the  ago  and  date  of  the  death  of  the  deceased. 

Rebel  prisoners  by  hundreds,  from  Johnston's  fugitive  army,  are 
coming  in  and  gS'ing  themselves  up  as  prisoners  of  war.  They  state 
their  belief  that  the  Confederacy  is  a  failure,  and  the  rebel  leaders  a 
clique  of  ambitious,  intriguing  knaves.  They  declare  that  the  war  waa 
inaugurated  by  a  few  selSsh  politicians,  and  tlie  people  were  dragged 
into  it.  They  stat«  that  the  Union  sentiment  is  in  the  minds  of  many 
of  the  people  of  the  South ;  but  they  dare  not  express  it,  and  are  biding 
their  time,  hoping  aod  praying  they  may  soon  be  liberated  from  the 
heavy  yoke  of  Jefferson  Davis  and  Ms  followers. 

Our  trophies  by  ihe  evacuation  are  not  numerous.  The  most  impor- 
tant item  is  that  of  the  cotton  used  in  the  rebel  fortifieationa,  and  some 
miscellaneous  lots  in  and  near  the  city  |  of  this,  I  learn  there  are  about 
three  thousand  bales,  most  of  it  In  good  order  and  ready  for  shipment 
northward.  The  rebels  took  all  their  cannon,  of  which  they  bad  fifty 
pieces,  with  the  exception  of  one  ten-inch  ship's  columbiad,  which  wiis 
too  weighty  an  incumbrance  to  a  Sying  army.  In  addition  to  the 
cotton,  we  obtamed  lai^  quantities  of  artillery  and  musket  ammunition 
The  latter  was  of  first  quality,  of  English  and  Austrian  manufacture. 
Among  the  different  qualities  of  the  small  ammunilaon  was  the  expan- 
sive, esplosive  Minie,  and  the  ordinary  buck  and  ball  oartrldgcs.  The 
artillery  ammunition  was  nearly  all  manufactured  at  the  Augushi  (Ga.) 
arsenal.  We  captured  some  twenty  or  thirty  railroad  cars  and  otJier 
railroad  equipineata  of  no  present  use  to  tlie  amy,  as  the  railroad,  rail- 
road bridges,  culverts,  water-tanks,  and  depflts,  have  all  been  destroyed 
oyer  an  area  of  fifteen  mQes  from  Jackson,    The  drunage  thus  done,  will 
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amount  to  at  least  two  milUona  of  dollars,  and  should  we  evacuate  the 
place  the  rebels  could  not  robuild  the  roads  destroyed  at  any  price,  a3 
the  material  ia  not  in  the  Confederaey. 

.fVora  May  lai  wp  Ui  Sie  captare  of  Jackson,  GeiieraX  Granffa  armij  !ias 
Sotk  varemitliagly  rU  teork.  Thq/  have  foagltt,  viUhin  that  time,  saiim  heOy- 
ceniesled  battles,  at  the  cost  of  mnny  a  gaUanl  lift,  Ja(  with  twofotd  victory  to 
rmr  arms.  The  trophies  of  these  battles,  in  arms  and  prisoners,  are 
counted  by  thousands;  but  the  crowning  event  of  Hio  campaign  is  tlte 
opening  of  the  Mississippi  Eiwr.  The  rebel  army  of  the  West  has  beeu 
scattered  to  the  wioda,  and  those  not  killed  or  captured  are  fleeing  with 
sheer  fright  from  before  our  army  of  veterans.     For  the  present,  cam- 


paignmg  ■ 


ended* 


♦  Mr.  Charles  H.  Parrell's  dispatch  to  the  New  Tori  Herald. 
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CHAPTER  SLIII. 


GENERAL   GEANT  AT  VICKSBUKG,  BUT  NOT  IDLE. 

Gesbkal  Grant  had  remained  behind  at  Vidtsburg 
when  General  Shei-raan  advanced,  but  he  was  not  idle. 
He  held  constant  communication  with  his  various  com- 
mands, and  organized  certmn  expeditions,  the  more  effectu- 
ally to  clear  the  entire  department  of  all  vestige  of  rebel 
rule.  The  following  dispatch  explains  how  General  Grant 
was  employed : 

ViCKSBURC,  Miss.,  July  12,  1SC3. 
Mfljor-GflDcral  Hallecs,  Genzral-in-CWef: 

Genernl  Sherman  has  Jackaoninvosted  from  Pearl  River  on  Uie  north 
to  Uie  river  on  ttc  south.  This  has  cut  off  many  himdrod  ears  from  tlie 
Confederacy.  Sherman  says  he  has  forces  enough,  and  feels  no  appro- 
tension  about  the  result. 

Mnding  that  Yozoo  Cit^  was  leing  forlijied,  I  sent  General  Uerron  there 
Witt  his  Divmoa.  He  captured  several  hundred  prisoners  and  one 
Bteamboat.  Five  pieces  of  heavy  arllUery  and  all  the  public  stores  foil 
into  our  hands.  The  enemy  burned  three  steamboats  on  the  approach 
of  the  gunboats. 

The  De  Ealb  waa  blown  up  and  sunk  in  fifteen  feel  of  water  by  the 
eiplosiou  of  a  torpedo. 

Pindii^  that  the  enemy  were  crossing  cattle  for  the  lehel  army  at 
Natchez  and  were  saidiohareseToral  thousand  there, /AcnJesenfsieum- 
hoiits  a:,d  troops  to  called  thim  and  destroy  all  boats  and  means  for  muUftg 
mur«  U,  S.  GnANT,  .'.fi'jor-  GciM-al. 

Of  the  Yanoo  City  expedition,  Admiral  Porter  reports 
as  follows : 
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TjNlTED   SlATES  MISSISSIPPI  S'JUADKON,  ) 

Pixia-SuiP  Black  HiWK,  orF  Vicksbusg,  July  14,  1863.  J 
Hon.  GiQEO>r  Welles  : 

Sm:— Koaricg  that  Genara]  JohnEtoQ  was  fortifying  Yazoo  City  witli 
heavy  guna,  and  gatlieriag  troops  there  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
supplies  for  liis  army  from  the  Yaioo  country ;  also  that  tho  remainder 
of  the  enemy's  test  transpoi  ts  were  then  showing  a  possibility  of  his 
atlfimpt  to  escape,  Majar- General  Grant  and  myself  determi-ned  to  send  a 
naval  arid  mililary  expedition  tip  tiiere  to  capbire  tJiem. 

The  Barott  De  Kalb,  New  National,  Kenwood,  and  Signal,  were  dis- 
patched, under  command  of  Lieutenant  John  G.  Walker,  with  ft  force  of 
troops  numbering  Eve  thousand,  under  command  of  Jlajor-General  Frank 
J.  Herron.  Pushing  up  to  the  city,  the  Baron  De  Kalb  engaged  the  bat- 
teries, which  were  all  prepared  to  receive  her,  and  afterfiudihg  out  Iheir 
Etrengtb  dropped  back  to  notify  General  Herron,  who  immediately  land- 
ed hi3  men,  and  tho  army  and  navy  made  a  combined  attack  on  the 
enemy's  works.  The  rebels  soon  fled,  leaving  every  thing  in  our  pos- 
Kesslon,  and  set  fire  to  four  of  their  finest  eteamers  that  ran  on  the 
Mississippi  River  in  times  pasl:. 

Tho  army  pursued  tlie  enemy  and  captured  their  roar  guard  of  two 
hundred  and  sisty  men,  and  at  last  accounts  were  taking  more  prisoners. 
Sii  heavy  guns  and  one  vessel,  formerly  a  gunhoal^  fell  into  our  hands, 
aiid  all  the  munitions  of  war. 

Unfortunately,  while  the  Boron  De  Kalb  was  moving  slowly  along  she 
ran  foul  of  a  torpedo,  which  esploded  and  suclt  her.  There  was  no 
sign  of  any  thing  of  the  kind  to  bo  seen.  While  she  was  going  down 
anolher  exploded  under  her  stern. 

The  water  is  rising  fast  in  the  Yazoo,  and  wo  can  do  nothing  more 
tlian  get  the  guns  out  of  hor  and  then  get  her  into  deep  water,  whora 
she  will  be  undisturbed  until  we  are  able  to  raise  her.     Tlie  olflcera  and 
man  lost  e^cry  thing, 
J  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  teapoetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
David  D.  Poktbr, 
Acliuj  Rear-Admiral  Commanding/  Mississippi  S^riadron. 

The  Red  River  and  Natchea  expedition  may  be  con- 
sidered as  part  and  parcel  of  one  and  tlie  same  operation, 
the  success  of  whicli  is  reported  by  Adruiral  Porter  and 
General  Grant  as  follows: 
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Fl»q-Ship  Black  Haive,      ) 
Off  VICK3BURG,  J'lhj  13,  I8S3.  \ 
nor..  Gideon-  WellkS,  Secretary  of  (he  Nixny : 

Sir  :— I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoii  that  the  ospectition  I  acnt  into 
the  Red  River  region  proved  very  EuodesefuL  Ascending  the  Black 
and  TenEM  Rivera,  ruQQiag  parallel  with  the  Miasiasippi,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Selfridge  mnds  the  head  of  navigation — Tensaa  Lake  and 
Bayou  Maeon — thirty  miles  abova  Tiokabui^,  and  witliin  five  or  sis 
miles  of  the  Mississippi  River.  The  enemy  were  takon  completely  by 
surprise,  net  espeetmg  such  a  foroo  in  snoli  a  quarter.  The  rebels  who 
have  ascended  to  that  re^on  will  be  obliged  to  move  further  back  from 
the  river,  if  not  go  away  altogether. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridgs  d  vided  his  furcts  on  finding  that 
the  transports  which  had  been  carrying  stores  to  "Walker's  army  had 
escaped  up  some  of  the  narrow  streams  He  sent  the  Manitou  and 
Battler  up  the  Littla  Rod  River — a  small  triLutary  of  the  Black — and 
the  Forest  Rose  and  Petrel  np  the  Tensaa  fiie  night  was  dark  and  it 
was  raining  very  hard.  The  Mauitou  and  Rattier  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing the  rebel  steamer  Lou'sville  f  th  1  g  t  d  perhaps  the  best 
steamer  in  the  Western  w  ta  Up  tl  T  ns.  one  of  its  tribu- 
taries,  the  Forest  Rose  a  d  P  t  1  cap  d  th  team  r  Elmira,  loaded 
with  stores,  sugar,  anii  i,  1  th  1  1  my  Finding  that  the 
steamers  which  had  conv  d  C  ■d  \\  Ik  y  had  returned  np 
the  Wachita,  the  eipedit  t  d  p  h  t  d  came  suddenly 
upon  two  rebel  steamers  b  t  th  bel  t  h  m  n  Are,  and  they 
were  consumed  so  rapidly  Hi  t  th  am  could  n  t  be  ascertained. 
One  steamer,  loaded  with  mm  t  p  d  b  lio  fort  at  Harri- 
sonburg, which  is  a  very  g  k  d  d  ble  with  wooden 
gunboats.  It  la  on  an  ela  t  q  h  d  d  f  liigh,  which  ele- 
vation covers  what  water  batteries  of  heavy  guns  there  are. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge  was  fortunate  enough,  however,  to 
hear  of  a  lai^  quantity  of  ammunition  that  had  lately  been  haided  from 
Natchez,  and  deposited  at  or  near  Trinity,  nearly  due  west  of  Natchez, 
and  from  whence  stores,  provisions,  cattle,  guns  and  ammunition  are 
transported  He  captured  fifteen  thousand  rounds  of  smooth-bore  am- 
mumtion  ten  thousand  rounds  of  Enfield  rifle,  and  two  hundred  and 
twentv  four  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  for  guns,  a  rifle  thirty-pounder 
Parrott  gun  carnage  liity-two  hogslieads  of  sugar,  ten  puncheons  of 
rum,  nme  barrels  of  flour,  and  flfly  barrels  of  salt— -all  belonging  to  the 
Confederate  government.    At  the   same  time  they  heard  of  a  large 
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amount  of  ammumtioQ  that  had  started  from  Katchez  for  Trinitj,  and 
wa3  lying  in  wa^oni  on  the  roads  half  way  across.  He  dispatdied  a 
boat  aroi  ad  to  inform  mo  of  it ;  but  GenBral  Hansom,  who  had  landed 
a  few  days  before  at  Naldii-K,  hearing  of  it  also,  sent  a  detachment  of 
cavalry  end  captu  el  the  wliolo.     Thus  Walker's  army  is  left  almost 

Tho  officers  and  n  en  hate  ahown  great  energy  on  this  oipedition, 
and  have  met  with  no  mishap.  They  procured  a  giiod  doal  of  informa- 
tion by  which  future  moysments  will  be  regulated.  The  people  in  the 
whole  of  that  section  are  very  hostile  to  the  govermnent— rank  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dattd  D.  Poktbk,  BeoT-Admiral. 

TiCKSBuEO,  Miss.,  Jvhj  18,  1863. 
Major-General  H.  "W.  Hallboe,  Generol-m-Okkf: 

Joe  Joimston  evacuated  Jaokson  on  tlie  night  of  the  16th  instant. 
He  is  now  in  full  retreat  cast.  Sherman  says  most  of  Johnston's  army 
must  perish  from  heat,  lack  of  water,  and  general  discouragement. 

The  army  paroled  here  have  to  a  great  eitent  deserted,  and  are  scat- 
tered over  the  country  in  every  direction. 

Learning  that  Yazoo  City  was  being  fortified,  I  sent  General  Herron 
tlisrc.  Five  guns  were  captured,  many  stores,  and  about  tliree  hun- 
dred prisoners. 

General  Ransom  was  sent  to  TJatchea  to  stop  the  crossing  of  catlla 
for  the  Eastern  army.  On  arrival  lie  found  tliat  largo  numbere  liad 
been  driven  out  of  the  city  to  be  pastured:  also  that  munitions  of  war 
had  recently  been,  crossed  over  to  wait  for  Kirby  Smith.  He  mounted 
about  two  hundred  of  Ms  men  and  sent  them  in  botli  directions. 

They  captured  a  number  of  prisoners  and  five  thousand  head  of 
Teiaa  cattle,  two  thousand  head  of  which  were  sent  to  General  Banks. 
The  balance  have  been  or  will  be  brought  here. 

In  Louisiana  they  captured  more  prisoners,  and  a  number  of  teams 
loaded  with  ammunition.  Over  two  million  rounds  of  ammunition  were 
brought  back  to  Katchez  with  the  l«ams  captured,  and  two  hundred 
and  sLsty-eight  thousand  rounds,  besides  artillery  ammunition,  were  de- 
stroyed. U.  S.  Grant,  Major- Ckneral  Commaiuliiig. 

These  operations  may  be  said  to  have  closed  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley  campaign,  wbich  was  one  of  the  most  victori- 
ous, throughout,  that  had  occurred  from  the  comoience- 
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ment  of  the  war.  Iii  this  connection  It  is  due  to  the 
gentleman  concerned,  to  transcribe  a  portion  of  General 
Grant's  official  report.*  "  I  cannot  close  this  report,"  the 
General  writes,  "  without  an  expression  of  thankfulness  for 
my  good  fortune  in  buing  placed  in  co-operation  with  an 
oflicer  of  the  navy,  who  accords  to  every  move  that  seems 
for  the  interest  and  success  of  our  arms,  his  hearty  and 
energatic  support.  Admiral  Porter  and  the  very  efficient 
officers  under  him  have  ever  shown  the  greatest  readiness 
in  their  co-operation,  no  matter  what  was  to  be  done  or 
wliat  risk  to  be  taken  either  by  their  men  or  their  vessels. 
^Vitliout  this  prompt  and  cordial  support  my  movements 
wonlj  have  bgon  much  embarrassed,  if  not  wholly  de- 
feated." 

AmoDg  tlie  incidents  of  General  Grant's  occupation  of 
Vicksburg  is  the  following:  A  major  in  the  rebel  army 
had  formerly  served  in  the  same  regiment  of  the  United 
States  army  with  Grant,  but  was  then  liis  prisoner.  Grant 
treated  him  kindly,  invited  him  to  his  private  apartment, 
and  aft«r  he  left,  gave  a  sketch  of  the  rebel's  former  life 
to  the  members  of  his  staff.  He  said,  that  when  the  rebel 
major  was  in  his  room  and  he  was  talking  to  him  about 
being  in  the  Confederate  service,  the  latter  replied,  "  Grant, 
I  tell  you,  I  ain't  ranch  of  a  rebel,  after  all,  and  when  I  am 
naroled,  I  will  let  the  d— d  service  go  to  the  mischief," 
*  Published  ia  full  in  the  Appendii. 
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CHAPTER  XLTV. 

mS    SUCCESS    MADE    SURE. — HIS    DEP.IETMEST    SKCUKED. 

CAKE   FOE  THE    SOLDIEES, 

General  Geaz^t,  having  gained  his  victories,  ^vas  not  the 
man  to  allow  the  fruits  thereof  to  become  valueless,  by  neg- 
lecting the  duty  of  firmly  securing  them.  He  had  opened 
the  Mississippi,  from  its  source  to  the  Gulf;  it  therefore  be- 
came necessary  that  he  should  prevent  it  from  ever  again 
being  closed  by  the  enemy.  For  this  purpose  he  as  cheif 
officer  located  his  head-quarters  at  Vicksburg,  in  order 
that  he  might  be  able  to  have  control  of  an  easy  access  to 
all  parts  of  his  department,  which  at  this  time-extended 
to  the  extreme  limits  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Ill  a  very  short  space  of  time  the  department  was  re- 
stored to  peace,  if  not  to  order,  and  General  Grant  allowed 
himself  a  little  of  that  rest  so  much  needed  after  the  ardu- 
ous work  which  he  had  accomplished.* 

In  honor  of  the  victories  gamed  by  General  Grant  with 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  a  magnificent  sword  was  pre- 

*  In  this  connection  it  might  be  slated  that  General  Grant's  wifo, 
who  liad  been  an  anxious  watcher  of  his  military  movements  and  sue- 
coss,  now,  that  victory  and  peace  were  secured  in  liis  department,  left 
her  homo  for  a  time  to  siait  her  husband,  at  the  noted  place  which  had 
caused  him  so  mucli  labor  and  aniriety  to  gain  the  possession  of,  and  the 
reduction  of  whicll  had  made  his  name  forever  famous  in  history. 
While  at  St.  Louis,  she  was,  in  honor  of  her  husband,  serenaded  by  a 
fine  baud,  attended  by  an  immense  throng  of  civilians.  After  the 
music  had  ceased,  thrco  rousing  choers  were  given  by  the  crowd  for 
General  Grant,  and  throe  more  for  Mrs.  Grant,  when  tliat  lady  appeared 
at  tlie  window,  with  Brigadier- General  Strong  standing  by  her  side 
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sented  to  him  by  the  officers  under  his  command.  The 
scablirird  waa  of  eohd  silver,  appropriately  and  most  heaa- 
tli'iiry  finished.  The  handle  of  the  sword  represented  a 
carved  figure  of  a  young  giant,  crushing  the  rebellion,  and 
waa  most  clahorately  designed.  The  box  in  which  it  was 
placed  was  made  of  roaewood,  bound  with  ivoi-y,  and  lined 
with  velvet  and  white  satin.  On  the  interior  of  the  lid 
the  name  of  General  Grant  was  marted  with  crimson  ailk. 
The  whole,  in  design,  execution,  &nd  intrinsic  value,  dis- 
played great  taate  on  the  part  of  those  selected  to  carry 
ont  the  presentation. 

President  Lincoln  also  honored  the  victor  by  appointing 
him  to  the  vacant  major-generalship  in  the  regular  army  of 
the  United  States,  with  a  conimissioo  dating  from  the  oc- 
cupation of  Vickaburg,  July  ith,  1863. 

General  Grant  had  been  very  strict  with  regard  to  ab- 
sent soldiers  and  officers,  daring  the  time  their  presence 
was  needed  in  the  camp  and  field;  but  now  that  victory 
had  been  secured,  he  allowed  them  more  latitude,  as  is 
evidenced  from  the  following  order : 
and  on  repeated  calls  for  e,  speech,  the  General,  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Grant, 


GENTLBsiEir: — I  am  requested  by  Mrs.  Grant  to  express  her  acknowl- 
edgment for  flie  honor  jou  have  done  her  on  this  occasion.  I  know 
well  that,  in  tendering  her  thanks,  I  espress  your  sentiments,  when  I 
Bay  the  compliment  through  her  to  lier  ooble  huBtjand  is  one  merited 
by  a  brave  and  great  man,  who  has  made  las  iiame  forever  hoaored  a/hd  im- 
mortal, tu  !fte  Msiory  of  Americans  ilbistrious  patriots,  living  or  dead,  Mrs. 
Grant  does  not  deste,  in  the  testimony  you  have  offered,  that  you 
should  forget  the  brave  and  gallant  officers  and  soldiers,  who  have  so  lai-gdy 
ossified  in  bringing  about  (he  glorious  remit,  which  has  lecentlj  caused 
the  big  heart  of  our  nation  to  leap  with  joy.  She  asks  you  also  to  stop 
and  drop  a  pensive  tear  over  the  graves  of  the  rieble  dead,  who  havefaOsn  in 
the  sti-aggle,  that  you  and  I,  and  all  of  us,  might  onjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
patriotic  devotion  to  a  country  second  to  none  on  the  earth.  We  trust 
that  the  Mississippi  forever  will  be  under  the  control  of  onr  glorious 
coontry.  Mrs.  Grant  is  now  on  the  way  fo  join  her  husband,  who,  since 
the  amtmenceiHBnt  of  the  war,  has  not  aslced  for  one  day's  alsence.  He  has 
net  found  time  to  be  sick.  With  these  remarks  she  bids  you  good-night, 
and  begs  that  you  accept  her  thousand  thanks. 
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iTEHS,  Department  of  the  Tbsnebsbe,  ) 
Mississippi,  Ja!y  20,  1BG3,  ) 

[^Genvral  Orders,  No.  45.] 

In  pursuance  of  section  32,  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  enroEIng 
and  calling  out  the  national  forces,  and  for  other  purposes,'"  approved 
March  3,  16C3,  furloughs  may  be  granted  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
thirty  days  at  one  Sme,  to  five  per  centum  of  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  each  regiment^  battery,  independent  company,  and 
detachment,  present  wifli  their  rospectlvo  comnjands  in  this  department, 
for  good  conduct  in  their  line  of  duty,  by  Iheir  immediate  commanding 
officers,  approved  by  intermediate  and  army  corps  oommaaders.  'Sax- 
loughs  thus  granted  are  intended  for  the  benefit  of  well  men,  and  the 
aicli  who  have  become  so  from  fatigue  or  exposure  in  the  lino  of  duty. 

OiMfer  no  circamslanc^  will  fv/rionghs  he  givm  to  men  viho  home  shirked 
dutij,  or  straggled  on  the. march,  or  pom  camqis.  Sack  men  must  be  made 
to  perfirrm  extra  fcUigve  duly  by  their  immediate  crnnmaading  o^ers, 
and  in  caisea  where  this  is  not  regarded  as  sufBcient  pmiishment,  they 
win  he  fined  in  an  amount  not  beyond  that  which  a  regimental  court- 
martial  is  authorized  to  impose.  The  amount  of  such  fine  will  he  enter- 
ed on  the  proper  muster  and  pay  rolls,  opposite  their  respective  names, 
and  tie  cause  for  which  it  is  imposed  stated. 

By  order  of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant. 

T.  S.  Bowers,  A.A.-G. 

The  open  rebel  sympathizers,  although  despising  the 
United  States  Government,  and  constantly  giving  practical 
aid  to  its  enemies,  were  ever  ready  to  send  their  negroes 
to  be  fed  by  the  military  authorities.  General  Grant  was 
determined  to  put  a  stop  to  this  proceeding,  and  issued 
the  following  order : 

Head-Quarters,  Depastment  op  the  Tbnbbssee,  I 
TiCESBUEQ,  Mississippi,  July  21,  1863,         J 
[General  Orderfi,  Ko.  4S.] 

1.  Hereafter  no  isBuea  of  provisions  will  be  made  for  contrabands, 
except  those  serving  ia  Tegimsnts  or  in  ccmtrabOMd  camps. 

2.  Issues  of  provisions  will  not  be  madeto'eitizen3,eicept  on  certifi- 
cates that  tliey  are  deatltute,  and  have  no  means  of  purchasing  the  ne- 
cessary supplies  for  their  families.    These  certificates  must  state  the 
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number  of  tlie  family,  and  tho  tima  for  which  tliey  draw,  ■whicli  shall 
not  exceed  ten  days  at  any  one  time. 

3.  In  making  issues  to  citizena,  only  articles  of  prime  necessity  will 
be  glTon,  i-  e.,  bread  and  moat,  and  these  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  of 
flour,  one  half  pouud  of  salt  meal,  or  one  pound  of  froah  beef,  to  the 

Major-General  U.  S.  Gea]>t. 

The  matter  of  trade  with  the  rebels  had  always  been  a 
Bourco  of  trouble  to  General"  Grant,  aa  he  found  that  per- 
sons so  engaged  were  far  more  ready  to  secure  to  them- 
eelves  the  proflta  of  illicit  speculation  than  to  care  for  the 
success  of  tha  Union  armies.  The  following  letter  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  clearly  sets  forth  his  feel- 
ings upon  this  matter,  and  explains  his  objections  to  the 
plan  of  "  Trade  following  the  Flag"  : 

Head-Quartbbs,  Depaktmment  of  the  Tekseseke,  ) 

ViCKSBUEO,  JIiSS,,  July  '2i,  1863.  \ 

Sir  : — Tour  letter  of  the  4th  inatant  to  ma,  enclosing  a  copy  of  s, 
letter  of  sarae  date  to  Mr.  Mellen,  special  agent  of  tha  Treasury,  is  just 
received.  My  ABsistant  Adjutant-General,  by  whom  I  sliall  send  this 
letter,  is  about  stjirtiug  for  "Washington ;  hence  I  shall  he  very  sltort  in 
Diy  reply. 

My  erperiearx  in  Wisl  Tennessee  has  convmced  me  Owi  any  trade  inhat- 
ever  with  the  rebeSious  Stales  is  vjeaksaiiig  to  us  of  at  least  thirty-three  per 
cent,  of  owf&rce.  "So  matter  what  tlio  rostrictiona  thrown  around  trade, 
if  any  whatever  is  allowed  it  will  be  made  the  means  of  supplying  the 
enemy  wliat  Oioy  want.  Sestrietiam,  iflinedvp  to,  make  trade  jinprofitalile, 
andheace  nonebutdisJum^sfmengoiiloit  IviiUvmiwelo  say  that  ito  honest 
fimn  hos  made  nioitey  m  West  Ihmessee  in  the  last  year,  while  many  fmlvims 

The  people  in  the  Miasissipia  Talley  are  now  nearly  subjugated. 
Keep  trade  out  for  a  few  months,  and  i  doubt  not  but  that  tho  work 
of  subjugation  will  be  ao  complete,  that  trade  can  be  opened  freely  witb 
the  States  of  Arkansas,  touiaiana,  and  Miaaissippi;  that  the  people  of 
these  States  will  be  more  ansious  for  the  enforcement  and  protection  oJ 
our  laws  than  lie  people  of  the  loyal  States.     They  have  eEcperieneed 
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the  miEfortune  of  beiaj  without  them,  aud  arc  now  in  a  most  happj 
condition  to  appreciate  their  blessings. 

Ni>  iheorij  of  my  awn  joiii  ever  stand  in  iha  vixy  of  my  executing,  in  good 
faith,  any  order  Imay  receive  from  those  in  authority  over  me;  but  my 
position  has  pven  mo  an  opportunity  of  seeing  what  would  not  be  known 
by  persons  away  from  the  scane  of  war,  and  I  venture,  therefore,  to  aug- 
gs.st  great  caution  in  opening  trade  wILh  robalg.  ' 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, . 

U.  S.  Qbakt,  Major- OeneraL 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chasb,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

It  will,  however,  be  seen  by  the  last  paragraph,  that 
General  Grant,  like  a  trae  soldier,  never  allowed  his  pri- 
vate feelings  to  stand  in  the  way  of  his  duty,  and  was  al- 
ways ready  to  render  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
those  ia  authority,  no  matter  how  it  might  interfere  with 
his  own  plans  or  views. 

By  the  end  of  July,  1863,  General  Grant  had  perfected  a 
complete  system  of  mounted  patrols  between  Yicksbuvg 
and  New  Orleansi,  who,  with  the  gunboats,  afforded  ample 
protection  to  vessels.  Everything  soon  became  quiet,  and 
tliere  existed  no  signs  of  rebels  on  either  shore.  General 
Grant  ordered  ail  sick  soldiei's  in  hospital,  able  to  bear  the 
journey,  to  be  sent  home  on  thirty  days'  furlough,  and  all 
those  permanently  disabled  to  be  immediately  discharged 
or  recommended  for  membership  in  the  invalid  corps. 

The  following  is  an  evidence  of  General  Grant's  care  for 
the  soldiers  under  his  commsind,  and  his  determination  that 
they  should  not  be  imposed  upon  by  the  cormorants  that 
generally  hang  upon  the  trail  of  an  army  : 

When  General  Grant  issued  his  order.  No.  45,  granting 
furloughs  to  the  soldiers,  he  also  issued  a  special  order  for- 
bidding steamboat  men  to  charge  more  than  five  dollars  to 
enlisted  men,  and  seven  dollars  to  officers,  as  fare  between 
Vioksburg  and  Cairo.     Immediately  after  Yicksburg  had 
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fallen  a  large  number  of  ateamboats  cleared  from  Korthem 
ports  for  tliat  place,  and  were  in  the  habit  of  charging 
Boldiers  going  home  on  furlough  from  fifteen  to  thirty  dol- 
lars' fare  to  Cairo.  One  steamer  was  compelled  by  General 
Grant  to  disgorge  its  ill-gotten  gains,  under  the  following 
circumstances : — This  boat  had  about  one  thousand  enlisted 
soldiers  and  neailj  two  hundied  and  fifty  officer?  on  boaid, 
en  route  for  home  on  shoit  leave  of  ab  ence  iftei  the  fa- 
tigues of  their  protrattel  but  glorio  is  campaign  The 
capt'un  bad  charged  thcie  men  ■in  3  ofiicers  fiom  ten  to 
twent)  fii  e  dollars  each  as  tart,  to  Cairo  Just  as  Ibe  boit 
■was  about  to  push  ofi"  from  the  whirf  ^t  \  n-k  burg  an 
order  came  from  General  Grint,  requnmg  the  captim  to 
piv  back  to  hii  passengers  all  money  received  by  bnn  is 
fare  m  excess  of  five  dolUis  to  enhsted  men  and  seven 
dolhrs  to  ofiicer"  or  submit  to  imprisonment  for  diso 
bedience,  ind  ha\e  his  beat  cunfiscited  The  order  cer 
tamly  caused  ^n  amount  of  disagreeable  astonishment  to 
the  captain  ;  but  the  presence  of  a  guard  rendered  it  ase- 
less  to  refuse  ;  and  so,  amid  the  shouts  of  the  soldiers  over 
their  Generars  care  of  their  interests,  he  complied  with 
as  good  grace  as  possible,  and  paid  back  the  money.  A 
gentleman  who  was  a  passenger  on  this  occasion  had  been 
present  when  General  Grant  issued  the  order  above  re- 
ferred to.  Tlie  General,  upon  being  informed  of  the  im- 
positions practised  upon  furlougiied  men  and  officers  by 
steamboat  men,  was  very  indiguant, 

*'  I  will  teach  them,  if  they  need  the  lesson,"  said  the 
gallant  General,  "that  the  men  who  have  periled  their 
lives  to  open  the  Slississippl  Elver  for  their  benefit  cannot 
be  imposed  upon  with  impunity." 

Can  it  be  wondered  at,  with  such  evidences  of  their 
General's  care,  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
Bhoald  iiiirly  worship  him  f 
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General  Grant  was  determined  to  eradicate  from  his  de- 
partment, all  bands  of  marauders,  guerillas,  and  irregular 
troopers,  who,  under  the  disguise  of  citizens,  committed 
depredations  ■within  the  Union  lines.  Neither  would  lie 
allow  plundering  by  his  own  soldiers.  He  therefore  issued 
the  following  important  order  to  that  effect: 

Heab-Qcabtbks,  Departhent  of  the  Tb>."hbsseb,  ) 
TicssBUKQ,  Miss.,  Ajigist  1,  1863.  J 

[^General  Orders,  ifo.  50.] 

I.  AU  regularly  organised  bodies  of  Itie  en^my  having  &aui  dHi)ea  from 
those  parte  o/  KtrOacky  and  Tennessee  west  of  ihe  Tennessee  River,  and  from 
afi  of  Mississyipi  west  of  the  Mississippi  Cerdrol  Railroad,  and  it  being  to 
the  interest  of  those  districts  not  .to  invil*  Hie  pxesence  of  anned  bodies 
of  men  aiocHjg  ihem,  it  ia  announBed  that  the  nutsi  rigorous  penalties  mHi 
liereajier  be  inflicUd  upon  the  JbUoiMng  classes  of  pris<mers,  to  wit:  A!! 
irregular  bodies  of  cavalry  not  mustered  and  paid  by  the  Confederate 
authorities;  all  persons  engaged  in  oonacripting,  enforcing  ihc  conscrip- 
tion, or  appreheflding  deserters,  whether  regular  or  irregular ;  all  citi- 
zens encouraging  or  ading  the  same ;  and  all  persons  detected  in  firing 
upon  unarmed  trMisports. 

It  is  cot  contemplated  that  thia  order  shall  affect  the  treatment  Jiib 
to  prisoners  of  war  captured  within  tlie  districts  named,  when  they  are 
members  of  legally  organised  companies,  ont?  when  their  acts  are  in  accord- 
ance toitli  ike  usages  of  eiifHiied  laarfare. 

II.  Tlie  ratazans  of  Mississippi,  within  the  limits  above  described,  are 
called  upon  to  pwsue  Oieir  peacefid  avocaHons,  in  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  While  doing  so  in  good  faith,  aU  United  States 
forces  are  prolUlnled  from  molesting  litem,  in  any  v/ay.  Jt  is  earnestly  re- 
commended (Aa(  the  frexdom  of  negroes  be  adcnoaledged,  and  that,  instead 
of  compulsory  labor,  contracts  on  fair  terms  be  entered  into  between, 
the  former  masters  and  servants,  or  between  the  latter  and  other  per- 
soas  who  maybe  willing  to  give  them  employment.  Such  a  system  as 
this,  honestly  followed,  will  result  in  substantial  advantages  to  all  pU'- 

AU  private  property  mil  be  respeeled  except  when  the  use  of  it  isnoces- 

saiy  for  the  Government,  in  which  case  it  must  ho  taken  under  the 

direction  of  &  corps  commander,  and  by  a  proper  detail  under  charge  of 

a  commissioned  officer,  with  specific  instructions  to  seize  cert^n  proper 

15 
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t7  and  do  other.  A.  staff-offloer  of  the  quarterniaater  or  Bubaistence 
department,  will,  in  each  instance,  be  designated  to  receipt  for  such  prop- 
erty aa  may  be  seized,  the  property  to  be  paid  for  at  thu  end  of  the  war 
on  proofof  loyalty,  or  on  proper  adjustment  of  the  claim,  tnder  such 
regalations  or  !awa  as  may  hereafter  be  established.  All  property  seized 
under  this  order  must  be  taken  up  on  returns  by  the  ofBcera  giving 
receipts,  and  disposed  of  ia  accordance  vrith  existing  regulations. 

Ill  Fersfms  hating  cotUm,  or  otha-  produce  vol  reqtdral  by  the  army, 
will  be  allowed  b>  bring  the  same  to  any  ntUitanj  post  wUkin  ihe  Stale  of 
Missks^pi,  and  abandon  it  to  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  at 
8^d  post,  to  be  disposed  of  in  accordance  witli  such  regulations  aa  the 
Secretary  of  tlje  Treasury  may  establish.  At  posts  where  there  is  no 
sneb  ageat,  the  post  quartermaster  will  receive  ah  such  property,  and, 
at  the  option  of  the  owner,  hold  it  till  the  arrival  of  the  agent,  or  send 
it  to  Memphis,  directed  to  Captain  A.  R.  Eddy,  Acting  Quartermaster, 
who  will  turn  it  over  t^  the  properly  authorized  agent  at  that  place. 

rv.  Within  the  county  of  Warren,  laid  waste  by  the  long  presence 
of  contending  armies,  tlie  fohowii^  rules,  to  prevent  aufferitig,  will  be 
obserred : 

Major-Glenerd  Sherman,  commanding  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and 
Major-Qeneral  MoPherson,  commandite  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
will  each  designate  a  cammissary  of  subsist^ce,  leho  wili  isstie  orficfcs  of 
prime  necessity  to  all  destitute  families  citing  for  them,  under  aueh  reattio- 
tions  for  the  protection  of  the  Government  as  they  may  deem  neceaaary. 
thmiUes  who  are  oNe  to  pay  /or  the  j/rasisions  drtaon,  will  in  oli  cases  be 
required  to  dc  so. 

V.  Conduct  disgraceful  to  the  American  name  has  been  frequently  re- 
ported to  the  Major-General  commanding,  particularly  on  the  part  of 
portions  of  the  cavalry.  Hereafter,  if  the  guilly  parties  cannot  be  readied, 
the  commandos  of  regiments  and  detackmeats  viill  be  held  responsible,  and 
those  who  prove  themselves  unequal  to  the  task  of  preserving  discipline 
in  their  commands,  will  be  promptly  reported  to  the  War  Department 
for  "  muster  out."  Summary  punishmeni  mast  he  injiieted  upon  oS.  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  apprehended  in  ads  of  vioience  or  Uaakssness. 

By  order  of  Major-GeneraJ  U.  S.  GaAirr. 

T.  S.  BowEES,  Acting  A.  A.-Q. 

The  negrSes  in  the  Department  having  all  become  free 
by  Tirtue  of  President  Lincoln's  ptoolamation,  and  the  oo- 
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cupation  of  the  country  by  the  XTnited  States  authorities, 
General  Grant  issued  the  following  order  for  the  care  and 
disposition  of  such  ag  were  without  protection  or  employ- 


Head-Quastebs,  Depaktmekt  of  the  Tbnnbsseb,  ) 
ViCKSBDKG,  Miss.,  A-ugust  10,  1863.  J" 

[General  Orders,  No.  Bl.] 

I.  At  all  military  posts  in  States  within  this  department,  whero 
sluvorj  has  been  alxiliaheii  hy  the  proclamation  of  tie  President  of  the 
United  States,  camps  wili  fie  estahlislisd  for  sihA  frsetl  peopU  of  color  as 
are  o«!  of  employment. 

II.  Commandera  of  posts  or  districts  will  detail  suitable  officers  from 
the  army  as  Superintendents  of  such  camps.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  anch 
Superintendents  to  see  that  suitable  rations  are  drawn  from  the  Sub- 
siateooe  Department  for  such  people  as  are  confided  to  their  care. 

III.  All  racft  persons  mipported  by  the  Government  viiU  be  employed  m 
every  practicable  way  so  as  to  avoid,  ae  far  as  possible,  (Aeir  becoming  a 
burden  upon  the  Goveramenl.  They  may  be  hired  to  planters  or  other 
dtizens,  on  proper  assurance  that  the  negroes  so  hired  ivill  not  be  run 
off  beyond  the  military  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  ;  they  roay  be 
employed  on  any  public  works,  in  gathering  crops  from  abandoned  plan- 
tations, and  generally  in  any  manner  local  commanders  may  deem  for 
the  beat  interests  of  the  GoTernment,  in  compliance  with  law  and  lie 
policy  of  the  Administration. 

IV.  It  will  he  the  duty  of  the  proyost-marshal  at  every  military 
post,  l«  see  that  every  negro  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  military  au- 
thority is  employed  by  some  whito  person,  or  is  sent  to  liie  camps  pro- 
vided for  freed  people. 

T.  Citizens  may  make  conlracts  tiHih  freed  persons  of  color  for  their  la- 
bor,  giving  wages  per  month  in  money,  or  employ  families  of  them  by  tlis 
year  on  plantations,  ifce.,  feedmg,  clothing,  amd  stipporting  the  infirm  as 
wen  as  able-bodied,  and  giving  a  portion,  not  less  Sum  one-lwenfiefh  of 
the  commerdai  part  of  their  crops,  in  payment  for  saeh  serviees. 

VI,  Where  negroes  are  employed  under  this  aathority,  the  parlies  employ- 
ing wffl  register  with  the  provost-marshal  their  names,  ocaqiatioa,  and  resi- 
deuce,  and  the  number  of  negroes  so  employed.  They  vriU  enter  into  sucA 
bonds  OS  the  provost-mxtrahol,  with  the  approval  of  the  tocalcommander,  may 
require,  far  the  kind  treatment  and  proper  care  of  those  employtd,  and  as  »e- 
curity  againft  their  being  carried  beyond  the  employe's  jarisdiotion. 
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VH.  Kotiiing  of  this  order  ia  to  b«  construed  to  euibarrass  tta  em- 
pioymcnt  of  such  colored  persona  as  may  be  required  by  the  Royem- 

Majot-General  U.  S.  Geant. 


Having  thus  secured  his  department  against  every  im- 
portant contingeiicy,  and  having  made  provisiori  for  minor 
matters  that  did  not  require  his  personal  Buperinten deuce, 
General  Grant  devoted  a  little  time  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  the  more  distant  districts  under  his  command, 
leaving  General  McPherson,  who  had  been  appointed  com- 
mander of  the  District  of  Vicksburg,  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  orders  in  that  immediate  neighborhood. 
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CHAPTER  XLV. 

VISIT  TO  MEMPHIS  AND  NEW    OKLEAHS. 

Os  the  25tli  of  Anguet,  1863,  General  Grant  arrived  at 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  he  was  received  with  great  honor 
by  the  inhabitanta  of  that  city,  although  it  was  late  in  the 
evening  before  he  arrived. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning  a  committee  of  citizens 
waited  upon  the  General  to  tender  him  the  hospitalities 
of  the  city  and  to  present  to  him  a  series  of  resolutions 
passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  residents  of  Memphis  held  on 
the  day  of  his  arrival.  At  the  close  of  the  address  an  invi- 
tation was  proffered  to  General  Grant  to  be  present  at  a 
dinner  to  be  given  in  his  honor  that  evening.  The  General 
received  the  committee  cordially,  bat  without  further  words 
than  the  thanking  of  the  gentlemen,  and  through  them  the 
citizens  of  Memphis,  for  the  great  courtesy  conferred  upon 
him.  After  these  ceremonious  proceedings,  an  interview 
took  place  as  to  the  moat  desirable  time  for  the  entertain- 
ment. The  General  signifying  his  satisfaction,  nine  o'clock 
was  appointed.  The  committee  then  withdrew,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  business  of  preparation. 

The  festival  and  reception  was  on  a  grand  scale,  and  is 
thus  described  by  one  who  was  present: 

At  precisely  nine  o'clock  the  band  struck  up  one  of  the  national  airs, 
the  doors  of  the  receplion-rocm  flew  open,  and  General  Grant  made  hia 
appearance.  There  was  a  great  rash  on  the  part  of  the  enthusiastic  and 
impatient  to  grasp  the  hero's  hand.  Ad  hour,  at  least,  though  it  seemed 
leas,  was  thus  consumed  in  hand-shaking  and  congratulatvona.     After 
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the  lapse  of  this  time  the  band  again  sect  forth  its  melodj  in  the  shape 
of  a  march.  The  whole  aaseiablage  then  formed  in  two  ranks,  headed 
h7  General  Grant  This  being  done,  the  entire  party  marched  into  the 
dining-room,  made  the  complete  round  of  the  tables,  examining  the 
preparationa,  and  then  seated  themaolves.  As  would  be  espected,  no 
sooner  bad  each  individual  fastened  himself  to  his  seat,  than  comraenood 
a  grand,  simultaneous  and  destructive  assault  upon  the  various  dishea 
before  him.  Under  the  withering  gastronomic  ahilities  of  the  assem- 
blage the  victory  was  complete,  and  wound  up  by  the  total  wreck  and 
dissipation  of  the  scene  which,  buta  few  moments  before,  shone  refulgent 
in  all  ita  beauty.  There  suddenly  appeared  a  masked  battery  of  cham- 
pagne on  our  rear,  wbieb  opened  upon  the  guests  a  rigorous  champagne 
cannonade.  Soon  the  engagement  became  general,  and,  like  all  general 
engagements,  everybody  did  pretty  much  as  he  pleased,  so  that  he  kept 
in  the  ranks  and  did  not  shirlc,  or  leave  Uie  field. 

Next  followed  the  regular  toasts  of  the  evening. 

The  assemblage  being  calied  to  order,  the  diairman  arose  and  stated 
the  fact. 

The  toasts  were  then  read. 

"  The  United  States  of  America — They  have  a 
government.     May  tliey  have  one  grand  destiny  while  human  in 
endure."     Hespondod  to  by  Hon.  Chaa.  Kortrecht. 

"  The  Army  and  Navy — Their  deeds  and  heroism  in  this  war  will  bs 
the  noble  theme  of  poet  and  hiatorian  in  all  futi  .re  time."  Responded  to 
by  Adjutant-General  Lorenzo  Thomas. 

"  General  Grant — the  guest  of  the  city," 

This  was  the  s^naJ  for  tbe  wildest  applause,  and  it  was  some  minutes 
before  order  could  be  restored.  It  was  eipectod  that  General  Grant  would 
bo  brought  to  his  feet  by  this ;  but  the  company  were  dissapointed  upon 
perceiving  that  instead  his  place  was  taken  by  bis  staff-aurgeon,  Dr. 
Hewitt,  who  remarked : 

"  I  am  instructed  by  General  Grant  to  say  that,  as  he  has  never  been 
given  to  public  speaking,  you  will  have  to  eiouao  him  on  this  ocaaion, 
and,  as  I  am  tbe  only  member  of  liis  staff  present,  I  therefore  feel  it  my 
duty  to  thank  you  for  this  raanifeatation  of  your  good-will,  as  also  tlie 
numerous  other  kindnesses  of  which  he  baa  been  the  recipient  ever  siuoo 
his  arrival  among  yoa.  General  Grant  believes  that  in  alt  he  has  done  he 
Ims  no  more  than  accomplished  a  duly,  and  one,  loo,  for  wkieh  no  particular 
h(raor  is  due.     But  the  world,  as  you  do,  will  accord  otherwise." 

The  Doctor  thenjiroposed,  at  General  Grant's  request — 
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"  Tho  officers  of  the  different  Blaffs,  and  fhe  non-commUaonad  officers 
sjid  privotea  of  the  Army  of  tlie  Teanesaee," 

"  Tha  Federal  Union — it  must  and  will  be  preserved."  Responded 
to  by  Major-General  S.  A.  Hurlbut. 

"Tlie  Old  Flag — May  its  eitingiiisiiod  stars,  rekindled  by  the  sacred 
flame  of  human  liberty,  continue  to  shine  forever  uadiminished  in  num- 
ber, and  undimmed  in  splendor."     Brigadier-General  Veaich, 

"The  President  of  the  United  States— He  must  ba  sustained,"  Colo- 
nel J.  W.  Fuller. 

The  Star-Spangled  Banner  waa  here  sung,  the  whole  party  joining  In 
the  cborua. 

"The  Loyal  Hen  of  Tennessee — Their  devotion  to  the  Union,  the 
cause  of  rypublieaa  government  and  constitutional  liberty  is  lilte  gold 
tried  seven  times  by  Sre."    Mr,  J.  M.  Tomeny.* 


e  read  the  following  lines  eompoBed  in  honor  of  Gen- 


DE  SOTO,  FULTON,  GRANT. 
The  daring  Spaniard,  when  his  eyes  belield, 
For  the  first  time,  yon  noble  river  roll. 
And  sparkle  in  iJie  sunbemns,  as  it  Irore 
Its  mighty  current  onward  to  the  sea. 
Fell  upon  bended  knee  and  worshipped  God 
Aloud,  for  that  his  painful  task  was  done, 
The  secret  of  the  ages  he  had  solved— 
The  Mississippi,  sire  of  Hoods,  stood  forth, 
Embanked  in  verdure,  bordered  by  a  soil 
Richer  than  Egypt's  Delta. 

Science  and  commerce  winged  their  pinions  there, 
And  wrote  his  name,  De  Soto,  on  their  Bcrolls. 


Ages  rolled  by,  the  tawny  savage  fled — 

The  white  man  lauticbed  his  boat  upon  the  flood, 

The  forest  fell,  tho  fertile  soil  gave  back 

Unto  the  sower's  hand  a  hundred-fold: 

Then  rose  the  genius  Fulton,  and  he  taught 

To  stem  the  uneonquered  flood,  to  push  tho  weigW 

Of  mightiest  keels  against  the  heaving  maas, 

That  untold  centuries  had  crowned  with  power, 

He  sent  his  messengers  in  smoke  and  tlame 

Up  t«  tlie  Mississippi's  very  fount; 

And  by  tke  Spaniaiil's  name  ho  wrote  his  owil — 

Fultoo,  Ihe  nation's  benefactor. 
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The  remainder  of  the  toasts  were  of  a  local  character,  with  &e  oi- 
ception  of  the  closing  one,  wliich  waa  as  fuUowa  : 

"  General  Grant — Your  Grant  and  my  Grant.  Having  granted  us 
viotorieB,  grant  us  the  restoration  of  the  "Old  Flag;"  grant  us  supplies^ 
io  that  \va  maj  grant  to  our  friends  the  grant  to  us." 

The  festiTitiea  were  Itept  up  uniiil  near  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
when  General  Grant  withdrew  from  the  room. 


Ton  sire  of  floods  was  the  great  bond  that  jittned 
These  waters  into  one :  his  bosom  bore 
In  precious  freightage  all  that  Nature  yields 
From  farthest  North  down  to  a  torrid  clime ; 
Its  channel  was  t!ie  highway  of  the  West : 
Sdence  had  made  his  heaving  mass  her  own ; 
Pleasure  danced  rerelry  upon  its  floods ; 
Beauty  and  love  dwelt  by  him  all  secure ; 
Fraternal  hands  joined  hands  along  his  banks ; 
His  very  .waters  made  us  all  akin. 

Then  spoke  an  enemy — and  on  his  banks 

Armed  men  appeared,  and  cannon-shot  proelairaed 

The  Mississippi  dosed — that  mighty  stream 

Found  by  De  Soto,  and  by  I'ulton  won  t 

One  thought  to  cluiin  him  I  ignominious  thought  I 

But  then  the  grand  old  monarch  shook  his  looks 

AnS  burst  his  fetters  like  a  Samson  freed  I 

The  heights  were  crowned  with  ramparts  sheltering  tt 

"Whose  treason  knew  no  bounds :  the  frowning  fcffts 

Belched  lightnings,  and  the  morning  guo 

A  thousand  miles  tiAd  mournfully  the  tale. 

The  Mississippi  dosed. 

Not  long ;  frcaa  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts  was  sent 
A  leader  who  with  patient  Tipl  planned 
A  great  deliverance ;  height  by  height  was  gained, 
Island  and  hill  and  woody  bank  and  elilf. 
Month  followed  monlh,  till  on  our  natal  day 
The  last  great  barrier  fell,  and  never  more 
The  sire  of  waters  abail  obstruction  knowl 
Sinii  mth  De  Soto's  name,  and  Fidian's,  see 
The  greater  name  of  GrantI 

Oar  chS^ett's  children,  nobie  Grant,  shall  sing 
Thai  greuiddiverance!    On  the  floods  of  spring 
Thy  name  shall  sparkle,  smiling  commerce  tell 
Thy  great  achievement  which  restores  the  ftiain, 
Never  again  to  break, which  makes  us  one. 
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After  the  conclusion  of  the  eTflning  entertainment  General  Grant  im- 
mediately left  for  tlie  steamer  City  of  Alton,  which  was  lying  at  the 
wharf,  and  took  his  departure  at  once  for  Violisl:>urg. 

Before  leaving  the  city  General  Grant  forwarded  to  the  Comnlitto*  of 
the  People  the  following  letter; 

Memphis,  Tensesseb,  Attgust  26,  18G3. 
Gbntlbiibn: — I  reeeived  a  copy  of  the  reaolations  jrassed  by  the 
'■  loyal  citizens  of  Memphja  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  rooma  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  August  25lh,  1363,"  tendering  me  a  public  reception, 
la  acceptli^  this  testimonial,  which  I  do  at  a  great  satriflce  of  my 
personal  feelings,  I  eimply  desire  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  first  public 
exhibition  in  Memphis  of  loyalty  to  the  government  which  I  represent 
in  the  Department  of  the  Tennessee,  I  should  dislike  to  refuse,  for 
considerations  of  personal  convenience,  to  aclinowledge,  anywhere  or 
in  any  form,  the  esistenoe  of  sentiments  which  I  have  so  long  and  so 
ardently  desired  to  see  manifested  in  ibis  department.  The  atabihty  of 
this  gorermnent  and  the  unity  of  this  nation  depend  solely  on  the  cor- 
dial  support  and  the  earnest  loyalty  of  the  people.  While,  therefore,  I 
tlianlc  yon  sincerely  for  the  kind  expressions  you  have  used  toward  my- 
self, I  am  profoundly  gratifled  at  this  public  recognition,  in  the  city  of  Mem- 
phis, of  the  power  and  authority  of  the  government  of  the  UnitedStates. 
I  thank  you,  too,  in  the  name  of  the  noble  army  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  command.  It  is  composed  of  men  whose  loyalty  is  proved  by 
theirdeeds  of  heroism  and  thoir  willing  sacrifices  of  life  and  health. 
They  will  rejoice  with  me  that  the  miserable  adherents  of  the  rebellion, 
whom  their  bayonets  have  driven  from  this  fair  land,  are  being  replaced 
by  men  who  acknowledge  human  Uberty  as  the  only  true  foundation 
of  human  government.  May  your  efforts  to  restore  your  city  to  the 
cause  of  the  Union  be  as  successful  as  have  been  theirs  to  reclaim  it 
from  the  despotic  rule  of  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  gentlemen,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

XJ.  S.  Grant,  Major- General. 

Messrs.  R.  HoDQU  and  others,  Committee,  Memphis. 

The  affair  of  all  sides  was  a  triumphant  success.    The  hospitality  of 

Merapliis,  tlie  liberality  of  its  citizens,  and  the  unmiataliable  evidences 

of  their  loyalty,  so  enthusiastically  set  forth,  will,  beyond  all  doubt,  bo 

chetislied  by  General  Grant  as  one  of  the  happiest  recoheotions  of  Mb 


•  Sem  York  Rerald's  Memphis  correspondence. 
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General  Grant  did  not  long  remain  at  Vicksburg,  but 
proceeded  down  the  river  to  inspect  the  posts  at  Natchez 
and  other  points  of  his  department,  after  which  he  paid  a 
visit  to  General  Banks  at  New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  up  trade  between  that  city  and  the  North.  Gene- 
ral Grant  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  23  of  September, 
within  one  week  from  the  time  be  left  Memphis,  and  the 
next  day  it  was  announced  that  the  trade  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  with  Cairo,  St.  Louis,  and  the  cities  and  towns 
of  the  Upper  Mi^issippi,  the  Missouri  and  Ohio  rivers,  was 
declared  free  from  any  military  restriction  whatever.  The 
trade  of  the  Mississippi  at  intermediate  points  within  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf  was  held  subject  only  to  such  limi- 
tations as  might  prove  necessary  to  prevent  the  supply  of 
provisions  and  munitions  of  war  to  the  enemies  of  the 
country. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  September  1863,  General 
Grant  held  a  grand  review  of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps, 
which  had  been  under  hia  command  at  Vicfesbnrg,  but  was 
afterwards  transferred  to  that  of  General  Banks,  A  coitc- 
spondent  thus  described  the  appearance  of  General  Grant  as 
he  moved  fi-om  his  hotel  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  most 
prominent  part  in  the  review  : — 

"  General  Batiks,  accompanied  by  a  numerous  stat^  was 
at  the  St.  Charles  Hotel  as  early  as  eight  o'clock,  and  at  nine 
o'clock  both  generals  left  for  Carrolton,  where  the  review 
took  place.  The  street  was  crowded  to  witness  the  depart- 
ure of  these  officers,  all  present  being  desirous  of  seeing 
General  Grant.  He  was  in  undress  uniform,  without 
sword,  sash,  or  belt;  coat  unbuttoned,  a  low-crowned 
black  felt  hat,  without  any  mark  upon  it  of  military 
rank  ;  a  pair  of  kid  gloves,  and  a  cigar  in  his  m<mih. 
It  must  be  known,  however,  that  he  is  never  without  the 
latter  esct'irt  when  asleep." 
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During  the  review,  General  Grant,  although  a  good 
borsemaii,  being  mounted  on  a  strange  horse,  was  sud- 
denly thrown  from  his  seat,  and  severely  injui-ed.  At 
this  particular  time  the  mishap  was  of  serions  conse- 
qnenoe  with  regard  to  the  campaigns  in  the  Southwest, 
as  may  be  judged  from  the  annual  report  of  the  General- 
in-Chirf. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extract  from  that  docn- 
raent,  that  it  was  intended  that  General  Grant  should  have 
taken  command,  in  September,  1863,  of  the  Union  forces 
moving  towards  Korthwestern  Georgia ;  but  in  conse- 
quence of  his  accident  he  was  prevented  from  so  doing. 

As  three  separate  armies — those  of  the  Ohio,  CnmlierlaDd,  and  Ter- 
nosaeo — were  now  to  operata  in  iho  same  fieiii,  it  seemed  necessary  to 
hare  a  single  commander,  in  order  to  secure  a  more  perfect  co-operation 
than  had  been  obtained  wiUl  the  separate  commands  of  Barnside  and 
Eoseorana.  General  Grant,  by  his  diatlngmshed  services  aad  mxpenDr  r&nk 
to  all  the  other  generals  in  the  Wast,  seemed  entitled  to  this  general 
command.  But,  unfortunately,  he  waa  at  this  time  in  New  Orleans,  un- 
able to  take  the  field.  Moreover,  there  waa  do  telegraphic commimica- 
tion  withhim,  andtho  dispatches  of  September  1 3Hi,  directed  to  him  and 
General  Sherman,  did  not  reach  them  nntil  some  days  after  their  dates, 
thus  delaying  the  movement  of  General  Grant's  forcea  from  Vickabnrg. 
General  Hurlbut,  however,  liad  moved  the  troops  of  his  own  corps,  then 
in  West  Tennessee,  with  commendable  promptness.  These  ivere  to  be 
replaced  hy  re -enforcements  from  Steele  s  Corps  in  Arkansas,  which  also 
formed  part  of  General  Grant's  army      H    n  tl     g  from  General 

Grant  or  General  Sherman's  Corps  at  T  k  b  g  t  waa  determined  on 
the  23d  to  detach  the  Eleventh  and  Tw  Ifth  C  p  f  ra  the  Army  ol 
the  Potomac,  and  send  them  by  ra  1  ucd  0  mmand  of  General 
Hooker,  to  protect  General  Rosecra         1  f      mmunication  from 

Bridgeport  to  Nashville.  It  was  know  tl  t  th  tro  ps  could  not  go 
immediately  to  the  front.    To  send  m  to  (h  ttanooga,  when 

those  already  there  could  not  bo  fully  ppl  d  w  Id  ly  increase  the 
eiDbarrasament,  and  probably  cause  tl  t         f  that  place.    In 

other  words,  Hooker's  command  waa  mp  1  perf  ming  the  duties 
previously  assigned  to  the  re-enforcem     t       d      d  fr  m  Grant's  army. 
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General  Grant's  injuries  were  of  such  a  serious  nature 
that  it  was  feared  he  would  never  be  able  to  talse  the 
field  again.  He  was  carried  from  Carrolton  on  a  litter  to 
the  steaKier  "Franklin,"  which  took  him  up  the  river; 
liis  breastbone  was  said  to  have  been  crushed,  three  ribs 
broken,  and  one  side  paralyzed ;  and  bis  brain  was  thoaght 
to  be  affected  from  the  concussion  ofthefall  from  his  horse. 
Fortunately,  for  the  country,  by  the  aid  of  a  good  surgeon, 
he  was  enabled  after  over  a  month's  illness  to  take  the  posi- 
tion destined  for  him,  as  Chief  Commander  in  the  West, 


d^vGoogle 


I   HIS  CAMPAIGNS. 


CHAPTER  XLVI. 

AN  ENLARGED   COMMAND. — MILITAKT  DIVISION  OF  THE 
MISSISSIPPI. 

General  Grant,  as  soou  as  he  was  able  to  move,begaa 
his  voyage  up  the  Mississippi  River,  agreeably  to  the 
orders  from  Washington.  On  his  road  he  stopped  at  the 
principal  depflts  of  his  troops  along  the  Mississippi,  and  ar- 
ranged for  their  departure  eastward,  at  such  proper  times  . 
as  woald  enable  them  to  form  a  combination  with  the  forces 
at  Chattanooga. 

While  at  Vickeburg,  General  Gi'ant  was  determined  that 
bis  men  should  be  paid,  and  issued  an  order  to  that  effect. 
It  was  also  necessary  for  him  to  make  a  tariff  of  rates  to 
prevent  impositions  being  practised  upon  the  war-ruined 
people  of  the  Southwest,  The  exorbitant  prices  of  pas- 
sage on  the  Mississippi  River  called  forth  from  department 
head-quarters  the  last  paragraph  of  the  following  order  in 
relation  to  river  matters  : 

HEAD-QnARTEHS,   DePABTMENT  OF  THE  TEKNESiSBB,  ) 

ViuKSBiTRQ,  Miss.,  Sqil^mba;  29,  1863.  f 

[GsYieral  Orders,  No.  o9.] 

I.  AE  enlisted  mon  on  dntaclied  service,  in  army  corps  otber  than  Oiat 
in  whidi  their  reglmentg,  detachcoenta,  or  companies  arc  serving,  ejtoept 
tliose  detailed  by  orders  from  department  head-quart«rs,  as  nurses  in 
general  hospitals  and  hospital  steamers,  and  clerks  in  staff  departmenta, 
are  lioreby  relieved  from  such  detached  service,  and  will  report  to  their 
respective  commands  for  duty. 

Army  Corps  commanders  will  see  that  this  order  is  carried  into  im- 
mediate execution.    . 

n.  Company  and  regimental  commamicra  will  furnish  to  the  officer  in 
eiiarge  of  men  of  their  respecUve  commands,  absent  in  hospitals  or  at 
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parole  camps,  proper  desoriptive  lists  and  accounts  of  pay  and  clotliin^, 
io  enaile  Stem  io  dravi  their'  pay.  Suoli  descriplive  lists  must  oontaia  tho 
name,  rank,  description,  where  born,  ooeupacioii,  when,  where,  and  by 
Whom  enrolled  or  enlisted,  when,  where,  by  whom,  and  for  what  period 
mustered,  by  what  paymaster,  and  to  what  time  last  paid,  tlie  bounty 
paid  and  amount  still  due,  and  the  amount  due,  to  or  from  liira,  fo'  doth- 
ing,  with  the  proper  remarlts  showing  his  military  history,  etc.  Descrip- 
tive lists  showing  less  than  this  are  ralueless.  Ilereaftsr  no  enlisiedmaa 
tvUl  bi  seat  from  his  ampany  or  regimeat  leillwut  suck  descriptive  list  as  i3 
Jterein  rcqaired  being  furnished  to  the  proper  ofiaer  in,  charge,  aad  aay  neg- 
lect to  compJy  wiSi  ihae  order  wiB  subject  the  oj/eada-  to  trial  by  cowl-mar- 
Uid  aM  disraissoi  from  the  service. 

RvMlethe  diOy  ofaU  officere  of  the  Inspector-GeTteraTs  D^artntail  to 
properly  inspect  and  report  asty  neglect  of  duty  ia  this  particular.* 

IIL  Army  Corps  commanders  will  announce  in  general  orders  the 
aelji^  asastant  inspectors-general  of  districts,  di^isiona,  and  brigades 
within  their  respective  corps,  and  will  authorize  them  to  make  inspec- 
tions and  recommend  the  disposal  of  unserviceable  property,  in  accor- 
dance with  army  regulations  and  orders- 

So  much  of  paragraph  third  of  General  Orders,  No.  30,  current  series, 
Irom  these  head-quarters,  as  requires  the  acting  assistant  inspectors- 
general  of  districts,  divisions,  and  brigades,  to  report  direct  to  the  Assists 
ant  Inspoctor-Genetal  at  department  head-qnarters,  is  tevoked,  and  all 
reports  required  by  array  regulations  and  osisting  orders  will  be  for- 
warded through  the  proper  military  channels. 

IV.  So  much  of  General  Orders,  No.  49,  current  series,  from  these 
head.quarters,  as  establishes  the  rates  of  transportation  and  subsistence 
of  commissioned  officers  trarellmg  on  steamboats  within  this  depart- 
ment, is  hereby  revoked,  and  in  lieu  thereof  is  substituted  the  rates  of 
militajy  transportation  and  subastence  estabUshed  by  Colonel  Lewis  B. 
Parsons,  Assistant-Quartermaster  and  GenenU  Superintendent  of  Trans- 
portation at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Ai.gust  lat,  ISfiS,  viz. : 

Cairo  to  Columbus S*    Vicksburg $!0 

Memphis 10    Port  Hudson 18 

Helena 12    New  Orieans 20 
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And  to  or  from  all  intermodiaw  points  at  like  rates  in  proportion  to 
diatanoe  transported. 

Enliated  men  will  be  entitled  to  tra¥el  as  cabin  passengers,  when  they 
desire  it,  atjame  rates. 

By  order  of  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant. 

John  A.  Riwuss,  SiriQ.-Gen.  and  A.  A.-G. 

General  Grant,  before  he  left  the  Department  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, regulated  the  military  civic  jurisdiction  over  the 
conquered  region  around  Vicksburg. 

The  administration  of  the  city  was  excellent,  and  the 
numerous  secessionists  still  remaining  there  were  kept 
strictly  on  their  good  behavior  in  dread  of  "  exile,"  as  they 
considered  the  operation  of  sending  them  to  their  friends 
■within  the  rebel  linos.  The  following  officers  composed 
the  administration  : — District  Commander,  Major-General 
James  B.  McPbersoo  ;  Post  Commander,  Major-Gen eral 
John  A.  Logan  ;  District  Provost-Marshal,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel James  Wilson;  Post  Provost-Marsha],  Lieutenant. 
Colonel  Waddell,  As  a  reward  for  special  braveiy  Genei'al 
Grant  instituted  the  "  Insignia  of  Honor"  foi-  the  Seven- 
teenth Corps.  The  design  of  tlie  medals  was  a  blending 
of  the  crescent,  a  star  and  a  shield ;  the  base  being  formed 
of  the  crescent,  to  the  two  extremities  of  which  was  fixed 
the  star,  while  pendant  frora  its  lower  point  was  suspended 
a  shield.  L^pon  the  crescent  the  words  "Vicksburg,  July 
4,  1863."  The  object  in  the  presentation  of  these  badges 
was  to  reward  the  meritorious  members  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Corps  for  conspicuous  valor  on  the  field  of  battle  or 
endurance  in  the  march.  This  famous  corps  since  its 
organization  had  been  foremost  in  duty  and  deeds  of  glory 
throughout  the  entire  campaign  against  Vicksburg,  and 
no  bett^i-  method  could  have  been  adopted  to  continne  in 
the  future  the  same  excellent  spiiit  of  emulation  for  which 
it  has  always  been  celebrated,  both  on  the  part  of  officers 
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The  following  General  Order  was  issued  by  the  Corps 
commander,  at  the  instigation  of  General  Grant,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  distiibution  of  these  badges : 

Head-Quartuks,  Sbventbenth  Army  Corps,  J 

DEPAafMEKT  OF  THE  TEHKBSSEE,  J- 

ViOESBURO,  MISB.,  Ocl.  2,  1363,       J 
[General  Orders,  M.  30.] 

I.  In  order  to  encourage  and  reward  the  meritorious  and  faithful 
officers  and  men  of  tliis  corps,  a  "  Medal  of  Honor,"  wiib  appropriate 
device,  lias  been  prepared,  and  will  bepresentedby  a  "Board  of  Honor," 
of  wliich  the  Major-Qeneral  commajidiDg  is  the  advisory  member,  to  all 
those  who,  by  their  gallantry  in  action  and  other  soldieriilce  qualities, 
have  most  distinguished  themselves,  or  who  may  hereafter  most  dis- 
tii^uish  themselTes,  during  the  war. 

II.  Tiie  following  otEcers  will  constitute  the  "  Board  of  Honor"  here- 
by appointed: 

Major-General  John  A.  LogMi,  oommandiiig  Third  Division. 

Br^fadier-General  John  McArtbur,  commandir^  First  Dirision. 

Brigadier-General  John  B.  Smith,  commandiog  Second  Divisioa 

Brigadier- General  M.  M.  Crocker,  commanding  Fourth  Division. 

Brigadier-General  T.  E.  G.  Eaosom,  commanding  Second  Brigade, 
First  Division. 

Brigadier-General  M.  M.  Force,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Third 
DiTision. 

Brigadier-General  W.  Q.  Greshara,  oommandii^  Third  Brigade, 
Fourth  Division. 

Brigadier-General  Alei.  Cliambera,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  First 
Division. 

Colonel  Gabriel  Boudt,  Eighteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  M.  Povi-ell,  Chief  of  Artihery. 

III.  Company  commanders  will  forward  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
their  regiment  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
men  of  their  command  whom  they  deem  entitled  to  receive  the  "  med- 
.11,"  accompanied  by  a  full  and  complete  statement  of  facts  to  guide  the 
"Board"  in  their  award.  These  lists  wiU  be  revised  by  tlie  regimental 
commander,  who  wiU  forivard  them,  with  his  remarks,  to  the  command, 
ing  officer  of  tlie  br^ade. 

IV.  Regimental  commanders  will  send  similar  lists  of  those  officers 
of  Uioir  command  whom  they  believe  entitled  to  Hie  -medal,"  to  the 
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brigade  commander,  who,  after  revismg  Uio  wtole,  will  Bend  them  di- 
rect to  the  President  of  the  "Board," 

T.  The  "Board  of  Honor'i  will  ba  convened  upon  the  order  of  the 
PreBident,  at  such  times  and  places  as  he  may  direct,  and  they  are  em- 
powered to  mako  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  tiie  attainment 
of  the  object  of  this  order — the  just  and  impartial  award  to  the  most 
deaerving  of  the  "  Medal  of  Honor," 

By  order  of  Major-Scneral  Ja3.  B,  McPeeesok. 

W.  1.  Claek,  A-A.-G. 


After  the  repulse  of  the  forces  at  Chickamauga  in  front 
of  Chattanooga,  important  morements  of  troops  com- 
menced from  General  Grant's  department  toward  that 
place.  All  of  General  Sherman's  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
excepting  General  Tuttle'a  Division,  was  transported  from 
Vicksburg  to  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston 
Railroad,  On  Saturday,  October  10th,  General  Oster- 
ha\is'e  .Division  entered  luk^  No  considerable  body  of 
rebels  were  encountered  anywhere  on  the  march  between 
luka  and  Corinth.  The  rebel  caralry  were  seen  hovering 
on  the  Union  flank  and  front  continually,  although  they 
gave  but  httle  trouble  or  uneasiness.  A  reconnoissance' 
was  made  on  October  11th  by  two  regiments  of  infantry, 
a  fiecfjon  of  artillery,  and  one  company  of  cavalry,  and  re- 
vealed a  battahon  of  cavalry  at  the  crossing  of  Bear  Creek, 
five  miles  east  of  luka. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  was  known  by  the  rebels  that  Gene- 
ral Sherman  was  at  Memphis,  and  intended  to  pass  over 
the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad  to  Chattanooga.  A 
body  of  rebel  cavalry  and  infantry  therefore  concentrated 
at  Wyeth,  a  small  village  on  the  Tallahatchie,  where  were 
located  the  head-qnarters  of  Colonel  Chalmers,  This  force 
was  further  increased  by  the  addition  of  a  number  of  con- 
scripts. Having  thus  gathered  all  the  numbers  they  could 
in  the  country,  Chalmers  found  himself  at  the  head  of 
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al>out  four  thousand  men  of  all  kinds  and  five  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. With  this  command  he  moved  north,  and  on  tbe 
morning  of  October  11th  made  his  appeai'anue  upon  the 
railroad,  several  miles  beyond  Coliiersville.  The  regular 
passenger  train,  though  iu  liis  power,  the  enemy  allowed 
to  pass,  but  as  soon  as  that  had  run  fey,  working  parties 
were  thrown  upon  the  tiack,  which  was  torn  up  in  several 
places  and  the  ties  stacked  upon  the  road  and  fired.  These 
fires  proved  a  fortunate  circumstance,  aa,  soon  after,  General 
Sherman  and  staff,  accompanied  by  his  body  guard,  a  bat- 
talion of  the  Thirteenth  Regulars,  approached  tbe  place  on 
an  extra  train.  Discovering  the  fii'es,  the  troops  on  board 
prepared  for  an  attack,  though  they  did  not  disembark, 
and  the  entire  party  ran  up  to  the  station.  As  they  were 
passing  a  certain  point,  as  was  expected,  the  enemy  fired 
upon  the  train,  particularly  into  the  passenger  car,  wound- 
ing several  persons.  Having  run  up  to  the  stockade,  the 
enemy  closed  in  upon  the  Union  ti'oops,  and  commenced  a 
fire  fi'om  all  directions,  Iu  order  to  cover  the  transit  of  the 
United  States  troops  from  the  train  to  the  stockade,  the 
"regulars  made  a  charge  out  of  the  cars  and  directly  upon 
the  enemy,  who  fied  in  all  directions  in  a  perfect  panic. 
The  entire  force  then  succeeded  in  taking  refuge  within 
the  stockade,  and  acted  entirely  on  the  defensive. 

Before  General  Shej-man  arri^■ed,  the  garrison  bad  en- 
gaged the  enemy  in  a  desperate  confiict,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  appearance  they  had  been  overwhelmed  and  driven 
within  the  foi-tificaiions  of  the  place.  The  fight  continued 
but  a  short  time  after  the  opportune  arrival  of  the  regu- 
lars, though  while  it  did  the  General  took  an  active  part 
among  the  men.  His  presence  had  much  to  do  with  keep- 
ing up  their  spirits. 

The  enemy  soon  exhibited  signs  of  discomfiture.  Imme- 
diately upon  the  receipt  of  information  that  tbe  enemy 
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wae  in  this  neighborhood,  a  strong  body  of  infantry  re- 
enforcements  was  ordered  from  Memphis  to  the  scene  of 
operations.  At  the  same  time  the  cavalry,  encamped  at 
Gerraantown,  were  ordered  to  mount  and  move  ont.  A 
force  also  demonstrated  from  the  east. 

On  October  2Ist,  the  Union  forces  moving  eastward  from 
Corinth  met  witii  resistance  near  Cherokee  Station,  eighty- 
nine  miles  from  Tnacumbia.  General  Osterhaus  was  in 
the  advance,  aod  had  not  moved  far  when  he  encountered 
two  brigades  of  rebel  cavalry,  estimated  at  from  four  to 
six  thousand.  Tlie  fight  lasted  an  hour,  when  the  rebels 
were  defeated. 

General  Sherman,  finding  that  to  advance  along  the  rail- 
road would  only  lead  to  continual  fighting  and  delay,  kept 
a  small  force  moving  by  that  direction,  while  he  marched 
the  main  body  north  of  the  Tennessee  River,  and  thus 
rea«l)ed  Chattanooga  without  any  serious  opposition,  as 
the  rebels  had  concentrated  their  forces  to  resist  his  ad- 
vance by  the  route  south  of  that  stream. 

Meanwhile  General  Grant  moved  up  the  Mississippi 
River  to  Cairo,  and  as  he  did  so,  he  paid  a  short  visit  to  all 
the  militai-y  posts  along  that  river.  He  telegraphed  his 
ariival  at  each  of  these  places  to  the  head-quarters  of  the 
General-in-Chief  at  Washington,  and  the  Seci-etary  of  W^ 
started  to  meet  him  on  the  route.  Wheii  General  Grant 
arrived  at  Indianapolis,  he  found  that  a  telegram  was  there 
awaiting  him  at  the  d6p6t,  requesting  iiim  to  delay  his 
further  journey  until  the  arrival  of  that  cificial.  It  was 
not  long  before  they  met,  and  as  soon  as  tiie  Secretary  of 
War  and  General  Grant  had  passed  the  usual  compliments 
between  gentlemen  on  their  first  personal  acquaintance, 
the  former  handed  the  latter  the  following  order: 
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By  direction  of  tho  Preaidont  of  the  United  States,  the  Departmenta 
of  the  Ohio,  of  the  Cumberland,  and  of  tiie  Tennessee,  will  conatitute 
tie  Military  Diviaion  of  the  Miaaisaippi.  Ilajor-Goneral  U".  8,  Grant, 
United  Stales  army,  is  placed  in  command  of  the  Military  Diviaion  of 
the  Missiasippi,  with  hi9  head-quarters  in  the  field. 

Major-General  W.  S.  Eoseerans,  TJ.  S.  Tols.,  is  relieved  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  Department  and  Army  of  tlie  Cumberland.  Major-General 
G.  H.  Thomas  is  hereby  assigned  to  that  command. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

B.  D,  TowNSEND,  A.  A.-G. 

The  party  then  proceeded,  with  their  special  attendants, 
to  Louisvihe,  where  their  3iii\al  created  intense  excite- 
ment. They  found  a  wondering  crowd  gathered  in  the 
hall  of  the  Gait  House  to  catch  a  ghmpse  of  the  hero  of 
Vicksburg.  Numerous  were  the  exilamations  of  wonder 
ae  General  Grant  maile  his  ajipeiranre.  Theie  seemed  to 
have  been  an  impression  that  the  General  was  above  the 
ordinary  stature  of  men. 

"I  thought  he  was  a  large  man,"  said  a  native.  "He 
would  be  considered  a  small  chance  of  a  fighter  if  be  lived 
in  Kentucky." 

The  medium  sized  frame  of  the  General  formed  a 
strange  contrast  to  the  huge  figures  of  the  Kentuckians 
who  swarmed  to  behold  him. 

During  the  afternoon,  General  Grant  indulged  in  a  ride 
on  horseback  around  the  town.  He  was  still  unable  to 
walk  without  his  cane  and  crutch,  but  managed  to  ride 
quite  well.  Even  then,  in  his  feeble  condition,  it  would 
have  required  a  strong  efibrt  on  the  part  of  a  horse  to 
unseat  Mm, 

The  condition  of  the  region  of  country  over  which 
General  Grant  was  now  to  exercise  superintendence,  was 
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Bueb  as  to  require  immediate  action ;  uni  notwithstand- 
ing hia  crippled  condition,  he  at  once  assumed  his  new 
command,  announcing  the  same  io  the  following  simple 

Head-Qitartees  Militart  Ditision  of  the  Mississippi,  ) 
louiSYlLLB,  Ky.,  OcleUr  13,  1863.  f 

[Cereeni!  Orders,  No.  1.] 

In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  331,  of  date  Wasliiiigtoni 
D.  C,  October  16th,  1863,  tbe  undersigned  hereby  aasumes  command  of 
the  "  Military  Diyision  of  the  Miasiasippi,  embradog  the  departments 
of  the  Ohio,  of  the  Cumberland,  and  of  the  Tennessee." 

The  head-qusrterB  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missiasippi  will  be 
in  the  field,  where  all  reports  and  retams  required  by  army  regulations 
and  existing  orders  will  be  made.  U.  S.  Grant,  Major-  GeneraL 

The  new  command  of  General  Grant  was  one  of  the 
most  stapendoQS  ever  held  by  a  General,  below  the  grade 
of  a  General-in-Chief,  in  this  or  any  other  nation.  It  cov- 
ered a  larger  area  and  controlled  a  greater  number  of 
troops  than  had  previously  been  massed  under  one  man. 
The  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi  embraced  the  cen- 
tral zone  of  operations,  and  the  nature  of  the  territory  be- 
longing thereto  rendered  it  absolutely  essential  that  one 
mind  should  direct  its  movements.  The  necessity  for 
proper  co-operation  alone  made  this  imperative. 

General  Grant  now  had  under  his  directi.on  four  of  the 
largest  armies  in  the  field.  His  own  army,  with  which  he 
won  the  victories  in  and  around  Vicksburg,  and  through- 
out Mississippi ;  the  "  Army  of  the  Cumberland ;"  the 
"  Army  of  the  Ohio,"  and  General  Hooker's  Grand  Divi- 
sion. Under  him  were  a  perfect  galaxy  of  Marshals.  Hie 
army  commanders  were  Generals  Sherman,  Thomas,  Bum- 
side,  and  Hooker,  (General  Foster's  column  was  after- 
wards added.)     His  corps  commanders  were  as  follows : 

The  Fourth  Army  Corps,  General  Granger ;  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  General  Potter ;  the  Eleventh  Array  Corps, 
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General  Howard ;  the  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  General  Slo 
cum ;  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  General  Palmer ;  the 
Fifteenth  Army  Coi-ps,  General  J.  A.  Logan  ;  the  Six- 
teenth Army  Corps,  General  Hurlbnt ;  the  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  General  McPherson  ;  and  the  Twenty-thii'd 
Army  Corps,  General  Jlanson. 

His  division  and  brigade  leadera  were  not  inferior, 
while  the  regiments  were  of  the  best  fighting  material  in 
the  world. 

The  country  embraced  within  the  limits  of  this  new 
command  included  the  States  of  Michigan,  Dhnois,  Indi- 
ana, Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Northern 
Alabama  and  Northwestern  Georgia.  One  glance  at  the 
map  will  therefore  show  what  comprised  General  Gi-ant's 
Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 

The  opposing  forces  were  not  less  grand  in  their  consti- 
tution. General  Bragg's  army  embraced  his  own  veteran 
troops,  and  to  that  army  were  added  Longstreet's  and 
.  Hill's  Corps  from  the  Virginia  rebel  army.  General  Pem- 
berton's  army,  which  were  said  to  be  exchanged,  were 
with  Bragg.  Joe  Johnston  had  a  co-operating  force  of 
80,000  men,  in  addition  to  which  there  was  a  small  rebel 
force  in  Mississippi,  consisting  of  one  brigade  of  infantry 
at  Newton  Station,  on  the  Southern  Road,  and  a  cavalry 
division  of  from  6,000  to  6,000,  operating  between  Jact- 
Bon  and  the  Big  Black,  under  General  S.  D.  Lee. 

The  rebels,  however,  began  to  drcaii  the  approaching 
campaign,  as  is  evident  from  the  following  extract  iirom 
one  of  their  newspapers,  published  in  Atlanta ; 

The  Yankee  Army  of  flia  Cumberland  holds  the  door  to  lower  East 
Tenneaace,  aad  this  door  we  must  leave  optn.  *  *  *  If  we  continuo  to 
gase  listloaaly  from  the  bold  knoba  of  Missionary  Kidge  upon  the  com- 
fortable barracks  of  the  Federals  below,  then  may  we  tremble  for  the 
next  eampaign ;  for,  aa  Sure  fts  there  is  any  surety  in  the  future,  the 
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spring  of  1864  must  see  ns  far  from  the  borders  of  Georj^  or  near  to 
the  Terge  of  deatructioo.  Nail  it  to  your  door-poata,  men  of  the  South, 
and  refuse  ki  be  deluded  into  any  other  belief  1  food  and  raiment  are 
our  ueeda.  We  must  have  them.  Kentucky  and  Middle  Tennessee  am 
only  supply  tlian.  Better  give  up  the  ssacoast,  better  give  up  the  Soulkviesl, 
aye,  beUer  to  give  up  Bkhmend  ■uiiSumt  a  straggle,  amd  vrin  these,  than  lose 
tlie  golden  field,  whose  grain  and  isool  are  our  auie  hope.  The  enemy  has 
just  one  army  too  many  in  the  field  for  us.  We  must  crush  this  over- 
plus ;  we  must  gain  one  signal  StonewaE  Jackson  campaign.  Destiny 
points  to  the  very  place.  Be  Eosecrans  the  Tiotim.  Defeat  him,  pul- 
Terizo  him,  run  him  to  tlio  Ohio  River,  and  then  close  the  war  with  the 
neit  summer.  And  how  ?  Nothing  easier.  The  bee  which  has  really 
stung  our  flank  aolong,  once  disposed  of,  our  triumptiant  legions  have 
a  clear  road  before  them.  Pel  aumptuoualy  through  the  winter,  well 
Bhod  and  clad,  they  have  only  to  meet  a  dispirited  foe,  retake  the  valley 
of  the  Mississippi,  secure  the  election  of  a  peace  democrat  to  the  Presi- 
dency in  the  fall,  and  arrange  the  terms  of  treaty  and  independence. 
These  results  can  be  accomplished  nowhere  else  than  in  this  depart- 
ment.   The  Northwest  is  our  real  adversary.* 

The  readers  of  this  chapter  will  see  the  position  of  af- 
faire when  General  Grant  assumed  his  new  command.  It 
must,  however,  not  be  forgotten  that  he  had  under  him  the 
troops  that  had  been  sorely  defeated  at  Chickamauga,  and 
were  at  that  time  shut  up  in  Chattanooga  by  a  besieging 
force  of  the  rebels.  The  enemy  believed  that  they  had  this 
force  securely  in  a  trap,  and  when  they  heard  of  the 
change  in  the  command  they  began  to  make  light  of  it. 
One  of  their  journalists  remarked  that  the  Union  authori- 
ties had  removed  a  hero  (Eosecrans),  and  placed  two  foola 
(Grant  and  Thomas)  in  command.  The  President  is  re- 
ported to  have  said,  that  "if  one  fool  like  Grant  can  do  as 
much  work,  and  win  as  profitable  victories  as  he,  he  had 
no  objection  to  two  of  them,  as  they  would  surely  wipe 
out  the  rebellion." 

*  Chatlmwoga^AHa'ata  Rebel,  Nov.  8th,  1853. 
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CHAPTER  XLVn. 

ACTIVE  MOVEMENTS.— LOOKOUT  VAIJ.ET. 

General  Grant  was  not  the  man  to  stand  idle  when 
there  was  work  to  be  done.  He,  therefore,  soon  left 
Louisville,  aftur  making  certain  necessary  arrangements 
for  co-operation  of  troops  from  Kentucky,  and  anlved  in 
Nashville  on  the  morning  of  October  21at,  He  was  during 
the  same  evening  introduced  to  the  people  of  Nashville, 
by  the  Military  Governor,  but  refused  to  make  any  speech 
to  them.  Having  made  cei-tain  dispositions  of  bis  forces 
in  this  vicinity,  to  secure  his  communications,  and  having 
ordered  the  re-gauging  of  the  railroads,  so  that  one  con- 
tinuous line  of  communication  should  exist  between  the 
Ohio  River  and  Chattanooga,  General  Grant  took  his  de- 
parture for  the  latter  place,  where  he  arrived  on  October 
23d. 

The  situation  of  affairs  at  this  time  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Chattanooga,  is  thus  described  by  a  correspondent : 

The  sad  position  of  aEfaira  is  in  nowise  changed  up  to  date.  I  trust 
that  eyery  warrior  in  Oiis  armj-  iw  alire  to  it;  for  Icon/ess  I  do  itot  see 
any  very  brilliant  praxpeclti  for  coniiiming  alive  m  it  all  this  winter,  unless 
something  desperate  be  done.  Wlile  tte  army  sits  here,  hungry,  chilly, 
watching  the  "key  to  TannoBSGe,"  the  "good  dog"  Bragg  lies  over 
^^ainst  ns,  licking  his  Chiokamauga  sores  without  whin,e  or  growl.  He 
will  not  reply  to  our  oooaaional  shots  from  Star  Fort,  Tort  Crittenden,  or 
the  Moccasin  Point  l>atterie3  across  the  rivsr;  has  forbidden  the  ex- 
change of  newspapers  and  the  oomplimeDta  of  tlie  day  between  pickets; 
has  returned  surly  answers  to  flag  of  truce  messages ;  in  fact,  haa  cut 
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us  dead.  TIiBy  know  ive  liaye  been,  and  are  being  lai^ly  te-enforoed, 
and  fear  a  flaok  movement,  similar  to  that  which  gave  Roseorana  poa- 
aeasion  of  Chattanix^a.  This  ia  a  synopsis  of  the  aituation.  The  de- 
tails, so  far  as  relates  to  our  side  of  tlio  house,  about  which  I  ato  only 
espectcd  to  know,  are  far  less  cheeriiig. 

By  the  Anderson  road  (north  of  the  Teoneaaee),  from  Bridgeport  to 
Chflttaaooga  the  distance  ia  something  like  siKty  miles,  and  since  the 
heavy  rains  of  the  past  week,  the  entire  route  is  dismal  beyond  eiecra- 
tion.  Mulea  stage  through  twenty-flve  or  thirty  miles  of  almost  un- 
fathomable mud,  toil  up  and  over  a  mountain — Walden's  Ridge — where 
ft  single  misstep  would  insure  their  oiit  from  life  over  a  frightful  pre- 
cipice, grinding  along,  over  enormous  boulders  and  jagged  rocks, 
through  more  roud,  to  the  muddy  banks  of  the  river  at  Chattanooga. 
A  thousand  pounds  of  provisions  or  forage  were  an  eitraordinary  load 
for  the  best  of  sis  mule  tcama  on  their  trial  trips  over  this  route  ;  but 
now  it  is  positive  inhumanity  to  ask  half  that  work  of  the  jaded,  half- 
starved  brutes.  Yet  all  the  supplies  must  come  by  this  route,  and  every 
animal  able  to  stagger  under  a  burthen,  must  bo  kept  on  the  move. 
Traina,  once  the  pride  and  boast  of  proprietary  quartermasters,  have 
dwindled  away ;  wagon  after  wagon  worn  out,  or  destroyed  by  Wheeler's 
raiders,  till  the  transportation  of  the  ariny  is  not  half  what  it  waa,  or  one- 
quarter  what  it  should  be ;  and,  unleaa  we  shall  be  able  to  navigate  the 
riversoon,  want  stares  us  in  the  face.  Half  rations  for  troops  win  suffloa 
for  a  time ;  quarter  rations,  now  darkly  hinted,  ia  rather- ^TOJWdipg  the 
mourners,"  the  troops  say.  A  very  patient  and  meeV  nlule.  can ,  exist 
on  two  or  three  pounds  of  corn  per  day;  but  wagon  basosi'^iy  letivea, 
and  woollen  blankets,  with  harnefla  for  relish,  are  notcOniJucSve  Idmula 
health,  strength,  and  longevity.  Angular  skeletons  of  artillery  btira^. 
rattle  past  my  quarters  toward  the  Tennessee^— Uearon  be  tlanked 
there  is  plenty  of  water— while  I  write  this,  and  within  my  range  of 
vision,  up  and  down  the  mjun  street,  are  numbers  of  weak  and  trem- 
bling horse  "  framea,"  glandered  and  starving,  staggering  about  in 
search  of  a  convenient  spot  U>  die. 

The  mortality  among  these  mnocenta  is  frightful  to  contemplate. 
Their  corpses  line  the  road,  and  taint  the  air,  all  along  the  Bridgeport 
route.  In  these  days,  hereabouts,  it  ia  within  the  scope  of  the  moat 
obtuse  to  distinguish  a  quartermaster  or  staff  officer,  by  a  casual  glance 
at  the  animal  he  strides.  "  He  has  the  fatness  of  twenty  horaea  upon 
his  ribs,"  as  Squeers  remarked  of  little  Wackford;  "and  so  he  has; 
God  help  the  others." 
16 
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lam  assured  this  state  of  ttioga  will  not  last  long;  that  hordes  of 
men  are  enei^tically  at  work  iinprovin[{  our  means  of  communication, 
and  that  we  soon  Bhall  he  beneQted  by  the  oyerflowing  plenty  of  the 
North.  The  vigor  and  good  spirits  of  the  army  all  this  time  are  ilc- 
yeloped  in  a  most  BEtoTiiahtiig  manner. 

Major-GrBneral  Grant,  who  presides  OTer  tbe  destinies  of  this,  amongst 
other  armies,  reached  Chattanooga  to-daj.  Ho  was  accompanied  by 
Quartermaster-General  Meigs,  and  Jlr.  Dana,  of  the  War  Department, 
who  now  returns  after  a  siiort  absence.  They  have  coma  back,  per- 
haps, 1«  witness  operations  at  the  front,  which  their  superior  knowledge 
oftho  situation  may  lead  them  to  expect.  If  I  should  write  what  I  know 
of  the  whereabouts  and  moroments  of  the  troops,  above  and  below  us,  on 
the  Tennessee  River,  and  elsewhere,  all  aiming  at  that  grand  object,  the 
overthrow  of  "this  accursed  rebellion,"  I  would,  no  doubt,  be  arrested  for 
dealing  in  contraband  news,  Luckfly,  I  know  so  little  about  Bnmside, 
Generaljoo  Hooker,  and  Ihe  rest,  that  it  requires  but  little  eSbrt  to  keep 
my  pencil  quiet.  They  are  in  their  proper  places,  however.  General 
Grant  probably  knows  where  they  are,  and  what  they  are  doing;  the 
enemy  will  find  out  when  the  thing  is  fully  developed.  One  of  Wheel- 
er's couriers  was  captured  the  other  day,  with  that  chieftain's  written 
reply  to  fl  dispatch  from  General  Braiton  Bragg,  ordering  the  rader 
back  into  Middle  Tennessee,  Wheeler  said  it  was  utterly  impossible 
for  him  b>  go  back,  on  account  of  his  impoverished  and  worn-out  con- 
dition. His  command  would  not  hold  together.  (He  said  notliing 
about  the  Onion  troopers,  who  were  following  him  up  in  vast  force.) 
He  also  whined  considerably  about  the  difflpulty  in  escaping  across  tho 
Tennessee  to  the  South.  He  was  prevented,  he  said,  by  "  Lee's  Fed- 
eral Jayhawkers."  How  Grant's  cavalry  could  bother  the  rebels  in 
Southern  Tennessee,  was  something  the  raider  couldn't  understand.* 

General  Grant  no  sooner  made  his  appearance  at  Chat- 
tanooga, than  a  change  was  at  once  set  about  in  the  situa- 
tion of  affiurs.  He  had  left  directions  for  the  management 
of  the  raiders,  with  the  corps  and  distiict  commanders  oiit^ 
side  of  that  position,  and  he,  therefore,  was  at  liberty  to 
direct  his  personal  attention  to  the  re-opening  of  commu- 
nications, by  proper  routes,  with  his  dSpfits  of  supplies. 

*  Mvi  York  Ikraid  correspondence,  October  33d. 
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Aft«r  the  battles  of  Chickamauga,  the  post  on  Lootout 
Mountain  was  abandoned  by  the  Union  troops,  and  was 
itnmediately  taken  possession  of  by  the  rebels.  From  this 
point  the  rebels  were  enabled  to  shell  the  supply  trains 
moving  along  the  valley  route  towards  Chattanooga  from 
Bridgeport^  From  this  cause  the  Union  troops  were  com- 
pelled to  take  their  supplies  along  the  mountain  roads,  de- 
Rciibed  in  the  foi-egoiag  correspondence. 

To  reopen  the  valley  route  wa*  Genoral  Grant's  primary 
and  most  important  design.  lie,  thei'efore,  while  at  Nash- 
ville communicated  his  plans  to  General  Hooker,  and  when 
he  arrived  at  Cbattanooga,  he,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
chief-engineer,  Brigadier-General  W.  F.  Smith,  at  once  set 
about  the  work. 

Tiie  following  correspondence  will  show  what  was 
accomplished  during  this  movement : 

Chattakooqa,  Ocloher  28, 13S3. 
The  reocoupation  of  Lookout  and  th.e  reopeniag  of  the  "  Soiitlieni 
line"  to  Bridgeport  has  for  some  time  been  the  chief  aim  of  strategists 
id.  this  department.  A  movement  of  Major-General  Hoolter'a  troops 
from  opposite  Bridgeport,  along  the  aouth  bank  of  the  Tennoasee, 
through  Sliellraouad  and  Whileside.  commenced  a  week  ago.*  A  large 
additional  force,  under  Major-Geaeral  Palmer — spared  from  the  army 
without  weakeniag  our  lines — joined  Hooker  on  the  march  up  Lookout 
Valley,  and  the  combined  forces  effected  a  junction  with  Br^adier-Gon- 
eral  Hazen's  command  last  night,  near  the  foot  of  Lootout  The  valley 
route  to  Bridgeport  is  now  oiirs,  and  I  am  led  to  believe  that  move- 
ments in  progress  will  ^ve  03  possession  of  the  monntain  itself,  and 
perhaps  force  an  evacuation   by  Bragg's  wIioIb  armj-  ere  many  weeks 

I  am,  at  present,  unable  to  write  particularly  of  the  preliminary  move- 
ments by  the  forces  under  General  Hooker's  immediate  command ;  but 
I  am  able  to  describe  the  hazardous  expedition  of  the  co-opernting 
forces  from  this  end  of  the  line  with  all  the  aeouracy  of  an  eye-witness. 
Fourteen  hundred  men  were,  ou  Monday  night,  October  26th,  picked 

•  While  General  Grant  was  at  Nashville. 
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from  Brigadier-GencralW.B.Hazen's  Brigade,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  and 
ordered  to  report  at  the  pontoon  bridge,  Chattanooga,  at  midnight. 
The  selection  of  General  Hazen  and  hia  tfoopa  for  the  expedition  waa 
dae  toarepntalion  they  had  long  since  established  for  dash  and  daring, 
and  the  brilliant  result  proves  it  a  well-rounded  one.  So  well  had  tho 
secret  been  kept  that  not  one  of  the  fourteen  hundred  braves,  asiiie 
from  the  General  and  staff,  knew  where  they  were  going,  as  they  stop- 
ped into  the  pontoon  boats  which  had  heen  provided  for  them.  Tlie 
eipeditlon  filled  fitty-sii  boats,  an  average  of  twenty-five  men  to  a 
Chatlanot^a  built  pontoon.  Soon  after  the  embarkation,  when  they  had 
floated  tjirough  the  gap  in  the  briiiga  arranged  for  their  passage,  the 
men  of  tlie  eipedition  began  to  understand  their  situation  and  to  dis- 
cover the  object  of  their  midqight  excursion.  They  were  to  run  past 
the  rebel  batteries  and  sharpshooters  on  Lookout,  and  effect  a  landing 
at  Brown's  Ferry,  eight  miles  below,  by  the  river  line.  The  moon  was 
shining  bright,  but  occasionally  overeaat  by  drifting  clouds,  and  it 
seemed  impossible  to  pass  the  frowning  batteries  of  Lookout  without 
discovery.  At  half-past  one  o'clock  tho  advance  guard  boatj  reached 
Chattaooi^a  Creek,  three  miles  helow  the  starting  point  and  the  extreme 
outpost  of  our  lines.  Here  a  halt  was  made  to  concentrate  the.forces, 
and  the  General's  watch  marked  half-past  two  before  the  final  start  was 
made.  Oars  were  now  discarded,  and,  hugging  to  tlie  right  bank,  creep- 
ing along  under  ila  shadows,  the  boats  reached  the  front  of  Lookout 
Brave  men  held  their  breath,  every  eye  was  fixed  upon  the  raountaiE, 
and  not  a  muscle  moved  as  wo  approached  the  dangerous  point.  Eebel 
camp  fires  could  be  seen  far  up  the  dark  mountain  aide,  their  signal 
torches  working  slowly,  but  incessantly,  with  now  and  then  a  stave 
from  aomo  secession  air,  drowsily  sung  by  the  rebel  pickets.  Not  a  shot  or 
an  alarm  as  yet,  and  the  men  breathed  a  little  freer  as  the  mountain 
was  passed,  and  we  emerged  from  its  shadow  into  the  modilied  dark- 
ness of  the  valley  below. 

The  force  was  now  divided,  the  First  Division,  comprising  half  the 
force,  landing  at  Brown's  Ferry,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  below 
Lookout.  A  rebel  cavalry  picket  was  surprised  here  and  fled,  closely 
pursued,  up  the  road,  after  exchanging  a  few  shots.  The'seoond  detach- 
ment landed  at  the  foot  of  a  ridge  bordering  the  river,  at  a  point  two 
miles  helow  Brown's  Feny.  The  ridge,  slippery  and  almost  inaccessi- 
ble, towered  three  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  river ;  but  the 
brave  men  of  the  expedition,  uuder  the  wild  excitement  of  the  move- 
ment and  the  situation,  pushed  up  the  steep  dedivity  almost  at  a  run 
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A  reljel  picket  post  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge  was  scatfered  by  a  volley 
and  a  yell,  and  the  first  point  was  gained.  Two  days  before  four  rebe] 
Tegmenta  were  stationed  in  the  valley  behind  this  ridge,  at  the  foot  of 
liuecooQ  Mountain,  and  an  attack  was  to  be  expected  from  them.  The 
sequel  proved  they  bad  been  relieved  on  Monday,  and  tlie  force  now 
occupying  the  camp  consisted  of  tno  strange  reeiraents,  with  three 
pieces  of  artillery.  This  force  moved  along  the  rear  of  the  ridge  and 
attacked  the  First  Division  of  the  espodition  which  had  landed  at 
Brown's  Pcriy.  Their  superior  numbers  forced  the  troops  back  to  the 
landing,  and  the  rebels  planted  guns  in  position  to  sn  eep  the  road  to 
the  ferry.  It  was  now  four  o'clock  in  tlie  morning,  and  tnovementa 
could  be  distinguished  in  the  gray  light  of  dawn  The  cannonading  by 
the  rebel  battery  worked  no  damage.  Not  a  man  was  hurt.  General 
Hazen  threw  out  skirmishers,  and  a  bnsk  fight  ensued  The  attacking 
force  of  rebels  was  finally  driven  back  in  the  direction  of  Lookout 
Mountain  and  up  its  steep  sides,  while  under  cover  of  a  battery  on 
the  Union  or  north  aide  of  the  Tennessee  Turchin's  Brigade,  under 
Brigadier-Gleneral  Smith,  Engineer  Corps,  crossed  on  pontoons  to  the 
support  of  Hazen.  Being  uow  firmly  established,  scouting  parties  wero 
sent  out,  and  the  country  once  more  passed  into  the  poBsossion  of 
the  United  Stales.  The  rebels  from  a  batteryhalf  wayup  tho  mountain, 
kept  lip  a  desultory  fire  till  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  Our  position 
was  secure,  and  camps  were  established  on  tho  ridge.  A  foraging  party, 
on  aji  excursion  into  the  country  thereabouts,  discovered  mines  of  for- 
age, which  was  particularly  acceptable  to  the  then  impoverished  Union 
troops.* 

The   operations  of  General   Hooker's   column  are  thus 
described  by  a  participant ; 


On  the  morning  of  October  2eth,  we  left  Bridgeport,  Ala,,  by  crossing 
a  pontoon  at  that  place,  and  moving  forward  to  Shell  Mount.  The 
nest  day  at  dayfight  we  moved  forward  to  and  through  lookout  Volley, 
at  a  point  adjacent  to  where  the  roads  fork— the  one  going  to,  and  being 
called  the  Chattanooga  road,  and  the  otlier  Brown's  Ferry, 

Here  the  enemy  made  a  short  stand,  but  was  soon  driven  from  this 
portion.    The  enemy  was  posted  on  a  high  and  commanding  elevation. 

*  Chattanooga  correspondence  of  the  Mm  Tork  Seraid. 
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Our  troops  mOTed  forward,  in  line,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  hill,  and 
when  there  was  an  evidence  that  the  enemy  would  be  surrounded,  the 
latter  retreated,  in  double-quick  time,  and  fell  back  across  Lookout 
Creek,  where  he  wai  supported  by  a  reserve  rebel  force. 

In  moving  along  tlie  enemy  appeared  upon  our  riglit,  on  the  Lookout 
Mountain  ridge — as  we  moved  parallel  to  it.  Tlie  enemy  opened  upon 
our  forces,  moving  in  column,  from  Point  Lookout,  but  did  not  succeed 
iQ  checking  tbe  progress  of  the  troops.  The  rebel  signal  officers,  too, 
in  plaiu  sight,  but  far  above  us,  pursued  their  busiuess,  and  aeemed  to 
run  along  on  a.  ridge,  signalling  with  a  view  to  attract  our  attention. 
This  signalling  continued  thus  for  several  miles,  and  until  our  forces 
got  Mly  abreast  of  Point  Lookout,  JW.  It  must  have  been  exwedinglj 
annoying  to  the  rebels  to  see  our  long  line  wind  its  way  in  and  out  of 
the  woods  and  on  the  road  unbroken  and  at  a  steady  march,  nutwith- 
stHudiiig  the  Bie  from  his  liigh  posted  guns.  Of  course,  at  certain  times 
Uiere  were  many  narrow  escapes.  Shells  constantly  burst  to  the  right 
and  left  of  tlie  road  {which  lies  almost  at  the  base  of  the  mountain),  but 
fow  on  it.  The  orderly  passage  of  the  troops  under  this  tire  reflected 
mudi  credit  on  the  commanders  of  all  grades.  The  enemy  attempted 
to  destroy  our  trains,  but  signally  failed  even  m  Ulis.  This  species  of 
ehelling  was  continued  upon  our  line  for  several  hours,  and  even  until 
dark,  but  without  inflicting  any  injury  of  consequenee.  So  close  at  one 
time  was  oue  portion  the  Union  troops,  that  the  enemy  threw  percus- 
sion shells  by  hand  off  the  mountain,  and  they  exploded  almost  in  our 
midst. 

Tiie  morning  of  the  23th  opened  with  a  clear,  bright,  beautiful  moon- 
ligiit,  the  scenery  on  every  aide  traced  in  dark  sombre  ou  tlie  back 
ground  of  the  sky.  High,  towering  mountains — the  Raccoon  Mountain 
on  one  side  and  the  Lookout  Mountniu  on  the  other — and  the  valley 
diversified  liy  open  fields  and  small  clumps  of  woods,  formed  a  curious 
picture.  On  Lookout  Mountain  bright  fires  burned,  and  told  us  too 
plainly  where  to  look  for  the  enemy  and  hia  signal  officers.  Our  camp 
fires  burned  brightly,  and  our  line  lay  on  a  parallel  with  what  was  the 
enemy's  on  the  day  previooa.  Two  divisions  were  encamped  on  the  left 
or  front  of  our  line.  Another  division.  General  Geary's,  was  in  bivouac, 
about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  tlie  other  two  divisions.  Between  the 
two  sections  of  the  command  tlie  enemy  held  a  position  on  the  Chatta- 
noi^a  road  proper,  as  also  on  the  railroad.  In  brief,  the  enemy  had  a 
force,  in  a  gap  between  the  base  of  tbe  point  of  Lookout  Mountain, 
along  t'lB  rivor  on  the  flats  and  some  lilUs,  partially  situated  in  our  rear. 
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Suddenly  the  XJaion  troops  were  arouaed  by  Uie  heavy  firing  in  the 
direction  of  General  Geary's  Division.  At  onee  preparation  was  made 
for  a  general  engajremect.  Tiie  troopa  wore  soon  in  column,  and  the 
trains  and  ambulanccB  got  in  readiness  for  Ihe  emei^ncy.  As  they 
pressed  forward  on  the  road  to  join  (leneral  Geary,  the  enemy  opened  a 
heavy  fire  of  musketry  fVom  a  higli  hill  close  to  their  line  of  advance. 
At  once  our  commanding  generals  comprehended  the  state  of  affairs. 
Tlie  enemy  had  intended  their  movement  to  be  a  surprise ;  and  one  with 
ji  view  to  the  probable  surrounding  and  possible  capture  of  Geary's  force. 
From  prisoners  taken  during  the  fight  that  ensued,  wo  learned  that  Genera] 
Longstreet,  on  beholding  our  column  move  up  the  Lookout  Talley  toward 
Chattanooga,  quietly  massed  two  divisions  on  Lookout  Mountain,  and 
moved  thera  up  to  and  across  Lookout  Creek,  with  a  view  to  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  plan  of  his  surprise  movement  About  eight  p.  h.  he 
moved  his  division  across  the  creek  One  dniviou  passed  on  to  the 
Chattanooga  road  and  occupied  two  hills  commanding  the  road,  on  a 
parallel,  leading  to  Brown's  Ferry.  The  other  division  passed  down 
the  railroad,  and  from  there  on  to  the  Chattanooga  road,  below  the  foik. 
The  rebels  had  intrenched  themselves  on  the  hill,  and  from  their  works 
had  opened  fire  upon  the  Union  command ;  but  this  did  not  delay  the 
advance  of  the  re-enforoementa,  which  pushed  along  under  fire  through 
an  open  space  or  field  to  the  right  of  the  front  of  the  hills. 

While  this  command  waa  pressing  forward,  a  second  division  was 
moved  up  on  the  road,  and  a  courier  sent  to  inform  General  Geary  of 
the  near  approach  of  assistance. 

An  order  was  now  given  to  take  the  Mil,  and  tlie  second  division  waa 
j^signed  to  the  task.  The  advance  was  commenced  and  the  enemy 
poured  down  a  heavy  fire  of  musljetry.  Slowly  the  men  went  up  the 
hill,  the  ascent  of  which  was  so  steep  that  it  was  as  much  as  a  man 
could  do  to  get  to  the  top  in  peaceful  times,  and  with  the  help  of  day 
light.  This  hill  was  covered  wiih  briar  hushes,  fallen  trees,  and  tangling 
masses  of  various  descriptions,  but  our  boys  pressed  forward  in  spite  of 
all  obstructions.  The  whole  division  at  last  gave  a  sudden  start  forward 
and  gained  the  crest  of  the  hilL  The  enemy's  line  wavered  and  broke, 
and  the  rebels  composing  It  went  down  the  other  aide  of  the  hill  with 
broken,  flying,  and  disordered  ranks.  On  gaining  the  crest  our  men 
found  that  Ihey  had  not  only  driven  the  enemy  oB;  but  had  taken  some 
tolerably  well-constructed  earthworks,  behind  which  the  rebels  had 
posted  themselves.  It  was  then  aseertained,  too,  that  the  hill  liad  been 
occupied  by  about  two  thousand  rebels.    The  success  and  the  gallantry 
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with  which  the  height  was  taken  elicited  general  commeniiation  to  the 
ski]l  and  brarery  of  the  troops  and  their  commanding  officers. 

Soon  after  tliis  a  detachment  from  another  division  took  the  neit  hill 
to  the  right  without  much  resiatanco. 

The  enemy  continued  a  scattering  fire  for  some  time  after  lie  hills 
were  taken,  but  linahy  ceased  troubling  ua. 

In  tiie  mean  time,  General  Geary  had  bravely  resisted  the  rebel  attack, 
and  after  two  hours'  hard  fighting  the  enemy  retreated,  without  making 
Geary's  lino  to  waver  or  fall  back  a  foot.  Almost  every  horse  in  one 
Boction  of  artillery  was  shot  dead.  The  enemy  retired  across  the  rail- 
road, and  ftom  there  to  the  other  side  of  the  creek.* 

The  success  of  this  inoveiaent  of  General  Grant's  forces 
was  vei7  annoying  to  the  rebels,  as  may  be  judged  from  the 
following  extract  from  one  of  their  journals  : 


3  of  the  enemy  at  ChattBuooga  are  still  uncertain, 
Whether  the  occupation  of  Lookout  Mountain  indicates  an  advant*,  or 
is,  like  tlie  last  crossing  of  the  Rappahannock  at  Fredericksburg  by 
Sedgwick's  Corps,  merely  a  feint  to  cover  a  retreat,  haa  not  yet  trans- 
pired ;  but  when  considered  in  connection  with  the  reported  retreat 
from  Loudon,  and  its  occupation  by  our  forces,  we  are  inclined  to 
believe  that  Grant  is  preparing  a  "  change  of  base"  iVom  Bast  Tennes- 
see to  some  point  more  accessible  for  supplies.  This  supposition  be- 
comes more  probable  when  it  is  remembered  that  from  Lookout  Valley 
to  Brii^port  his  retreat  could  be  more  expeditiously  made  than  IVoni 
Chattanooga. 

But  whether  for  advance  Or  retreat  this  occupation  of  Lookout  Yalley 
is  of  importance.  If  for  the  former,  it  demonstrates  that  the  enemy  have 
recovered  from  their  defeat  at  Chickiimauga,  and  taken  the  initiative,  al- 
ways Ode  of  importance  in  military  movomonta.  It  may  be  useless  to 
inq^uire  why  the  enemy  were  permitted  to  regain  strength,  mornle,  and 
organization,  and  begin  offensive  movcmonta,  in  the  immediate  front, 
under  the  very  nose  of  General  Bragg.  The  vanqulslied,  flying  enemy, 
whom  General  Bra^  reported  to  be  "  pursued  by  our  cavalry,"  have 
turned  upon  the  pursuers  and  have  occupied  a  threatening  position  upon 
the  flank  of  the  victors.  The  oncmy  were  ■  outfought  at  Chlckamauga, 
thanks  to  the  army,  but  the  present  position  of  afi'drs  looks  as  though 

*  N::vi  Yurk  Herald  cnrreapondonoo. 
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we  had  been  outgeneraled  at  Chattanooga.  We  hope  these,  our  appre- 
henaions,  may  turn  out  groundleaa,  and  that  tha  strategy  of  General 
Bragg  may  prove  eqnaJ  to  the  prowess  and  gallantry  of  his  army :  but 
we  must  confess  that  the  country  will  be  as  much  surpriaed  aa  pleased 
should  success  attend  our  aims  at  CliB.ttanooga. 

If  the  occupation  of  Lookout  Valley  by  the  enemy  Jiaa  been  made  to 
cover  a  retreat,  an  opportunity  for  energy,  strategy,  and  perseverance, 
will  be  afforded  GeneralBragg,  which  if  promptly  embraced  and  elfidently 
puraued,  will  do  much  to  reinstate  him  in  the  confidence  of  the  array 
and  tlie  country.  As  t)ie  risk  ia  to  be  taken  under  General  Braj^,  wo 
hope  tiat  every  officer  and  private  will  eicrt  hia  utmost  endeavors  to  aid 
tiie  General  in  overwhelming  tbe  enemy. 

W/ielher  Gcnsral  Grant  inleads  lo  adamee  or  is  preparing  to  retreat  from 
ChottaTiooga,  }ie  must  be  defeated  either  on  the  south  side  of  the  Teavessee  or 
OB  his  retreat  la  Naahcilk.  The  approaching  winter  viants  bath  as-mies 
ttoi  thtir  present  posiliojis  may  be  their  muiuai  destruction,  and  the  spring 
^1661  open  on  the  wasted  and  mined  remnonls  of  both. 

The  raib-oad  from  "  Bridgeport  to  Jaspar,"  if  not  as  unreal  and  unsub- 
Btantial  as  the  taking  of  Lookout  Mountain  by  tho  enemy,  may  solve  tho 
difQculty  of  Grant  remainmg  in  Chattanooga  for  tho  winter. 

Thus,  from  the  contradictory  sod  unrecondlable  reports  of  movo- 

gards  the  situation  at  Chattanooga.  Our  readers  must  eserciae  patience 
and  hope  for  tlie  besL* 

General  Grant  had,  however,  no  intention  of  retreating. 

Abont  tliis  time  the  rebel  President  paid  a  visit  to 
Bragg's  army,  to  ascertain  the  true  condition  of  affaire, 
and  it  is  reported  that  the  following  scene  occurred  on  tho 
summit  of  Lookout  Moutain ; 

Looking  down  one  bright  day  from  the  lofiy  emineni:^ 
commanding  a  clear  view  into  four  States,  and  a  very  dis- 
tant view  into  a  fifth,  Davis  saw  Grant's  army  almost  be- 
neath his  feet,  across  the  valley,  working  like  beavers  on 
their  fortifications. 

"  I  have  them  now,"  said  he,  "  in  just  the  trap  I  set  for 

*  ific/tmomi  SijwiVer,  Ifovember  6th,   1863. 
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To  which  Lieu  tenant-General  Pernberton,  who  was  sit- 
ting on  horseback  beside  him,  replied,  "  Mr.  Davis,  you 
are  Commaader-in-Chief,  and  you  are  here.  Yoa  think 
the  enemy  are  in  a  trap,  and  can  be  captured  by  vigoroas 
assault.  I  have  been  blamed  for  not  having  ordered  a 
general  attack  on  the  enemy  when  they  were  drawing 
around  me  their  lines  of  circumvallation  at  Vicksburg.  Do 
you  now  order  an  attack  upon  those  troops  down  there  be- 
low us,  and  I  will  set  you  my  life  that  not  one  Gt— d  d — d 
man  of  the  attacking  column  will  ever  come  ba«k  across 
that  valley,  except  as  a  prisoner." 
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CHAPTER  XLVni. 

longstbeet's  advance  upon  knoivillb. 

The  brilliant  success  of  tbese  operations  relieved  Chat- 
tanooga of  the  prospective  danger  of  starvation,  and  Gene- 
L'ii]  Grant  found  time  to  prepare  for  his  movements  upon 
the  enemy  in  his  front.  Stores  of  all  kinds  began  to  make 
their  way  into  storehouse,  and  daily  parades  and  drills 
look  place  in  front  of  the  works,  within  view  of  the  rebel 
pickets  and  sentries.  Everything  had  settled  down  into 
its  quiet  routine,  and  even  the  generals  appeared  at  their 
ease.  A  private  letter  from  a  resident  of  Chattanooga 
had  the  followiag  paragraph  descriptive  of  this  serenity : 

Qeneral  Grant,  who  has  almost  recovered  his  strength,  ocoupiea  a  de- 
liglitM  Ohattanooga. residence,  and,  with  MBbviarwoodpipe,  waihs  toand 
fro  wp  tin  sh-eets  of  the  lown,  unoMended,  many  Kmea  unoiserusd,  but  ai  aS 
iwnes  dbsermng.  Quartermaster.  General  Me^p  has  taken  to  a  walltenti 
(torn  a  regard  for  the  fltnesa  of  things.  Hia  tead-quartera  are  in  the 
field,  and  soldiers  in  the  field  inhabit  tents.  Gienerals  Thomas  and  Gordon 
Grai^r-  are  workers,  and  are  preparing  their  grand  machine  for  tha 
next  campaign,  their  conaultaljoua  often  extending  far  into  the  night. 

But  in  the  midst  of  this  quiet  lay  a  slurahering  volcano. 

General  Grant  had  determined  he  would  have  no  ene- 
mies around  him  to  report  his  movements  to  the  rebels  or 
to  interfere  with  his  plaus  ;  therefore,  previous  to  his 
making  any  advance  npon  the  rebel  positions,  he  issued 
the  following  order : 
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Hbab-Quahtehs,  Military  Ditisios  or  the  Missisbippi,  ) 
In  the  Field,  Oeattanoooa,  Tfkh,  Kov  6, 1863       j 
[  Genend  Orders,  No.  i.] 

The  habit  of  raiding  parties  of  rebol  taralry  vi-itmg-  lowna  TiHagsa 
and.  farma  where  there  are  no  Federal  fortes,  and  piil  igmg  Union  fami 
lies,  baying  become  prevalent,  department  cominanlBra  hiU  tdke  im 
mediate  steps  to  stop  the  evil,  or  make  the  loss  by  aucb  raida  fall  upon 
secessioniata  and  seceaaion  EympaHiizBrs  in  the  neighborhood  wbere 
Euch  acta  are  committed,  for  erery  act  of  violence  to  tlie  person  of  an 
unarmed  Unioucitizen,  a  secessionist  will  be  arrested  and  held  as  boatage 
for  the  delivery  of  tlia  offender.  For  every  dollar's  worth  of  property 
taken  from  such  oitizena,  or  destroyed  by  raiders,  an  assessment  will 
be  made  upun  aeceasionista  of  the  neighborhood,  and  colltcted  by  the 
nearest  military  forces,  under  the  supervision  of  t&e  commander  thereof, 
and  the  amount  thus  collected  paid  over  to  the  eufferers.  When  Buch 
assessments  cannot  he  collected  in  money,  property  UEeful  to  the 
government  may  be  taken  at  a  fair  valuation,  and  the  amount  paid  in 
money  by  a  disburaing  ofHcor  of  the  government,  who  wiil  take  sueli 
property  upon  his  returns.  Wealthy  secession  oitlaens  will  be  asaesaed 
in  money  and  provisions  for  the  support  of  Union  refugees  who  have 
been  and  may  be  diiven  from  their  homes  and  into  our  lines  by  the  acta 
of  thoie  with  whom  secession  citizens  are  in  sympathy.  All  collections 
and  payments  under  this  order  will  tie  throngb  disburr^ing  ofGcers  of  the 
government,  whoae  accounts  must  show  all  money  and  propertyroceivod 
under  it,  and  lioiv  disposed  of. 

By  order  of  Major-General  0.  S.  Giwnt. 

T.  S.  Bowers,  A.  A.-G. 

This  order  he  carried  out  to  the  letter  when  the  oppor- 
tunity offered. 

About  the  middle  of  November  the  head  of  General  Sher- 
inan's  column  arrived  at  Chattanooga  and  fonned  a  junc- 
tion with  the  forces  under  General  Thomas,  on  the  right 
of  the  main  army. 

Shortly  before  the  time  that  General  Sherman  joined  Gene- 
ral Grant,  the  rebel  General  Longstreet  made  several  at- 
tempts to  flatik  the  Union  position  several  miles  to  the  east- 
ward of  Chattanooga,  with  the  intention  of  advancing  into 
Tennessee  and  capturing  Knoxville.  The  advanced  forces  of 
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the  Army  of  Eastern  Tennessee  had  heretofore  resisted  Long- 
street's  movement  at  the  crossing  of  the  Little  Tennessee 
River ;  but  after  General  Burnside  had  communicated  with 
General  Grant,  Longstreet  was  allowed  to  advance  upon 
Knoxville,  the  Union  troops  impeding  his  march  as  much 
as  possible,  and  drawing  him  on  -with  a  show  of  resistance. 
The  feint  was  well  planned  and  finely  carried  out. 

On  the  14th  of  November, General  Longstreet,  after  cross- 
ing the  Little  Tennessee  River,  was  attacked  by  a  force 
of  General  Buraside'e  Union  troops,  who  drove  the  rebel 
advance  guard  back  upon  their  reserves,  which  were  sta- 
tioned at  about  a  mile  north  of  the  river  bank.  The  Union 
troops  then  retreated,  while  the  rebels  crossed  their  whole 
force  and  moved  toward  Marysville.  The  Unionists  then 
fell  back  upon  Lenoir,  as  if  to  hold  the  railroad  at  that 
place.  Three  times  the  rebels  assaulted  that  position  on 
November  15th  without  success;  but  the  next  morning 
the  Union  troops  evacuated  it  and  retreated  to  Campbell's 
Station.  Here  they  again  made  a  stand,  and  a  fight  ensued 
lasting  from  before  noon  until  dark.  This  detention  of 
the  rebels  enabled  the  Unionists  to  secure  their  trains,  which 
they  sent  within  the  defences  of  Knoxville.  The  Union 
troops  once  more  fell  back,  stopped  and  repeated  their 
resistance  to  the  enemy,  and  after  a  fight  again  retreated  in 
good  order,  until,  on  the  19th  of  November,  Longstreet's 
rebel  forces  were  before  the  city  of  Knoxville,  which  they 
began  to  invest — the  Union  troops  being  all  safely  within 
the  defences. 

General  Grant  was  duly  advised  of  the  position  of  afiairs, 
and  with  hia  "  we  have  them  now  where  we  want  them," 
he  prepared  to  move  on  the  enemy's  works. 

A  plan  had  been  made,  by  the  commanding  General,  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Chattanooga  and  get  possession  of  Look- 
out Mountain.      This  plan  was  submitted  to  his  general 
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officers  by  the  General  himself,  and  finally  adopted.  An 
examination  of  the  enemy's  line  showed  clearly  that  he  had 
deliberately  exposed  himself  to  great  danger.  He  had  al- 
lowed a  large  portion  oi  his  army  to  go  into  East  Tennes- 
see, and  he  extended  the  remainder  of  his  forces  into  lines 
almost  as  thin  as  a  spider's  thread.  His  exterior  line  upon 
Mission  Ridge  was  something  near  seven  miles  in  extent, 
■while  his  inner  lines  of  rifle  pits  and  similar  defences  run- 
ning through  the  valleys  were  not  less  than  five  miles  long. 
There  were  upon  the  line  two  points  of  importance  to  him ; 
the  first,  Missionary  Ridge,  being  the  key  to  his  position, 
and  Lookout  Mountam,  an  elevation  valuable  to  Bragg  as  a 
barrier  to  the  purposes  of  the  Union  troops.  It  was  sup- 
posed the  enemy  would  defend  the  former  with  vigor,  as 
the  latter  could  be  held  by  a  small  force.  General  Grant 
was  of  the  opinion,  that  by  attacking  his  flanks  vigorously, 
in  order  to  force  him  to  keep  his  line  lengthened,  and 
thus  weakened,  it  would  afford  the  TJnion  troops  a  favor- 
able opportunity  to  test  the  strength  of  the  centre.  It 
was  therefore  decided  that  General  Sherman,  with  three 
divisions  of  his  own  army,  and  General  Davis,  of  Palmer's 
Corps,  should  move  north  of  the  river,  to  a  point  oppo- 
site the  mouth  of  the  Chickamauga,  and  at  an  early  hour 
on  the  following  morning  throw  a  pontoon  bridge  across 
the  Tennessee,  and,  under  cover  of  artillery,  cross  and 
carry  the  heights  of  Jlissionary  Ridge  as  far,  at  least,  as 
Tnnnel  Hill.  On  the  left  rebel  flank,  General  Hooker  was  to 
operate  with  three  divisions,  his  primary  object  being  to  hold 
the  rebels  there,  but  authorized,  in  case  of  an  opportunity 
presenting  itself,  to  take  posession  of  Lookout  Mountain.  In 
the  centre,  General  Thomas  was  ordered  to  hold  Granger 
and  Palmer's  Corps  well  in  hand,  to  await  an  opportunity  to 
strike  at  the  centre,  whenever  in  the  opinion  of  General  Grant 
the  auspicious  moment  presented  itself.   General  O.  O.  How- 
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ard's  Corps  was  to  be  moved  to  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
so  as  to  aid  either  Sherman  or  the  centre.  But  aubsequently, 
at  the  suggestion  of  General  Thomas,  Howard  was  crossed 
into  Chattanooga,  and  hdld  as  a  movable  column  in  reserve. 
Such  was  the  general  plan  of  operations,  subject,  of  course, 
to  such  moditications  as  the  movements  of  the  enemy  might 


This  plan  was  to  have  been  put  in  execution  on  Saturday, 
November  21st,  almost  immediately  after  General  Grant 
had  ascertained  that  Longstreet  was  before  Kiioxville ;  but 
General  Sherman  failed  to  get  into  position  on  Friday,  his 
delay  being  caused  by  heavy  rains  and  the  partial  destruc- 
tion of  the  pontoon  bridges  by  rafts  floated  down  the  river 
by  the  rebels.  Indeed,  he  was  prevented  from  getting  up 
until  the  night  of  Monday,  and  only  reported  himself  ready 
for  his  work  on  Tuesday  morning.  On  Monday,  however, 
a  trivial  circumstance  brought  about  a  development  of 
interest,  and  which,  without  changing  the  plan  in  the  least, 
rather  advanced  it  and  increased  the  chances  of  si 
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CHAPTER  XLIX. 

THE  BATTLES  BEFORE  CUaTTANOOGA, — FIRST  DAT. 

Shoktlt  before  noon  on  the  morning  of  Monday,  No- 
vember 2^d,  1863,  the  order  for  the  preliminary  advance  of 
General  Grant's  forces  was  promulgated  at  head-quarters, 
and  the  troops  advanced  as  ii*  on  parade.  The  rebels  pass- 
ively watched  the  movements  of  the  Uaioo  forces  under  the 
impression  that  they  were  engaged  in  a  review,  and  they 
were  not  undeceived  until  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  the 
evil  The  battles  occupied  several  days  and  resulted  in  a 
complete  victory  for  the  Union  forces. 

The  details  of  this  important  contest  are  thus  given  by 
one  who  witnessed  the  whole  action : 

Reports  had  noma  in  during  the  nioraing  of  Monday  tiiat  the  enemy 
was  evacuating- the  ridge  in  our  front.  On  eiamicatioii  it  was  found  that 
they  were  engaged  in  some  kind  of  movement,  and  abo«t  noon  General 
Thomas  detormined  upon  a  reconnoisaance  to  learn  the  meaning  of  hia 
manisuvrea,  and  also  for  developing  his  rightj  it  teicg  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable interest,  in  view  of  Sherman's  movements,  to  know  how 
strongly  Bragg  was  posted  on  the  ridge  about  the  tunnel  Goneral 
Wood's  Division  was  selected  to  make  the  rcconnoissanoe,  and  at  one 
o'clock  he  had  moved  his  three  brigades  into  line  in  an  open  field  east  of 
the  city,  and  immediately  under  the  siege  guna  of  Port  Wood.  General 
Howard's  Corps  having  oroased  the  river  from  Lookout  Valley,  deployed 
into  line  as  a  reserve,  while  General  Sheridan,  of  Granger's  Corpa,  and 
the  troops  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  General  Palmer,  were  drawn  up  in 
line  in  case  of  a  necessity  arising  for  them.  General  Palmer  also 
showed  liimself  threateningly  down  the  valley  of  Chattanooga  Creek, 
making   his    advance  well    beyond   Dohb'a    house.     Woid's    route,  as 
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chosen,  was  to  be  to  the  left  of  the  road  to  Blaciford's  house  on  Mis- 
sion Ridge  i  but  the  force  headed  for  two  prominent  hiJls  a  little  to  the 
nortli  of  this  road,  and  tbo  riglit  hardJy  rested  on  the  Blackford  road 
wlien  the  day  was  over. 

I  have  meniioned  two  prominent  peaks  or  hilla  in  Wood's  front. 
These  are  eiaotly  one  mile  from  Port  Wood,  and  lie  west  of  Citico  Croek, 
a  little  stream  running  between  tliis  small  ridge  and  Uission  Itidgo, 
The  principal  of  these  peaks  is  called  by  the  citizens  "Orcliard  Knob," 
and  the  rebels  had  used  it  as  a  redoubt  in  their  outer  tine.  The  ap- 
proach to  it  was  down  and  across  an  open  slope  from  Fort  Wood  and 
then  across  a  heavily-wooded  plain  General  Wood  began  his  move- 
ment down  this  slope,  and  across  this  plain  at  half-past  one  P.  u.  At 
the  moment  Wood  began  to  move,  General  Granger  ordered  the  siege 
guns  in  Fort  Wood  to  open  on  the  enemy's  first  position,  ana  jmmedi- 
alelj  (he  black  monsters  bellowed  a  hoarse  challenge  to  the  enemy 
who  now  began  to  appear  on  Missiooarj-  Ridge  in  quite  a  strong  force, 
as  also  in  the  valley  below  and  toward  us.  Wood  moved  forward  in 
admirable  stylo,  his  skirmishers  driving  in  the  strong  picket  line  of  the 
enemy  with  ease.  Through  the  open  field  the  hne  moved  unwaver- 
ingly, and  not  with  undue  haste,  as  if  seeking  lo  gain  the  cover  of  the 
woods  in  their  front,  but  in  the  style  of  veterans  proud  of  their  leader ; 
and,  knowing  that  from  iheramparls  of  Mirt  Wood  they  wen.  watched  by 
Generala  GruTit,  Thomas,  Oranyer,  and  Howard,  each  seemed  to  feel  that 
he  was  part  of  a  scene  which,  even  in  this  warlike  age,  has  been  seldom 
witnessed.  There  was  no  stra^ling.  There  were  none  who  seemed  so 
poor  and  spiritless  as  to  stra^le  in  the  presence  of  men  who  had  led  at 
Vicksburg  and  Chickamauga,  or  of  troops  that  had  stood  at  G  ettjsburg. 
So,  when  they  disappeared  in  tlie  woods  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  and 
their  position  became  revealed  only  by  the  smoke  of  battle,  which  rose 
above  the  tree  tops  and  drifted  away  toward  Mission  Eidge,  a  general 
buzz  of  admiration  went  up  from  the  spectators  in  the  fort,  and  eitendeil 
to  the  more  distmgiiished  heroes  of  Ticksburg  and  Chickamauga,  On 
entering  the  woods  the  advancing  line  became  quite  warmly  engaged, 
and  at  a  quarter  of  two  o'clock  a,  very  brisk  musketry  Sre  enveloped  the 
whole  of  Wood's  front.  The  enemy  was  found  posted  behind  ratlier 
rudo  but  good  ride-pits,  and  in  strong  force.  But,  though  they  got  in 
upon  Wood  a  heavy  and  quite  destructive  fire,  it  did  not  for  a  moment 
halt  him.  On  reaching  the  foot  of  Orchard  Knob  he  Ordered  a  charge, 
and  with  a  cheer  the  men  went  at  it,  pushed  up  the  Knob  in  admirabla 
order,  while  the  rest  took  the  riflo-pits,  driving  the  enemy  out  in  eonfusioni 
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and  Beouring  oue  liLindrod  and  fifty  men  and  nine  ofBcorH  of  an  Alabama 
regiment.  Another  force  ftallantly  assaulted  oiid  carried  tlie  ridge  to 
the  right  of  Orchard  Knob,  driving  the  rebels  from  their  pits  on  the 

Although  now  far  advanced  icward  the  enemy's  line  of  works  on  tho 
ridge,  General  Wood  found  his  flanlis  entirely  unmolested.  He  discov- 
ered the  position  taken  to  be  a  very  strong  one,  easily  held,  in  short 
cannon  range  of  the  enemy's  eampa  along  Citico  Creek,  and  within  reach 
of  the  heavy  line  established  by  them  on.  the  summit  of  Mission  Ridga; 
and  finding,  after  some  time,  that  the  enemy  remained  quiet,  "Wood  re- 
ported the  fiict  to  General  Granger,  who,  on  orders  from  General 
Thomas,  instructed  Wood  to  intrench  himself;  and  at  the  same  time  sent 
word  he  would  protect  his  flanks. 

In  order  t«  support  Wood  in  this  situation,  General  Thomas  ordered 
General  Howard,  with  his  two  divisions,  to  move  &om  his  position  as 
reserve  behmd  Wood,  and  to  go  into  line  on  Citico  Creek,  elosmg  his 
right  well  upon  Wood's  left,  and  retiring  the  left  of  the  corps.  He  got 
into  position  without  much  fighting,  other  than  some  pretty  heavy  skir- 
mish :ng  with  a  small  force  of  rebels  in  a,  second  line  of  rifle-pits  beyond 
Citico  Croek,  Approaching  these  pits  m  front,  Gener^  Howard  found 
their  occupants  prepared,  and  disposed  to  make  a  strong  resistance.  In 
order  to  avoid  a  bloody  affdr,  General  Granger  sent  a  brigade,  of 
Wood's  Division,  hitherto  in  reserve,  through  some  woods  io  the  right 
of  the  rebel  works.  The  enemy,  fiiidiog  himself  thus  flanked,  and  at 
the  same  time  heavily  pressed  by  Howard,  hastily  fled  to  the  stronger 
position  at  the  foot  of  tho  mountain. 

.  Simultaneously  with  Howard's  movement  General  Sheridan's  Division 
-Granger's  Corps — was  moved  forward  to  support  Wood's  right,  and 
went  into  position  in  ecAelon  on  the  left  without  any  fighting.  The 
enemy,  finding  that  our  men  were  intrenching  (Jiemselvea  on  Orchard 
Knob,  began  about  five  o'clock  a  vigorous  shelling  of  that  point.  Al- 
though this  was  kept  np  from  three  batteries  until  darkness  had  set  in, 
no  damage  was  done. 

Dunng  the  night  the  position  talten  by  Wood,  and  the  forces  which 
came  up  to  support  him,  right  and  left,  was  materially  strengthened  by 
buildir^  rough  rifle-pits  a  few  yards  in  froat  of  those  of  the  rebels 
which  had  been  taken.  A  battery  was  moved  forward  from  Fort  Wood 
and  posted  on  Orchard  Knob,  where  it  remained  during  the  rest  of  tho 
operations.    There  may  have  ijeen  other  batteries  on  the  front  line  at 


5,  but  if  so  I  did  not  see  them. 
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that  the  heavy  guns  of  Fort  Wood  took:  part  in  the  three  days'  opera- 
tions, throwing  heavy  sheila  upon  Miasion  Ridge  with  great  accuracy. 

General  Palmer  moved  ditring  the  nighl  a  poiiion  of  hia  corps  to  the 
left  of  hia  poaition  during  the  day,  and  stood  ready  at  dflwn  to  continue 
his  demousliatious  dowu  Chattanooga  VaUey,  oi  to  aid  the  left  centre, 
under  Granger,  in  an  aaaault  on  tlie  ridge.  No  dispositon  appeared  on 
Palmer's  part  to  force  a  pathway  down  the  valley,  as  this  would  have 
broken  the  rebel  liue  to  no  purpose,  aa  they  could  well  afford  to  retire 
from  Uie  valley  entirely  in  order  to  hold  Mieaion  Ridge.  Tlie  aim  of  Gen- 
eral Grant  appears  to  have  been  to  weaken  the  rebel  centre  on  Mission 
Ridge,  in  order  that  lie  might  at  once  take  the  ridge  and  break  thoir 

Kight  found  the  situation  very  slightly  altered,  aave  in  the  centre, 
where  we  had  asaumed  a  strong  position  and  threatening  attitude.  But 
the  rebels  did  not  appear  to  be  much  troubled  at  this.  They  rattier 
apprehended  the  movement  of  Sherman,  which  it  was  evident  they  had 
Buspeoted.  During  the  last  hours  of  the  afternoon  it  was  seen  from 
Orchard  Knob  that  a  long  column  of  rebels  waa  moving  to  the  north,  and 
diaappearing  about  tlie  more  formidable  hUla  at  tlie  tunnel  or  north  end 
of  Mission  Ridge.  It  was  evident  that  Bra^  had  an  inkling  of  Sherman's 
purpose  to  cross  on  the  ensuing  morning  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek, *aDd 
was  massing  against  him;  but  whether  to  oppose  his  crossing  or  to  hold 
the  hill  remained  at  fbat  time  a  matter  of  doubt.  The  enemy  in  front 
of  Wood  allowed  that  enterprising  olficer  to  rest  in  peace  during  the 

Dlghf 


♦  Mr.  W.  F.  G.  Shanks's  dispatch  to  tlie  i\>w  Fort  lipoid. 
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CHAPTER   L. 

THE   SECOND  I>AT.— LOOKOUT  MOUtiTAIN. 

The  second  day's  operations  are  tlius  described  by  tlie 
same  correspondent : 

Tuesday  morning,  November  24th,  waa  gloomy,  threatoniag  rain,  and 
until  quite  lale  our  foreea  remained  inactive.  On  the  centre  Granger's 
and  Palmer's  Corps  maintained  the  silence  of  the  night  just  past^  and 
only  a  few  guns  from  Port  Wood  disturbed  the  rebel  centre.  The  day 
was  choaeo  for  operations  on  the  flanks,  and  for  that  purpose  Hooker 
and  Sherman  began  to  more  quite  early. 

ItwiJlba  remembered  that  General  Howard's  Corps  (the  Eleventh) 
had  crossed  tlie  river  and  gone  into  camp  in  Chattanooga  on  Sunday. 
On  Moo  'lay  he  vi'aa  held  in  reserve,  and  went  in  lata  in  the  day  to  sup- 
port General  Wood's  left.  On  Tuesday  morning  hia  corps  was  selected 
by  General  Grant  to  open  communications  by  the  eaat  side  of  tho  Ten- 
neaaee  River  with  General  Sherman.  It  waa  about  ten  o'clock  wheu  one 
of  hia  divisions  crossed  Citioo  Creek,  near  its  mouth,  and  began  pushing 
northward  in  search  of  General  Sherman.  Knding  the  centre  deatined 
to  remain  quiet,  I  pushed  towards  the  left,  and  found  General  Howard. 
The  whole  of  the  valley  between  Miaaion  Ridge  and  the  Tennessee  River, 
and  between  Citioo  and  Ohiekamauga  Creeks,  is  one  vaat  corn-fleld. 
Through  this  lay  the  course  of  General  Howard. 

Learning  that  General  Sherman's  position  was  not  over  two  miles  and 
a  half  distant.  General  Howard  sent  one  of  hia  atatf  on  the  dangerous 
mission  of  trying  to  End  General  Sherman  alone.  The  skirmiahera  were 
thrown  forward  until  the  hne  became  dangerously  extended,  and  none 
of  General  aierman'a  troops  wore  found.  The  staff  officer  departed  on 
hia  miaaion  of  danger;  buj  by  keeping  close  to  the  river  auceeeded  In 
croaaing  and  recrossing  tho  gap  without  being  captured.  General 
Howard,  on  receiving  hia  report,  ordered  the  division  to  push  further  to 
the  left,  and  started  outto  seek  General  Slierman.     I  pursued  the  same 
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route  and  soon  found  General  Shermiin'H  troops,  and  was  stanfling  on 
tho  unfinished  pontoon  bridge  wliieli  General  Sherman  was  building, 
when  General  Howard  came  up.  The  last  boat  of  the  bridge  was  being 
placed  in  the  centre  of  tlie  stream  as  General  Howard  arriyed,  and  intro- 
duced himself  acrosa  the  slight  gulf  between  the  two.  At  the  moment 
of  its  occurrenee  this  was  a  meeting  of  considerable  interest  to  roe,  but 
coming  to  write  about  it  I  find  I  cannot  get  up  the  same  amount  of  en- 
thusiasm that  I  then  felt  at  tlie  reflection  of  Uiese  two  man,  representing 
the  extreme  armies  of  the  country,  meeting  thus  upon  the  same  field. 
Sherman,  on  the  north  end  of  iJie  bridge,  dressed  loosely,  with  a  worn 
gum  overcoat  thrown  around  him,  was  directii^  the  completion  of  the 
bridge ;  and,  aa  soon  as  the  boat  was  put  in,  sprang  over  and  shook  tlie 
liand  of  the  princely  Howard.     It  was  exactly  at  noon. 

I  found  on  inqiiii^  that  General  Sherman  had  at  an  early  liour  thrown  a 
portion  of  one  of  his  divisions  across  the  river,  under  the  protection  of  a 
battery,  and  subsequently  the  other  dlrisions,  the  greater  portion  being 
crossed  by  the  steamer  Dunbar,  which,  captured  two  months  ago,  at 
Chattanooga,  had  Ijeen  repaired,  and  was  now  serving  good  and  loyal 
Immediately  on  arriving  he  had  thrown  up  strong  rifle-pite 
3  lines,  covering  the  approach  to  the  bridge  and  adding  much 
strength  to  a  naturally  strong  position.  Tlie  troops  of  his  corps  at  the 
hour  of  noon  held  these  works  and  were  waiting  for  a  division  of  the 
Fourteenth  Corps,  to  cross  the  rirer  and  take  up  position  in  the  works. 
This  division  had  been  sent  General  Sherman  in  place  of  Osterhaus, 
who  was  acting  with  General  Hooker,  and  was  now  being  used  by 
Sherman  as  a  reserve. 

This  divisiO(i  crossed  the  river,  and  went  into  line  within  the  works 
about  an  hour  after  tlie  meeting  between  Howard  and  Sherman.  At 
the  same  momeht  General  Sherman  gave  bisol  top  prefran 
attack.  By  ttlis  hour,  one  o'clock  p.  11.,  tlie  d  ly  m  h  h  had 
heen  threatening  us,  began  to  fall,  and  the  obj    t    f  th  It  was 

soon  hid  from  view.    General  Sherman  stood  p    m        t  hdl  to 

the  left  of  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  having  succe  d  d,  tl  h  d  of 
two  orderlies,  and  m  despite  of  the  rain,  in  ligbti  g  g  tood  puf- 
fing away  at  one  end,  chewing  at  the  other,  and  b  g  11  th  t  could 
be  seen  in  the  country  before  him.  Around  him  were  gathered  at  this 
lime  Generals  Frank  Blair,  Moi^an  L.  Smith,  Bwing,  John  W.  Corse, 
and  Howard.  The  troops  of  the  several  divisions  were  encamped  juat 
in  front  of  him,  whQe  on  the  left  and  rear  Davis's  artillery  was  thun- 
dering over  the  bridge.    In  a  very  quiet  tone  Sherman  gave  his  orders 
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to  form  for  He  assault,  remarking  that  the  onemj'  ivaa  reported  hoayy 
in  hia  frone.  The  formation  aa  ordered,  was  echelon  on  the  left,  Gene- 
ral Morgan  L.  Smith's  Division  beins  "is  lefti  John  El.  Smith  the  centre, 
anil  Eming  the  right.  The  left  was  to  keep  well  towards  Chickamanga 
Creek,  "and,"  added  Sherman,  "I  want  you  to  keep  up  the  formation, 
400  yards  distance,  until  you  get  to  the  fool  of  tlie  hill." 

"  And  shall  we  keep  it  after  that?"  asked  Ewing. 

"You  may  go  up  the  hill,"  answered  Sherman,  ''if  you  like,  and 

Gioneral  Davis  having  got  into  position,  and  the  troops  having  been 
ananged  as  ordered,  General  Sherman  gave  the  orders  to  ciove  to  the 
assault.  They  were  couched  in  very  common  terms,  but  which  ought 
to  be  preserved :  "I  see  Davis  is  up.  I  guess  you  may  as  well  go  on, 
and  take  the  hill."  In  a  few  moments  after  the  three  columns  were 
tnoving. 

Soldiers  are  vary  different  beings  nnder  the  two  different  circum- 
Btancea  of  receiving  and  making  an  attack.  In  tlie  first  case  they  are 
seldom  or  never  composed,  cool,  and  quiet.  Put  men  behind  breast- 
works to  receive  an  assault,  and  the  delay  In  the  attack  creates  anxiety, 
which  develops  into  mental  eieitement,  which  finds  vent  in  noise  and  a 
certain  restlessness  of  person.  Going  to  the  assault  they  are  different 
beings.  I  watched  oareftiUy  the  columns,  as  they  moved  out  to  the  as- 
sault on  Tuesday,  each  believing  that  the  nest  step  brought  his  ad- 
vance against  that  of  the  enemy.  The  silence  was  painfully  noticeable. 
&.  command  given  at  one  end  of  the  corps,  could  be  distinctly  heard  at 
the  other.  The  men  looked  serious,  and  rather  gruff,  and  were  pain- 
foUy  quiet.  They  conversed  with  each  other  but  seldom;  and  then  in 
tinder  tones.  All  appeared  anxious  to  preserveth'eir  weapons  from  the 
TfOD.  They  moved  in  perfect  order.  But  though  one  might  fail  to  no- 
tice this,  tlie  mostfCasual  student  of  Imman  nature  could  hardly  fail  to 
observe  how  serious  those  men  were.  And  he  would  know,  too,  that  it 
was  not  the  I'ain  which  dampened  their  spirits.  Ever  and  anon  they 
would  glance  at  the  hill  which  Ihey  were  approaching,  and  it  was  easy  to 
Bee  why  they  looked  serious.  Perhaps  they  compared  the  hills,  in  their 
own  minds,  to  the  Walnut  Hills  of  Vieksburg ;  but  I  do  not  think  there 
was  one  man  there  who  feared  to  test  the  question  of  victory  or  tfefeat 
there  and  then. 

But  It  was  not  destined  that  Tuesday  should  witness  a  conflict  for 
these  hills.  General  Slierman  had  anticipated  skirmishing  before 
reaching  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  it  haviug  boon  reported  by  citizens 
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that  the  enemy  hold  tho  poailjon  in  strong  force.  But  tlie  foot  of  Ihs 
hill  was  reaohpd,  after  short  delay,  without  any  serious  skirmishing, 
on!j  a  few  shells,  fram  Tunnel  Hill,  passed  over  our  heads,  and  ex- 
ploded among  the  colored  pioneers,  who  followed  in  the  rear,  doing  no 
damage,  but  causing  the  negroes  to  loso  all  respect  for  orders  to  "  close 
up." 

The  enemy  made  no  opposition  to  the  occupation  of  the  extreme  end 
of  the  ridge.  General  Sherman  was  in  possession  of  this  at  about  four 
o'clock  P.  M.  It  then  appeared  that  the  hills  occupied  were  aeparated 
from  Mission  Ridge   by  a  narrow  valley,  through  which  the  rallroail 


The  hills  occupied  hy  Sherman  were  three  in  number, 
lar  in  shape,  bending  around  and  north  of  the  and  of  Mission  Eidge. 
The  end  of  the  ridge  is  generally  and  yery  properly  called  Tunnel  HilL 
It  overlo(Jis  and  commands  the  hills  of  which  General  Sherman  found 
himself  in  peaceable  possession;  and  on  examination  he  found  that  the 
labor  Bijll  remained  to  be  done.  A  close  inspection  of  the  ground  and 
the  enemy's  position  dotermined  Sherman  lo  occupy  tho  semicircular 
ridge  with  hia  centre  and  right,  aod  throw  his  left  still  further  to  the 
left,  and  in  the  region  of  Myer's  mill.  The  division  moved  promptly  to 
this  position  and  took  possession  of  the  valley  from  the  foot  of  the  hills 
to  Chicltamauga  River,  securing  at  tlie  time  about  one  hundred  rebels 
engaged  in  building  rails  of  fallen  timber  with  which  to  destroy  our 
pontoon  bridges. 

Ao  eiamination  of  the  enemy's  position  revealed  him  on  the  top  and 
at  tha  foot  of  tliB  next  hill— Tunnel  Hiil.  On  the  summit  he  was  en- 
gaged in  sliengthening  a  lai^  bastion-shaped  work  (Fort  Buckner),  and 
was  working  with  great  vigor  and  a  lar^-  force,  ag  if  the  fort  liad  not 
been  previously  completed.  At  th^  foot  of  the  mountain  and  near  the 
west  end  of  the  tunnel  a  force  of  about  one  brigade  occupied  and  held 
the  heavy  railroad  bank. 

General  Sherman  ordered  the  erection  of  defences  on  the  ridge  he 
had  occupied,  and  flndii^  he  did  not  propose  to  push  further  during  the 
little  of  daylight  loft  him,  I  left  his  corps  and  proceeded  to  join  that  of 
General  Hooker,  which  had  been  enguged  all  day. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  proposed  plan,  and  to  keep  the  enemy's 
lines  as  much  extended  as  possible,  it  was  neceRaory  that  Hooker  and  Sher- 
man should  attack  the  lines  simultaneously.  General  Hooker's  task  was 
to  assault  Lookout  Mountain,  aod  in  the  event  of  finding  a  weak  force 
holding  it,  or  the  faii.ire  of  the  enemy  to  weaken  tlie  rest  of  their  lino 
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in  order  to  hold  the  moumam,  to  take  posseaaion  of  it.  It  waa  thought 
that  as  Tunnel  HiUwaaof  vast  importance  to  the  rebela,  and  Lookout  of 
tlie  same  value  to  us,  that  they  would  strougly  defend  both.  General 
Hooker  had  only  one  diyiaiou  of  Slocuni's  Corps  to  make  the  aasajlt 
with,  but  was  re-enforced  before  the  attack  was  made  by  a  divisiou  of 
Sherman's  Corps,  and  two  brigades  of  the  Fourth  Corps. 

The  rebela  occupied  the  west  side  or  slope  of  Lookout  Mountain  in 
very  strong  force,  and  also  the  fVont  or  spur  of  the  mountain.  It  must 
alio  be  remembered  that  it  is  not  a  regular  slope  from  the  summit  of 
Lookout  to  the  foot,  but  that  the  first  twenty-flve  or  tliirty  feet  of  the 
descent  is  perpendicular  rooks,  or  wiiat  is  generaUy  understood  to  be 
meant  by  "  palisades."  These  are  very  high  and  grand,  and  there  are 
but  two  routes  by  which  they  can  be  oyercome.  One  of  these  is  a  gap 
twenty  miles  south  of  the  river,  aud  was  held  by  the  rebels.  The 
other  is  by  the  road  to  Summertown,  which  is  laid  down  upon  the  map. 
It  winds  up  the  east  side  of  the  mountain,  ascending  tho  palisades  by  a 
steep  declivity  and  a  narrow  road.  General  Hooker's  plan  of  operation 
was  to  get  possession  of  this  road.  To  do  so  was  to  gain  poaseasion  of 
the  mountain. 

He  began  hia  operations  early  on  the  .morning  of  Tuesday,  and  by 
eight  o'clock  hia  column  was  moving  up  Lookout  VaUey,  and  to  the 
surprise  of  the  enemy  on  tho  point  of  the  mountain,  it  disappeared  in 
the  forest  south  of  Wauchatehia.  But  here,  filii^  his  troops  to  tJie  left. 
General  Hooker  began  the  difficult  task  of  the  ascent  of  the  mountain ; 
but  meeting  with  no  opposition  he  was  enabled  to  do  this  in  a  short  time. 
The  head  of  iJie  column  having  reached  the  palisades  went  into  line 
of  battle  facing  lo  the  north,  and  with  tie  right  resting  against  tlie 
palisados,  stretched  down  th^mountain  slope. 

General  Hooker  then  formed  a  second  line  of  the  two  brides  of  the 
Fourth  Corps,  which  had  been  sent  him,  the  remaining  division  forming 
a  third  line,  and  held  in  readiness  to  aid  any  part  of  the  line  which  might 
need  it.  Thus  arranged,  the  corps  was  ordered  forward,  with  a  heavy 
line  of  skirmishers  thrown  out,  and,  marcliing  along  the  slope  of  the 
ridge,  soon  came  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  who,  unsuspecting  such  u 
movement  so  absolutely  opposed  to  all  the  military  rules  by  whicii 
Bragg  Sghts,  were  taken  completely  by  surprise.  Before  those  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  could  comprehend  the  situation,  the  Union  skirmishers 
hud  penetrated  far  towards  the  point  of  tlie  mountain,  and  now  got  in  a 
heavy  fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  trying  to  escape  up  the  hill,  while 
our  men  assauJted  them  from  above — a  most  compltte  reverse  to  tlie  late 
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Situation.  At  the  same  time  our  batteries  on  Moccaein  Point  and  iliosa 
of  the  rebels  on  Lookout  Mountain  opened  a  heavy  Are  upon  each  other, 
and  soon  tiie  whole  mountain  waa  hid  from  view  in  Chattanooga  by  tlie 
cloud  of  smoke  which  rose  above  and  around  it. 

Thus  taken  in  rear  and  flank,  the  enemy  made  but  litOe  orgacizad  re- 
sistance, but  their  skn'mishers  for  a  long  time  liept  up  a  heavy  fire  from 
beliind  jutting  rocks  and  from  trees.  Tlioy,  hovfever,  were  forced  back 
by  the  heavy  Bljirmish  line  under  General  Hooker,  and  the  enemy  on  the 
point  of  the  mountiiiu  gradually  gave  way,  and  fell  back  in.  some  disoi^ 
der  tatlie  line  of  hreaativorks  on  the  east  slope  of  the  mountain,  at  Car- 
lin's  house.  Tho  Union  troops  llien  swung  around  until  his  line  was 
parallsi  with,  tliat of  tlie  enemy,  and  again  advanced;  but,  met  by  organ- 
ized and  well  directed  resistance,  for  a  time  recoiled  and  hesitated. 

It  was  now  that  the  friLits  of  the  strange  movement  of  Hooker  began 
to  develop  thBmselves.  The  Union  line  had  moved  around  the  spur  of 
the  mountain  and  on  tho  east  side  with  such  rapidity  that  the  enemy 
stationed  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  and  along  the  river  had  no  time  to  escape, 
and  onr  troopa  began  to  secure  them  by  hundreds.  Kvery  jutting  rook, 
every  thicket  of  undergrowth,  and  many  a  hollow  tree,  on  examination, 
disclosed  their  secrets  in  tlie  shape  of  prisoners.  Each  regiment  en- 
gaged seemed  to  have  secured  enough  to  have  filled  their  ranks,  and  the 
provost-marshal,  who  appeared  to  take  charge  of  them,  soon  found  his 
hands  fuU,  Tlio  number  thus  captured,  General  Hooker  estimated  on  the 
spot  at  two  thousand,  but  on  counting  them  it  was  found  the  eiact  num- 
ber secured  was  only  ono  thousand  three  Imndred  and  sixty.  They  rep. 
resented  themselves  to  be  from  Stevenson's  Division,  and  it  was  soon 
discovered  that  thej-  wore  the  unerchangod  prisoners  taken  by  Grant  at 
Vicksburg.  I  have  talked  with  several  of  these  men  since,  and  T  have 
no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  they  conscientiously  believed  that  they 
had  been  exchanged.  Certam  it  is  that  it  had  been  so  represented  to 
these  men,  and  officers  and  men  with  whom  I  have  conversed  freely  on 
tho  subject,  express  great  indignation  at  their  own  government  and 
terror  of  ours.  I  attempted  to  convince  theeo  men  that  though  oiir 
government  would  hold  all  officers  who  had  been  guilty  or  cognizant  of 
tills  outrage  to  a  etiict  accountability  to  the  laws  of  nations  on  tho  sub- 
ject, it  would  at  the  same  time  be  too  merciful  to  ptinish  those  who  had 
already  been  victims  to  the  deceptions  of  their  friends.  This  was  con- 
solation to  tlie  men,  who  were  terribly  frightenedat  tije  prospect  of  punish- 
ment ;  but  the  more  inleiligent  of  the  officers  seemed  to  fear  Teiy  little 
the  power  of  the  government  to  puuisli  tliom. 
17 
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An  eiarcination  of  the  enemy's  poBition  revealed  him  beljind  very 
heavy  and  strong  breastworks  running  diflgonaflj-  aeroaa  a  large  oppa 
field,  of  which  CarlLn's  house  is  the  centre.  The  works  were  very  strong, 
and  doep  rifle-pits,  and  posted  behind  tliem,  to  the  right  of  Cariin's 
house,  were  two  pieces  of  light  artillery.  The  enemy  had  not  yet  open- 
ed with  these,  but  was  preparing  to  do  so  as  soon  sa  our  line  should 
appear  out  of  the  woods  and  advanciog  across  this  open  field,  Goueral 
Hooker,  after  a  close  eiaroination  of  tills  position,  made  a  new  disposition 
of  his  force  and  began  a  systematic  assault  upon  the  works.  Every 
advantage  was  now  with  the  enemy,  and,  with  re-enforcements  to  the 
Bitent  of  his  losses  in  prisoners,  he  could  have  held  the  raonotain  against 
General  Hooker's  combined  force.  But  the  re-enforcementa  were  not 
forthcoming.  The  weakened  enemy  had  to  contract  bis  line  to  the 
works  immediately  across  the  field,  and  in  doing  so  left  hia  right  flank 
eiposed. 

Now  began  the  heavy  struggle  of  the  day.  Sending  two  regiments 
to  hold  the  road  which  crosses  the  spur  of  the  raountam  from  the  east, 
he  advanced  the  rest  of  his  forces  U)  Ihe  front  line.  An  advance  was 
immediately  ordered,  ajid  for  an  hour  and  a  half  (it  was  now  two  o'clock 
p.  M.)  a  very  heavy  sharpshoolors'  fight  was  kept  up.  I  cannot  expect 
to  give  any  clear  idea  of  this  engagement.  It  was  no  place  to  manceuvre 
columns.  Each  man  and  company  fought  upon  his  ind  its  "  own  hook," 
From  Chattanooga  nothing  was  vis  ble  save  the  m  "tv  smoke  n  hich  en- 
veloped and  hid  the  mountain.  B  t  beneath  tl  s  the  (ximbatants  saw 
each  other,  and  here  they  contin  ed  to  fight  with  desper  t  on  until 
four  o'clock,  when  there  came  a  t  de  in  Hookers  fortune  -shchhe  did 
not  fail  to  take  at  the  flood. 

The  skirmish  line  was  enabled,  nder  cover  of  the  trees  vh  ch  grew 
along  that  part  of  the  ridge,  to  advance  much  nearer  the  rebel  line  than 
those  in  the  immediate  iiont  of  the  enemy  and  the  open  field.  It  was 
also  upon  the  flank  of  the  position;  and  the  weakness  of  the  enemy 
having  compelled  him  to  contract  his  left,  a  lodgment  was  found  very 
near  their  rifle-pits.  General  Hooker,  upon  being  informed  of  this,  at 
four  o'clock  ordered  a  charge  of  the  lino,  and  through  a  heavy  and  rapid 
fire,  kept  up  for  five  long  minutes — and  minutes  are  sometimes  very  long 
— the  men  dashed  forward  upon,  over,  and  into  the  abandoned  pits.  The 
enemy  had  seen  the  long  line  of  ateel  that  glittered  even  amid  the  rain 
which  was  pouring  upon  tliein,  and  they  couldn't  stand  that.  They  also 
saw  troops  upon  their  left  flank,  and,  filled  with  that  holy  horror  which 
old  Boldiera  have  for  '■flank  movements,"  they  oouldn't  stand  that. 
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They  fell  back,  abandoning  works,  artillarj,  and  position,  bat  BtiU  bedding 
the  important  Summertown  road. 

But  the  enemy,  though.  fLmked  and  oTerpoi,veted,  did  not  appear 
diapoaed  to  leave  us  in  quiet  posaeasioa  of  his  works  and  guns.  He 
hastily  reformed  his  Hnca  and  prepared  to  aaaaultin  turn.  The  Union- 
ists had  hardly  occupied  the  captured  position,  or  been  able  to  remove 
the  captured  guns,  beforo  the  enemy  returned  to  the  attack.  He  preaaed 
forward  with  great  vigor  and  gained  ground  very  rapidly  at  first,  but 
found  in  his  way  the  same  obatade  of  the  open  field,  while  he  did  not 
haTO  the  advantage  of  superior  numbers.  As  aooa  as  it  came  to  close 
work,  his  rapidly  advancing  lines  were  halted  very  suddenly  by  the 
terrible  fire  .which  was  now  poured  in  upon  him.  Ke  continueii,  how- 
ever, to  fira  rapidly,  and  with  aome  execution  upon  our  line,  but  would 
have  been  ultimately  repulsed  without  other  assistance,  had  not  a  very 
serious  obataclB  presented  itself. 

Men  in  line  of  battle  very  soon  expend  their  iimniuni  don.  In  a  skir- 
miahing  engagement,  like  that  they  were  then  having,  Ihey  dispose  of  it 
even  more  rapidly.  Wo  were  nearly  out  of  ammunition,  and  the  jonmiand- 
ii^  officer  had  serioua  fears  he  would  have  to  rehnquish  possession  of  the 
works  if  his  cartridge-boies  wore  not  soon  replenished.  Geueral  Hooker, 
anticipating  this,  had  sent  for  ammimltion  at  an  early  hour  after  getting 
possession  of  the  road  across  the  spur  of  the  mountain ;  but  the  difficulties 
of  the  uncertain  pontoon  bridges  had  prevented  his  getting  any.  Ho  again 
asked  focit,  and  this  time  it  came,  and  at  the  opportune  moment.  The  men 
were  beginning  to  fall  out  of  line  occasionally,  en  tirely  out  of  ammunition ; 
for  when  a  man  puts  hia  hand  behind  him  and  into  his  cartridge-boi,  to 
findno  cartridges  there,  agooddealofhls  confidence,  if  not  courage,  oozes 
out  at  tlie  ends  of  his  lingers,  with  which  he  thought  co  grasp  the  death- 
dealing  messenger.  The  line  was  beginning  to  be  thinned  by  men  who 
had  fired  their  siity  rounds,  when  the  ammuuitlon  which  General 
Thomas  had  sent  aprat^  across  Chattanooga  Greek.  Tlie  enemy  had 
begun  to  perceive  his  advantage  and  to  push  forward,  when  this  ammu- 
nition inarched  up  the  hill.  The  enemy  had  even  ventured  upon  a  shout 
of  assured  victory,  when  this  ammunition  deployed  into  line  and  double- 
quicked  across  tbe  open  field,  and  sprang  into  the  vacated  placea. 
There  were  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  rounds  of  it,  strapped  upon 
the  backs  of  as  good  men  aa  had  stayed  with  Thomas  at  Ciiiekamauga^ 
and  in  ten  minutes  after  it  reached  the  works  it  had  repulsed  the  enemy  I 
The  re-eufoi'OBments  which  ao  opportunely  arrived  consisted  of  a  brigade 
of  the  Pourteonth  Corps,  and  upon  it  devolved  the  remainder  of  the  labor 
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of  the  day.  It  was  divrk  by  tlie  tijce  the  enemy  wore  repulsed,  and  those 
who  stayed  in  Chattanooga  describe  this  figlit  aa  the  most  rnagnifloent 
view  of  the  grand  panorama  of  war  which  we  have  juat  witnessed.  It 
waa  just  beginning  to  be  dark  enough  to  see  the  Saah  of  the  musliets, 
and  still  light  eoough  to  distinguish  the  goneral  outline  of  the  contend- 
mg  masses.  The  niountain  was  lit  up  by  the  firra  of  the  men  in  the 
second  line,  ajid  the  flash  of  musketry  and  artillery.  An  unearthly  noieo 
rose  from  the  mountain  as  if  the  old  monster  was  groaning  with  the 
punishment  the  pigmy  combatants  inflicted  upon  him  as  well  as  upon 
each  other.  And  during  it  all,  the  grsat  guos  on  the  summit  continued, 
as  in  rage,  to  bellow  defiance  at  the  smaller  guns  of  lloocasin  Point, 
which,  with  hghtor  tone,  and  more  rapidly,  as  if  mocking  tho  imbecility 
of  its  giant  enemy,  continued  to  fire  till  the  day  roared  itself  into  dark- 

The  enemy  fell  back  aftor  his  repulse  to  a  point  covering  the  Snmmer- 
town  ascent  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  and  for  the  remainder  of 
the  night  confined  himself  to  the  defence  of  that  defile  and  to  the  evac- 
uation of  the  mountain. 

Subsequently,  about  midnight,  the  enemy,  t«  cover  his  retreat,  made 
an  assault  upon  the  Union  lines,  but  though  they  did  some  execution 
they  were  handsomely  repulsed. 

General  Hooker  made  a  great  reputation  by  this  attack  with  the  men 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  As  his  lines  would  advance  aiter 
night,  the  men  could  see  his  flrea  springing  up  and  locating  his  new 
line.  As  each  line  became  developed  by  these  fires,  those  on  the  moun- 
tain could  plainly  distinguish  the  cheers  of  their  comrades  below.  One 
of  the  expressions  used  by  a  private  who  waa  watching  the  fires  from 
Orchard  Knob  has  already  grown  into  the  dignity  of  a  camp  proverb. 
On  seeing  die  line  of  camp  fires  advanced  to  Carlin's  house  and  beyond 
the  rifle-pita  of  the  enemy,  a  soldier  in  General  Wood's  command  sprang 
up  from  hla  reclining  position  on  Orchard  Knob,  and  eiclaimed : 
"Look  at  old  Hooker  1     Don't  be  fight  for  'keeps?'" 

The  sequel  of  the  fight — the  morning's  handsome  epHoguB  to  the 
night's  drama — is  already  known.  Hooker  found  th.e  enemy  gone,  and 
the  assault  of  Lookout  Mountain  had  not  been  in  vain.* 

The  foUomng  is  General  Grant's  modest  dispatch  with 
regard  to  the  operations  of  the  second  day: 

♦Mr.  W.  F.  G.  Siiauks's  dispatch. 
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.  Ceattamooga,  Nov.  2i — G  P.  M. 
Major  Genera!  H.  W.  Hallbck,  Generalria- Chief,  Washington,  D,  0. : — 

Tlia  figliting  to-day  progressed  fayorably. 

General  Sherman  carried  the  end  of  Missionary  Ridge,  and  his  riglit 
is  now  at  the  tnnnel,  and  his  left  at  Chickamaiiga  Creek, 

The  iroopa  from  Lookout  Valley  carried  the  point  of  the  mountain, 
and  now  liold  the  extern  slope  and  point  high  up. 

I  cannot  yet  tell  the  amount  of  casualties,  but  our  loss  is  not  heavy. 

General  Hooker  reports  two  thousand,  prisoners  taken,  besides  which 
a  small  number  have  fallen  into  our  liands  fVom  Missionary  Eidge. 

U.  S.  Gbakt,  Mcjar- General 

In  the  above  dispatch  General  Grant  says  nothing  ahout 
himself,  or  in  what  manner  he  had  participated  in  the 
struggle,  although  from  the  correspondent's  account  it  is 
clearly  seen,  that  notwithstanding  his  crippled  condition 
he  anxiously  watched  the  movements  of  the  troops  at  a 
position  withia  cannon  shot  of  the  enemy. 

The  following  is  the  rebel  dispatch  concerning  the  con- 
tent: 

MisSiOS  EmQE,  Nov.  2i,  1S63. 
To  General  S.  Cooper 

We  hare  had  a  prolonged  stru^le  for  Lookout  Mountain  to-day,  and 
auBtained  considerable  loss  ra  one  div  sion.  Elsewhere  the  enemy  has 
only  man(euvred  for  pj'iitiun 

BitAiTON  BRiGG,  General. 
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CHAPTER  LI. 

THIRD  DAT.-— TUJTNBL  HILL. — AMISSION  RIDGE. 

The  battle  raged  as  fiirionsly  on  the  third  day  aa  on  those 
precediog,  and  is  thus  described  : 

GBneral  Hooker  pursued  tho  retrealjng  enemy  on  top  of  the  moun- 
taius,  but  did  not  Buccoed  in  coming  up  with  him.  He  deaoGnied  tlie 
mountain,  however,  at  Hickajaak  trace,  and,  crossing  the  Chattanooga 
Creek  Valley,  made  the  ascent  of  Mission  Ridge  at  or  near  the  old  batUe 
field  of  Chickamaaga.  Here  he  was  to  tliE  south  of  RossviHe  and  ia  the 
rear  of  the  rebel  hne  in  Chattanooga  Valley,  entirely  out  off  from  the 
rest  of  our  army,  but  perfectly  able  to  take  care  of  himself.  Ho  began 
lo  move  north  on  top  of  Mission  Ridge,  and  arrived  at  an  opportune 
moment  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Breckinridge. 

Weary  with  watching  Hooker  the  night  previouB,  it  was  late  before  I 
reached  Orchard  Knob  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday.  At  the  first 
glanco  I  thought  the  situation  here  unchanged;  but  upon  a  closer  ex- 
amination r  saw  that  the  masit  of  night  had  been  used  to  cover  very  ei- 
tensive  preparations  for  hard  work.  The  relinquisliiiig  of  Lookout 
Mountain  had  evinced  the  rebel  intention  to  defend  Mission  Ridge  with 
vigor,  and  in  answer  to  this  sensible  play  of  the  rebels.  General  Grant 
had  deviled  lAe  strength  of  forces  seeded  lo  storm  the  ridge.  Wood  had 
boeu  chosen  to  storm  the  heights  at  Elackfords.  General  Grant  had 
added  to  his  force  that  of  General  Baird.  Sheridan  had  been  chosen 
to  make  tho  assault  at  Thurman's  house,  and  a  brigade  was  added  to 
his  force.  General  Palmer  had  taken  command  of  tEeae  in  person,  while 
General  Gordon  Granger  assumed  command  of  the  divisions  of  Wood 
and  Baird.  Under  the  cover  of  the  forest  m  which  they  rested,  these  two 
formidable  columns  were  hid  from  view  from  Mis^on  Ridge,  and  there 
were  no  rebels  on  Mission  Ridge  to  signalize  tho  important  information 
to  Bra^,  who  kept  heod-tiuartera  at  Blaokfords.  Tiie  men.  were  in  ei- 
cellent  spirits.  They  had  rested  well  from  their  Monday's  labor,  and 
their  souls  had  been  cheered  by  sccinir  Hooker's  camp  flros  on  Lookout 
ond  Sherm.'jn's  on  Mission  Ridge.    Daylight  had  revealed  the  siguai 
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flags  waring  on  Lookout,  and  tlie  artillery  of  Sbermaa  opening  from 
liLs  position  OD  Fort  Bui^liner.  General  Wood  was  enjoying  himself 
hugely,  and  called  to  me  to  stay  and  aeo  the  finest  work  of  the  day ; 
but  I  had  Eeen  General  Jlawlicgs,  of  Grant's  sta^  dash  away  a  few 
minutes  bafora  towards  Fort  Wood,  and  I  know  that  he  bad  gone  to 
6re  the  signal  for  lie  assault,  and,  putting  spurs  to  the  (not)  noble  ass 
whicb  I  had  pressed  into  service  in  delkult  of  a  good  horse  I  bad  bro- 
ken down  the  day  before,  I  dashed  off  to  see  Sherman's  flght. 

I  found  General  Howard's  Corps  moving  to  the  left,  taking  core  to 
eipose  itself  as  much  as  possible  to  rebel  eyesight,  Tbe  corps  subse- 
quently reached  General  Sherman,  and  were  sent  to  strengthen  Lis  leii 
in  a  movement  up  Chiokamauga  Creek. 

On  reaching  the  Bummit  of  the  semi-alreular  shaped  bills,  wbiab 
General  Sherman  had  occupied  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  I  found  he  had 
strengtliened  his  positioD  by  strong  riSe-pits,  and  bad  put  four  pieces  of 
artillery  on  the  right  of  his  line,  on  tiie  hills,  and  a  section  on  tha  otlier 
estreme,  thui  getting  ia  an  enfilading  fire  on  Fort  Buckner.  I  asked 
the  dislaneo  from  tbo  right  position  to  Fort  Buckner,  and  by  the  eleva- 
tion given  to  the  guns  it  was  reported  to  be  a  fraction  over  900  yards. 
A  short  time  after  my  turival  this  battery  again  became  rather  seriously 
engaged  with  a  rebel  battery  in  Fort  Bueltner,  whicb  was  kept  up  for 
half  au  hour,  to  the  evident  discomfiture  of  the  rebels.  With  the  eioep- 
tion  of  tliB  artillery,  the  line  was  as  quiet  and  composed  as  if  m  camp, 
or  as  wcro  throe  of  our  high  privates,  whom  I  saw  sitting  in  a  clustflr 
to  the  left,  making  entries  in  their  diaries.  Three  private  soldiers, 
under  fire,  entering  in  diaries,  in  plain,  legible  cbirt^aphy,  the  events 
of  the  day,  is  a  spectacle  only  seen  in  the  army  of  the  Union.  It  is  one 
of  the  sights  which  causes  one  to  reflect,  and  which  will  long  retain 
hold  upon  his  memory. 

The  operations  of  the  day,  on  General  Sbennan's  part,  bc^n  by  an 
attack  on  his  tight  upon  the  enemy  posted  behind  the  railroad  bank  at 
Glass  Station.  This  attack  was  mado  at  ten  o'clock,  and  resulted  in  a 
repulse  of  tbe  assaulting  Union  troops,  after  a  short  fight,  bo  weakly 
made  and  so  early  dropped  that  I  imagine  it  was  intended  to  develop 
the  enemy  and  his  strength  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  artillery  on  the  hill 
which  began  to  pour  upon  the  rebels  a  very  destructive  fire  of  sliolls, 
which  exploded  above  them  in  handsome  style.  The  Union  commander 
recalled  his  troops  after  they  bad  fully  drawn  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and 
awaited  fiirther  developments  on  the  lell 
I  find  myself  using  the  pronoun  of  the  egotist  rather  oftener  than  il 
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modest,  perhaps ;  but  tli3  history  of  tha  Srat  eyeats  of  tho  battle  must 
necessarilj  be  matters  of  personal  obsoiTatiou— and  that  must  be  my 
apology.  On  going  to  the  left  of  the  ridge  I  found  gatJiered  together 
there  Generals  Sherman,  Blair,  M.  L.  Smith  and  Lightburn,  watching 
the  ro-enforooment  by  General  Corse's  command  of  three  regiments  of 
General  Lightbum's  Brigade,  wlueh  had  succeeded  in  effecting  a  lodg- 
ment on  Tunnel  Hill,  and  upon  whidl  the  enemy  was  still  at  work  on 
Fort  Buokner.  General  Blair  pointed  out  the  situation  to  mo,  remark- 
ing, "When  we  take  one  hill  it  looks  as  if  there  was  another  to  bo 
tnken."  But,  alter  a  moment's  pause  and  silent  observatioa  of  Tunnel 
Hill,  he  added,  "When  we've  got  that  we'll  be  done."  I  don't  know 
that  Coneral  Blair  thonghtwe  shonld  be  repulsed;  but  I  imagine  he 
did  when  he  made  that  last  remark. 

General  Corse,  with  his  eoiamaiid,  mounted  the  hill  in  good  slyle,  and 
reached  the  crest  without  any  dilScalty  or  opposition,  as  other  troops 
had  also  aucceoded  in  doing;  for  you  must  understand  that  Fort  Buck- 
ner  was  not  faiilt  immediaiely  on  the  edge  of  the  hiil.  That  is,  you 
reached  the  top  and  tho  plateau  before  you  got  under  the  fire  of  the 
fort;  bat  the  moment  you  began  to  move  over  tiie  pLiteati  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  wa^  likely  to  open  ont  upon  you.  General  Corse,  taking 
pommand,  formed  tho  whole  force  under  the  crest  of  the  hill,  his  own 
imnied-ite  command  on  tlio  right,  with  the  other  three  regiments  on  tlie 
lefL.  It  was  just  eleven  o'clock  when  a  tremendous  volley  from  the 
enemy  revealed  the  fnct,  patent  only  to  good  field-classes,  that  Corse 
had  mjiehed  over  the  crest,  was  on  tho  plateau,  and  was  ohnr^ng  on 
Fort  Biicknor.  Tho  opening  chonis  was  well  worlliy  to  he  the  prologue 
of  the  day's  drama,  for  it  bad  all  the  merit  of  brevi^  and  briskness.  K 
lasted  but  ten  minutes.  The  men  foU  back  under  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
but  they  left  their  dead  and  wounded  in  the  enemy's  rifle-pits.  As 
they  retreated  our  batteries  openoii  upon  the  pursuing  enemy,  who  ap- 
peared in  heavy  force.  TIiIb  ably-ilireoted  fire  covered  the  retreat  so 
well  that  tho  enoiny  were  unabla  to  pursue  to  the  creat  of  tlie  hill. 

Tills  column  hid  iia.dly  fjlLn  bioktoits  positiou  when  from  tho 
r^jit  appeared  another  Union  biigade,  pushing  steadily  and  rapidly 
E'.ro's  some  open  fields  in  a  peismtent  and -stronger  attack  upon 
the  railroad  banl.  at  this  station.  Tlie  enemy  gave  him  a  wa^iii 
reception  m  front,  but  one  of  the  Union  regiments  appearing  upon 
their  left  flank,  and  our  batteries  openmg  on  them  from  their  right 
they  failed  to  =tand  ti-o  assault,  onl  iii=til/  nhandoning  it  fied  tip  the 
hiil  to  tho  fort.     Our  nion  wera  so^-.i  in  ijt'Tmanii-.it  occupation  of  tho 
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bant,  and  £fom  it  contimied  to  Gre  on  tho  retreating  rebels  until  tha 
last  one  found  safely  liehind  the  mud  walla  of  Fort  Euckner. 

While  this  had  been  goiDg  on,  General  Corse  was  re-euforoed  by  a 
portion,  perhaps  all,  of  another  brigade,  and  the  position  vacated  by 
liini  was  tliott  filled  by  the  Eleventh  Corps  of  Generil  Howard,  nhich 
alxiut  this  time  double-quicliBd  across  the  ridge  and  went  into  position 
on  the  left  eitreme.  A  second  assault  was  now  ordered  and  deneral 
L^htburn,  who  had  been  anxiously  watching  tiie  ai-tion  jo  ned  the 
portion  of  Ms  brigade  on  the  hill,  and  assumed  oommand  cf  tue  whole 
assaulting  column.  He  ordered  the  movement  to  beg  n  imm  diitely, 
and  a  more  desperate  and  bloody  assault  than  the  former  was  made 
The  combat  had  no  salient  point  to  be  described  it  nao  simply  a 
steady  and  slow  advance  of  the  whole  lino  lo  withm  a  few  do7cu  yards 
of  the  fort,  occupying  three  quarters  of  an  hour  and  then  a  rapid 
retreat  to  the  former  position  at  the  crest  of  tlie  hill,  leaving  the  dead 
and  wounded  in  the  handa  of  the  enemy ;  and  between  their  outer  rifle 
pits  and  Fort  Buekner,  Grenerals  Corse  and  Giles  Smith,  seriously 
wounded,  were  carried  into  the  valley  in  the  rear— the  one  to  lose  his 
leg,  and  the  other  probably  to  die.  Coreeand  Smith  gone,  the  troops 
were  reformed  in  a  new  line  of  battle  by  Lightbum,  and  under  orders 
tiio  liue  lay  down  to  rest  and  await  the  attack  of  the  enemy  should  he 
venture  to  make  one.  From  this  time— quarter  alter  twelve,  was  the 
time  which  this  repulse  took  place — until  half-past  one  there  was  a 
pause  in  Sherman's  battle.  This  he  occupied  in  inditing  a  message  to 
Grant,  and  in  preparing  for  a  more  datermmed  assault.  The  centre  of 
the  line  at  Ordiard  Knob  noted  the  time  by  rapid  and  vigorous  firing. 
I  employed  the  time  by  esamining  the  hospitals  in  roar  of  llie  lately 
assaulting  party,  and  I  found  at  the  old  log  hut,  which  was  being  used 
as  an  hospital,  and  in  the  side  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  many  a  brave  heart 
that  had  grown  suddenly  silent  to  the  praises  which  comrades  were 
murmuring  over  tliom. 

On  leaving  the  valley  and  tlie  hospitals  I  returned  to  tlie  point  on 
(he  right  of  the  ridge,  where  the  guns  were  posted.  Here  I  found  that 
a  Union  brigade  had,  disdaining  the  protection  of  the  railroad  bank, 
rushed  forward  and  was  now  skirmishing  witli  the  enemy  for  the  pos- 
session of  an  abrupt  ledge  of  rocks,  which,  outcropping  from  the  hill 
side,  afforded  a  secure  portion  to  an  attacking  column,  at  a  point  not 
more  than  fifty  yards  from  Fort  Buekner,  which,  let  it  i>e  noticed,  was 
nei\r  the  crest  of  the  west  side  of  tlio  liill,  up  which  tho  brigade  was 
now  movin,-;.  The  brigade  cveutHally  griineil  posseSBlon  of  this  by  half- 
17* 
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past  one  o'clock,  when  a  second  brigade  moveti  upon  its  left  and  rear. 
This  brigade  got  into  position  without  any  Beriou3  sldrmishing.  But 
while  this  force  was  moving  up,  tbe  enemy  had  continued  to  pour  into 
Ihe  advance  not  only  a  cootinuouB,  though  harmless  fire  ormiialietry, 
but  had  devised  and  put  into  elocution  a  system  of  warCire  wortliy  of 
the  ancients.  Tliey  began  thromag  stones.  And  tliis,  too,  with  such  an 
effect,  that  they  soon  grew  to  be  as  great  a  terror  to  our  boys  as  gun- 
Iraats  were  formerly  to  the  rebels.  These  stones — huge  in  size^partly 
tlirovTD  down  tlie  mount^n,  would  leap  over  the  outjutting  rocks  and 
fall  upon  onr  mea  with  great  force,  doing  mucli  dam^e.  The  men  at 
length,  unable  to  bear  this  flre,  demanded  to  be  led  against  the  fort,  and 
<iiil  nish  forward,  but  met  with  such  a  heavy  Ere  that  in  their  tempo- 
raiily  disordered  stale  they  were  unable  to  stand  it,  and  breaking, 
turned  and  fled,  only  the  color-bearer  of  one  of  the  regiments  remaning 
in  position.  Here  he  continued,  waving  his  Bag,  until  the  retreating 
forces  having  met  in  descending,  the  second  advancing  brigade  turned, 
mUied,  and  again  marched  in  good  order  to  the  position  formerly  held 
by  it,  and  rescued  their  colors  from  the  enemy,  who  was  making  a 
charge  for  their  possession.  The  color-bearer  remained  unhurt.  The 
two  brigades  now  laid  down  again  when  the  enemy  bcgau  again  hla 
fire  of  atones,  but  Med  this  time  to  break  the  line,  though  the  troops 
were  much  harassed  by  this  novel  expedient  to  dislodge  them. 

Xot  content  with  the  strength  of  the  column  which  lay  now  resting 
on  the  hill.  General  Siiorman  ordered  two  other  regiments  to  move  up 
to  the  left  and  rear  of  those  forces,  in  order  to  support  it.  These  regi- 
ments moved  forward  and  took  up  a  strong  position  about  nalfway  up 
the  bill.  He  had  no  sooner  gotten  into  position  than  the  other  troops 
moved,  and  began  »  advance  up  the  hill,  with  loud  shouts  of  encour- 
agement. The  enemy  sprang  to  their  guns,  and  from  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery and  a  long  line  of  musketry  a  heavy  and  destructive  fire  was 
poured  upon  them  Instantly  the  last  two  reginients  sent  by  General 
Sherman,  though  out  of  Ijreatli  in  climbing  halfway  up  the  hill,  pushed 
forward  in  support  of  this  perhaps  premature  assault.  Thehill  at  this 
time  fitfully  flaslied  and  flared  with  flame,  and  the  columns,  the  flags, 
the  figures  of  both  foe  and  friend  being  plainly  visible,  there  was  pre- 
sented the  most  magnificent  vision  of  war  which  has  yet  l>een  vouchsafed 
mo.  I  cannot  and  dare  not  attempt  ic  describe  it.  If  the  reader  can 
imagine  two  hosts  thus  stru^ling,  his  iraagination,  lioweverweak,  can- 
not fail  to  draw  a  subliiner  picture  than  ray  pen  ;  and  however  bright  that 
hnagination  may  be,  it  eannot  fnil  to  fall  fir  short  of  the  subihno  reality. 
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Througt  a  half  hour  or  slow,  toilsome  ascent  did  this  keep  on.  The 
enemy  continued  without  intermisBion  to  pour  canister  and  mualset  balls 
into  the  column  whose  euccesa  they  appeared  so  mucli  to  foaj.  Our 
men  toiled  on  slowly,  making  but  one  wild  dash  at  the  guns,  from  which 
tliey  came  back  maddened  with  ri^e  at  their  fiulure.  Prom  their  lino 
the  fire  leaped  upward  to  almost  meet  that  of  the  enemy  they  wore  ap- 
proaching.   Success  seemed  within  our  very  grasp,  and  when — 

It  wos  a  partial  repulse,  but  that  momentary  episode  of  the  battle 
will  reflect  undying  honor  on,  the  army  of  which  those  repulsed  troops 
focmedapart.  Iknow  not  the  cause— the  rebel  artillery  may  have  been 
concentrated  upon  it,  but  one  b  'gad   b    k      b    k     '      tf  f    *on, 

I  thought,  as  I  saw  it,  and  th    m      cam    m  h  ^      h  The 

others  still  stood,  and  the  re-         cem  n  m    d  w  rd. 

But  the    retreating  troops   d  fl  h  at 

the  moment  they  were  pass   g  nf       m  fB  ng 

forward  among  them,  seized  h       g  and 

stuck  it  in  the  ground.     I  saw     m  ce  h     h  ad 

and  point  up  the  hi!L  I  could  not  hear  his  voice,  but  the  men  did,  and 
as  if  by  magic — which  will  bo  forever  a  mystery  to  me— that  routed 
column  turned,  turned  instantly,  and  in  a  single  second  was  marching 
up  the  hill,  as  firmly  and  as  strongly  formed  as  that  of  the  newly  arrived 
troops,  and  apparently  form mg  a  part  of  them.  Not  a  man  went  further 
than  whore  the  ro-enforoements  were  mot,  and  there  all  turned  and  re- 
charged as  if  it  were  a  movement  they  had  been  practising  for  years. 

And  then  this  whole  line  pushed  forward  ag^u— certainly  the  moat 
wonderful  display  of  human  nature  under  thorough  discipline  I  have 
ever  beheld  or  imagmed.  Both  brigades  had  broken  once;  yet  now, 
after  half  an  hour's  fight,  they  again  returned  to  the  fight  by  the  side 
of  a  third  leader.  It  is  to  me,  writing  it,  perfectly  incomprehensible,  and 
I  turn  to  my  notes  to  see  if  my  memory  is  not  at  feult.  But  no — the 
wonderful  achievement  is  there  in  black  and  white— the  very  hour 
marked  and  noted,  and  just  beneatli  It  is  a  still  more  wonderful  achieve- 
ment in  the  last  charge  and  repulse. 

It  was  just  at  a  quarter  after  two  o'clock  that  the  forces  then  m  line 
made  a  last  grand  charge  at  the  rebel  works,  fifty  yards  in  front  of  them. 
The  line  was  perfect  now,  though  Ihe  Sbroam  of  wounded  liiat  straggled 
to  the  rear  made  it  look  ragged.  The  order  was  given,  and  tliey  push- 
ed forward.  It  was  but  a  short  walk  before  breakfast,  tliat  fifty  yards, 
but  it  was  no  child's  play  to  charge  over  it.  Double  shntted  wilb 
canister,  the  rjbel  tjuns  thundered  upon  our  men  ;  and,  alas!  w;  co'ilJ 
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see  it  was  fearfliJlj' thinning  oiirstill  advancing  ranks.  But  atiU  our  boys 
presssd  oa— sEorn,  rigid,  boldly,  grandiy,  I  saw  them  with  niy  glass 
draw  tho  blue  oloth  cap  down  over  their  eyes,  as  if  seeking  to  hide  the 
fearful  flame  that  devoured  tliem.  A  few  more  yards  and  a  few  more 
lives,  and  the  lebel  battery,  the  rebel  position  was  ours. 

We  did  not  «-in  it  liere.  The  enemy  was  forced  to  call  for  help — to 
draw  from  his  centre — and  at  Uiis  moment,  when  all  was  ours,  they 
poured  in  from  their  left  around  the  hill,  and  got  in  upon  our  boys  a 
damnable  flank  and  cross  fire  that  it  was  perfectly  iuiposaible  to  oppose. 
This  force  proved  to  bo  very  heavy,  and  came  iiito  the  engagement  at 
double-quick.  Our  line  crumbled  almost  instantaneously.  A  few  hun- 
dred faced  about  and  fought  a  running  light  to  the  rear ;  but  the  main 
body  turned  and  rettoatsl  But  there  was  no  panic,  no  despair.  They 
saw  they  had  failed  and  were  overcome.  ITioy  retreated,  but  not  mail- 
ing wildly  and  fiiriously  far  U>  Oie  rear.  The  powerful  aided  the  weak, 
and  the  strong  bore  off  the  WTDunded. 

The  west  sldo  of  t!ie  hill  was  soon  cleared  of  all  but  our  wounded 
and  the  rebels.  These  latter  pushed  around  the  hill,  under  the  fire  of 
our  guns,  until  they  suddenly,  and  apparently  unexpectedly,  came  upon 
Iiigbtburn,  who  had  during  all  this  remained  perfectly  quiet,  but  ivho 
now  sent  tliem  howling  to  their  holes. 

At  this  moment  I  was  standing  near  Oio  bronze  Ggure  of  Sherman. 
Aa  our  men  retreated  down  the  hill  I  saw  him  bite  off  the  end  of  a  cigar, 
light  it,  take  a  puff  or  two,  and  then,  tnrning  to  one  of  his  aides,  saiJ, 
"  Tell  Lightbum  to  intrench  and  go  into  position."  He  then  sat  Aovm  to 
write  a  dispatch.    I  knew  the  battle  of  Tunnel  Hill  was  over. 

We  had  been  repulsed.    I  may  say  bloodily  repulsed. 

But  the  enemy  had  been  forced  to  commit  the  Ixtsl  srrer.* 

The  following  interesting  aciwnnt  of  tlie  battle  of  Mis- 
eion  Ridge  is  giyeii  hy  an  eye-witness. 

The  iron  heart  of  Sherman's  column  began  to  be  audible,  like  tlie  fall 
of  great  trees  m  the  depth  of  the  forest,  as  it  beat  beyond  the  woe  ds  on 
tlie  extreme  left.  Over  roads  Indescribable,  and  conquering  lions  ot 
dillicuities  that  met  him  all  the  way,  he  liad  at  length  arrived  v,-lth  hia 
command  of  the  Army  of  tlie  Tennessee.     The  roar  of  his  gims  waa  lite 
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the  strikiDg  of  a  great  cloek,  and  grow  nearer  and  louder  as  the  morn- 
ing wore  away.  Along  the  centre  all  was  still.  Our  men  lay  as  they 
had  lain  since  Ttiesday  night,  motioniess  behind  the  works.  Generals 
Grant,  fkomas.  Granger,  Meigs,  ITmter,  Reynolds,  were  g-.miped  at  Or- 
chard Snob,  here ;  Bragg,  Ereokiaridge,  Ilardoe,  Stevens,  Cleburn,  Bates, 
Walker,  were  waiting  on  Mission  Ridge,  yonder.  And  the  northern 
clock  toiled  OB  I  At  noon,  a  pair  of  steamers,  screaming  in  the  river 
across  the  town,  toliing  over,  in  tlieir  own  wild  way,  our  mountain  tri- 
umph on  the  right,  pierced  tlie  hushed  breadth  of  air  between  two  linos 
of  battle  with  a  n"te  or  two  of  tlio  musio  of  peaceful  life. 

At  one  o'clock  tho  signal  ll^g  at  Port  Wood  was  a  flutter.  Scanning 
the  horizon,  another  flag,  glancing  like  a  lady'a  handkerchief,  showed 
white  across  a  field  lying  high  and  dry  upon  the  ridge  three  miles  to  the 
northeast,  and  answered  back.  Tlie  centre  and  Sherman's  Corps  had 
spoken.  As  the  hour  went  by,  all  semblance  to  falling  tree  and  toll- 
ing cbck  had  vanished; -it  was  a  rattlmg  roar;  the  ring  of  Sherman's 
panting  artillery,  and  tlio  fiery  gust  from  tho  rebel  guns  on  TimnelHill, 
tho  pomt  of  Mission  Ridge.  The  enemy  had  massed  there  the  corps  of 
Hardee  and  Buekner,  as  upon  a  battlement,  utterly  inaeoesslble  save  by 
one  steep,  narrow  way,  commanded  by  their  guns.  A  thousand  men 
could  hold  it  against  a  host.  And  right  in  front  of  this  bold  abutment 
of  the  ridge,  is  a  broad,  dear  field,  skirled  by  woods.  Across  this  tre- 
mendous tlireshoid  up  to  death's  door,  moved  Sherman's  column.  Twice 
it  advanced,  and  twice  I  saw  it  swept  baok  in  bleeding  lines  before  the 
furnace  blast,  until  that  russet  field  seemed  some  strange  page  ruled 
thick  witli  blue  and  red.  Bright  valor  was  in  vain  ;  tliey  lacked  the 
ground  lo  stand  on;  they  wanted,  like  the  giant  of  old  story,  a  touch 
of  earth  to  make  them  strong.  It  was  the  devil's  own  corner.  Before 
them  was  a  lane,  whose  upper  end  tho  rebel  caunon  swallowed.  Mov- 
ing by  the  right  flank,  nature  opposed  them  with  precipitous  heights. 
There  was  nothing  for  it  but  straight  across  the  field,  swept  by  an  enfi- 
lading fire,  and  up  to  the  lane,  down  wUch  drove  the  storm.  They 
could  unfold  no  broad  front,  and  so  Kie  losses  were  less  than  seven 
hunilred,  that  must  otherwise  have  swelled  to  thousands.  The  musltetry 
fire  was  dehvered  with  terrible  empliasis ;  two  dwellings,  in  one  of  which 
Federal  wounded  men  were  lying,  set  on  fire  by  the  rebels,  began  to 
send  up  tall  columns  of  smoke,  streaked  red  with  lire ;  the  grand  and 
tho  terrible  were  blended. 

If  Sherman  did  not  attaio  the  height  and  roll  the  enemy  along  the 
Eidge  like  a  carpet,  at  lesst  he  rendered  spleniiid  Forvices,  for  he  had  a. 
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huge  ganglion  of  rebels  as  firmly  oa  tlieir  rigbt  as  if  he  held  them  in  the 
vise  of  the  "lame  Lemaiau,"  who  forged  the  thunderbolts, 

*  «  «  K  <l 

The  brief  November  afternoon  was  half  gone ;  it  was  jet  thundering 
on  the  left ;  along  the  ooutre  all  was  still.  At  that  very  hour  a  fierce 
assault  was  made  upon  the  enemy's  left  near  Eossville,  four  miles  down 
towards  the  old  field  ofChiekamaugo.  They  carried  the  Bidge ;  Mission 
Ridgo  Boems  everywhere — thoy  strewed  its  summit  with  rebel  dead; 
they  held  it.  And  thus  the  tips  of  the  Federal  army's  wide-spread 
wings  flapped  grandly.  But  it  hadnot  swoopad;  the  gray  quarry  yet 
perched  upon  Mission  Ridge ;  the  rebel  army  waa  terribly  battered  at 
the  edges,  but  there  full  in  our  front  it  grimly  waited,  biding  out  its 
time.  If  the  horns  of  the  rebel  creseenteouldnotbe  doubled  crushingly 
together,  in  a  shapeless  mass,  possibly  it  might  he  sundered  at  its  oen- 
tre,  and  tumbled  in  fragments  over  the  other  side  of  Mission  Ridge. 
Sherman  was  baited  upon  the  left ;  Ilookor  was  holding  hard  in  Chat- 
tanooga Valley ;  the  Fourth  Corps,  that  rounded  out  our  centre,  grew  im- 
patient of  restraint;  the  day  was  waning;  but  little  time  remained  to 
complete  tlie  Commanding  General's  grand  design ;  Gordon  Granger's 
hour  had  come ;  his  work  was  full  before  him. 

And  what  a  work  that  waa  lo  make  a  weak  man  feller  and  a  brave 
man  think  I  One  and  a  Imlf  miles  to  traverse,  wiUi  narrow  fringes  of 
woods,  rough  valleys,  sweeps  of  opan  field,  rocky  acdirities,  to  tlie  base 
of  the  ridgo,  and  no  foot  in  aU  the  breadth  withdrawn  from  rebel  siglit; 
no  foot  tliat  could  not  be  played  upon  by  rebel  cannon,  Uke  a  piano's 
keys,  under  Thalbej^''s  etormy  fingers.  The  base  attained,  what  then  ? 
A  heavy  rebel  work,  packed  with  the  enemy,  riamiiug  it  like  a  battlement 
That  work  carried,  and  what  iJien  1  A  hill,  stniggling  up  out  of  tha 
valley,  four  hundred  feet,  rained  on  by  bullets,  awept  by  shot  and  shell; 
another  line  of  works,  and  then,  up  like  a  Gothic  roof,  rough  with  ro:*s, 
a  wreck  with  fallen  trees,  four  hundred  more ;  another  ring  of  fire  and 
iron,  and  then  tJle  crest,  and  then  the  enemy. 

To  dream  of  such  a  journey  would  be  madness ;  to  devise  it  a  thing 
incredible ;  to  do  it  a  deed  impos^Ue.  But  Grant  was  guilty  of  them  all, 
and  Qi-aitger  was  equal  to  the  worh.  Tlie  story  of  the  battle  of  Mission 
Ridge  is  struck  with  immortality  already ;  let  the  leader  of  the  Fourth 
Corps  bear  it  company. 

That  the  centre  yet  lies  along  its  silent  line  is  still  trae  ;  in  five  min- 
utosit  will  be  tho  wildest  fiction,  let  us  take  that  littie  breath  of  grace 
for  just  oue  glfiace  at  the  surronudings,  since  we  shall  have  neither 
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heart  nor  eyes  for  it  again.  Md  ever  battle  havo  so  Tast  a  cloud  of  i^it- 
DessesT  The  hive-shaped  hills  have  swarmed.  Clustered  like  beee, 
blackening  the  house-topa,  lining  the  fortiflcations,  over  yonder  across 
the  theatre,  in  the  seats  with  the  Catilines,  evsi'yivlisre,  are  a  hundred 
thousand  beholders,  Thoir  eouIs  are  in  their  eyes.  Not  a  murmur  can 
you  hear.  It  is  the  most  eolema  congregation  that  ever  stood  up  in  the 
presence  of  the  God  of  battles.  I  thiolt  of  Bunker  Hill,  as  I  stand 
here;  of  the  thousands  whowltnesaed  tteiramortal  struggle;  and  fancy 
there  ia  a  parallel.  I  think,  too,  that  the  chair  of  every  man  of  them 
■will  stand  vacant  against  the  wall  to-morrow,  and  that  around  the  fire- 
side they  must  give  thanks  without  him,  if  they  can. 

At  hdf-past  three,  a  group  of  generals,  whose  names  will  need  no 
"  Old  Mortality"  to  chisel  Hiem  anew,  stood  upon  Orchard  Knob.  The 
hero  of  Vickaburg  was  there,  calm,  clear,  persistent,  far-seeing-. 
Thomas,  the  sterling  and  sturdy:  Meigs,  Hunter,  Granger,  Reynolds. 
Clusters  of  humbler  mortals  were  there,  too,  but  it  was  any  thing  but  n 
turbulent  crowd ;  the  voice  naturally  fell  into  a  subdued  tone,  and  even 
young  faces  took  on  the  gravity  of  later  years.  Genends  Grant,  Thomas, 
and  Grange''  conferred,  an  order  ibos  gieen,  and  in  an  instant  the  Knob  mas 
eJiarai  like  a  skip's  dec/e/or  action.  At  twenty  minutes  of  four,  Granger 
stood  upon  the  parapet ;  the  bugle  swung  idle  at  the  bugler's  side,  the 
warbling  flfeand  the  grumbling  drum  unheard: — there  was  to  be  louder 
talk — six  guns  at  intervals  of  two  seconds,  the  signal  to  advance. 
Strong  and  steady  his  voice  rang  out :  "  Number  one,  fire  1  Number 
two,  fire  I  Number  three,  firel"  it  seemed  to  me  the  tolling  of  the  clock 
of  destmy — and  when  at  "  Number  sii,  flre  I"  the  roar  throbbed  out 
with  the  flaeli,  you  should  have  seen  the  dead  line  that  had  been  lying 
behind  the  works  all  day,  all  night,  all  day  again,  come  to  resurrection 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye — leap  like  a  blade  from  its  scabbard,  and 
sweep  with  a  two-mile  stroke  towards  the  ridge.  From  divisions  to 
brigades,  from  brigades  to  regiments,  the  order  ran.  A  minute,  and  the 
skirmishers  deploy;  a  minute,  and  the  first  groat  drops  begin  to  patter 
along  the  hne;  a  mmule,  and  the  mnslretryis  in  full  play  like  the  crack- 
ling whips  of  a  hemlock  fire ;  men  go  down  here  and  there,  before  your 
eyes ;  the  wind  lifts  the  smoke  and  drifts  it  away  over  the  top  of  the 
ridge  ;  every  thing  is  too  distinct ;  it  is  fairly  paipalile ;  yon  eaa  toncli  it 
with  your  hand.  The  divisions  of  Wood  and  Sheridan  are  wading 
breast  deep  in  the  valley  of  death, 

Iniver  can  tell  jou  what  It  was  like.  They  pushed  out,  leavii^  nothing 
bfhiuti  them.    There  was  no  feserv.ition  in  tljat  battle.     On  moves  the 
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lino  f)f  akirmia'.iers,  like  a  hSHvy  frown,  and  after  it,  at  qnick  time,  the 
Bplendid  colurana.  At  right  of  us  and  left  of  us  and  front  of  ne,  you 
can  see  the  bayonota  glitler  in  the  sun.  You  cannot  persuade  pjurself 
that  Braifi;  was  wton^;,  a  day  or  two  ago,  whei!,  seeing  Hooker  moving 
in,  he  said,  "Now  we  Khali  havoa  Potomac  tetiow;"  that  this  ia  noithe 
parade  he  propliesied;  that  it  is  of  a  truth  tlie  harvest  of  death  to 
ivhich  tliey  go  down.  And  so  through  the  fringe  of  woods  went  the 
line.  Now,  out  into  the  open  ground  they  burst  at  tlie  double-quick. 
Shall  I  call  it  a  Sabbath  day's  journey,  or  a  long  one  and  a  half  mile? 
To  me  that  watched,  it  seemed  endless  as  eternity,  and  yet  tlmy  mado 
it  in  thirty  minutes.  The  tempest  that  now  broke  upon  their  bonds 
was  terrible.  The  eoomy's  Are  burst  out  of  the  rifle-pits  from  base  to 
summit  of  Mission  Itidge ;  five  rebel  batteries  of  Parrotta  and  Napoleons 
opened  along  the  crest.  Grape  and  canister  and  shot  and  eholl  Bowsd 
the  groimd  with  rugged  iron  and  garnished  it  with  the  wounded  and 
the  dead.    But  steady  and  strong  our  ooluions  moved  on. 

"By  baiiTPnl  It  WM  a  splendid  sfshi  to  Bee, 


but  to  nil  loyal  Jiearts,  alas !  and  thank  God,  those  men  were  friend  and 
brother,  both  in  one. 

And  over  their  beads  as  they  wcot,  Forts  Wood  and  Negley  struck 
straight  out  like  mighty  pugilists  right  and  left,  raioing  their  iron 
blows  upon  the  Ridge  from  base  to  crest;  Forts  Palmer  and  Eing  took 
up  tie  quarrel,  and  IToccasin  Point  craclted  its  flery  whips  and  lashod 
Uio  rebel  left  till  the  wolf  cowered  in  its  corner  with  a  growl  Bridges's 
hattery,  from  Orchard  Knob  boiow,  tlirust  its  ponderous  flsta  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy,  and  plauted  blows  at  wiU.  Our  artillery  was  domg  splen- 
did service.  It  L»id  its  shot  and  aLell  wherei^r  it  pleased.  Had  giants 
carried  them  by  hand  they  could  hardly  have  been  more  accurate.  All 
along  the  mountain's  side,  in  the  rebel  rifle-pits,  on  the  crest,  they  fair- 
ly dotted  tbo  Kldgo.  General  Granger  leaped  down,  sighted  a  gunj 
and  in  a  moment,  right  in  front,  a  great  volume  of  smoke,  like  "the 
doud  hy  day,"  lifted  off  the  summit  fhim  among  the  rebel  batteries,  and 
hung  motionless,  kindling  in  the  sun.  The  shot  had  struck  a,  caisson 
and  that  was  its  dying  breath.  In  flvo  minutes  away  floated  another. 
A  shell  went  crashing  through  a  building  in  the  cluster  liiat  marked 
Bragg's  hoad-qnortorg ;  a  second  killed  the  skeleton  lior^ts  of  a  battery 
at  Lis  elbow,  a  third  scattered  a  gray  mas^g  as  if  it  had  been  a  wasp's 
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And  all  Lhe  while  our  lines  were  moving  on;  tliey  had  burned 
through  the  wouds  and  swept  over  the  magh  and  rolling  ground  like  a 
prairio-Ilro.  Never  halting,  aovar  faltermg,  they  charged  up  to  the  first 
rifle-pits  with  a  cheer,  forked  out  the  rebels  with  their  bayonets,  and 
lay  there  panting  for  breath.  If  the  thunder  of  guns  had  been  terrible, 
it  was  now  growing  sublime;  it  was  Dke  the  footfall  of  Qod  on  the 
ledges  of  cloud.  Our  forts  and  batteries  still  thrust  out  Hieir  mighty 
arma  across  the  valley;  the  rebel  guns  that  lined  the  arc  of  the  crest 
full  in  our  iVont^  opened  like  the  fan  of  Lucifer,  and  convei^ed  their 
Are  down  upon  Baird  and  Wood  and  Sheridan.  It  was  rifles  and  mus- 
ketry; it  was  grape  and  canister;  it  waa  shell  and  achrapnel.  Mis- 
sion Hidge  waa  volcanic ;  a  thousand  lorrenta  of  red  poured  over  its 
brink  and  rushed  together  to  ila  base.  And  our  men  were  there,  halt- 
ing for  breathl  And  still  the  sublime  diapason  rolled  on.  Echoes  that 
never  waked  bstore,  roared  out  from  lieight  to  height,  and  called  from 
the  far  ranges  oniYatdron's  Ridge  to  Lookout.  As  for  Mission  Ridge, 
it  had  jarred  to  such  music  before;  it  WBS  tlie  " soundmg-board"  of 
Chiekamauga;  it  waa  WiifMi  us  then ;  it  frowns  and  flashes  in  our  fhces 
to-day;  tlie  old  army  of  the  Cumberland  was  tliere;  it  breasted  the 
storm  till  the  storm  was  spent,  and  left  the  ground  it  held;  the 
old  army  of  the  Cumberland  is  h^e!  It  shall  roll  up  the  Ridge  Kite  a 
surge  to  its  summit,  and  sweep  triumphant  down  the  otiior  side.  Be- 
lieve me,  that  memory  and  hopo  may  have  made  the  lieart  of  many  a 
blue-eoat  heat  like  a  drum,  "Keat,"  did  I  say?  The  feverish  heart  of 
tiie  lattk  beats  on;  Mj -eight  guns  a  minute,  by  the  watch,  is  the  rato 
of  its  terrible  throbbing.  Tliat  hill,  if  you  climb  it,  will  appal  you. 
Furrowed  Ulie  a  summer-fallow,  bullets  as  if  an  oak  had  shed  them; 
trees  dipped  and  shorn,  leaf  and  limb,  as  with  the  knife  of  some  horoio 
gardener  pruning  back  for  richer  fruit.  How  you  attain  the  aummit, 
weary  and  breathless,  I  wdt  to  hear ;  how  Oey  went  up  in  the  teeth  of 
tiie  storm  no  man  can  tell! 

Aud  ail  the  while  rebel  prisoners  have  been  streaming  out  from  the 
rear  of  our  lines  like  the  tails  of  a  cloud  of  kites.  Captured  and  dis- 
armed, they  needed  nobody  to  set  them  going.  The  firo  of  their  own 
comrades  was  like  spurs  in  a  horse's  flanks,  and  amid  tho  tempest  of 
their  own  brewing  they  ran  for  dear  life,  until  they  dropped  like  quails' 
into  the  Federal  rifle-pitK  and  were  safe.  But  our  gallant  legions  aru 
out  in  the  storm ;  they  have  carried  the  works  at  the  base  of  the  Ridge ; 
they  have  fallen  like  leaves  in  winter  weather.    Blow,  dumb  buglea ! 

Sound  the  reealll     "Take  the  rifle-pit,"  was  tho  order;  and  it  is  us 
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empty  of  rebels  as  the  tomb  of  the  prophets.  Shall  they  turn  their 
backs  to  the  blast?  Shall  they  sit  down  under  Die  eaves  of  that  drip- 
ping iron?  Or  shall  they  clinib  to  the  Kloud  of  death  above  ttiem,  and 
pluck  out  its  lightnings  as  they  would  straws  from  a  sheaf  of  wheat? 
But  the  order  was  not  given.  And  now  the  arc  of  fire  on  the  crest 
grows  fiercer  and  longer.  The  reconnoissance  of  Monday  liad  failed  to 
develop  the  heavy  metal  of  the  enemy.  The  dull  fringe  of  the  hill  kin- 
dles with,  the  Bash  of  great  guns.  I  count  the  fleeces  of  white  smoke 
that  dot  the  Ridge,  ss  batlery  after  battery  opens  upon  our  lino,  until 
from  the  ends  of  the  growing  arc  tliey  sweep  down  upon  it  in  mighty 
X'a  of  firo.  I  count  till  that  devil's  girdle  numbers  iliirteen  batteries, 
and  my  heart  cries  out,  "Great  God,  when  shall  the  endbel"  There 
Is  a  poem  I  learned  in  childhood,  and  so  did  you:  it  is  Campbell's 
"  Hoiienlindon."  One  Hne  I  never  knew  tho  meaning  of  until  I  read  it 
■written  along  that  liill  1  It  has  lighted  up  the  whole  poem  for  me  with 
the  glow  of  battle  forever; 


At  iJiis  moment  General  Granger's  aids  are  dashing  out  with  an 
order;  they  radiate  over  the  fleld,  to  left,  riglit,  and  from  ;  "  Take  the 
Eidge  if  you  can" — "Take  the  llidgo  if  you  can" — and  so  it  went  along 
the  line.  But  the  advanoo  had  already  set  forth  without  it.  Stout- 
hearted Wood,  tiis  iron-gray  veteran,  is  rallying  on  his  men;  stormy 
Tnreliin  is  delivering  brave  woi-ds  in  had  English:  Sheridan— "little 
Phil" — you  may  easily  look  down  upon  him  witliout  olunbing  a  tree, 
and  see  one  of  the  most  gallant  leaders  of  the  age  if  you  do — is  riding- 
to  and  fro  along  the  first  line  of  rifle-pits,  as  calmly  as  a  chess-player. 
An  aid  rides  up  with  the  order.  "  Avery,  tliat  fiask,"  said  the  General. 
Quietly  filling  the  pewter  cup,  Sheridan  looks  up  at  the  battery  that 
frowns  above  him,  by  Bragg's  liead-quarters,  shakes  his  cap  amid  that 
storm  of  every  thing  that  kills,  when  you  could  hardly  hold  your  hand 
without  catching  a  bullet  in  it;  and  with  a  "how  are  you?"  tosses  off  the 
cup.  The  blue  battle-flag  of  the  rebels  fluttered  a  response  to  the  cool 
salute,  and  the  nest  instant  the  battery  let  fly  its  sii  guns,  showeriDg 
Sheridan  with  earth.  Alluding  to  that  complimont  with  any  thing  but 
a  blank  cartridge,  the  General  said  to  me  in  his  quiet  way,  "  I  thought 

it nngenerousl"    The  recording  angel  will  drop  a  tear  upon  the 

word  for  the  part  he  played  that  day.    Wheeling  towards  the  men,  he 
cheered  thera  to  the  charge,  and  made  at  the  hill  like  a  bold-riding  hun- 
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ter;  they  were  out  of  the  rifle-pits  and  into  the  Wmpost  and  stri^igling 
up  the  steep,  before  you  could  get  breath  to  tell  it,  and  so  they  were 
throughout  the  inspired  line. 

And  now  you  have  before  you  one  of  the  most  startling  episodes  of 
Hie  war ;  I  cannot  render  it  in  words ;  dictionaries  are  beggarly  things. 
But  I  inay  tell  you  they  did  not  storm  that  mountain  as  you  would 
tliink.  They  dash  out  a  little  way,  and  liien  slacken ;  they  creep  up, 
hand  over  hand,  loading  and  flriog,  and  wavoring  and  halting,  from  tho 
first  hue  of  works  to  the  seaond;  they  hurst  into  a  chaj^  with  a 
cheer,  and  go  over  it.  Sheets  of  flame  haptize  thom ;  pliiaging  shot 
tear  away  comrades  on  left  and  right ;  it  is  no  longer  shoulder  to  shoul- 
der ;  it  ia  Goo  for  us  all  I  Under  tree-trunks,  among  rocLs,  stumhling 
over  the  dead,  struggling  with  the  living,  facing  the  steady  Are  of 
eight  thousand  infantry  poured  down  upon  tJieir  heads  ns  if  it  were  the 
old  historic  Curse  from  heaven,  they  wrestle  with  the  Ridge.  Ten,  fif- 
teen, twenty  minutes  go  by  like  a  reluctant  century.  Hie  battories  roll 
like  a  drum  ;  between  tiie  second  and  last  lines  of  rebel  works  is  the 
torrid  zone  of  the  battle  ;  the  hill  swaja  up  like  a  ivall  before  then)  at 
an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees,  but  our  brave  mouatdneers  are  clamber- 
ing steadily  on — up — upward  stilll  Tou  may  think  it  strange,  but  I 
would  not  have  recalled  them  if  I  could.  They  would  have  lifted  you, 
as  they  did  me,  in  fuU  view  of  Ihe  heroic  grandeur :  they  seemed  to  be 
spurning  the  dull  earth  under  their  feet,  and  going  up  io  do  Homeric 
battle  witli  the  greater  gods. 

And  wliat  do  those  men  follow  ?  If  you  look  you  shall  see  that  the 
thirteoo  thousand  are  not  a  rusting  herd  of  human  creatures ;  that 
along  the  Gothic  roof  of  the  Ridge  a  row  of  inverted  Va  is  slowiy  mov- 
ing up  almost  io  line,  a  mighty  lettering  on  the  hill's  broad  side.  At 
the  angles  of  those  Vs  is  something  that  ghtters  like  a  wing.  Tour 
heart  gives  a  great  bound  when  you  thuik  wliat  it  is — Oie  regimental 
/lag— and  glancing  along  the  front  coiint  fifteen  of  those  colors  that 
K1T0  borne  at  Pea  Ridge,  waved  at-  Shiloh  glonficd  at  Stone  River, 
riddled  at  Cliickamaugn.  Hobler  than  Osesar  s  rent  mantle  are  they 
all  I  And  up  move  the  banners,  now  fluttermg  like  a  wounded  bird, 
now  faltering,  now  sinking  out  of  sight  Three  tunos  the  flag  of  one 
regiment  goes  down.  And  )'ou  know  whv  Throe  dead  ooloc-ser- 
goauts  lie  just  there,  but  the  flag  is  immortil — thank  God  I— and  up  it 
comes  again,  and  the  V's  move  on.  At  tlie  1-lt  of  Wood,  three  regi- 
mentg  of  Baird — Turohin,  the  Russian  tliimderbult,  is  there — hurl 
themselves  against  a  bold  point  strong  with  rebel  works,  for  a  long 
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quarter  of  an  hour  three  flags  ara  perched  and  moiionlesa  on  3  platea'i 
under  the  frown  of  the  hill.  Will  they  hnger  forerev  7  I  give  a  look 
at  tliB  Bun  hehind  me ;  it  is  not  moro  than  a  hand's  breadth  from  the 
odge  of  the  mountain;  its  level  raya  bridge  the  valley  from  Chatta- 
nooga bi  the  Bidge  with  beams  of  gold. ;  it  sliinoa  in  the  rebel  faces ;  it 
bringa  out  the  Federal  blue;  it  toucbes  up  the  flags.  Oh,  for  the  voice 
tuatcould  bid  thateunatand  stiUI  Iturntothe  battle  again;  those 
three  flags  have  taken  flightl    They  are  upward  bound. 

The  race  of  the  H^s  is  growing  every  moment  more  terrible.  There 
at  the  right,  a  strange  iJiing  catches  the  eye ;  one  of  the  inverted  "V's 
is  turning  right  Bide  up.  The  men  strn^ling  along  the  eonveiifing 
lines  to  overtake  the  flag  have  distanced  it,  aod  there  the  colors  are, 
aiaking  down  in  the  centre  between  the  rising  flanks.  The  lino  wavers 
hke  a  great  billow  and  up  comes  the  hannar  again,  as  if  heaved  on  a 
surge's  sliou'der.  Tlie  iron  sledges  beat  on.  Hearts,  loyal  and  brave, 
are  on  the  anvil,  all  the  way  from  base  to  summit  of  Mission  Ridge, 
but  those  dreadful  hammera  never  intermit.  Swarms  of  bullets  sweep 
the  bill :  you  can  count  twenty-eight  balls  in  one  little  tree.  TMngs 
nra  groiving  desperate  up  aloft;  the  rebels  tumble  rocks  upon  the 
rising  I'uo ;  they  light  the  fuses  and  roll  shells  down  the  steep ;  they 
load  the  guns  with  handfuls  of  cartridges  in  their  haste ;  and  as  if 
there  were  powder  in  the  word,  they  about  "  niicknmauga  1"  down 
upon  the  raountaineors.  But  it  would  not  all  do,  andjust  as  the  sun, 
weary  of  the  scene,  was  sinking  out  of  sight,  with  magniflceut  bursts  all 
along  the  line,  exactly  as  you  have  seen  the  crested  seas  leap  up  at 
the  breakwater,  the  advance  surged  over  the  crest,  and  in  a  minute  those 
flags  fluttered  along  the  fringe  where  flfly  rebel  guns  were  kenneled. 
God  bless  the  flag  I  God  save  the  Dnion  I 

What  colors  vrere  first  upon  the  mountain  battlement  I  dare  not  try 
to  say  ;  bright  honor  itself  may  be  proud  to'btiar — nay,  proud  to  follow 
the  hindmost.  Poot  by  foot  they  had  fought  up  the  steep,  slippery 
with  much  blood ;  lot  them  go  to  glory  together.  A  minute  and  they 
wore  dK  there,  fluttering  along  the  TtidgB  from  left  to  right.  The  rebel 
hordes  rolled  off  to  the  nortli,  rolled  off  to  the  east,  like  the  clouds  of  a 
worn-out  storm.  Bragg,  ten  minutes  before,  waa  putting  men  back  in 
the  rifle-pits.  His  gallant  gray  was  straining  a  nerve  for  him  now, 
and  tlie  mau  tode  on  horseback  into  Dixie's  bosom,  who,  arrayed  iu 
some  prophet's  discarded  mantle,  foretold  on  Monday  that  the  Yankees 
would  leave  Chattanooga  in  five  days.  They  lelt  in  tlu'ee,  and  by  way 
of  Mission  Ridge,  straight  over   tiie  mountains  as   Oielr  forefathers 
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■went  I  As  Sheridan  rode  up  to  the  guns,  tlie  heels  of  Breckinriiige'a 
horae  glittered  iu  the  last  raya  of  simsliine.  That  crest  was  hardlj- 
"  well  off  with  the  old  love  before  it  was  on  with  the  new." 

But  the  scene  on  the  narrow  plateau  can  oeyer  be  painted.  As  the 
blue  coats  sursed  over  its  edge,  cheer  on  cheer  rang  like  belle  through 
the  valley  of  the  Cliiokatnauga.  Men  flung  themselves  cihauatod  upon 
the  ground,  Thej-  laughed  and  wept,  shook  hands,  embraced ;  turned 
round  and  did  all  four  over  again.  It  was  as  wild  as  a  carnival 
Granger  was  received  with  a  shout,  "Soldiers,"  ho  sold,  "you  ought  to 
he  court-martialed  every  man  of  you.  I  ordered  you  to  take  the  rifle- 
pits  and  jou  scaled  the  mountainl"  but  it  was  not  Mara's  horrid  front 
exactly  with  which  he  said  it,  for  his  cheeks  were  wet  with  tears  as 
honest  as  the  blood  that  reddened  all  the  route.  "Wood  uttered  words 
that  rang  like  "Napoleon's,"  and  Sheridan,  the  rowels  at  his  horse's 
flanks,  was  ready  for  a  dash  down  the  Sidge  with  a  "  view  halloo,"  for 
a  fos  hunt. 

But  you  must  not  think  this  was  all  there  was  of  tho  scene  on  the 
crest,  for  fight  and  frolic  was  strangely  mingled.  Not  a  rebel  had 
dreamed  a  man  of  us  all  would  live  to  reatih  the  summit,  and  when  a 
little  wave  of  the  Federal  cheer  roUed  up  and  broke  over  Oie  crest, 
they  defiantly  cried  "  Hurrah  and  be  damned  V  the  neit  minute  a  Union 
regiment  followed  the  voice,  the  rebels  delivered  their  fire,  and  tum- 
bled down  in  the  rifle-pits,  liieir  faces  distorted  wiiii  fear.  No  sooner 
had  the  Boldiers  soraroblod  to  the  Eidge  and  strtughtcned  t 
than  up  muskets  and  away  they  blazed.  One  of  them,  fairly  t 
himself  between  laughing  and  crying,  seemed  puzzled  at  which  end  of 
his  piece  he  should  load,  and  so  abandoning  the  gun  and  the  problem 
ttigether,  he  made  a  catapult  of  hiniself  and  fell  to  hurling  stones  after 
the  enemy.  And  he  said,  as  he  threw— well,  you  know  our  "army 
swore  terribly  in  Flanders."  Bayonets  glinted  and  muskets  rattled. 
Gen.  Sheridan's  horse  was  killed  imderhim;  Bidiard  was  not  in  his 
role,  and  so  he  leaped  upon  a  rebel  gim  for  want  of  another.  Rebel 
artillerists  are  driven  from  their  batteries  at  trie  edge  of  the  sword  and 
the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  two  rebel  guns  are  swung  around  upon  their 
old  masters.  But  there  is  nobody  to  load  them.  Light  and  heavy  ar- 
tillery do  not  belong  to  the  winged  kingdom.  Two  infantry  men 
claiming  to  be  old  artillerists,  volunteer.  Granger  turns  captain  of  the 
guns,  and — right  about  wheel !— in  a  moment  they  are  growling  after 
tho  flying  enemy.  I  say  "flying,"  but  that  is  figurative.  The  many 
run  like  Spanish  merinos,  but  the  few  fight  like  gray  wolves  at  bay  ; 
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they  load  and  fire  aa  they  retreat;   they  are  fairly  scorolioi  out  of 

A  ahacpahooter,  fancying  Granger  to  be  worth  the  powder,  coolly 
trios  hia  hand  at  him.  Tlie  General  hoars  the  nip  of  a  liall  at  one  eari 
but  doesa't  mind  it.  In  a  micnte  away  it  sings  at  tho  other.  Ho  takes 
the  liint,  swoops  with  his  glass  the  direction  whence  the  couple  came, 
and  hrioga  up  the  marksman,  just  drawing  a  boad  upon  him  again. 
At  that  instant  a  Federal  argument  persuades  the  oool  hunter  and  down 
ho  goes.  That  long  range  gun  of  his  was  captured,  weighed  twenty- 
four  pounds,  was  telescope-mounted,  a  sort  of  mongrel  howitzer. 

A  colonel  is  slashing  away  with  his  sabre  in  a  ring  of  rebels.  Down 
goes  his  horse  under  him ;  they  have  him  on  the  hip  j  one  of  them  is 
taking  deliberate  aim,  when  up  rushes  a  lieutenant,  daps  a  pisfol  to  one 
ear  and  roars  in  at  the  other,  "  Who  flie  h — 1  are  you  shooting  at?" 
The  fellow  drops  his  piece,  gasps  out,  "  I  surrender, "  and  the  next  instant 
tlie  gallant  lieutenant  faUs  sliarply  wounded.  He  is  a  "  roll  of  houor  " 
officer,  straight  up  from  the  ranks,  and  he  honors  the  roll, 

A  littlo  German  in  Wood's  Division  is  pierced  hke  the  lid  of  a  pepper 
boi,  but  he  is  neither  dead  nor  wounded.  "  See  here,"  ho  says,  rush- 
ing np  to  a  comrade,  "  a  pullet  hit  te  preach  of  mine  gun,  a  pullet  in 
raiuo  pocket-bool{ — a  pullet  in  mine  coat  tail — jliey  shoots  me  tree,  five 
time,  and  py  dam  I  gives  dem  h — I  yet  I " 

But  I  can  render  you  no  idea  of  the  battle  caldron  that  boiled  on  the 
plateau.  An  incident  here  and  there,  1  have  given  you,  and  you  must 
fill  out  the  picture  for  yourself  Dead  rebels  lay  thick  around  Bragg's 
head- quarters  and  ak>ng  the  Ridge.  Scabbards,  broken  arms,  artillery 
horses,  wrecks  of  guc- carriages,  and  bloody  garments,  strewed  the 
scene;  and,  tread  lightly,  cdil  loyal-hearted,  the  boys  in  bine  are  lying 
there;  no  more  the  sounding  chirge,  no  more  the  brave,  wild  cheer, 
and  never  for  them,  sweet  as  the  breath  of  the  new-mown  hiy  in  the 
old  home  fields,  "  Tha  Soldier's  Heturn  from  the  "War."  A  littlo  waif 
of  a  drummer-boy,  somehow  drifted  up  the  mountain  In  the  surge,  lies 
there;  his  pale  face  upward,  a  blue  spot  on  his  breast.  Muffie  his 
drum  for  the  poor  child  and  his  mother. 

Our  troops  met  one  loyal  welcome  on  the  height.  How  the  old 
Tcnnesseean  that  gave  it  managed  to  get  there  nobody  knows,  but  there 
he  was,  grasping  a  colonel's  hand,  and  saying,  while  the  tears  ran  down 
hisface,  "  God  be  thanked !  I  Jnera  the  Yankees  would  fight  I"  With 
the  receding  Sight  and  swift  pursuit  the  battle  died  away  ir 
far  down  the  valley  of  the  Chickaruauga ;  Sheridan  was  a; 
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saddle,  and  n-itli  his  command  spurring  on  after  tlie  enemy.  Tall 
colMmaa  of  amako  wcro  rising  at  tlie  left.  Tlia  rebels  were  burning  a 
train  of  stores  a  mile  long.  In  tlie  exploding  rebel  caisaona  we  had 
"the  cloud  by  day,"  and  now  we  are  haying  "the  pillar  of  fire  by  night." 
The  aun,  the  golden  dish  of  the  scales  that  balance  day  and  night,  had 
hardly  gone  down,  when  up,  beyond  Mission  Ridge,  rose  the  silver  side, 
for  that  night  it  wa%  full  moon.  The  troubled  day  was  done.  A  Fid- 
ei-al  G:iiieral  sat  in  the  saii  of  the  man  telio,  on  the  very  Saturday  iefiire  the 
batik,  had  sent  a  flag  to  Ihs  Federal  lines  with  the  mords : 

"Humanity  would  dictate  the  removal  of  all  noa-ocinbataQts  from 
Chattanooga,  as  I  am  about  to  shell  tho  dty  I" 

Sat  there,  and  announced  to  the  Fourth  Corps  tiie  congratulations  and 
Hianks,  just  placed  in  his  hands,  from  the  comiuander  of  the  depart 

BHica's  Heab-Quarters,  Mission  Ridge,  I 
2tovemier  25,  1863.  ) 

In  conveying  to  you  this  distinguished  recognition  of  your  signal  gal- 
lantry in  carrying,  through  a  terrible  storm  of  iron,  a  mountain  crowned 
with  batteries  and  enriched  with  rifie-pits,  I  am  constrained  to  eipresa 
my  own  admiration  of  your  noble  conduct,  and  am  proud  to  tell  you 
that  the  veteran  Generals  from  other  fields,  who  witnessed  your  heroic 
bearmg,  place  your  assault  and  triumph  amonj;  the  moat  brilliant 
achievements  of  the  war.  Thanks,  Boldiera !  You  have  made,  this  day, 
a  glorious  page  of  history. 

GOKDON  GRAICQBE. 

There  was  a  species  of  pooIJo  justice  in  it  all,  that  would  have  mads 
the  prince  of  dramatists  content  The  ardor  of  the  men  bad  been 
quenchless ;  there  had  been  three  days  of  fitful  fever,  and  after  it,  alas  I 
a  multitude  had  slept  well.  The  wurlt  on  the  right,  left,  and  centre, 
cost  us  full  four  thousand  killed  and  wounded.  There  is  a  ti'emble  of 
the  lip,  but  a  flash  of  pride  in  the  eye,  as  the  soldier  tells  with  how 
many  be  went  in — how  expressive  that  "went  in!"  Of  a  truth  it  was 
wading  in  deep  waters — with  how  few  we  came  out.  I  cannot  try  to 
swing  the  burden  clear  of  any  hearty  by  throwing  into  the  scale  upon  the 
other  side  the  dead  weight  of  flfty-two  pieces  of  captured  artillery,  ten 
thousand  stand  of  arms,  and  heaps  of  dead  rebels,  or  by  driving  upon 
a  herd  of  seven  thousand  prisoners.  Nothing  of  all  this  can  lighten 
that  burden  a  single  ounce,  but  this  thought  may,  and  I  dare  to  utter  it; 
Those  three  days'  work  brought  Tennessee  to  resurrection ;  set  the  Sag, 
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Tliat  splendid  march  from  the  Federal  line  of  battle  to  the  crest,  waa 
made  in  one  hour  and  five  minutes,  but  it  was  a  grander  march  towards 
the  end  of  rebeldoni ;  a  glorious  campaign  of  sisty.five  minutes  towards 
the  white  borders  of  peace.  It  made  that  fleeting  NoTcmber  afternoon 
imperishable.  Than  the  assault  upon  Mission  Ridge,  I  know  of  nothing 
more  gallant  in  the  annals  of  the  war.  Let  it  rank  foremost  with  the 
storming  of  Fort  Sdiarnita  and  Alma,  that  covered  the  Frondi  arms 
with  undying  feme. 

Reader  and  writer  must  walk  together  down  the  heights  another  day ; 
piesB  that  rugged  earth  with  the  first  backward  step  a  loyal  foot  has 
made  upon  it,  and  as  we  linger,  recall  a  few  of  the  incidents  that  will 
render  it  historic  and  holy  ground  for  coming  time.  Let  the  straggle 
be  known  as  the  Battle  of  Mission  Eidge,  and  when,  in  calmer  days, 
men  make  pilgrimage,  and  women  smile  again  among  the  mountains  of 
the  Cumberland,  they  will  need  no  guide.  Rust  will  have  eaten  the 
guns;  the  graves  of  the  heroes  will  have  subsided  like  waves;  weary  of 
their  troubling,  the  soldier  and  his  leader  will  have  lain  down  together; 
but  there,  embossed  upon  tlie  globe,  Missioh  Eidob  will  stand  its  fitting 
monument  forever.* 

Geiier.il  Gr.mt  announced  the  vi<;tmy  in.  the  following 
few  but  telling  words : 

CHirpiKOOGA,  November  25,  1£63.^7.15  p.  ji, 
Major-General  H.  W.  HiitEOK,  Geaen^va-Ch^f: 

Although  the  battle  lasted  from  early  dawn  till  dark  tiis  evening, 
lieUeoe  I  am  tuit  primafure  in  aYiJWaMing  a  complele  victory  cmer  Bragg. 

Lookout  Mountain   top,  all  the  riile-pits  in  Chattanooga  Vtlley,  and 
Missionary  Ridge  entire  have  been  carried,  and  are  now  held  by  UB. 
U.  S.  GaANT,  Major-Gs.iera.!. 

The  rebel  dispatch  is  thus  worded: 

CHlCffAMAUOA,  Novemier  25,  1863. 
GenenJ  S.  Coopbk,  Adjalani  and  Inspedr/r  General :   • 

Aiter  several  unsuccessful  assaidts  on  our  lines  to-day,  the  enemy 
carried  the  leil  centre  about  four  o  dock.  ThewkoUkfi  soon  gave  waij  in 
considerable  disorder.  Tlie  right  roaintainad  its  ground,  and  repelled 
every  attack.    I  am  withdrawing  all  to  this  point. 

Bkaston  BRAoa. 

*  Ur.  B,  F.Taylor's  correspondence  to  the  Ckkcgo  Joarnal 
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CHAPTER  Tjr. 

HBTKOSPECT  Ol'  TUB  THKBB   DA" 


Pebhaps  no  better  retrospect  of  these  battles  coold  be 
written,  than  that  which  will  be  found  in  the  following 
pithy  dispatch  from  General  Meigs,  QuartermaBter-General 
of  the  United  States  Army,  who  was  present  at  Chatta- 
nooga during  the  whole  action : 

Heab-Qdabters,  Ciiattasooua,  Nov.  26,  1863. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:— On  the  23d  instant,  at  half-past  cloven,  a  u.  General  Gi'ant 
ordered  a  demonstration  against  Missionary  Rid^e,  to  deTelop  the  foreo 
holdiDg  it.  The  troops  marched  out,  fonnecl  m  order,  and  advanced  in 
line  of  battle  as  if  on  parade. 

The  rebels  watched  the  formation  and  movement  from  their  picket 
lines  and  rifle-pits,  and  from  (he  summits  of  Missionary  Ilidge,  flvo  hun- 
dred feet  above  us,  and  tkofighi  it  was  a  lenevi  and  drill  'w  (^etily  and 
deliberately,  so  nguiar,  woe  it  all  done 

The  line  advanced,  preceded  by  skirmishers,  and  at  two  o  clock  p  m 
reached  our  picket  lines,  and  opened  a  rattling  volley  upon  llie  rebel 
pickets,  who  replied  and  ran  into  their  advanced  line  of  rifiC'piU  Afier 
them  wont  our  skirmishers  and  into  tiem,  along  the  centre  of  the  line 
of  25,000  troops  which  General  Thomas  had  so  quickly  disjliied  until 
we  opened  fire.  Prisoners  assert  that  they  thoughl  the  whole  movement 
was  a  review  and  general  drill,  and  that  it  was  loo  late  to  send  to  their 
camps  for  re-enforcements,  and  that  they  were  overwhelmed  by  foi'ce  of 
numbers.     /{ toas  a  surprise  in  opea  daylight. 

At  three  P.  u.,  the  important  advanced  position  of  Orchard  Knob  and 
the  lines  right  and  left  wore  id  our  possession,  and  arrangements  wero 
ordered  for  holding  them  during  the  aight. 

The  next  day  at  daylight  General  Sherman  had  five  thousand  men 
across  the  Tennessee,  and  established  on  its  south  bank,  and  commenced 
in  of  a  pontoon  bridge  about  six  miles  above  Chattsnoogii. 
!8 
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The  rebel  ateamer  Dunbar  was  repaired  at  the  right  moment,  and  render- 
ed effective  aid  in  this  croBKing,  oarrjiag  over  six  thousand  men. 

By  nightfall  Geoeral  Sherman  had  seized  the  estremity  of  Missionary 
Eidgo  nearest  the  river,  and  was  inlrenching  himself  General  Howard, 
with,  a  brigade,  opened  oommunioation  with  him  from  Chattanooga,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river.  Skirmishing  and  caonooBding  continued  all 
day  on  the  left  and  centre.  General  Hooker  scaled  tli«  alojes  of  Lootout 
Mountain,  and  fVomthe  valley  of  Lookont  Creek  drove  the  rebels  around 
the  point.  He  captured  some  two  thousand  prisoners,  and  established 
himself  high  up  the  monntain  aide,  in  full  view  of  Cliattanooga.  This 
raiaod  the  blockade,  and  now  steamers  were  ordered  from  Bridgeport  to 
Chattanooga.  Tliey  had  run  only  to  Kelley's  Ferry,  whence  ten  miles 
of  hauling  over  mountain  roads  and  twice  across  the  Tennessee  on  pon- 
toon bridges  brought  us  our  supplies. 

jVU  night  the  point  of  Missionary  Eidge  on  the  extreme  left,  and  the 
side  of  Lookout  Mountflin  on  the  extreme  right,  blazed  with  the  camp 
fires  of  loyal  troops. 

The  day  had  been  one  of  dense  mists  and  rains,  and  much  of  General 
Soaker's  battle  leasfoiigld  o}>ove  ifie  cliuds,  which  concealed  him  from  our 
TiBW,  but  from  which  his  musketry  was  heard. 

At  nightfall  iJie  aky  cleared  and  the  full  moon — "  tie  traitor's  doom" 
— shone  upon  the  beautifiJ  scene,  until  one  a.  m.,  when  twinkUng  spai'ks 
upon  the  mountdn  side  showed  tliat  picket  skirmishing  was  going  on. 
Then  it  ceased.  A  brigade  sent  from  Chattanooga  crossed  the  Chatta- 
nooga Creek  and  opened  commuaication  with  Hooker. 

General  Grasffs  ?tead-qi(arlera  Haring  the  aftemomi  of  the  2M  and  the  day 
of  Oie  24(A  vinre  in  Wood's  redotil  t,  except  when  in  the  course  of  the  day  he 
rode  along  Ihe  advaticed  line,  visiting  the  head-jjiarlers  of  the  sev^at  command- 
ers in  Chattanooga  Valley. 

At  daylight  on  the  25th  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  descried  on  the 
peak  of  Irf>okout     The  rebels  had  evacuated  the  mountain. 

Hooker  moved  to  descend  the  mountain,  striking  Missionary  Eidgo  at 
the  liossville  Gap,  to  sweep  both  sides  and  its  summit. 

The  rebel  troops  were  seen,  as  soon  as  it  was  liglit  enough,  streaming 
regiments  and  brigades  along  the  narrow  summit  of  Missionary  Eidge, 
either  concentrating  on  the  right  to  overwhelm  Sherman,  or  marching 
for  the  railroad  to  raise  the  siege. 

They  had  evacuated  the  valley  of  Cluittanooga.  Would  they  abandon 
that  of  Chickamanga? 

The  twenty-pounders  and  faur-and-a-quartcr  inch  rifles  of  Wood's 
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redoubt  opened  on  Missionary  Ridge.  Orchard'Knob  sent  its  compH- 
meats  to  the  Riiige,  which,  with  rifled  Parrotta,  answered,  and  the  can- 
nonade, thus  commenced,  continued  all  day.  Shot  and  shell  Boreamed 
from  Orchard  Knob  to  Missionary  Bidge,  and  from  MiasionM?  Bii^e  t« 
Oreliard  Knob,  and  ftom  Wood's  redoubt,  ever  Sie  Aeiafe  of  Qeaends  Grant 
and  Thomas  and  their  itafs,  who  were  vHOi  vs  m  lliis  fawratle  posUioa, 
fi-otn  wheiiix  the  whole  hatth  crmld  he  seen  as  m  an  amphWiealre.  The  head- 
quarlers  were  -wider  fire  aU,  day  long. 

Cannonading  and  musketry  were  heard  from  General  Shennan,  and 
General  Howard  marched  the  Eleventh  Corps  to  join  him. 

General  Thomas  sent  out  skirmishers,  who  drove  in  the  rebel  piclteta 
and  chased  them  into  their  iotrenchments,  and  at  Hie  foot  of  Miaaionary 
Ridge  Sherman  made  an  assault  against  Brad's  right,  intrenched  on  a 
high  knob  next  to  that  on  which  Sherman  himself  lay  fortified.  Tlie 
assault  was  gullantly  made. 

Slierman  reached  the  edge  of  the  crest,  and  held  his  ground  for  (it 
seemed  to  me)  an  hour,  but  was  bloodily  repulsed  by  reservea. 

A  genera!  advance  was  ordered,  and  a  strong  line  of  sltirmiahora  fol- 
lowed by  a  deployed  line  of  battle  some  two  miles  in  length.  At  the  sig- 
nal of  leaden  shots  from  heal-quarters  on  Orchard  Knob,  the  line  moved 
rapidly  and  orderly  forward.  Tlie  rebel  pickets  discharged  their  muskets 
and  ran  into  their  rifle-pits.     Our  skirmishers  followed  on  their  heels. 

The  line  of  battle  was  not  far  behind,  and  we  saw  the  gray  rebels 
swarm  out  of  the  ledge  line  of  rifle-pits  and  over  the  tiaee  of  the  hill  in 
numbers  which  surprised  ua.  A  few  turned  and  fired  their  pieresi  but 
the  greater  number  ooLected  into  the  many  roads  which  cross  obliquely 
up  ita  Bt«ep  face,  and  went  on  to  the  top. 

Some  regiments  pressed  on  and  swarmed  up  the  steep  sides  of  the 
Ridge,  and  here  and  there  a  color  was  advanced  beyond  tlie  lines.  The 
attempt  appeared  most  dangerous;  hut  the  advance  was  supported,  and 
the  whole  line  was  ordered  to  atorm  the  heights,  upon  which  not  less 
than  forty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  no  one  knew  how  many  muskets,  stood 
ready  to  alaughtor  the  assailants.  With  cheers  answering  to  cheers 
the  men  swarmed  upward.  They  gathered  to  the  points  least  difficult  of 
ascent,  and  the  line  was  broken.  Color  after  color  was  planted  on  tho 
summit,  while  musket  and  cannon  Tomited  tlieir  thunder  upon  them. 

A  well-directed  shot  from  Orchard  Knob  exploded  a  rehel  caisson  on 
the  summit^  and  the  gun  was  seen  being  speedily  taken  to  the  right,  its 
driver  laaliing  his  horses.  A  party  of  our  soldiers  intercepted  them,  and 
the  gun  was  oaptui-ed,  with  cheers. 
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A  fleroB  mustatry  fight  broke  out  to  the  leli,  where,  between  Thomas 
and  Sherman,  a  mile  or  two  of  the  Ridge  waa  still  occupied  bj  the  rabol3. 

Bragg  left  the  bouso  in  which  he  had  held  hia  head-quariors,  and  rode 
to  the  rear  as  our  troops  crowded  the  hiQ  on  either  side  of  him. 

Genrtrai  Grant  proceeded  to  the  summit,  and  Chea.  only  did  we  know  its 
JmighL 

Some  of  the  captured  artillery  waa  pat  into  position.  Artillerists  were 
Bent  for  to  work  the  guns,  and  eaissona  were  searched  for  ammunition. 

The  rebel  log  breastworks  were  torn  to  pieces  and  carried  to  tJie 
other  side  of  the  Ridge,  and  used  in  forming  barricades  across. 

A  strong  line  of  infantry  waa  formed  in  the  rear  of  Bird's  line,  and 
engaged  in  a  musketry  contest  with  the  rebels  to  tlie  loft,  and  a  secure 


The  olher  assault  to  tlie  right  of  our  centre  gained  tho  summit,  and 
the  rebels  threw  down  their  arms  and  ded. 

Hooker,  coming  into  favorable  position,  swept  tlie  rightJof  the  Kidge, 
and  captured  many  prisooerB. 

Bragg's  remaining  troops  left  early  In  Che  night,  and  the  baltie  of  Chat- 
tanooga, aflir  days  of  'maimiioHag  andjightittg,  was  won.  I'fte  sirengffi 
(^  the  rebeUlon  in  the  centre  is  broken.  Bumstde  is  rdieoed  from  danger  in 
East  Tiitaessee.  Keidacky  aid  Tennessee  are  rescaed.  Georgia  and  the 
SmOieasI  are  threalened  ira  the  rear,  and  ANOieaH  yiotoey  is  added  to 

TUB  OHAPTBa  OF    "UnCOHDlnOSAL  SUHEESDEB  Gkant." 

To-night  the  estimate  of  captures  Is  several  thousand  prisoners  and 
tliirty  pieces  of  artillery. 

Our  loss  for  so  greai  a  ■atctory  is  not  severe. 

Bragg  is  firing  the  riulroad  as  ho  retreats  towards  Dalton.  Sherman 
is  in  hot  pursuit 

To-day  I  viewed  the  baltle*fleld,  which  eitends  for  sii  miles  along 
MiSMooaiy  llidge  and  for  several  miles  on  Lookout  Mountain. 

Prdbahliy  jmiJ  so  wdl  directed,  so  well  ordered  a  lialtle,  has  taken  place  dvr- 
ring  the  war.  But  one  assault  was  repulsed ;  but  that  assault,  by  calling 
to  that  point  lio  rebel  rcservoa,  prevented  them  repulsing  any  of  the 
others. 

A  few  days  since  Brngg  Bent  to  General  Grant  aflag  of  trace,  advising 
liim  that  it  would  bo  prudent  to  remove  any  non-combatanta  who  might 
be  still  in  Ohattanooga.  No  reply  has  been  returned ;  but  the  combat- 
ants having  removed  from  the  vicinity,  it  is  probable  that  non-combat- 
ants can  remiun  without  imprudence. 

M.  C.  Meigs,  Qaartermnaler-  General. 
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CHAPTER  Lin. 

THE  PUESU IT.— FIGHT  AT  KIXGGOLD. 

The  main  portion  of  the  straggle  was  over,  but  other 
woik  had  yet  to  be  done.  Tlie  siege  of  Chattanooga  was 
raised,  but  still  the  beaten  rebels  must  not  be  allowed  to 
gather  their  remnants  together  within  any  long  day's 
mai'cb  of  the  battle-field.  A  pursuit  of  their  flying  columns 
was  ordered,  and  to  Generals  Sherman,  Hooker,  and  Pal- 
mer was  assigned  the  task  of  completing  the  rebel  dis- 
comfiture. 

The  following  account  of  the  pursuit  is  given  by  one  who 
took  pai-t  in  the  movements  of  General  Hooker's  column : 

After  the  successes  of  the  25th,  the  army  was  again  put  in  motion, 
with  a  Tiew  of  following  up  the  enemy  to  Ringgold,  ^ud  doing  him  aa 
much  injuiy  as  possible  in  the  ahortest  space  of  time.  The  army  moved 
in  three  main  columns,  Hooker  being  on  the  right,  Palmer  in  the  centre, 
and  Sherman  on  the  left.  Tlookertook  the  Eogsville  road  direct  to  Ring- 
gold, and  Palmer  made  ajunction  with  Sherman  at  Greysvillo,  Sherman 
having  moved  up  Ihe  left  hank  of  the  Chiekamaiiga.  All  three  of  the 
columns  met  at  and  near  Ringgold,  from  which  place  they  opened  lines 

Davis's  Division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  evacuated  its  position  on  a 
hill  immediately  ai^jaeent  tt>  Missionary  Ridge  at  two  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  2Sth,  and  marclied  to  a  point  near  where  the  Chieka- 
maiiga empties  its  waters  into  Ihe  Tennessee  River.  Here  tlie  division 
crossed  the  Chickamauga  on  a  pontoon  bridge,  and  cootinQed  its  march 
up  (he  letl  bank  of  tlie  stream.  This  division  was  immediately  followed 
by  all  the  divisions  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  and  this  again  by  Ewing's 
Division  of  Sherman's  Corps.     Towards  daylight  the  extreme  head  of 
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the  column  tad  some  brief  akirmishea,  the  rebel  Tidettes  or  acovits  iall- 
ingback  after  deliTeringlheir  first  fire. 

The  morning  was  dear  and  bright,  and  the  oEBcers  and  men  ot  the  en- 
tire  command  in  the  beat  of  apirita,  for  the  succoaaea  of  the  previous  day 
were  truly  of  the  most  inspiriting  eharatter.  Our  movement  now 
was  to  get  on  the  enemy's  flank  in  the  courae  of  his  retreat,  and  slrike 
a  blow  for  the  capture  of  hia  trains,  pick  up  atragglers,  give  thoao 
wiEing  to  deaert  an  opportunity  to  do  ao,  and  do  wliat  other  damage 

During  the  morniDg  of  thia  day,  as  General  Sherman  was  absent  else- 
whare,  Major- General  Howard  aaanmed  command  of  the  colnnin  and  di- 
rected Ita  movementa.  On  the  march  ive  took  some  prlsonera,  picked 
up  several  deaertera,  and  no  small  number  of  atragglera.  The  deserters 
represented  what  they  had  seen  of  Brad's  retreat  as  being  confused 
and  precipitate. 

About  ten  A.  M.  we  reached  the  neighborhood  of  Chickamanga  dep6t. 
After  a  abort  engagement — more  of  a  skirmiah  than  any  thing  else — me 
drove  the  rebels  back  from  the  dep6t. 

We  found  the  depot  in  flumes,  and  two  large  piles  of  com  meal  burn- 
ing. The  amount  of  eommiaaary  storea  captured  here  was  tolerably 
larjre.  By  the  burning  alone  the  rebels  must  hare  lost  fifty  thousand 
dollars'  worth. 

We  captured,  fit  for  use,  one  pontoon  train  of  fifteen  boats;  two  elity- 
four-pounder  rifled  siege  guna ;  twenty  army  wagons ;  sixty  thousand 
rationaof  shelled  corn;  (lf(y  Biousand  rations  of  com  meal;  four  hun- 
dred gaJlona  of  molasaea;  two  oalasons|  all  forgea ;  thirty  barrels  of 
pork;  one  thousand  pounds  of  bacon ;  aomo  ordnance  stores,  artillery, 
and  small  arm  ammunition, 

Tlie  carriages  on  which  the  siege  guna  were  mounted  were  found  in 
flames,  and  became  eventually  totally  destroyed.  One  of  the  gims  was 
spiked  with  a  wrought  nail. 

The  plane  presented  a  ourloua  sight,  A  buromg  railroad  depfil,  piles 
of  burning  com  meal,  barrels  and  borea  scattered  around  in  the  wildest 
confusion,  piles  of  bacon  lying  on  the  railroad  track,  shelled  com  acat- 
terad  in  pilea  around  the  railroad  platform,  tuo  heavy  guna  pointed  in 
tie  direction  in  which  wo  advanced — their  carrlagea  In  flames ;  a  pon- 
toon train,  new,  and  apparently  never  used,  massed  near  the  station; 
array  wagons — some  good  and  some  broken  down — turned  over,  on 
end,  and  every  way  displayed,  in  whatever  direction  tho  eye  might  turn ; 
small  arms  lying  around,  tome  broken  and  some  not;  broken  open  boieB 
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of  aminunitioii  for  small  arms  thrown  here  and  there,  by  lie  flro  aniawaj 
from  it;  a  caisson  oc  one  side,  limber  chest  on  the  other,  half  open; 
shells  Hcattered  under  it,  broken  wheels,  tonguea  of  magons,  and  other 
tilings  portaming  to  army  transportation,  thrown  to  the  right  and  left, 
far  and  near,  on  all  sides,  and  in  the  most  disortiered  manner,  showing 
that  the  enemy  left  with  the  greatest  precipitancy,  and  before  he  could 
'jomplete  the  destnietlon  of  oae-third  of  his  commissary,  quartermaster, 
or  ordnance  stores. 

On  an  esainination  of  the  hills  and  fields  around  the  station  we  found 
breaistworlia  and  redoubts.  The  latter  were  well  constructed,  and  if 
properly  mamied  could  not  haro  been  taken  without  considerable  loss 
of  life,  and  without  such  manceuvring  as  pertains  to  regular  operations 
for  battle.    We  manned  the  works  at  once. 

The  inhabitants  we  found  in  the  place  (which  is  but  a  small  one)  were 
lew.  They  were  so  frightened  at  what  had  occurred,  that  it  was  some 
time  before  we  could  get  from  them  inlfllligent  answers  to  our  questiona. 
Even  after  thoj  had  a  chance  to  got  a  little  quieted,  al!  they  could  tell 
us  was  that  on  the  night  previous,  about  eleven  o'clock,  the  rebels 
commenced  the  morement  of  then'  stores — loading  their  teams  and  mov- 
ing them  off  as  fast  as  possible ;  and  tiiat  finally  Uley  set  fire  to  what 
stores  they  could;  when  fliey  found  the  Yankees  pressing  them,  and 
left  the  place  on  a  full  run. 

Before  leaving  the  depflt,  the  retreatmg  rebel  forces  destroyed  two 
small  railroad  bridges  (one  over  the  Chickamauga)  near  that  place. 
When  necessary,  the  bridges  can  easily  be  rebuili 

Pushing  on  past  Chickamauga  d^pSt,  v,  e  drove  the  enemy  l«  Pigeon 
Ridge,  where  he  made  a  stand ;  this  at  a  pomt  near  where  we  had  to 
pass.  The  enemy  opened  on  us  with  artillery  Kot  knowing  what 
force  might  be  on  the  ridge,  the  whole  (olumn  was  pi  iced  in  position 
for  battle.  We  then  advanced.  The  iiglit  presented  was  a  beautiful 
one.  The  far  stretching  lines,  one  after  another  emerging  from  the 
woods  and  advancing  over  open  fields,  with  colors  flying,  made  up  a 
scene  of  interesting  peculiarity.  After  a  short  engagement,  in  which  wa 
brought  artillery  to  bear  against  that  of  the  enemy,  abr^ade,  of  Cavis'a  ' 
Division,  charged  up  the  heighla  and  took  them  without  any  material  loss, 
the  enemy  precipitately  retiring  on  finding  us  detarmiaed  to  advance. 
This  occurred  at  about  half-past  twelve  o'clock.  Tlie  column  then  rested 
for  a  short  time. 

At  this  juncture  General  Sherman  arnved  on  the  Sold,  and  took  direct 
command  of  the  column. 
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General  Sherman,  while  at  Chickamauga  dep6t,  and  in  common  with 
some  other  offlcors,  aaaiBted  in  putting  out  a  portion  of  tlie  Are  around 
the  railroad  platform,  thereby  remiering  service  in  saying  some  of  the 
aban<loned  stores  from  destruction  hj  the  flames. 

On  our  march  being  resumed,  and  as  tlie  column  moved  forward  n  e 
rame  upon  wagons,  caissons,  and  odd  wheels  lliat  had  been  abandoned 
by  the  enemy  from  time  to  time  in  tlie  course  of  his  retreat 

So  opposition  worthy  of  mention  attended  our  march  forward  until 
near  dark,  when,  as  we  emerged  out  of  some  low,  swampy  groind  the 
enpmy  opened  fire  with  musketry  and  artillery  from  a  lo  v  h  II  Qoite 
a  lively  musketry  fire  ensued,  lasting  for  about  three-quarters  of  an 
hour,  when  we  drove  the  enemy  from  the  field,  leaving  hia  killed  aud 
wounded  in  our  hands.     We  then  bivouacked  for  the  niglit 

Neit  rooming  we  pressed  on  to  GrayavLtle,  whore  we  made  a  junction 
with  tte  forces  under  command  of  Major-General  Palmer  Here  ne 
learned  that  the  enemy  who  fought  us  on  the  previous  ■ifternoon  had 
retired  to  Graysville  and  gone  into  camp  near  that  place  intending  to 
move  back  to  Ringgold  on  the  following  morning.  Scarcely  had  he  ^ot 
into  camp  when  he  was  surprised  and  attacked  by  Palmer's  Corps,  and 
immediately  put  to  flight.  In  Ibis  surprise  movement  we  captured 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  siity-four  prisoners,  two  caissons,  and  all  the 
artillery  horses.  In  subsequent  movements  General  Palmer  took  this 
artinory  with  him  to  use  it  against  Uie  enemy.  From  the  prisooera 
taken  we  learn  that  a  General  Stuart  was  in  command  of  the  forces  thus 
surprised. 

Other  than  l^is  surprise  movement  and  some  slight  skirmishli^, 
Palmer's  column  met  with  notliing  of  particular  interest  during  Thiirs- 

On  Tliursday  Hooker's  column  had  skirmishing  most  all  day,  and 
toward-t  evening  an  engagement,  that  was  brieHy  terminated  hy  our 
forces  pressing  forward  and  the  enemy  falling  back. 

On  Friday  morning,  November  21th,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  Hooker's 
column  moved  up  ttie  Eossville  road  towards  limggold  and  boeame 
engaged.  As  we  pressed  forward  with  rapidity  and  obstinacy,  the 
enemy  slowly  fell  back,  through  the  town  of  Rin^old  and  towards  the 
gap,  being  closely  followed  up. 

Ringgold  is  a  small  place,  of  about  two  thousanii  five  hundred  in- 
habitants, and  the  county  seat  of  Catoosa  County,  Georgia;  ia  situated 
at  the  base  of  the  White  Oak  Mountain  Ridge,  and  directly  in  front  of 
Ringgold  Gap.  Tho  suri'oimding  scenery  is  mountainous  and  decidedly 
18* 
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romantic.  Like  all  southern  towns,  it  presents  a  dingy  appearance, 
and  sho«a  ovidonco  of  niiglect  or  docaj.  Among  its  buildings  are  some 
neat  cottage  residences  and  a  few  substantial  structures  of  brick.  The 
line  of  tile  railroad  from  Dalton  to  Cliattanooga  runs  through  the 
town.  The  railroad  connects  with  the  railroad  lines  to  Cleveland  and 
Atlanta.  The  inhabitants,  both  iu  their  language  and  manners,  and  tJie 
manner  In  which  they  furnish  their  houses,  show  60me  considerable 
degree  of  tasto  and  refinement.  Many  of  the  houses  into  which  I  went 
were  neatly  and  even  elegant^  furnished. 

As  you  pass  up  the  main  street  you  come  Co  the  road,  narrow  and 
atmight  ahead,  tcadmg  through  Ringgold  Gap.  On  either  side  of  it 
rises  the  mountainous  heights  of  White  Oak  Ridge.  This  ridge  extends 
along  for  a  very  considerable  distance,  forming  a  chain  of  Sow  moun- 
tains. In  fact,  the  whole  of  this  region  of  country  is  but  a  succession 
of  ridges,  with  narrow  valleys  between.  Tlie  common  or  generally 
travelled  roads  converge  to  these  gaps.  These  are  so  peculiarly  pro- 
tected by  the  adjacent  ridges,  that  two  or  three  hundred  men,  posted  on 
the  ridges,  with  a  section  of  artillery  to  sweep  the  gap,  can  hold  an 
army  in  check  until  such  time  as  preparation  is  made  either  to  take  tbo 
position  by  direct  assault  in  front  or  by  a  flank  movement,  through 
other  gaps  in  the  same  ridge,  and  an  advance  in  the  valley  beyond. 

The  enemy  slowly  retired  towards  the  ridge  and  gap,  and  supposing 
them  to  be  in  small  force,  Osterhaus's  Division  pi'essed  forward  in  line  of 
battle  with  great  gallantry.  The  enemy  opened  a  scattering  musketry 
fire  from  the  top  of  the  ridge,  and  also  brought  into  action  four  pieoesof 
^lillery,  tliat  swept  the  gap  and  tlirew  their  shells  into  the  town  and  our 
lines.  Notwithstanding  this,  Osterhaus'smentepton  their  oourse,advane- 
ing  at  iiuick  time  up  the  slope,  on  both  sides  of  the  gap.  They  had  almost 
gwned  tlie  summit,  when  tho  enemy  showed  its  strength  by  delivering 
a  terriflc  Are  from  the  mountain  top,  at  the  same  timo  succeeding  in 
throwing  a  brigade  each  on  the  right  and  left  of  our  lines.  Our  men 
stood  their  ground  well,  but  at  last  had  Uy  slowly  retire  in  consequence 
of  the  enemy's  superior  strength  and  posiliou.  The  enemy  finding  our 
men  faffing  back,  followed  them  np  with  great  persistency,  and  attempt- 
ed to  drive  them  across  the  railroad  line  by  making  a  charge,  but  did  not 
succeed,  as  Osterhaus's  men  bravely  held  their  own  and  kept  their 
line  unbroken. 

In  this  emergency  Geary's  Division,  of  Ihe  Twofth  Corps,  was 
ordered  into  action.  General  Geary  at  once  ordered  a  brigade  around 
on  our  loft,  to  advance  up  the  slope  for  the   purpose  of  turning  the 
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enemy's  right.  The  Gcncral'a  orders  were  promptly  obeyed.  The  brig- 
ade got  within  about  thirtyyarda  of  the  creat,  the  Seventh  0)iio  being' 
in  the  extreme  advance  {their  skirmiahera  had  even  got  on  the  crest), 
when  the  enemy,  by  a  quicit  movement,  massed  a  superior  force  against 
il,  and  succeeded  in  delivering  a  cross  fire,  successfully  enfilading  tielr 
lino.  Tlie  enemy's  fire  was  so  rapid  and  heavy  that  it  was  totally  im- 
possible fbr  so  small  a  force  to  withstand  it  any  lengtli  of  time  without 
bemg  almost  annihilated.  Still  they  stood  their  ground  firmly  and 
nobly,  when  General  Geary,  seeir^  it  waa  of  no  nse  for  them  to  remain 
longer  under  such  a  heavy  tire,  they  were  withdrawn  by  his  orders.  In 
tiiis  advance,  the  Seventh  Ohio  lost  all  its  officers,  the  regiment  coming 
out  of  the  action  under  command  of  a  lieutenant. 

The  enemy  continuing  to  press  our  libea,  two  sections  of  a  battery 
were  got  into  position,  and  opened  a  rapid  fire  on  the  right  and  left  of 
the  rebel  line. 

At  this  time,  loo,  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades  of  Geary's  DiviBion 
were  ordered  up.  Our  hce  then  became  extended  m  view  of  making 
an  assault. 

The  decisive  moment  came  at  last.  The  grand  movement  was  luade 
Slowly  our  men  advanced,  and  slowly  the  rebels  retired  towards  the 
gap  and  up  the  mountain  slope.  Our  artillery,  too,  kept  up  a  steady 
fire,  almost  immediately  silencing  that  of  the  enemy  Osterhaua'a  Divi- 
sion occupied  the  centre,  one  brigade  of  Geary's  was  on  the  extreme 
left  and  the  other  two  on  the  estremo  rigiit.  After  much  patient  effort 
we  outHanked  tlie  rebels  on  the  riglit  and  left  of  tlio  hills,  gained  these, 
and  drove  the  remaining  rebels  from  the-gap,  and  held  tbe  latter  posi- 
tion. In  the  final  movements  the  rebels  retreated  in  the  most  disor- 
derly manner.  They  did  not  aU  of  them  get  ftway,  as  we  took  about 
three  hundred  prisoners. 

After  the  enemy  were  driven  through  and  from  the  gap,  we  established 
our  lines  in  the  nest  valley  beyond.  The  enemy  fell  back  to  Tunnel 
Gap,  situated  in  the  succeeding  ridge  to  that  of  White  Oak. 

After  Sherman  mado  a  junction  with  Palmer,  on  Friday  morning,  the 
Eleventh  Army  Corps,  under  command  of  Major-Genoral  Howard,  naa 
sent  off  to  the  left  to  take  Parker's  Gap,  this  being  situated  on  the 
euemy's  right,  and  the  second  gap  from  Ringgold  Gap  in  the  same  ridgo. 
The  position  was  taken  and  occupied  without  opposition,  the  enemy's 
scouting  parties  falling  back  without  firing.  During  the  battle  of  Ring- 
gold, the  Eleventh  Corps  was  in  a  position  almost  in  the  enemy's  rear, 
Find  we  could  at  any  time  have  turned  their  right  flank. 
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A  portion  of  the  Bloventh  Corps  pressed  on  to  the  line  of  the  Dolton 
and  GleTeland  R^roacl,  refudiing;  Eed  Clay  Station  about  dark. 

The  object  ia  destroying  the  railroad  Une  at  Red  Clay  was  to  prevent 
Longstreet  from  nsing  it  to  make  a  junction  with  Bragg.  Another 
point  was,  that  if  the  cavalry  failed  of  accomplIshLng  its  object  at  Cleve- 
land, we  would  cany,  out  the  design  at  Red  Clay. 

General  Grant  had  his  head-quarters  in  the  town  of  Rioggold  on 
November  28th.  The  General  was  much  pleased  with  the  success  of 
his  plana,  spoke  freely  on  the  subject  and  was  of  opinion  that  this  cam- 
paign had  been  successful  to  an  almo'^t  extraordinary  degree,  and  iiad 
been  fruitful  of  results  of  the  mo't  unqualifiedly  gratifying  character. 
It  was  decided  not  to  pursue  the  enemy  further,  as  more  importiint 
operations  were  afoot.* 

The  rebels  having  retreated  as  far  as  Dalton,  Ga.,  and 
finding  the  TJtiion  troops  did  not  pursue  further  than  Ring- 
gold, there  tnrned  and  made  a  stand.  General  Bragg  then 
telegraphed  the  following,  four  days  after  the  pursuit 
liad  been  given  up  : 

Daltok,  Ga.,  Decemhcr  2,  18(33. 
General  Cooper,  Richmond : 

The  enemy  liave  fallen  back  across  the  Chattanooga,  destroying  every 
thing  in  tlicLr  route,  including  the  railroad  track  and  bridges.  Their 
loss  was  hea,yy  in  their  attack  on  our  rear  guard,  under  General 
Clay^n. 

Br.\5T0S  Braoo. 

General  Grant,  by  taking  possession  of  Red  Clay,  Cle\'e- 
land,  and  Chattanooga,  tlrna  breaking  the  rebel  railroad 
triangle  the  comers  of  which  rest  on  Dalton,  Cleveland, 
and  -Ghattaiiooga,  compressed  the  principal  artery  of  thii 
heart  of  the  rebel  confederaey,  and  smote  it  in  its  most 
vital  part. 

*  Army  correspondence  of  the  New  Tm-k  Serald,  dated  from  Ringgold, 
Ga..  Nivembor  28th,  18S.^. 
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CHAPTER   LIV. 

KNOXViliE     KELIBVED. 


"While  the  operations  described  in  the  foregoing  chap- 
ters were  being  carried  out  by  Geo.  Grant,  the  rebel 
General  Longstreet  was  engaged  in  the  investment  of  the 
city  of  Knoxville.  Finding  tliat  General  Bragg  had  been 
defeated  below  Chattanooga,  Longatreet  determined  to  do 
something  to  redeem  his  name  from  the  obloquy  that  would 
attend  it  through  being  attached  to  Gen.  Eragg's  command. 
He  therefore  on  November  29th,  3863,  made  an  assault  up- 
on Fort  Sanders  and  the  other  works  around  Knoxville. 
The  assault  proved  a  failure,  and  long  before  he  could 
recover  from  the  effects  of  the  repulae,  he  found  the  Union 
columns  were  gathering  around  him,  in  such  a  manner  that 
if  he  did  nOt  soon  withdraw  from  his  position  he  wolflS  be 
completely  encircled  by  them. 

Gea.  Foster's  column  was  advancing  from  the  North, 
and  Gen.  Granger's  and  other  forces  under  Gen.  Sherman 
from  Chiittanooga.  This  was  the  movement  that  caused 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  froih  the  pursuit  of  the  rebels 
beyond  Ringgold,  Ga. 

Gen,  Sherman's  Cavalry  arrived  at  Knoxville  on  Dec  3, 
and  on  the  night  of  Dec.  4,  Gen,  Longstreet  raised  the 
siege  of  that  place,  retreating  eastward  toward  Virginin, 
pursued  by  both  Foster  and  Sherman's  Cavalry. 

On  Dec.  J  it  was  telegraphed  to  Washington  that  Knox- 
ville had  been  relieved  and  re-enibrced  by  Granger's  Corps, 
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and  that  Longstreet  was  retreating.  On  the  same  day 
President  Lincoln  issued  the  following  proclamation  of 
tiianksgiving : 

Executive  Mansion.  I 
Washinotos,  D.  C,  Bk,  ^,  18G3.  f 
Eeliable  ioformatioa  being  received  tliat  the  insurgent  force  ia  retread 
log  from  East  Tennessee,  under  circumstances  rendering  it  probable 
,t1mt  tlie  Onion  forces  cannot  hereafter  bo  dislodged  from  tliat  important 
■piiaitioa;  and  esleemiog  tliis  to  be  of  liigli  national  consequence,  I 
recommend  that  all  lo^al  people  do,  on  receipt  of  this  information, 
assemble  at  ttieir  places  of  worship,  and  render  special  homage  and 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  tiiis  great  advancement  of  the  national 
cause.  A.  Lincoln. 

The  President  also  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  Major- 
General  Grant : 

■\Va8H1NOT0K,  Dec.  8. 
Major-Goneral  Qbant: 

Understanding  that  your  lodgment  at  Chattanooga  and  Knoiville  iii 
now  secure,  /  loish  to  temfej-  you  and  all  Tinder  your  command  my  more 
tiian  thanks — my  pv/tiuwiesf  gmlMude  for  tfie  sMU,  amrage,  and  perseuer- 
ratce  with  wfiit/t  yoa  and  (key,  over  so  great  digkallies,  have  ejected  that 
important  otgect.     God  blcsa  you  all  1  A.  Lincoln. 

The  above  dispatoh  was  embodied  in  an  order  by  Gen. 
Grant,  and  so  read  to  every  regiment  in  his  command. 

In  reference  to  this  brief  but  decisive  campaign,  Gen. 
Halleck  added  the  following  supplementary  remarks  to  his 
annual  report : 

H 

^v•ASI 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  submit  the  following  sum- 
mary of  the  operations  of  General  Grant's  army  since  my  report  of  the 
IStljrult.: 

It  apgears  from  the  officii  reports  which  liave  been  received  here 
tliat  our  loss  in  the  operations  of  the  Slth,  38th,  and  23tli  of  October  in 
reopening  communication.'!  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee  River, 
from  Chattanooga  to  Bridgeport,  was  16  killed,  339  wounded,  and  22 
misaing ;  total  437.    Tho  estimated  loss  of  the  ouenij  was  over  1,500. 
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As  soon  as  General  Grant  could  get  up  bia  supplies  he  prepared  to 
adTBuoe  upon  the  enemy,  who  had  become  weakened  by  the  detacliment 
of  Longgtreet's  command  against  Knosville.  General  Sberman's  army 
moved  up  the  north  side  of  the  Tennessee  Hiver,  and  during  the  nights 
of  tho  23d  and  24th  of  Kovember  establielied  pontoon  bridges  and 
crossed  to  tlie  south  aide  between  Citico  Creel:  and  Chickamanga.  On 
tho  aflernoon  of  the  23d  General  Thomas's  forcea  attacked  the  enemy's 
rifle-pits  between  Cliattiinoogi  and  Citico  Creek.  The  battle  was  re- 
newed on  the  24th  along  the  whole  line.  Sherman  carried  the  enatern 
end  of  Missionary  Ridge  up  to  the  tunnel,  and  Thomas  repelled  every 
attempt  of  the  enemy  to  regain  the  position  which  he  had  lost  at  tho 
centre;  uliile  Hooker's  force,  in  Lookout  Valley,  crossed  the  mountain 
and  drove  the  enemy  from  its  northern  slope. 

On  the  26tb  the  whole  of  Mission  Kidge,  from  Eofsville  to  the 
Chickamanga,  was,  afler  a  desperate  stru^le,  most  gallautly  carried 
by  our  troops,  and  the  enemy  was  completely  routed. 

Consideriug  tho  atreugtii  of  the  rebel  position  and  the  diBloulty  of 
storming  his  intrenchmonts,  tlie  baiUe  of  Chattanooga  mjist  be  ronsidtred 
the  TTuml  TemarkiMe  in  history.  Not  only  did  the  .officers  and  men 
c:(liibit  great  skill  and  daring  in  their  operations  <£-ttle  fleld,  but  the 
highest  praise  is  due  to  the  commanding  general  for  his  admirable  dis- 
positions  for  disladgiiig  the  eneiny  fmm  a  posilion  apparently  impregnable.* 
Moreover,  by  turning  bla  right  flank  and  throwing  Lim  back  upon 
Ringgold  and  Dalton,  Sherman's  forces  were  intorposod  between  Bragg 
and  Longstreet  so  as  to  prevent  any  possibility  of  tKeir  forming  a 
junction. 

Oir  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  reported  at  about  4,000. 
Wo  captured  over  6,000  prisoners,  besides  the  wounded  left  in  our 
hands,  forty  pieces  of  artillery,  five  or  sii  thousand  small  arms,  and  a 
largo  train.     The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  not  known. 

While  Genarais^Thomaa  and  Hooker  pushed  Bragg's  army  back  into 


*  GebBrtl555tl^  repo(K.3"to  have  stated  to  a  leading  Washington 
oflicial,  witif  whom  the  old  veteran  fell  into  a  very  unreserved  talk,  that 
General  Grant's  operations  displayed  more  military  skill  than  any  olier 
general  had  exhibited  on  our  side ;  and  he  was  tho  more  surprised  and 
myatilicd  at  it,  as  he  could  only  remember  him  in  the  Me.^ican  war  as  a 
young  lieutenant  of  undoubted  courage,  but  giving  no  promise  whatayor 
nf  any  thing  biivond  ordinary  abilities. 


d^vGoogle 


AND   HIS  CAMPAIGNS. 


423 


Georgia,  Gen^m  Sherman  wifhliis  own  and  Gnneral  Granger's  forixs  was 
sent  into  EoBtre^mssse  fo  preweni  fherOurn  of  Longslred  and  U,  rdi^ 
Gineral  BarnM-,  who  was  then  besisged  in  Knoxvilk.  "We  have  reliftble  in- 
formation that  General  Shennan  has  aucoessfully  accomphalied  his  obJBot, 
and  that  LongatMet  is  in  full  retreat  towards  Virf^nia.  But  no  details 
have  been  received  with  regard  to  Sherman's  operations  since  ha  crossed 
t!ie  Hiwasaee,  nor  of  Baraaide's  defence  of  KnoxviUe.  It  is  only  known 
that  Bvery  atiaolt  of  the  enemy  on  that  place  was  sucGesafnUy  repulsed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleoic,  Genyr(d-in- Chief. 

Hon.  E.  M.  StaktON,  Secretary  of  War. 

On  December  5, 1863,  General  Burnside,  the  commander 
at  KnoxviUe,  issued  a  congratulatory  order  to  his  troojiB 
in  reference  to  the  raising  of  the  siege,  which  had  lasted 
about  three  weeks. 

An  army  correapondeirt  -writing  from"  ■  KnoxviUe,  states 
as  follows : 

Now  that  tbe  campaign  has  developed  itself;  it  may  not  be  considered 
contraband  informstion  W  say  that,  in  holding  KnoiviUe,  General  Mm- 
side  has  playal  an  important  part  in  tlie  grartd  campaign  of  General  Grant. 
Some  incline  to  the  belief  that  with  the  troops  under  his  command, 
Geoeral  Bumside  could  have  cliecked  Longstreot  on  the  Teimoasee 
River,  and  there  kept  him,  transferring  the  scene  of  the  eoiilest  from 
KnoxviUe  to  the  vicinity  of  Loudon  or  Kingston.  Bal  by  doing  eo  Long- 
,trcetwoiildna'ic  been  vaOiia sjipporling  di^lan^of  Bragg.  To  draw  hint, 
therefore,  stiS  farther  away  from  Chattanooga,  General  Burmide  slowly  re- 
treated before  him  until  he  reached  KnoxviUe,  where,  of  course,  hie  plan  was 
to  teg)  him  in  ^orls  to  take  the  ci*y  while  General  Thomas  might  faU  upon 
and  rout  Ihe  ta-my  of  Bragg,  dimiaished  asit  was  by  ike  wilMrawal  of  f^ng- 
f  treses  command.  Saw  egregio^y  la  fell  into  the  trap,  and  luv  lucceesfldlg 
file  lAher  portion  of  the  programme  was  carried  out  at  Chattanooga,  are  now 
fully  hunen  from  the  hUtory  of  the  past  few  weeks.  Bragg,  in  the  first 
place,  has  been  thoroughly  routed,  and  Longstreet,  after  vain  eflbrta  to 
capture  this  city  by  siege  and  assault,  as  an  offeet  to  the  defeat  of  Bragg, 
lias  been  compelled  to  raise  tlio  siege  and  retreat,  an  inglorious  fugitive, 
towards  Virginia.     On  Nov.  13,  -Aheiu  Longstreet  crossed  his  advance 


d^vGoogle 


424  GENEfcAL  GKANT 

guBTd  over  the  Tennessee,  it  would  have  bei^  an  easy  mailer  vnth  Oerterdl 
Buriiside  to  have  driven  it  lack  again,  destroyed  the  pmtom  bridges,  and 
iyplantinghieaftilleryimthehillslhissideof  the  river,  prevented  areeross- 
irtg ;  but  the  part  assigned  him  by  Generol  Grant  okis  to  hre  his  anlagoni^t 
on.  LoQgstreet  diseoTered  hia  mislake  too  late.  Letters  written  by 
liis  officers  and  captured  by  our  for(«3,  show  that  when  the  fighting 
commenced  at  Cliattanooga  he  was  estremGly  puzzled  as  to  what  part 
he  should  lake.  The  capture  of  EnoiTiile  seemed  a  very  diffieiilt  mat- 
ter, and  he  ent^rtaioed  ideas  of  abandoning  the  siege  for  the  purpose  of 
returning  to  Bragg ;  but  when  the  latter  was  defeated,  and  when  he  saw 
that  Thomas  was  now  between  Bragg  and  himself,  he  endeavored  to  re- 
trieve the  disaster  in  a  measure  by  the  capture  of  KnoiTille.  Hence 
the  desperate  assault  of  the  29th  ult.  Thai  Jie  was  preparing  for  anetlifr 
attach  when  our  re-ekforoements  reached  us  we  have  the  best  of  evidence.  So. 
far  as  capturing  the  city  is  concerned,  we  know  that  he  could  not  liave 
done  it  by  actuai  fighting.  The  garrison  was  all  sufficient  in  this  respect. 
But,  if  unmolested  in  the  siege,  ha  might  have  starved  us  out,  and  hence 
the  necessity  of  re-enforoemeats.  It  may  he  that  the  programme  also 
embraced  his  rout,  if  not  capture,  before  ho  could  get  away  from  Knox- 
vUle.  If  so,  hx  took  the  alarm  iri  Umie,  and  is  now  well  on  his  way  to  re- 
enforce  Lee.     How  far  he  will  succeed  m  escaping  time  will  develop.* 

The  rebels  now  began  to  be  seriously -worried  about 
General  Grant's  movements,  and  the  following  article 
appeared  in  one  of  their  principal  journals: 

"  SflUust,"  the  well-informed  and  trustworthy  correspondent  of  the 
Dii^tch,  telegraphing  from  Resaca,  under  date  of  December,  1863, 
states,  in  substance,  that  the  wagon  roada  are  in  a  horrible  condition, 
that  the  enemy  cannot  advance  without  the  railroad,  that  they  have  no 
cars,  and  that  the  probabilities  are  that  no  movement  in  force  upon  Dal- 
toa  and  Atlanta  will  be  made  till  neit  spring.  'Willi  great  general  con- 
fidence in  the  aocuraey  of  statement  and  correctness  of  judgment  of  this 
correspondent,  we  should,  nevertheless,  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  learn 
that  his  opmiona  are  derived  from  the  general  now  comiaandingthe  rem- 
nant of  Brad's  army,  and  that  they  are  shared  by  the  President  and 

*  Mr.  James  C.  Fitzpatrick's  correspondence  to  the  Nein  York  Herald, 
December  6,  1S63. 
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War  Department  at  Richmond.  7!i  count  upon  the  lardiness  of  Grajifs 
r/tommenis,  in  cimseq<ieace  of  the  condition  of  the  tarnpikes  or  the  railroads, 
would  be^saieidoi.  Grant  has  prosed  that  he  can  do  what  io  few  of  oar  gene- 
rals have  been  able  fo  accompliah^olUnn  up  a  vieiory — in  spite  of  natural 
ohiiades;  and  it  is  cerlaiaihal  he  wiU  not  permit  himself  now  to  be  slopped, 
either  by  irmdor  hy  a  toonf  of  cars.  These  difEoultios  are  'by  no  meana 
insurmountable. 

Esery  one  rsmembers  Ihe  sanguitie  predictions  of  the  impoisihilily  of  car- 
rying on  the  siege  of  Vicksbtirg.  Gentlemen  owning  plantations  on  which 
Grant's  army  waa  encamped  before  Tiokaburg,  declared  that  the  soldiers 
would  perish  for  lack  of  water,  or  die  like  sheep  with  the  rot,  from  drink- 
ing: siieh  as  they  could  ohtain.  Moreover,  we  were  told  that  the  mala- 
rious diseases  of  the  climate  would  decimate  his  army,  and  compel  him 
to  raise  the  siege.  Further,  it  was  stated  by  the  same  reliable  operator, 
who  is  now  at  work  ia  Atlanta,  cheering  us  witli  the  Hssiirance  that  the 
Yankees  lost  at  least  twenty  thousand  men  in  the  assault  on  Lookout 
Mount^n,  that  Grant  had  lost  quite  fifty  tlioiisand  of  the  flower  of  his 
army  in  the  various  attempts  to  storm  the  intrench ments  at  Vicksburg. 
How  utterly  fhUacioua  all  these  predidjons  and  assertions  proved  I  Tlie 
siege  of  Tieksbarg  progressed  steadSij  lo  iSs  eonciusioa,  without,  so  far  as  -we 
have  ener  learned,  any  serious  impedirmnt  ieJtatever.  In  spite  of  wafer,  cli- 
mate,  diseases,  and  repeated  rfpvieee.  Grant  eompell-yi  Pemiierton  to  sur- 
render in  less  than  three  months  from  the  day  the  siege  began. 

Shall  we  ^^n  be  the  dupes  of  ill-fovinded  hopes  ?  Shall  we  rely  for 
safety  upon  mud  and  not  upon  men  7  Shall  we  trust  to  ears  and  not  to 
energy?  Heaven  forbid  1  Tlie  railroad  from  Nashville  to  Chattanooga 
is,  doubtless,  now  open,  and  trains  running  all  the  way  through.  On 
tills  railroad  any  quantity  of  cars  and  engines  necessary  to  stock  the 
road  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta,  may  be  brought  through  in  less  than 
a  week's  time.  Two  weoks  more  will  be  all  that  Yankee  activity  and 
ingenuity  will  demand  to  complete  the  re-building  of  bnined  bridges. 
Bat  we  doait  if  Grant  tuiU  await  the  arrival  of  cars  and  Ihe  completion  of 
bridges.  He  has  plenty  of  transportation,  and  the  whole  Korth  behind 
him  to  supply  horses  and  wagona  as  fast  as  they  break  down. 
****** 

Wliat  is  lo  be  done  must  bo  done  without  one  moment's  delay,  and 
much  must  be  given  up  in  order  that  something  may  be  saved.  Grant's 
goal  isAUatita.  He  will  be  there  bsfore  Christmas,  and  haif  the  cotton 
remaining  in  the  Confederacy  wiil  be  in  his  hands  or  destroyed,  unless 
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a  truly  great  geDSral  and  a  great  armj  are  placed  attwart  his  iiatb  with- 
in three  weelts  from  this  day.* 

The  Chattanooga-Knoxville  campaign  ended,  General 
Grant  issued  tbe  following  congratulatory  order  to  hia 
command ; 

HEAi^QtriBTBRa  Military  DiviaiON  or  tee  1 


Chattanooga,  Tisnhesseb,  Dec.  10,  1333. ) 
[  General  Orders,  No.  9.] 

The  General  Coraioajjdiijg  takes  fJiis  opportunity  of  returning  hia  sin- 
cere thanka  and  congratulation  a  to  the  brave  armies  of  the  Cumberland, 
die  Ohio,  the  Tennesaee,  and  tiieir  comrades  from  the  Potomac,  for  the 
recent  splendid  and  decisive  successes  achleyed  over  the  enemy.  In  a 
short  lime  you  haee  recovered  from  him  the  confrol  of  the  lianessee  Eicer 
from  Bridgeport  to  Knaxiiilk.  Tou  dislodgtd  him  from  his  great  strong- 
hold upon  Lookotit  Mmataii,  drone  him  from  Chattanooga  Vi^ey,  wrealed 
flora  hia  determined  groep  flie possession  of  Missionary  Ridge,  repeSed  with 
Iteavy  less  to  bim  his  r^ealed  assaidls  ujwn  Enomilie,  foreing  him  to  raise 
the  siege  there,  driving  him  at  all  points,  tilterly  routed  and  discoir\/tted,  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  Slate,  By  your  noble  heroism  and  determined 
courage,  you  have  most  eflbetuslly  defeated  the  plans  of  tlie  enemy  for 
regaining  possession  of  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  You 
have  Becured  positions  from  which  no  rebellious  power  can  drive  or  dis- 
lodge you.  For  all  this  the  General  Coniraandiogthanlta  you  ooUectively 
and  individually.  The  loyal  people  of  the  United  States  thank  and  ble^ 
you.  Their  hopes  and  prayers  for  your  success  against  this  unholy  re- 
bellion are  with  you  daily.  Their  faith  in  you  will  not  be  in  vain.  Their 
hopes  will  not  be  blasted.  Their  prayers  to  Almighty  God  will  be  an- 
swered. Ton  wiU  yet  go  to  other  fields  of  strife;  and  .loith  the  inaineible 
bravery  and  w^fiinching  layaity  to  jmtice  and  right  tehich  have  character- 
ised you  in  the  past,  you  viill  prove  that  no  enemy  can  withstand  you,  and 
that  no  defeiuxs,  houiener  formidable,  can  check  your  onward  march. 

By  order  of  M^.-Gen.  XJ.  S.  Gbant. 

T.  S.  BowBss,  A.  A.-B. 

At  the  time  General  Grant  issued  the  above  order  he 
was  far  from  being  in  good  health,  as  may  be  gathered 
from  the  following  extract  from  a  correspondent's  letter; 

*  Richmond  (Va.)  Whig,  December,  1B(,X 
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Qenaral  Grant  ta  still  Buffering  from  his  fall  at  New  Orleana,  has 
grown  IMu  and  stooping,  and  shows  marks  of  so  great  a  losa  of  health 
and  strength  as  to  create  fear  of  hia  recovery,  though  he  still  works  as 
indefatigabiy  as  ever.  "When  it  was  announced  at  General  Grant's  head- 
quarters tliat  Bragg  had  been  remoted  and  Hardee  put  in  command  of 
tlio  rebel  army,  the  Gerieral  quietly  remarked:  "He  is  my  choice," — 
an  opuiion  tliat  seems  to  be  very  generally  entertained  in  both  armies.* 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  paragraph  it  is  neces- 
sary to  state  that  General  Bragg  was  removed  from  his 
coimnand  for  hie  defeat  at  Chattanooga,  and  was  tempora- 
rily succeeded  by  General  Hardee, 

It  was  announced  from  Chattanooga  on  December  7th 
tLat  General  Grant  had  captured,  from  the  commencemeot 
of  the  war  up  to  that  date,  no  less  than  four  hundred  and 
ficventy-two  cannon  and  ninety  thousand  prisoners,  with 
small  arms  innntnerable. 

The  following  remarks  are  reported  to  have  been  writ- 
ten by  Colonel  Ely  S.  Parker— Indian  Sachem  and  Chief - 
of  the  Tonawanda  tribe  and  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians,  and 
who  became  a  member  of  General  Grant's  staff— in  rela- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  general  during  the 
battles  around  Chattanooga; 

I  need  not  describe  to  you  the  recent  battle  of  Chattanooga.  The 
papers  liave  given  every  possible  detail  eont^ming  it.  I  may  only  say 
that  I  saw  it  all,  and  was  in  the  Sve  days'  Sght.  Of  General  Grant's 
staff  ODly  one  was  wounded,  a  Lieutenant  Towner,  Assistant  Chief  of 
Artillery,  whose  parents  formerly  lived  at  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  but  now  of 
Chicago.  S  has  been  a  mailer  of  universal  umnder  in  this  army  that  Gen- 
erai  GranthiiiisclfwasjiotMHed,  and  thai  no  more  ajxidenta  occurred  to  hia 
staff,  for  the  General  was  alwiys  in  the  froal  |his  staff  with  him,  of 
course),  and  perfectly  heedless  of  the  storm  of  hissing  bullets  and  scream- 
ing shell  dying  around  him.  His  apparent  want  of  sensibility  does  not 
arise  from  heedlessness,  heartlessness,  or  vain  military  affectation,  but 
from  a  sense  of  the  responsililit^  resting  upon  Mm  when  in  battle.     When 

'Indianapolis  Joarnal,  Ilocember,  1863. 
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at  Ring^ld,  we  rodo  for  half  a  mile  in  the  fact'  of  the  enemy,  unrfir  ait 
iiuxssant fire  of  cannon  and  musheiry,  nor  did  we  ride  fast,  but  upon  an 
ordinary  trot,  and  nol  ones  da  I  believe  did  il  enter  the  GtmeraCn  mind  iJial 
lie  was  m  danger.  I  was  by  his  side  and.  watched  him  closely.  In 
riding  that  distance  we  were  going  to  the  front,  and  I  couid  eee  tliat  ho 
■was  studying  the  positions  of  the  two  armies,  and,  of  course,  planning 
how  to  defeat  the  en^my,  who  was  here  making  a  moat  desperate  stand, 
and  was  Blaughleriog  our  men  fearfully.  After  defeating  and  driving 
the  enemy  here  we  returned  to  Chattanooga. 

Another  feature  in  General  Grant's  personal  movements  is,  that  he 
reqmres  no  eaeort  beyotid  his  staf,  so  regardless  of  danger  is  he.  Roads 
are  almost  aseless  to  him,  for  lie  takes  short  cuts  through  fields  and 
woods,  and  will  swim  his  horse  through  almost  any  stream  tliat  ob- 
structs his  way.  Nor  does  it  make  any  difference  to  him  whether  be 
has  dajlight  for  his  movements,  for  he  will  ride  from  breakfast  antil  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  thai  loo  withoat  aiting.  The  next  day  he  will 
repeat  the  dose,  unfit  he  finishes  his  work.  Now  such  tilings  come  hard 
uiKin  tlie  staf^  but  they  have  learned  how  lo  bear  it. 

GeDeral  Grant  lias  the  reputation  of  being  the  test  rider 
in  the  army ;  and  an  eye-witness  to  his  movements  during 
the  battle  of  Chattanooga  relates  that  when  ho  spurred 
from  one  portion  of  the  Held  to  another,  his  staff  very  soon 
strung  out  like  the  tail  of  a  kite.  The  General  always 
leads. 

The  following  amasing  incident  took  pla«e  during  the 
Chattanooga  campaign ;  During  the  dark  days  of  the 
siege,  when  food  and  foi-age  were  scarce,  and  the  ghastly 
corpses  and  bleached  skeletons  of  starved  mules  lined  the 
tboronghfares  thereabouts,  General  Grant  and  Quarter- 
master General  Meigs  arrived  in  Chattanooga.  Taking  an 
airiog  on  horseback  one  afternoon,  they  passed  the  caxcase 
of  a  huge  mule  lying  by  the  roadside,  whose  "  ill-savor 
went  op"  before  and  around  them.  The  hero  of  Victs- 
hurg  removed  his  briar  root  from  his  lips,  and  remarked 
sorrowfully,  "  Ah,  General,  there  lies  a  dead  soldier  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department."     "Yes,  General,"  replied 


d^vGoogle 


AHD   HIS   CAMPAIGNS.  429 

the  Quartermaster  Genera!,  in  subdued  tones,  "  in  him  you 
Bee  the  '  ruling  passion  Htrong  in  death'  exemplified,  for 
the  old  veteran  has  already  assumed  tlie  offensive." 

From  a  private  letter  from  an  officer  the  following  inci- 
dent has  been  gleaned : 

A  groat  many  priBoneis  hava  boon  farought  in.  The  charge  of  the 
army  on  Mission  Ridge  astotinded  Bra^.  Breckinridge's  head- quartera 
were  on  the  Ridge,  in  full  view  of  our  troopa.  A  lady  who  lives  there 
told  our  troopa  the  following:  "Before  you  all  came  up  here,  I  asked 
General  Bragg,  'What  are  you  going  to  do  with  me.  General?'  Ke 
says  to  me,  '  Lord  I  madame,  the  Yankees  will  neiier  dare  In  come  up  here.' 
And,"  ahe  added  with  e  blubber,  "it  was  not  flfloen  minules  till  you 
were  all  around  here." 
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The  intelligence  of  General  Grant's  victoriouB  n 
campaign  in  Tennessee  and  Georgia  was  announced  in  Wash- 
ington on  the  day  of  the  first  assembling  of  the  United 
States  Congress  for  1863-'4,  Mr.  Washburne,  the  repre- 
sentative for  Galena,  in  the  House,  immediately  gave  notice 
of  the  introduction  of  two  bills,  one  "  to  revive  the  grade 
of  Lieuten ant-General  of  the  army,"  and  the  other  "  to  pro- 
vide that  a  medal  be  struck  for  General  Grant,  and  that  a 
vote  of  thanks  be  given  him  and  the  officers  of  his  army." 

It  did  not  require  either  any  very  acute  mental  penetration 
or  a  knowledge  of  the  intimate  relatione  of  Congressman 
Washburne  with  General  Grant,  to  understand  the  meaning 
and  bearing  of  the  above  bill  for  the  revival  of  the  grade  of 
Lieuten  ant- General.  The  object  was  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  the  elevation  of  Major-General  Grant  to  that  position. 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  those  who  desired  the  further 
promotion  of  General  Grant  to  take  him  away  from  his 
command,  and  substitnte  him  for  the  General-in-Chief.  It 
was  their  conviction  that  he  would  be  most  useful  in  the 
lield,  and  hence  they  wanted  him  to  remain  at  the  head  of 
liis  great  army,  but  to  exercise,  at  the  same  time,  from  the 
field,  the  functions  of  a  General-in-Chief. 

Mr.  Washburne's  motion  relative  to  the  joint  thanks  of 
Congress  and  t5:e  Gold  Medal  did  not  require  long  deliber- 
ation.    The  members  of  both  Houses  were  thoroughly  eon- 
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rinced  thnt  General  Grant  deserved  the  thanks  of  tlie  nation, 
and  when  that  resolution  was  brought  up,  it  was  passed  by 
both  Congress  and  Senate  without  opposition,  and  received 
the  President's  signature  within  ten  days  of  its  introduction. 
It  then  became  the  first  law  of  the  session  of  ]863-'4. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  official  document : 
LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Piiised  at  the  First  Session  of  the  Thirlry-eighth  Congres). 
[PnBLio  Resolutioit  No.  i.] 
Joint  RESOLunoN  of  thanka  to  Major-General  Ulysses  8.  Grant  and  the 
officers  and  Boldlora  w^xo  have  fought  under  his  oommaad  during  this 
rebellion;  and  providing  that  tho  Pregident  of  the  United  Stal«a  shall 
cause  a  medal  to  bo  struck,  to  be  presented  to  Mlyor-Gensral  Grant  in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  mid  House  of  Repnsenlatives  of  the  United 
Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  thanka  of  Congress  be 
and  they  hereby  are  presented  to  Major-General  Uljaies  S.  Grant,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  fought  under  his  com- 
mand during  this  rebellion,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the 
battles  in  which  they  have  been  engaged ;  and  tiat  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  with  suit- 
able emblems,  devices,  and  inscriptions,  to  be  presented  to  Major-Gen- 
eral  Grant. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  resohed,  That,  when  the  said  medal  shall 
have  been  struck,  the  President  shall  cause  a  copy  of  this  joint  resolution 
U}  be  engrossed  on  parchraent,  and  shall  transmit  the  same,  together 
with  the  said  medal,  to  M^'or-General  Grant,  to  be  presented  to  him  in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  resoiued.  That  a  sufficient  sliiQ  SI  money  to 
carry  this  resolution  into  effect  is  hereby  appropriated  out  pf  any  jnonoy 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

SCHUYLER  COLF^Ei' 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

H,  HAMLIN, 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States  and 

President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  December  17,  I8i53, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLJT. 
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The  resolution  having  become  a  law  of  the  land,  it  was 
neoessary  that  a  design  should  at  once  be  made  for  the 
medal.  The  following  by  Leutze  was  announced*  as  the 
one  selected  by  the  committee  having  the  matter  in  charge : 
"The  obverae  of  the  medal  was  to  consist  of  a  profile  hke- 
ncsa  of  the  hero,  surrounded  by  a  wreath  of  laurels  ;  his 
name  and  the  year  of  his  victories  inscribed  upon  it,  and 
the  whole  surrounded  by  a  galaxy  of  stars.  The  design 
for  the  reverse  was  original,  appropriate,  and  beautiful. 
It  was  the  figure  of  Fame  seated  in  a  graceful  attitude  on 
the  American  eagle,  which,  with  outspread  wings,  seems 
preparing  for  flight.  In  her  right  hand  she  held  the  syiD- 
boUcal  trump,  and  in  her  left  a  scroll  on  which  were  in- 
scribed the  names  of  the  gallant  chief's  various  battles, 
viz. :  Corinth,  Vioksburg,  Missis^ppi  River,  aud  Chat- 
tanooga. On  her  head  was  a  helmet,  ornamented  in  Indian 
fashion,  with  feathers  radiating  from  it.  In  front  of  the 
eagle,  its  breast  resting  against  it,  was  the  emblematicid 
shield  of  the  United  States.  Just  underneath  this  group, 
their  eteras  crossing  each  other,  were  single  sprigs  of  tlie 
pine  and  the  palm,  typical  of  the  North  and  South.  Above 
the  figure  of  fame,  in  a  curved  line,  the  motto,  "Proclaim 
Liberty  throughout  the  Land."  The  edge  was  surrounded, 
like  the  obverse,  with  a  circle  of  stars  of  a  style  peculiar  to 
the  Byzantine  period,  and  rarely  seen  except  in  illuminated 
MSS.  of  that  age.  These  stars  were  more  in  number  than 
the  existing  States — of  course,  including  those  of  the  South 
—thereby  suggesting  further  additions  in  the  future  to  the 

Other  honors  were  paid  him  by  societies,  electing  him 
honorary  life  member,  &o.  The  following  are  selected  as 
instances  to  show  the  manner  in  which  he  received  these 
tokens  of  appr,.'ciatiou : 

*  New  York  Evening  Post, 
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At  tbe  anniversary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati Conference  held  in  1863,  that  body  elected  General 
Grant  an  honorary  member.  Rev.  J.  F.  Marlay  commu- 
nicated tlie  fact  to  the  General,  and  the  following  is  his 

CflATTANOoGi,  Dec  1,  1363. 
Eev.  F.  MaeLay,  Secretary  Society; 

Dear  Sib: — Through  you  permit  mo  to  espresa  ray  thanks  to  the 
society  of  which  you  are  the  honored  secretary,  for  the  compliment  they 
have  Bsen  St  t«  pay  me  by  electing  me  oae  of  its  members. 

I  awept  Oie  eledioa  as  a  token  of  eanteit  suppmt,  by  members  of  On 
Iklhodist  MissioTUtry  Society  of  the  CutciiDtaii  Conference,  to  the  cwse  of 
ow  country  in  this  hour  of  trial. 

I  havo  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grast,  Major-General  U.  S:  A. 

The  following  interesting  correspondence  ex^iliuns  itself: 

MoaaiSTOWK,  Den,  9,  I8IJ3. 
To  Major-General  U.  S.  Grast; 

Dear  Sir: — I  imvo  the  pleasure  of  iuformlugyou  that  the  cliurch  of 
which  I  am  pastor,  tho  MeUiodiat  Episcopal  Church  of  this  town,  higUy 
appredotii^g  your  services  fbr  your  coimtry,  snd  rejoiciog  in  the  victories 
which  God  has  wrought  out  througli  you  and  your  noble  army,  and 
praying  tliat  you  may  he  spared  to  see  the  end  of  tliis  accursed  rebellion, 
have  contributed  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  (§150)  to  conatitiile  you 
a  lire  BiBEOTOR  of  tbe  Missionary  Socie^  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Will 
you  please  direct  where  we  shall  send  your  Certificate  1  May  Rod 
ilmighty  bless  and  keep  you,  and  continue  to  crown  your  arms  with 
«tory  and  triumph  t 

With  sincere  admiration  and  respect, 

I  nm,  doar  General,  yours  truly, 

Lewis  R.  Dusm, 
Pastor  of  Ihf  M.  F,.  Chitrch,  Morrishwri,  X.  J. 

Heab-Quartees  Mh.  Dist.  of  tee  Miss.,  ( 
GsATrAN-ooGA,  TENS.,  Dec.  16,  1863.      \ 
To  the  Kev.  Lbwis  R.  Dckn, 

Pastor  of  M.  E.  Church,  MorristowD,  N.  J. 
S[b:— In  reply  to  your  letter  of  Dec.  19th,  to  Maj.-Gen.U.  S.  Grant, 
Le  directs  me  to  express  Ma  gratitude  to  the  Christian  people  of  Morris- 
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town  for  their  prayerful  remembrance  of  Hm  before  the  throne  of  the 
Most  High,  and  to  tliank  them,  through  you,  for  the  honor  conferred 
upon  him.  Be  good  en^ujft  to  send  his  Certijkaie  of  JfembersMp  io  Mrs. 
U.  S.  Grant,  Loaisvitie,  Eiiducky. 

J.  H.  Wilson,  Brig.-Gen. 
As  a  further  appreciation  of  Geaeral  Grant's  merits,  and 
to  maoifeBt  the  true  feeling  of  the  people  with  regard  to 
his  patriotism  and  military  Buccesa,  it  was  recommended 
tyone  of  the  principal  jouvnais  of  the  United  States'*  that 
he  should  he  tendered  a  popular  nomination  for  the  posi- 
tion of  President,  embracing  the  ofRcea  of  chief  magistrate, 
and  Gommander-inr  Chief  of  the  forces  of  the  nation, 

On  the  thirteenth  day  of  Januaiy,  1864,  the  following 
resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Reed,  was  adopted  bytheLegis- 
lature  of  the  State  of  New  York : 

Sesolmd,  That  tho  thanks  of  the  people  of  tliia  State  be  tendered  to 
General  Grant  and  hia  Army  for  their  gloriona  yictorics  in  tho  valley  of 
the  Miaaissipp!,  aJid  the  stiU  more  glorious  victory  at  Mission  Ridge  and 
Lookout  Mountain,  and  that  a  certified  copy  of  this  resoluUon  be  forward- 
ed to  General  Grant. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  also  presented  him 
with  a  yote  of  thanks. 

The  following  is  the  description  of  a  handsome  pdr.of 
i-evolvers  in  course  of  conatructioo  at  the  Colt's  arm  manu- 
facturing establishment  designed  to  be  presented  to  General 
Grant: 

The  handles  are  of  black  horn,  beautifully  polished,  and  the  barrel* 
magazines,  and  other  steel  parts  are  elaborately  inlaid  with  pnre  gold, 
which  is  beaten  into  a  design  previously  out  out  of  tho  steeL  The  other 
ornaments,  guard,  &c„  are  of  a  solid  gold.  The  pair  are  to  be  enclosed 
JQ  a  handsome  rosewood  box,  lined  with  velvet,  and  accompanied  by  aU 
the  tools,  *c,  belonging  to  them— the  cartridge-boxes,  &o.,  being  manu- 
factured of  saver.    When  finished  these  pistols  will  equal  any  pan^  that 

haa  over  lefl;  the  establishment. f ^^ 

*  A7^  rorft  B^m.  \  if'^^tford  (Ct-)  Tivi^- 
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CHAPTER  LVL 


.. CONGRESSIONAL  NOMINATION. 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Waahbume  for  the  revival 
of  the  grade  of  Lieut  en  ant-General  of  the  United  States 
Army,  having  in  the  due  course  of  business  been  read  and 
referred  to  the  military  committee  of  the  House  of  Con- 
gress, was  slightly  amended,  and  came  up  on  February 
1st,  1864,  for  final  aclion  of  that  portion  of  the  law-making 

,s  thus  worded : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  R^resenlaiims  of  tke  United 
Stales  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  grade  of  Lieatenant- 
General  be,  and  the  same  lb  hereby,  reTived  in  the  Army  of  tlie  United 
States  of  America  I  and  the  President  is  hereby  aiithoriaed,  vjhcnever 
he  shall  deem  it  oipedieat,  to  appoint,  by  and'with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senato,  a  commander  of  the  army,  to  be  selected,  during 
■war,  from  among  those  officers  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Stales,  not  below  the  grade  of  Major-General,  most  dlstJnguislied  for 
courage,  skill,  and  ability;  and  who,  being  commissioned  as  Lieulennnt- 
General,  shaRbe  atillwriisd,  vnier  tke  diredion,  of  the  Premdent,  lo  command 
the  armies  of  the  United  Slates. 

Beo,  2.  And  he  it  farther  enacled,  That  the  lieutenant- General  appoint- 
ed  as  hereinbefore  provided,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  pay,  allowances,  and 
staff  specified  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  approved  May  2Sth,  1798 ; 
and  also  the  allowances  described  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  approved 
August  23d,  18i2,  granting  additional  rations  to  certain  offi(«rs;  Fr<mded, 
That  nothing  in  this  hiU  contiuned  shall  be  construed  in  any  way  to 
affect  the  rank,  pay,  or  allowances  of  Winfleld  Scott,  lieutenant  general 
by  brevet,  now  on  tlie  retired  list  of  the  army. 
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Mr.  Farnsworth  opened  the  debate  by  a  retommctidation 
that  the  bill  should  be  passed  that  morning. 

Mr.  Garfield,  formerly  chief  of  staff  to  General  Rose- 
crans,  having  opposed  the  motion, 

Mr.  Farnsworth  addressed  the  House  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  nrgutnent  of  my  collesgue  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs  who  has  just  taken  hia  seat,  is  a  twofold  srgHment,  I  un- 
derstand his  first  ai^ument  to  be  that  the  war  baa  not  progressed  far 
enough,  aud  that  we  have  not  given  our  generals  in  the  field  a  sufficient 
term  of  trial  to  enable  the  President  to  select  with  proper  judgment  a 
man  upon  whom  to  confer  the  rank  of  lielltenan^general. 

His  second  argument  is,  that  the  General  toward  whom  this  legislation 
is  directed  is  so  great  and  so  successfiil  a  general  that  it  would  be  da-ngeroit) 
to  toJie  kim  from  (he  field  a>id  pat  liim  in  command  of  the  entire  Army  of 
the  United  States. 

In  answer  to  fliefirst  branch  of  the  gentleman's  argument  I  have  only 
this  to  say:  we  are  now  very  near  to  tbe  close  of  tlie  third  year  of  this 
war,  and  wWle  it  is  true  that  many  generals  iit  the  army  may  be  up  to-day 
and  dmm  to-morrow,  and  that  their  fiirlnatea  fiuctuate,  is  not  trae  of  the 
geno'al  to  w}tom  this  legislalion  applies.  Eis  star  has  been  steadily  rising. 
He  has  been  growing  greater  and  greater  day  by  day,  rising  from  an  ob- 
scure position,  scarcely  known  out  of  the  county  in  which  ho  resided. 
By  his  masterly  ability  he  now  stands,  without  saying  any  tiling  lo  the 
disparagement  of  other  generals,  head  and  shojiMers  over  evenj  other  gene- 
ral in  Hie  Army  of  the  United  States.  He  has  been  tried,  tried  long 
enou^i ;  and  if  his  star  were  to  go  down  to-morrow  be  lias  atiJl  done 
enough  to  entitie  him  to  this  prize. 

After  some  further  debate  Mr.  Ross  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  to  be  added  to  the  act ; 

And  that  we  respeiSfully  recommend  tte  appointment  of  Major  Oene- 
tal  n.  8.  Grant  for  the  position  of  lieutenant-general. 

On  this  amendment  a  spirited  debate  ensued  in  favor  of 
General  Grant,  when  Mr.  Washbame  took  the  floor  and 
said: 

I  had  not  intended  to  submit  any  remarks  on  Biia  bill.  I  have  made 
no  preparation  whatever  to  speak  to  its  merits ;  and  if  I  had  I  should  be 
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unablo  to  do  so  on  aoooont  of  the  present  state  of  017  health.  Ko  Hiiljject 
of  less  importance  than  this,  no  hiil  in  which  I  felt  a  loss  degree  of  in- 
terest, could  have  brought  me  to  Bis  House  to-day.  I  had  not  looked 
for  the  opposition  to  the  bill  which  has  been  manifested.  The  bill  hav- 
ing been  printed,  and  ite  provisions  being  very  simple  and  easy  of  com- 
prehension, I  supposed  we  should  have  come  to  a  vole  without  eitended 
debate,  aa  every  member  of  the  House  liad  undoubtedly  made  up  his 
mind  as  to  how  he  would  vote  on  the  questioa. 

The  proposition  Is  to  revive  tiie  grade  of  Ueulenaat-general,  for  the 
purpose  of  conferring  it  not  only  for  the  recognition  of  distinguished 
and  exceptional  services  already  rendered  lo  the  country,  but  for  tbe 
practical  purpose  of  investing  full  command  of  the  army  in  the  party 
receiving  the  appointment,  in  subordination,  of  course,  to  the  Command- 
er-in-Chief vinder  tbe  Constitution.  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  upon 
the  reasons  whioli  I  supposed  would  control  the  House  in  passing  this 
bill.  Those  reasons  njust  surest  themselves  'to  all  men  who  love  our 
country  and  the  flag.  They  spring  from  the  admiration  which  a  great 
and  magnaaimous  people  must  ever  feel  for  deeds  of  heroism  and  for 
public  service  of  untold  value,  and  for  which  no  reward  can  be  esteemed 
loo  great.  The  question  has  been  raised  aa  to  who  will  be  appointed 
under  the  bill  in  the  event  of  its  passage.  I  take  it  tliere  is  no  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor  who  has  really  any  doubt  upon  whom  tliis  appoint- 
ment will  be  conferred.  Under  the  language  of  the  bill,  referring  to 
most  eminent  and  distinguished  service,  I  think  one  individual,  and  one 
individual  alone,  is  pointed  out  so  distinctly  that  no  man  can  misunder- 
stand. 

A  great  ileal  has  beeu  said  as  to  what  might  have  happened  if  jjome 
such  bill  had  passed  two  years  ago;,  that  such  or  such  a  man  might 
have  receivecl  the  honor,  and  implying  that  Hie  party  upon  whom  the 
honor  may  be  conferred  under  this  bill  may  prove  himself  unworthy. 
How  much,  I  would  ask,  is  now  to  be  required  of  0  general  before  he 
can  have  the  confidence  of  tliis  House  ?  Mas  not  General  Orani  eame'l 
that  confidence,  and  proved  himself  morihy  of  full  iTiiSt  in  Vie  grealest  posi- 
Uons  t  I  dem/md  to  knov  iiikal  would  have  been  tmr  po/tilirm  as  a  nation 
in  the  present  sirujgle  had  it  not  been  for  the  oehievemc-ts  of  General  Grant? 
Where  can  you  point  to  a  series  of  greater  triumphs  than  he  has 
Bcliieved,  a  more  complete  succession  of  victories,  which  are  unsurpassed 
in  history,  and  which  for  the  brilliancy  of  their  achievement,  and  in 
fljrtherance  of  the  great  cause  in  which  he  has  so  nobly  fought,  have 
made  his  name  and  his  fame  as  lasting  as  the  history  of  tlie  nalion? 
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I  have  spoken  of  the  interest  I  feel  in  tliis  bill,  but  if  I  Imow  myself 
it  is  a  feeling  lliat  rises  far  above  the  conEiderationa  of  personal  friend- 
ship wkieli  I  entertain  for  tlie  distingiiislied  soldier  whose  name  has 
been  connected  witt  it.  /  am  not  here  to  speafc  for  General  Grant  No 
man  with  his  consent  Jias  eiw  menfi'on«i  Ids  no/me  m  coimectum  viith  any 
■posititm.  I  say  what  I  know  to  lie  true  whan  I  allege  that  every  pro- 
motion he  has  received  sinee  ho  first  entered  the  service  to  put  down 
this  rebellion  was  moved  without  his  knowledge  or  consent ;  and  io 
regard  to  this  very  matter  of  lieutenant^enoral,  after  the  hill  was  intro- 
duced and  his  name  mentiOBed  in  connection  therevnth,  he  wrote  me  niui 
admonished  me  that  he  had  leen  highly  honored  already  by  the  GoverameKt, 
and  did  nol  ask  or  deserve  any  thing  more  in  the  shape  of  honors  or  pmmo- 
tion;  and  that  a  success  over  the  enemy  VHts  wlud  he  craved  above  cvei-y 
thing  else;  Ihathe  only  desired  io  hold  sach  an.  ipfbience  over  those  wider  Jiis 
command  as  to  use  them  to  the  best  advantage  to  seatre  that  end.*  Such  is 
the  laoguage  of  this  palrlotio  and  single-minded  soldier,  ambiUous  only 
of  serving  Ms  country  and  doing  his  whole  duty.  Sir,  whatever  this 
House  may  do,  the  coanti-y  will  do  justice  to  General  Grant  We  can  see 
that.    I  Hiiuk  I  can  appreciate  that  myself. 

After  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  a  little  less  than  two  years  ago,  a  wave  of 
calumny  and  detraction  swept  over  General  Grant  with  a  power  that 
would  have  overwhelmed  any  man  of  less  strength  and  courage.  My 
neighbor  and  my  friend,  appointed  upon  my  own  recommendation,  I 
sought  in  my  place  on  this  floor  the  earliest  occasion  to  tell  the  country 
somethmg  of  this  general,  denunciations  of  whom  were  ringing  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.  I  beheve  lean  say  I  scarcely  liad 
the  sympathy  of  a  ain^e  member  on  this  floor  in  making  that,  speech, 
which  was  only  regarded  as  a  somewhat  eitravagant  defence  of  a 
friend.  Willing  to  take  the  responsibility  of  standing  by  my  record 
then,  Inow  appeal  to  history  for  my  juaHficolion,  and  ask  if  General  Grant 
has  not  far  transcended  every  thing  that  I  claimed  far  him. 

It  cannot  certainly,  Mr.  Speaker,  bo  necessary  for  me  to  enl«r  info 
any  detail  of  the  services  of  General  Grant  to  the  country.  They  are 
as  familiar  as  household  words  to  our  constituents,  if  not  to  us  here. 
Why  necessary  to  recount  that  long  list  of  triumphs  and  of  victories 
from  Belmont  to  Lookout  Mountain  7  Look  at  what  this  man  has  done 
for  his  country,  for  humanity  and  civilization — this  modest  and  imprc- 
iending  general  whom  gentlemen  appear  to  bo  bo  much  afraid  of.     He 

*  Another  evidence  of  General  Grant's  remarkably  retiring  modcaty. 
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fiM  feuglii  nwre  lailles  and  wan  more  mdaries  than  any  man  living;  he 
has  captured  more  prisoners  oM  tii^n  mare  guns  than  omy  gcne.ral  of 
modera  times.  To  us  in  tho  groat  valloy  of  the  West  he  has  rendered 
a  serriee  in  opening  our  great  channel  of  communication  to  the  ocean, 
BO  that  the  great  Father  of  Waters  now  gosa  "unvesed  to  the  sea,  "which 
endears  him  to  aE  our  hearts.  Sir,  mhan  his  Mae  kgiom  ctovmed  the 
credef  ricfofritrj,  aad  llis  hosts  of  rebsMum  laid  their  arms  at  the  fid  of 
lliis  great  coaqjieror,  the  rebel  amfederacy  leas  cut  ia  tuiaia  and  the  back- 
hone  of  the  reiiifl/oj!  6roSen. 

I  apeak  of  the  faU  of  Vkksburg.  I  might  speak  of  what  went 
before.  It  was  my  good  fortune  to  be  with  Genera!  Grant,  and  with 
that  noble  array,  every  man  of  wliom  is  a  hero,  at  the  commoneement  of 
the  espeditioQ  which  culminated  in  the  taking  of  Vicksburg.  We  all 
know  how  Ul  at  ease  the  publlo  mind  was  last  winter  pending  General 
Grant's  operations  on  the  bwer  MissiisippL  The  eipedllion  by  Gren- 
ada, the  openmg  f  th  I  Ih  p  g  f  th  b  y  la  had  not  suc- 
ceeded: the  CO  ntrr  w  »U  1  tempt  t  fl  k  that  stronghold 
likely  to  prove  b  U  and  th  waa  gr  n  ty.  Bat  with  un- 
iftitbn  con>fenc«  }  ms  if  G  al  G  ip  ve  I  th  eifen  t^nor  of  his 
way,  and  witli  t  1  ce  p  I  is  tlie  plan  finally 
adopted,  and  wh  h  CO  Id  a  t  be  d  rtak  mt  1  th  iver  and  bayous 
should  suflicientlj  recede  to  enable  them  to  move.  Then,  sir,  was  seen 
that  bold  and  daring  esnception  vihkh  I  sail  is  wiiliont  paraUel  in  all  mili- 
tary history.  It  was  to  send  his  array  and  his  transportation  by  land  on 
the  Louisiana  ^de  from  Milliken's  Bend  to  a  point  below  Vicksburg,  and 
then  run  the  frowning  batteries  of  that  rebel  Gibraltar,  with  its  hun- 
dreds of  guns,  with  his  transports,  and  thus  enable  him  to  cross  the 
river  bdow  Vicksburg,  and  get  on  to  the  shores  of  Mississippi.  Tlte 
country  ims  startled  at  the  ancoeaa  whicti  attended  the  running  of  those 
battflries  by  the  frail  Mississippi  steamboats  used  as  transports,  and  the 
rebels  stood  aghast  when  they  saw  seven  or  eight  transports  and  aU  of 
Porter's  gunboats  below  Vicksburg. 

There  was  something  in  this  matter  of  running  tliose  batteries  by 
the  tr«nspor{a  wliioh  deserves  more  than  a  passing  notice,  as  showuig 
tho  indomitable  spirit  and  courage  of  that  magnificent  army.  Certain 
boats  were  detailed  for  the  extraordinary  and  hazardous  service  of  run- 
ning the  batteries,  but,  with  one  exception,  the  a-evis  of  aS  the  boats  re- 
fused to  go.  Tlie  provost  marshal  was  then  ordered  to  beat  up  for  vol- 
unteers. No  sooner  was  the  notice  given  than  soldiers  naked  in  for  the 
service  and  at  once  many  times  the  number  that  was  called  for  was  fill- 
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eii— pilots,  engineers,  firemen,  and  deck-hirnds,  in  tlia  ereatcal  numbers 
offered  thoinsolves.  From  one  regimenl,  known  aa  tha  Lead  Mine  regi- 
ment, rMseJ  in  my  own  seotioo,  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  siitoen 
iceii  and  si:;tflen  commisionod  officers  yolimteered  for  tliot  dangerous 
yet  glorious  service.  The  consequence  of  all  this  was  that  resort  was 
lUid  to  lot  as  to  who  ahotM  Aaas  We  privilege  of  riihm^  life  in  that  unpn/roi- 
Idedadneatwre.  OnenoUc  'boy  from  my  own  citij,  viho  had  drawn  tlmprisi, 
loas  ofereii  $100  in  greenbacks  for  his  ckancs,  which  he  refmed  to  take,  but 
courageously  held  on  and  succossfiilly  passed  not  only  the  Vicksburg 
but  the  Gtrand  Gulf  batteries.  What  king^uago  can  do  justice  to  an 
army  nnimated  by  suoli  a  spirit?  What  triiunplis  and  wliat  glorias 
might  not  justly  bo  expected  from  it  ? 

The  transports  and  gunboats  below  the  batteries,  the  army  reaches 
by  land  marolies  Perkins's  plantation,  twenty  miksaboye,  and  Hard  Times 
landing,  nearly  opposite  Grand  Sulf.  It  was  supposed  that  Admiral 
Porter,  irho  always  seeomied  General  Grant  with  a  zeal  equal  to  his 
courage  and  ability,  could  reduce  the  batteries  at  Grand  Gul^  ailer 
which  the  troops  were  to  be  crossed  over  in  the  transports,  and  were 
to  lanil  and  carry  the  place  by  assault.  But  after  five  hours  and  a  half 
of  the  moat  desperate  naral  fighting  ever  seen  upon  this  continent,  the 
brave  Porter  drew  off  his  shattered  fleet,  uuabla  to  effect  a  reduction  of 
the  prindpai  battery.  During  all  of  this  tune  the  army  had  been  wait- 
ing with  intense  impatience  for  the  time  to  come  when  the  g^uns  of 
the  batteries  sliould  he  wleneed  anti  they  could  laud,  iad  great  was  tJie 
disappointment  when  it  was  known  that  the  fleet  liad  failed  to  reduce 
the  works.  It  seemed  then  tliat  all  had  miscarried,  and  that  the  eipo. 
dition,  on  which  so  many  hopes  hung,  would  be  a  failure. 

Al  thatimmeiit  vta^seertin  General  Grant  that  greaJxstofall  gifts  of  a 
miHiary  tnaa — Sic  0t  of  decidiag  i'nsftHi%  amid  Oie  pressure  of  the  great- 
est emerge'icies.  I  was  with  him  when  Porter  reported  his  inability  to 
reduce  tho  batteries,  and  in  an  instant  he  made  hia  new  dispositions,  and 
gave  his  orders.  Tiioy  were,  to  debark  all  his  troops,  and  march  them 
down  throe  miles  below  Grand  Gulf,  "  and,"  said  he,  "  after  nightfall  I 
ivill  run  every  transport  I  have  below  their  batteries,  and  not  one  sllall 
be  icjured."  And,  sure  enough,  when  it  became  dark,  Porter  again  at- 
tacked tho  batteries  with  his  fleeti  and  amid  the  din  and  clatter  of  the 
attack,  the  transports  all  safely  passed  Grand  Gulf.  And,  sir,  it  was  a 
noble  sight  as  this  grand  army  was  about  to  bivouao  at  Distiaroou  land- 
ing, tliree  miles  below  Grand  Gulf,  witli  their  camp  fires  biiroing  brightly 
ou  that  soft  April  night,  when  theso  transports,  one  by  one,  escaping  all 
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serious  injurjr  from  the  terriSc  tempest  ttrougb  which  they  had  passed, 
rounded  to,  responding  to  eager  inquiriea,  "All  is  well,"  end  ■which 
was  followed  by  such  a  ^hout  aa  our  braye  and  patriotic  soldiera  only 
can  giTO. 

Early  the  cost  morning  this  whole  army  was  again  embarked  on 
board  tlio  gucboata  and  transports,  bound  down  the  Mississippi,  for 
"Cowes  and  a  market,"  for  aorae  place  wliere  a  landing  could  be  made  on 
solid  ground  on  the  Mississippi  aide.  And  that  was  a  proud  spectacle 
when  tlie  griiu  old  iron-dad  Benton,  the  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Porter,  on 
which  was  General  Grant,  led  the  way  down  the  river.  Hie  entire  fleet 
and  tlio  transports  following.  She  landed  at  a  dilapidated  plantation 
called  Bruiusbilig,  and  General  Brant  toiis  tfie  Jirst  man  to  go  asJiors  to 
setk  iiiformalicni.  ITo  there  met  a  loyal  "  American  citizen  of  African 
descent,"  who  gare  hitn  trustworthy  information  in  regard  to  the  coun- 
try and  the  toads  into  tlie  interior.  Instantly  the  debarkation  of  tho 
troops  commented,  and  the  line  of  march  taken  up  toward  Port  Gibson. 
Before  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,  May  1,  1863,  the  enemy  was  en- 
countered, and  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson,  the  llrat  of  the  series  resulting 
in  the  capture  of  Vicksbui^,  was  fought  during  tliat  wbole  day,  ending 
finally  in  the  complete  rout  of  the  enemy. 

And  that  which  must  ever  be  regarded  by  the  historian  as  the  most 
extraordinary  feature  of  tliis  campaign,  is  the  astounding  fact  that  when 
Oeieral  Grant  landed  in  tlie  Suite  of  Mississippi  and  made  his  campaign  in 
the  enemy's  cotmiry,  he  had  a  smaUer  force  Jfton  the  enemy.  There  he 
was,  in  the  enemy's  country,  cut  off,  in  a  measure,  iVom  his  supplies, 
with  a  great  river  in  his  rear,  and  in  one  of  tlie  most  defensible  of  coun- 
tries, through  which  he  had  to  pass,  lb  his  idomitaliJe  courage  and  sn- 
c^yy,  to  his  unparalleled  celerity  of  moiiemenl,  striking  the  enemy  in  detail, 
aid  beating  him  oa  werij  field,  is  the  country  indebted  to  those  wonderfid 
successes  of  tliat  campaign  which  have  not  only  challenged  liie  gratitude 
and  admiration  of  our  own  countrymen,  but  tlie  admiration  of  the 
best  military  men  of  all  nations.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Famsworth]  has 
well  said  that  General  Grant  is  no  "  carpet  knight."  If  gentlemen  could 
know  him  as  I  know  him,  and  as  his  soldiers  know  him,  they  would  not 
be  so  reluctant  about  coaferring  this  honor.  If  they  could  have  seen  him 
as  1  saw  him  on  that  eipedition ;  if  they  could  have  witnessed  his  terri- 
ble earnestness,  his  devotion  to  his  duty,  his  care,  his  vigilance,  aiid  his  tin- 
challenged  courage,  I  think  their  opposition  to  this  bill  would  give  way. 

Wlien  ho  left  his  head-quarters  at  "  Smith's  plantation,"  below  Vicks- 
burg,  to  enter  on  that  gieat  campaign,  he  did  not  take  with  him  tlie 
19* 
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trappings  and  paraphornalia  bo  common  to  many  military  men.  As  all 
depended  on  quickness  of  movement,  and  as  it  iv33  important  to  be  en- 
ciimbered  witli  as  littlo  baggage  as  possible,  he  set  an  example  to  all  un- 
der Mm.  He  took  with  him  neither  a  horse,  nor  an  orderly,  nor  a  servant^ 
nor  a  camp  cheat,  nor  an  orercoat,  nor  a  blanket,  nor  even  a  Glean  shirt. 
His  entire  baggage  for  six  days — I  was  with  him  at  that  time — was  a 
toolh  hrush.  He  fared  like  the  commonost  soldier  in  his  command,  par- 
taking of  his  rations  and  sleeping  upon  the  ground,  with  no  covering 
excepting  the  canopy  of  heaven.  How  could  such  a  soldier  fail  to  inspire 
cimfidenee  in  an  army,  and  to  lead  it  to  victory  and  to  glory?  Confer 
upon  him  the  rank  contemplated  by  this  bill,  and  you  eicitfl  tlie  entJin- 
eiasmof  all  your  armies,  and  all  yoursoldiers  wilibeeager  to  follow  his 
victorious  banners  I 

But,  gentlemen  say,  wait  and  confer  this  rank  when  the  war  is  over. 
Sir,  I  want  it  conferred  now.  because  it  is  my  most  solemn  and  earnest 
coQVlction.that  Oeneral  Grant  is  the  man  upoaiBhom  we  mmi  de/pend  lo  fight 
oiri  iftts  rebdiio-a  in  the  fidd,  and  hring  this  war  to  a  speedy  and  trium- 
phant close.  It  is  said  that  he  will  have  to  leave  his  army  if  this  rank  is 
conferred  upon  him  and  come  to  Washington.  Let  me  say  to  genlJemen 
tliat  they  need  iiare  no  uneusiness  upon  that  score.  General  Grant,  if 
this  ^pointment  shall  be  conferred  upon  him,  iciU  never  leave  the  fields 
ltd  he  will  be  with  his  army  wherever  his  presence  is  most  needed ;  he  will 
be  with  his  soldiers  to  lead  them  on  in  tbis  gigantic  stru^le  lo  preserve 
our  God-given  CJovemment,  in  which  he,  in  common  with  all  loyal  men, 
has  so  great  an  interest. 

After  a  few  brief  remarks  from  other  members,  Mi-. 
Ross's  amendment  was  carried  by  117  votes  against  19. 
The  bill  so  amended  was  finally  passed  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  their  action. 

The  Senate  having  eonfii-med  the  bill,  so  far  as  it  revived 
the  grade  of  Lieutenant-GeneraJs,  and  the  President  hav- 
ing, on  March  1st,  approved  the  same,  Major-General 
"Ulysses  S.  Grant  was  nominated  by  President  Lincoln  for 
that  high  rank.  On  the  2d  of  March,  1804,  the  nomina- 
tion was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  in  Executive  Session, 
and  he  became  the  ranking  officer  of  the  United  States 
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CHAPTER    LVII. 

PEEPAEING  FOK  A  NEW  CAMPAIGN. 

Gekekai  Geant  liad  no  sooner  finished  one  campaign 
before  he  began  making  his  plans  for  another  still  more 
brilliant.  He  forwarded  to  Washington  his  views  of  the 
way  the  war  in  the  southwest  should  be  conducted  to  in- 
sure the  earliest  and  most  complete  suppression  of  the 
rebellion.  What  these  views  are  in  detail  will  be  devel- 
oped by  time  ;  but  among  other  reconuaendations  that  of 
a  concerted  movement  of  all  oar  armies  under  one  policy, 
and,  so  far  as  practicable,  under  one  direction,  was  the 
principal  feature  of  General  Grant's  project. 

In  alluding  to  this  plan,  a  correspondent  at  Chattanooga 
wrote  as  follows: 

Assuming  that  it  is  true  that  General  Grant  has  forwarded  to 
■Washington  hia  plan— and  whetlier  he  has  or  not  can  be  ascertaineil  by 
inquiry  at  the  proper  department — no  one  will  question  liifl  title  to  do 
80,  or  the  weight  hia  reeommendatioos  should  Iiave.  Standing  before 
the  eountrj-  the  first  Genera!  in  the  field,  mlh  restilts  prmiaig  hie  great 
ahilities,  '•limit  maneBow,  it  ia  not  to  be  supposed  for  an  instant  that 
his  views  iviU  fail  to  excite  the  greatest  interest.  To  suppose  that  they 
will  not  enter  largely  into  the  future  conduct  of  the  war  is  to  imply  a 
disposition  to  deny  him  the  influence  his  great  services  entiUe  him  tq 
have,  and  a  si  spieion  that  the  powers  at  Washington  are  inimical  to 
the  General,  Ai-honi  the  country  recognizes  as  not  only  haying  done 
most,  but  as  liest  qualiSed  to  give  counsel.  It  may,  therefore,  con- 
fidenUy  be  expected  that  the  future  movements  of  our  armies  and  the 
policy  that  wUl  prev^l  in  the  campaigns  to  follow,  will  be  much  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  fuggsstious  of  Geueral  Grant, 


d^vGoogle 


I  do  not  pretenii  to  speak  fi-om  auOiority.  If  General  Grant  !ias  not 
presented  his  views  notliing  will  be  heard  of  them  at  WaaliingWn.  If 
he  lias,  we  may  aafely  assume  that  no  time  ivill  be  lost  in  ^viug  them 
that  consideration  to  which  the  great  emiaent^e  of  tlio  autlior  cntitloa 

The  Congress  at  Washington,  however,  gave  evidence 
of  their  desire  to  forward  General  Grant's  plans,  and 
Senator  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  oflered  the  following  joint 
resolution  on  the  7th  of  January,  1864,  uiider  the  plea  of 
releasing  the  prisoners  withm  the  rebel  lines : 


Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeutatiyes  in  Congresa 
assembled : 

Sec.  I.  Thai  (he  Fresideat  of  ike  United  Siaka  is  herehj  authorized  and 
reqaeited  to  coS  outaiKlanii  one  miUioit  of  isolaitisers  to  serve /<»•  theperiod 
ofnineiy  days  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  to  te  employed  to  oarrj 
food  and  freedom  to  every  captive  held  in  rebel  prisons,  and  to  plant  tiie 
Bag  of  the  United  States  upon  every  prison  they  occcipy. 

SeO.  2.  ThatOie  Presirfcnf  be  requested  to  assign  Major-GeneraX  Ulysses 
S.  Qrantto  the  erniinand  of  the  forces  raised  wider  fhis  caU,  together  viilh 
sucli  of  the  forces  now  in  (he  fidd  uj  may  be  joined  with  Ihent,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  detail  for  the  subordinate  cocDmands  ia  the  forces 
to  be  raised  under  the  authority  of  these  resolutions,  such  officers  or 
privates  now  in  the  field  as  he  may  deem  best  qnaliiled  therefor ;  or  he 
may  assign  to  such  oommands  any  person  or  persons  mho  may  vol- 
HQtcer  under  the  same  authority ;  provided,  however,  that  any  officer 
or  private,  now  in  the  mflitary  gervioe  of  the  United  States,  who  may 
lie  detailed  to  any  such  command  by  authority  hereby,  shah  receive  no 
additional  i)ay  for  such  substituted  service;  and  no  vohnnteor,  under 
the  same  authority,  who  shall  be  detailed  to  any  auoh  command,  shall 
rewlve  more  pay  tlian  the  pay  of  a  private. 

In  the  mean  time  General  Grant  devoted  hia  attention 
to  the  minor  duties  connected  with  hia  immediate  depart- 
ment. 

Many  of  the  reliel  troops  finding  that  all  hope  for  the 
ostabliahment  of  a  Southern  Confederacy  had  passed  awny, 

*  N-iiB  Tor!c  Tiir.es,  December,  1363. 
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and  that  whenever  General  Grant  moved  victory  was  al- 
ways his  constant  attendant,  began  to  desert  from  their 
ranks,  and  came  within  the  Union  lines  in  large  numbers. 
To  prevent  them  from  being  retaken  and  summarily  pun- 
ished by  the  rebel  authorities,  the  commanding  General 
issued  the  following  order  for  their  disposition  and  pro- 
tection : 

Head-Quarters  Military  Divirios  op     ) 
THE  Mississippi,  IN  THE  Field,  >■ 

Chattanooga,  Tens.,  December  12,  1B63. ) 
[General  Orders,  So.  10.] 

To  obtain  uciforraity  in  the  disposition  ofdesecters  from  tbe  Con- 
federate armies  coming  within  this  military  division,  tiie  foOowing  order 
is  published: 

I.  All  deaertera  from  the  enemy  coming  within  our  lines  will  be  con- 
ducted to  the  commander  of  diiieion  or  detached  brigade  wlio  sliaH  be 
nearest  the  place  of  surrender. 

II.  If  such  commander  is  satisfied  liiat  the  deserters  desire  to  quit 
tho  Confederate  service,  Tie  Jnay  permit  them  to  go  to  their  homes,  if 
within  our  lines,  on  talcing  the  foUowiiig  oath: 


"  I  do  solemnly  Bwear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  I  wiU 
hencefortli  f;iithfully  support,  protect,  and  defend  ilie  Constitutioo  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Union  of  States  thereunder,  and  that  I  will 
in  like  manner  aliide  by  and  faithfully  support  all  acts  of  Conpress 
passed  during  the  existing  robolhon  with  reference  to  sieves,  so  long 
and  so  ftr  as  not  yeS  repoSed,  modiSed,  or  heM  void  by  Congress  oc  by 
deration  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  I  will  in  like  manner  abide  by 
and  Aiithftdly  support  all  proclamations  of  the  President  made  during 
the  existing  rebellion  having  reference  to  slaves,  so  long  and  so  far  as 
not  modiB^  or  declared  void  by  dedsion  of  tho  Supreme  Court,  so  help 
ma  God. 
"  Sworn  and  siibacribed  to  before  me  at- — —this day  of 186   ." 

IlL  Deserters  from  tlie  enemy  will  at  once  be  disarmed,  and  their 
arms  turned  over  to  Ihe  nearest  Ordnance  Officer,  who  will  account  for 

IV.  Passes  and  rations  may  bo  given  to  deserters  to  carry  tiiem  to 
their  homes,  and  free  passes  over  military  railroads  and  on  steamboats 
in  Government  employ. 
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V.  Employment  at  fair  wages  will,  when  practicabiG,  bo  given  to 
deserters  by  officers  of  tho  Quartermaster  and  Engineer  Departments. 

3b  avoid  ffle  danger  ofre-captwe  of  such  deserters  by  the  enemy,  they  im'U 
be  ea^empt  from,  the  military  service  ia  tlie  armies  of  the  Uailtid  States. 

By  order  of  Major-General  XJ.  S.  Gruji. 

T.  S.  Bowers,  A.  A.-G. 

General  Grant  also  issued  an  order  that  "  no  encourage- 
ment will  te  given  to  traders  or  army  followers,  who  have 
left  tlitir  homes  to  avoid  enrollment  or  the  draft,  and  to 
speculate  upon  the  soldiers'  pay;  and  this  class  of  persons 
will  not  be  tolerated  in  the  armies  of  the  Military  Di- 
vision of  the  Mississippi." 

He  also  promulgated  orders  for  the  better  protection  of 
the  property  of  loyal  citizens  residing  within  the  rebellious 
States,  and  for  the  pi'oper  seizure  of  the  effects  of  rebels 
forfeited  to  the  United  States  under  the  special  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  for  that  purpose. 

The  following  are  the  orders  alluded  to  : 

UeiDQTTlETEKsMniTABTDlVIBl   N  OF    1 

rn^TTlNOOOA,  Tesn    Dcem,beT\3  1863  ) 
[Genial  Orders,  Ab  11.] 

Afl  Quartermaatera  w  th  n  tho  MJitary  Ims  tn  of  tl  o  M  ts  osippi 
who  now  have,  or  may  hereafter  toce  ^o  mune  s  for  rents  ace  n  rg 
from  abandoned  property  or  prop  rty  knon  n  to  belong  tu  Se  eif,  ou  ots 
within  tills  Military  Divis  oo,  a  e  herebj  d  reoted  to  pay  inch  n  oneys 
into  the  handa  of  the  nearest  Treasury  Agent,  taking  his  receipt  there- 
for, escepting  such  sons  out  of  said  mooeys  so  collected  as  may  be 
requisite  to  puy  the  necessary  eipenses  of  collection  and  the  tases  due 
the  United  States  upon  the  same. 

Any  property  DOW  held  by  any  Quartermaster,  and  upon  which  rents 
are  collected  by  him,  shall,  when  satisfactorily  proven  1«  belong  to 
loyal  citizens,  be  restored  to  tJie  possession  of  the  owners,  together 
with  all  moneys  collected  for  rents  upon  tho  same,  oscepting  only 
such  sums  as  may  be  required  to  pay  the  necessary  eipenses  of  collec- 
tion, and  the  taxes  due  to  the  United  States  upon  the  same. 

Department  and  Corps  Commanders  and  Commandants  of  Military 
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Posts  and  Stations  within  iK"  MTlary  D'vi'i'on  are  hereby  require'l  ind 
directed,  wheaever  called  upoa  1  y  proper  author  ty  to  promptlj  afford 
all  necessary  aaaiatanoe  in  enfori,  ng  tl  e  collection  of  tiie  tases  due 
upon  all  property  witliin  this  commaad 

Corps  Commanders  witlm  tlus  Military  Dvitn  are  directed  to 
immediately  seize,  or  cause  to  be  seued  nil  County  Becorda  and  docu 
ments  stowing  titles  and  cla  ms  to  property  with  n  the  reyolted  States 
in  their  respective  districts,  and  hold  the  same  nntol  they  can  be  deliv- 
ered to  ao  authorized  Ta.t  Commissioner  of  the  United  Slates. 

Where  property  is  used  by  the  Govemment  without  paying  rent, 
tie  collection  of  ta^es  on  it  will  be  suspended  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Major-GeueralU.  S.  Grant, 

T.  S.  Bowers,  A.  A.-G. 

HBiD-QUiRTERS  MTLITflRT  DlVTSIOS  OP  1 

CSATTANOOGi,  I'BSN.,  December  16,  1863.  ) 
[Generoi  Orders,  No.  12.] 

1.  All  seizures  of  private  buildings  will  be  made  by  the  Quarter- 
maeter'a  Department,  on  the  order  of  the  comiiianding  officer.  The 
buildings  of  disloyal  persons  alone,  will  be  taken  to  furnish  officers  with 
quarters,  and  the  need  for  public  offices  and  storehouses  must  be  sup- 
plied in  preference. 

2.  When  the  urgent  eiigencies  of  tlie  service  require  it,  the  buildings 
of  loyal  persons  may  be  taken  for  storehouses  and  offices,  but  only 
alter  aU  suitable  buUdings  belonging  to  disloyal  persons  have  been 
sei^d, 

3.  In  the  seizure  of  buildings,  tJie  owner  will  bo  allowed  to  retain  all 
movables  except  tha  means  of  heating. 

4.  All  officers  will  remain  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  tlieir  com- 
mands, and  if  having  a  less  command  than  a  division  or  a  post,  when 
the  command  is  in  tents  they  will  occupy  tents  themselves. 

5.  Commanding  officers  are  prohibiKd  from  quartering  troops  in 
houses,  without  the  special  written  authority  of  the  General  ecmmand- 
ing  the  Corps  or  J)epartment  to  which  they  belong. 

8.  In  furnisliing  quarters  to  oaicers  mit  serving  with  troups,  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  will  be  governed  by  existing  regulations. 

1.  Ten  days  after  the  receipt  and  distribution  of  this  order,  Corps 
Commanders  will  cause  an  inspection  of  their  00™--  ands  to  be  made  by 
their  Assistant  Inspectors  General,  and  will  arrest  and  prefer  charges 
against  every  officer  who  nmy  be  OL'Cupying  quarters  not  assigned  '■> 
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liim  by  the  Quartonnaater's  DeparUnent,  or  in  violation  of  paragraph  4 
of  this  order. 

Bj  order  of  Major-Geuoral  D.  3.  Ge.vnt. 

T.  aBowEKS,  A.  A.-G. 

General  Grant,  ever  uiindi'iil  of  the  comforts  of  the  sol- 
diers under  his  command,  ordered  the  following  important 
notice  to  be  sent  on  Dec.  22,  1833,  from  the  office  of  the 
Chief  Quartermaster  at  Looisville,  Ky.,  to  prevent  any 
stoppage  of  the  supplies  to  his  army : 

All  requisitions  made  by  Captcin  J,  A.  Potter,  Assistant  Quatter- 
masler  United  States  Army,  for  military  supplies,  will  he  immediately 
and  promptly  tilled. 

In  case  of  delay  or  refusal  on  the  part  of  any  raQrond,  Captain 
Potter  is  authorized  to  take  such  means  as  may  be  necessary  \a  enforce 
compliance. 

By  order  of  Major-Gcnoral  U.  S.  Geant. 

ROBBKT  Allek,  Brig.-Gsn.  and  Chief  Quarlermasler. 
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CHAPTER  Lvnr. 

GEN.  GE,tNT  PERSONALLY  IN^PEtTS  HIS  ORANJ 

Having  thus  secured  all  that  appeared  at  that  time  to 
require  his  personal  attention,  General  Grant  determined  to 
visit  the  outposts  of  his  department,  and  left  Chattanooga 
for  Nashville, 

An  army  (soi-respoudent  at  the  former  place  thus  records 
liis  departure : 

Gen.  Grant  left  Chattanooga  yesterday  on  the  coble  aud  fest-aailing 
governmeiit  steam  packet  Point  Rock,  en  rank  for  Nashville  and  Louia- 
Tillo.  Ilead-quaners  of  the  ilihtary  DiyisiOQ  of  the  Mississippi  will 
soon  be  established  in  the  last-named  town.  Geo.  Sherman  aecom- 
panied  hmi 

Qen  Grant  has  not  yet  entirely  recovered  from  the  effect  of  iha 
mjnnes  received  by  the  fall  from  his  horse  last  sumroer,  and  the  sickness 
has  made  sad  work  w  th  his  once  robust  frame.  He  walks  slowly, 
Bometimes  with  a  cone,  and  has  come  to  stoop  a  very  little.  But 
ttie  cheery  look,  which  bnghtens  into  a  cordial  smilo  ao  rapidly,  does 
not  convey  any  idea  of  auffaring.  The  soldiers  and  svb-qgicera  at 
Chtittoiwoga  wdl  niMB  himverymsdt;  for  they  had  cause  to  know  hira 
ftom  his  daily  walk  m  the  streets  among  iJiem.  "Then,  Graiit  isso 
easy  to  approach,"  say  they.  If  a  sub-officer  or  private  wishes  to  gain 
the  private  ear  of  the  General,  and  the  request  is  well  founded,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  wade  through  a  "cegulOTchanncll"  of  thirty-two  gorgeous 
and  cvirt  staff  officers  to  see  the  chief.  General  Grant  will  haoe  m  one 
beiieeen  him  aiid  liis  army  hul  kil  adjutant,  Brigadier- Qeruiral  Bawlings, 
who  is  a  hearty,  jovial,  plain-spoken,  hard-working  staff  officer,  just 
such  as  is  indispensable  to  an  enei^etic  chief  lilte  "  Old  Vicksbu^."  * 


*  Mr.  Westfah's  dispatch  (Dec.  !9,  1B6I)  to  Sew  rork  Herald. 
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Another  correspondent  announces  Gen.  Grant's  arrival 
lit  Nashville  in  the  following  language : 

The  flrst  soldier  of  the  timos,  the  hero  of  Donalgnn,  Vioksburg,  nnd 
Missionary  Ridge,  is  also  hero.  General  Grant  arrived  on  Saturday 
last,  December  20,  1S63,  ooeupjing  for  a  few  days  his  head-quartei's  on 
High  street,  the  same  once  occupied  by  General  Rosecrana,  being  llio 
nmnston  of  the  well-known  rebel,  Geot^  Cunmngham,  and  one  of  the 
Blateiiest  in  Nashville.  The  General  is  a  rain  of  medium  height,  rather 
spare  than  otherwise,  and  of  far  less  pretentious  appearanoe  than  majiy 
B,  second  lieutenant  frequently  seen  flashing  his  Snery  before  the  eyes 
of  wondering  beholders.  His  apparel  is  plain,  aud  a  trifle,  perhaps, 
negligi,  as  a  man  of  his  eelebriiy  can  very  well  afford  tliat  it  should  be 
— or,  perhaps,  just  come  in  from  the  engrossing  cares  and  toils  of  a 
brilliant  field,  the  spruce  exterior  of  tlie  martinet  seemed  specially  un- 
worthy of  attention.  His  face  is  but  little  striking.  Dark  brown  hair 
siirraouuts  a  hrow  straight  and  square,  thougli  of  no  unnsnai  apparent 
capacity.  His  blue  eyes  .ire  sharp  and  eipressipc,  while  his  nose,  not 
quite  straight  enough  for  Grecian,  is  delicate  as  well  as  bold  in  outline. 
A  short-cut  reddish  beard  and  mustache  conceal  mouth  and  chin,  wliich 
one  is  sure,  from  the  general  contour,  must  express  decision  and  energy. 

This  countenance  seen  in  repose  with  the  smoke  of  a  Havana  (General 
Grant  is  no  exception  to  the  all  rs  army  of 

using  the  fragrant  weed)  curling         ro     d  w      il  be  likely  to 

identify  it  as  belonging  to  the  mo  iors,  poc 

excellence,  and  beyond  a  doubt  the  S  raph        indeed,  as  well 

in  dress  as  in  address  and  man         h    gh  p  from  real 

greatness,  is  its  most  frequent  and      p    p     le  d  ral  Grant 

has  the  substantial  without  the  showy.  Simple  as  a  child,  modest  and  un- 
assummg,  of  high  lumor  and  ilamdeea  inUgrity,  no  man  could  W(]aF  more 
becomingly  the  clustering  chaplets  he  has  so  glorionsly  earned.  The 
President  may  well  felicitate  himself  in  having  retained  General  Grant 
in  command  ag^nst  the  strongest  pressure  for  his  removal.  The  result 
has  fuUy  vindicated  the  President's  discernment  and  sagacity,  and  se- 
cured  a  leader  to  our  armies  in  whom  they  and  the  whole  eountry  re- 
pose a  confidence  hardly  second  to  that  which  the  Chief  Ma^strate  him- 
self enjoys.  With  such  a  leader  tlie  future  will  be  sure  to  have  otiior 
great  successes  in  store,  and  the  campaign  about  to  open,  to  harbinger 
the  rebellion's  speedy  downfall.* 

*  Keio  York  Times  Nashville  correspondence,  December  23,  IfiGS, 
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The  commander  did  not  stay  longer  at  Nashville  than 
was  necessary  to  secare  active  work  on  the  railroad  com- 
munieations  ^vith  Chattanooga,  and  in  a  few  days  his  dt-- 
partiire  was  announced  for  Knoxville.  He  had  heard  that 
the  commnnicaiioas  with  that  post  had  been  much  cut  up 
and  endangered,  and,  therefore,  after  a  brief  stay,  he  left 
the  State  capital  for  that  point  of  his  department- 
While  at  Knoxville  he  felt  desirous  of  ascertaining  the 
condition  of  the  roads  betiveen  that  place  and  Louisville, 
by  way  of  Cumberland  Gap,  and  he  resolved  upon  making 
a  personal  examination  of  that  line  of  travel. 

The  following  dispatch  will  show  the  amount  of  hardship 
he  endured  to  gain  the  desired  information,  and  his  recep- 
tion along  the  route ; 

LontSTILLB,  Kt.,  JamiaTy  11,  18G4. 

General  TJ.  S.  Grant  arrivedhoretliiaaftornoon, from Enosvaie, having 
just  completed  a  six  days'  camptdgn  against  Jack  Frost.  He  aad  his  staff 
left  Knoiville  oo  the  5th  instant,  and  crossed  the  country  by  way  of 
Cumberland  Gap,  Earboiirsville,  Big  Hill,  Eichmond,  and  Leiingtoo,  to 
tliia  city,  having  la  BTuxivnta-  (lie  coldest  weather  and  deepest  sumo  Tcmiaa 
there  for  tMrty  year.%  The  trip  was  a  most  torrible  one — the  offloera 
liaving  to  waili  a  great  part  of  the  way,  driving  ^elr  nearly  frozen  ani- 
mals before  them.  The  descent  of  the  Gap  and  of  Big  Hill  is  represented 
to  have  been  nut  only  difficvit  bat  dangewas,  and  had  an  army  been  com- 
pelled at  this  time  to  cross  those  mountains  the  tasic  would  not  have 
been  much  leas  terrible  than  Macdonald'a  passage  of  the  Spleigen. 
Gteneral  Grant  had  a  much  easier  and  shorter  route  to  Nashville  by  way 
of  Chattanooga;  hut  he  chose  (his  d^iaali  and  dangereas  one  mleiy  from,  a 
desire  to  see  Jot  himself  the  capabilities  of  Ihe  comOnj  and  route  for  supply- 
iag  General  FbsleT's  army.  It  is  this  poraonal  attention  to  important  de- 
tails and  his  nggresaiva  style  of  war&re  which  is  the  secret  of  General 
Grunt's  great  auocess.  Thia  dilDmilt  journey,  imdertalcen  at  this  time,  ia 
indicative  of  the  indomitable  energy  of  the  man. 

AtLeiiogton,  Keatncky,  General  Grant  mat  with  a  spontaneous  recep- 
tion from  the  citizens.  The  town  was  crowded  with  the  country  visitors, 
and  nothing  would  satisfy  them  but  a  speech.  The  General,  however, 
contented  himself  witii  making  his  appearaHce.      The  people  insisted  on 
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his  KiiCting  upon  a  ckiir  that  lio  might  be  seen  to  better  advantage,  and, 
half  pualied  by  General  Leslie  Coomhs,  General  Gmnt  mounted  the  im- 
prorised  rostrum.  General  Coombs  then  introduced  him  in  a  neat  liitlo 
speech,  in  which  ho  said  that  "  General  Grant  had  told  him  in  coofideoco 
—and  he  would  not  repeat  it— that  he  never  liod  made  a  speech,  knew 
nothing  about  speceh- making,  and  had  no  disposition  to  learn."  After 
satisfying  the  curiosity  of  the  people,  but  without  ever  having  opened 
his  moutli,  General  Grant  dismounted  from  his  chair  and  retired,  amid 
the  cheers  of  the  assemblage. 

Ilia  arrival  at  the  Gait  House  w.is  not  generally  known,  and  few  who 
had  not  looked  at  the  books  suspected  Qiat  the  little  man  in  fadud  blue 
overcoat,  with  heavy  red  whiskers  and  keen,  bright  eyes,  the  hereof  the 
two  rebel  Gibraltars  of  ViokabuT^  and  Chattanooga,  stood  before  them. 
This  people  have  been  so  used  to  and  surfeited  with  brilliantly  dressed  and 
cleanly  sliaven  staff  officers,  with  every  pretence  star  or  double  star  that 
has  flitted  across  tliis  liorizon,  that  they  never  dreamed  of  recognizing  in 
tlie  blue  overcoaled  men  who  figured  in  the  scene  with  him,  the  ad- 
mu'able  and  hard-working  staff-officers  who  have  aided  in  no  little  de- 
gree to  General  Grant's  success.  General  Grant  was  acuompanied  by 
General  Wilson,  Colonel  Duff,  Colonel  T.  S.  Bowers,  and  others  of  hia 
staff.  The  party  are  to  leave  Id  the  morning  train  for  KashviUe,  where 
General  Grant  estahliahes  his  liead-quarters  for  the  present.* 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1864,  a  telegraphic  dispatch  aii- 
nonuced  that  raili'oad  coinmunioation  was  opened  hetween 
Louisville  and  Chattanoog^i,  A  private  letter  from  Chat- 
tanooga states  that  when  the  first  train  of  ears  fcom  Bridge- 
port aiTived  at  the  military  post,  the  fa«t  ca;i3ed  the 
greatest  rejoicing  throughout  the  whole  array,  and  that 
our  soldiers,  who  had  for  so  many  inoiiths  been  on  short 
raiions  were  soon  revelling  in  plenty. 

General  Grant  immediately  hegan  the  collection  of  a 
large  amount  of  supplies  at  Chattanooga  pi'eparatory  to 
the  opening  of  the  spring  campaign. 

The  following  exti-aot  will  give  some  idea  of  the  kboi 
required  to  effect  this  desirable  result : 

*  Mr.  \V.  IT.  G.  Shanks's  dispatch  to  the  2f'sui  Turk  Herald. 
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An  aunoancemeat  of  great  Iraportance  appeared  in  our  Chattanooga 
dispatch  of  yesterday.  It  was,  that  at  the  dose  of  tiiis  week  tiie  cars 
would  run  throngli  to  Chattanooga.  Only  tliose  thoroughly  jcformeil  of 
the  Tast  amount  of  labor  required  to  get  the  road  in  order  will  appreciate 
the  yictoTj  that  haa  been  won  by  our  soldiers  and  moohanica.  The  heavy 
force  that  has  been  employed  in  building  Ihe  bridge  over  the  Tennessee 
lliver  and  Falling  Waters  was  next  used  to  put  the  road  in  perfect  order 
from  Nashville  to  Bridgeport.  This  road  had  heretofore  been  in  a 
wretched  condition.  The  track  had  been  constantly  giving  way,  aod 
the  trains  have  been  badlj  damaged  by  accidents.  The  utmost  energy- 
was  displayed  to  make  this  road  flrst-dass,  and  equip  it  so  that  notonly 
can  our  army  at  Cliattanooga  be  thoroughly  supplied,  but  provisions  and 
ammunition,  pork,  bread,  salt,  cartridges,  cloOiing — the  necessaries  of 
life  for  a  great  army — be  accumulated  for  neit  spring's  campaign.  T!io 
road  swarmed  with  laborers  from  end  to  end,  until  this  was  accomplished. 
With  a  good  road,  the  furloughed  soldiera  can  be  sent  home  promptly,  and 
the  trains  returned  ponderous  with  military  indispensables.  It  was  no  less 
important  to  General  Grant  tliao  the  reorganization  and  re-enforcement 
of  his  array,  that  the  railroad  should  be  efficient.  It  would  bo  vain  to 
gather  the  manly  strength  of  the  nation  at  Chattanooga  if  we  could  not 
Bend  to  that  point  that  which  is  needed  to  provide  the  men  for  the  pres- 
ent, and  give  tiera  a  depfit  of  supplies  for  the  future.  Therefore,  we 
regard  the  construction  of  the  road  to  Chattanooga  as  a  significant  victory. 
It  means  as  much  in  the  direction  of  overeomiug  the  rebellion,  as  if  we 
had  g^ned  another  battle  in  East  Tennessee  or  Northern  Georgia,* 

On  the  13th  of  January  General  Gi'ant  was  in  Nashville, 
having  made  the  circuit  of  his  deparment  in  the  most  in- 
clement season  of  the  year. 

It  was  by  this  personal  superintendence  of  every  little 
detail  that  he  has  heretofore  been  victorious,  and  was  en- 
abled to  prepare  for  a  vigorous  campaign  at  the  opening 
up  the  spring  of  1S64. 

A  Washington  correspondent  sent  the  following  para- 
graph to  a  prominent  daily  paper  during  February,  1864: 

An  officer  just  in  from  General  Grant's  head-quarters  states  that  aU 
through  ihe  country  to  the  rear  of  ihe  Union  lines  a  Pniifn  offuxr,  in  Ms  rnii- 

*    Cinnitnati  Comtnercial,  Januar>-  14,  1S6'1. 
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form,  con  ride  umiK^nsUd  la  any  portions  of  Missisiippi,  Tknnesiee,  and  Ala- 
iaina,  halUng  atfam-lwiuies  along  ike  road  for  sucli  rifrcs/imenta  and  shdUr 
as  he  may  desire.* 

What  an  evidence  of  the  superiority  of  management  of 
the  departments  in  that  region  is  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
short  paragraph. 

Tlie  following,  concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  com- 
mander of  the  I'orces  io  the  Southwest  carries  out  his  cam- 
paigns, appeared  recently  in  a  public  journal: 

Genera]  Grant  appears  to  have  been  acting  from  the  beginning  of  his 
first  campaign  upon  a  fiiel  principle— (o  take  away  fimit  the  rebels  what- 
eiier  they  declare  themselves  least  aJile  to  spare.  In  January,  1862,  it  waa 
rumored  that  the  rebel  capital  would  presently  be  removed  to  Nash- 
ville Grant  determined  to  bo  beforehand  with  Iiuvis,  moved  upon  the 
works  of  Port  Donelson,  and  after  very  unliandoomeiy  capturing  the 
Earnson,  with  General  Buckner,  took  possession  of  Nashville. 

Next  Mr.  Davis  announced  to  all  the  world  that  the  fate  of  the  Con- 
federacy depended  upon  tlie  fate  of  Vicksburg.  Hereupon  Grant 
moved  down  and  captured  that  place. 

East  Tennessee  was  ueit  declared  to  bo  absolutely  necessary  to  tlie 
safety  of  the  rebel  cause.  The  untiring  Grant  no  sooner  heard  this  than 
he  sent  Slierman  to  Knoiville  to  drive  off  Longstreet,  and  leisurely 
drove  Bragg  away  fiom  Chuttanooga.f 

*  New  York  "Miane.         \  Nm  York  Evening  Post,  February,  1864. 
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CHAFTEE  LIX. 

GENERAL  GEANT  AT  ST.  LOUIS. — PUBLIC  DINNEE, 

On  the  26th  of  January,  1864,  having  satisfied  hiraeelf 
that  all  was  right  in  his  gi'and  department,  General  Grant 
visited  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  his 
child,  who  was  there  lying  sick. 

The  knowledge  of  General  Grant's  arrival  in  that  city 
was  gained  by  some  visitors  inspecting  the  book  of  the 
hotel  where  he  had  put  up.  The  entry  was  simply  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  U.  S.  Geaxt,  Chattanooga." 

That  entry,  modest  and  simple  aa  it  was,  spoke  volumes ; 
for,  hidden  under  those  seven  letters  that  composed  his 
name  and  initials,  lay  unseen  the  titles  of  "  Major-General 
of  the  United  States  Aitqj,"  "  Conqueror  of  Yicksburg  and 
Chattanooga,"  "  Grand  Commander  of  the  Mihtary  Divi- 
sion of  the  Mississippi."  It  did  not  require  to  be  written, 
for  it  was  all  embraced  in  "  U.  S.  Grant." 

As  soon  as  it  became  known  that  General  Grant  was 
really  in  St,  Louis — it  had  been  doubted  by  many  that  so 
great  a  general  could  have  entered  their  city  without  a 
brilliant  escort,  or  his  advent  being  heralded  by  a  flourish 
of  trumpets  and  rolling  of  drums — the  citizens  prepared  to 
give  him  a  reception  worthy  of  his  deeds.  No  occasion 
had  occurred  since  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  which 
St.  Louis  had  more  cheerfully  united  to  do  honor  to  one 
worthy  of  the  gratitude  of  all. 
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The  following  invitation  to  a  public  dinner  was  tendered 
to  General  Grant  by  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  : 

St.  L0UJ3,  JanuaTy  21,  IS61. 
To  Major-General  U.  P.  Ghant; 

Dbae  Sir  : — Your  feUow-citi/ens  of  St.  Louis,  in  Gommon  with  all  the 
loyal  men  of  the  topublio,  have  witnessed  witJi  the  highest  admiration 
your  patriotic  devotion,  unsnrpasseii  services,  and  commanding  aucoees 
in  the  various  military  poeltlons  occupied  by  you  from  the  commencs- 
ment  of  the  exlstirig  war.  They  remember  the  alacrity  with  which  you 
sprang  to  arma  at  the  first  ea]l  of  yonr  coimtry,  placing  yourself  at  its 
disposal  to  aid  in  suppressing  this  most  unjustifiable  and  gigantic  rebel- 
lion. As  citizens  of  Missouri  they  can  never  fOT^et  tie  promptness  and 
skill  with  which  you  aided  in  defending  this  State  at  thebegiimmgofthe 
conflict,  when  the  means  at  the  command  of  those  in.  authority  were 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  great  work  committed  to  them ;  aod  as  citizens 
of  Hie  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  they  owe  you  unbounded  gratitude, 
not  only  for  tlie  first  signal  victories  which,  under  jour  auspices,  crowned 
our  arms,  and  thriUed  the  nation  with  joy,  but  also  for  those  later  and 
unparalleled  triumphs  which  gave  again  freedom  to  Western  commerce, 
from  the  sources  of  its  great  rivers  to  the  Gulf.  Not  with  more  certainty 
is  the  indivisibility  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  proclaimed  by  its  geographi- 
cal features  than  by  the  devoted  loyalty  of  the  Northwest,  which  de- 
mands that  from  the  lakes  to  the  Gulf,  along  its  broad  rivers  and  over 
its  fertile  plains,  only  one  flag  shall  be  known,  and  that  the  glorious  ban- 
ner  of  our  republic — "one  aiii  indivisible."  Tou  have  borne  that  flag 
victoriously  with  your  heroic  lepons  untQ  the  Mississippi  goes  "unveied 
to  the  sea ;"  and  looking  down  from  the  mountain  heights  of  Tennessee 
upon  the  States  between  yon  and  the  Gulf  in  one  direction,  and  the 
Atlantic  in  the  other,  you  have,  witJi  the  inspiration  which  the  p.ist 
glories  of  that  State  should  ever  arouse,  made  at  Chattanooga  a  glorious 
response  to  that  grand  utterance  of  an  immortal  hero,  which  crushed 
out  incipient  rebeUion  years  gone  by,  "The  federal  Union;  it  shall  bo 
preserved." 

As  citizens  of  a  republic  consecrated  to  constitutional  liberty,  and 
duly  apprecinting  the  destinies  of  the  future  for  our  own  and  other  lands 
which  hang  upon  the  results  of  the  present  conflict,  we  glory  in  the 
brilliant  deeds  and  unparalleled  triumphs  of  yourself,  officers,  and  men. 
To  you  and  the  gallant  soldiers  whom  you  have  led  a  nation's  honor 
and  gratitude  are  due. 
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In  the  name  of  ouraelves  and  St.  Louis,  we  eamosUy  request  tliat  you 
will,  before  leaving  the  city— onoo  your  homfr— meet  your  fellow  citizens 
at  a  puMlo  dinner,  where  old  persoaal.  frieniJahips  may  be  renewed  and 
new  ones  formed,  and  where  congratulationa  over  the  successes  of  the 
past  and  the  hopes  of  the  future  may  be  freely  interchanged. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentimenta  of  profound  regard,  your 
obedient  servants. 

(Here  follow  the  names  of  the  suhsoribers.) 

General  Grant  accepted  the  invitation,  and  forwarded 
the  following  written  reply  to  the  foregoing  document : 

St.  Lonis,  Mo.,  Jim.  27,  ISBi. 
CdUmd  John  O'Pallas,  Hon.  John  How,  and  citizens  of  St,  Louia : 

G-ENTLEMEN : — Tour  highly  eompliiDentary  invitation  "to  moot  old 
acquaintances  and  make  new  ones,"  at  a  dinner  to  be  given  by  dlizena 
of  8t.  Louis,  is  just  receired. 

IviiUsiaU  tkati  ham  only  vvnted  St.  Louis  m  (his  occasioa  to  see  a  sich 
child.  Finding,  however,  that  he  has  passed  the  crisis  of  his  disease 
and  is  pronounced  out  of  danger  by  his  physicians,  I  accept  tho  invita- 
tion. My  stay  in  this  city  will  be  short — probably  not  beyond  the  1st 
prosimo.  On  to-morrow  I  shall  be  engaged.  Any  other  day  of  my 
stay  here,  and  any  place  selected  by  the  citizens  of  St.  Louia,  it  will  be 
agreeable  for  mo  to  meet  tliem. 

I  have  Iha  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuEy,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S,  Grant,  Major- General  U.  S.  A. 

During  that  day  (Jannaiy  27th)  General  Grant  paid  a 
visit  to  the  city  University,  where  he  passed  some  two 
hours  ia  reviewing  the  arrangements  and  listening  to  the 
recitations  of  the  students  of  this  institution. 

The  same  evening  he  attended  the  St.  Louis  theatre  with 
his  family,  and  was  the  cynosure  of  the  eyes  of  all  around 
him  during  the  whole  of  the  perfoi-mance.  After  the  fall 
of  the  curtain  upon  the  piay  of  Richelieu,  cheers  were 
proposed  and  heartily  given  for  the  "  famous  military  chief- 
tain." The  general  rose  from  his  bos  bowing  his  acknowl- 
edgments, and  in  response  to  calls  was  understood  to  say 
20 


d^vGoogle 


468  GENERAI.  GKANT 

that  he  had  never  made  a  speech,  in  hia  life  and  never  ex- 
pected to.  Asking  to  be  excused,  he  resumed  hia  seat 
amidst  a  shower  of  cheers.  The  orchestra  struck  up  ''  Hail 
Columbia,"  followed  by  "  Yankee  Doodle,"  and  altogether 
the  incident  was  a  very  pleasant  one. 

On  Friday  evening  (January  29th,  1864)  the  old  friends 
of  the  modest  Lieutenant  Grant  of  former  times,  the  neigh- 
bors of  farmer  Grant,  the  cordwood  dealer  of  Corondelet, 
and  the  admirers  of  General  Grant,  the  redeemer  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  sat  down  in  the  dining-hall  of  the  Lin- 
dell  Hotel,  St.  Louis,  to  a  grand  dinner  given  in  his  honor. 
A  stranger,  unaequainted  with  the  object  of  the  gathering, 
entering  the  diniug-hall  during  the  dinner,  would  never 
have  selected,  from  the  guests  there  assembled,  the  quiet, 
modest,  unassuming  man  at  the  upper  end  of  the  room,  as 
the  victorious  hero  of  the  Southwest. 

The  St,  Louis  journals  thus  describe  the  reception  and 
appearance  of  General  Grant  on  this  occasion  : 

The  gueata  assembled  in  the  corridors  and  parlora  of  the  hotel  at  half- 
past  six  o'clock.  Much  curiosity  was  exhibited  to  see  General  Grant,; 
and  when  he  made  hia  appearanoe,  arm-in-arni  with  Judge  Treat,  all 
were  eager  to  go  forwardand  be  presented  to  him.  He  went  through  the 
protracted  ceremony  of  shaking  hands  with  the  crowd,  and  passing  a 
word  or  two  with  each,  with  far  less  of  pretenaums  and  painpoas  dejwr!- 
TTieni  than  many  of  those  who  sought  his  acquaiiitance.  Ha  is  a  small  man 
about  five  feet  eight  inches  high,  with  a  well-knit  frame,  brown  hair 
and  wbiskere,  both  cropped  dose,  and  a  manner  as  utterly  destitute  of 
style  as  could  bo  conceived.  His  sharp  nose,  heavy  lower  jaw,  and  firm 
set  lips,  are  the  only  features  wherein  one  would  suspect  lurked  the  qual- 
itiea  that  drove  the  Western  armies  like  a  resistless  avalanche  down  the 
Mississippi  and  over  the  Southwest,  in  that  career  of  consecutive  victo- 
rioa  that  broke  the  power  of  rebellion,  even  while  it  was  boasting  of 
triumphs  at  the  East. 

The  curiosity  of  the  company  centered  mainly  upon  General  Grant, 
to  honor  whom  the  demonstration  was  specially  intended.  As  he  lodged 
in  the  hotel,  any  thing  like  an  ostentatious  arrival  or  reception  was,  of 
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course,  out  of  the  question.  General  Grant  liad  a  visibly  mild^  modest 
manner,  and  received  the  cordial  greetings  tendered  Mm  imft  emdent  cm- 
harrassment.  Tin,'  ladj  inmates  of  the  house  took  possession  of  an  ad- 
joining parlor,  through  the  open  door  of  which  they  could  seo  the 
General,  and  several  of  his  most  ardent  admirers  among  the  fair  spec- 
tators  took  the  opportunity  of  his  near  proximity  to  the  door  in  quea- 
tion,  to  obtam  an  introduction. 

The  dioiier  was  as  choice  as  it  could  possibly  be.  There 
were  tliroe  elegant  tables  spread  lengthwise  in  the  ball,  pro- 
vided abundantly  from  the  larder  of  the  hotel.  In  the 
centre  of  the  one  on  the  north  side  were  seated  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  of  Citizens,  Judge  Samuel  Treat, 
with  General  Grant  nest  on  his  riglit,  followed  by  General 
Schofield,  Colonel  Leighton,  Colonel  Marcy,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor Hall.  Next  on  his  lefl  sat  General  Rose- 
craris,  General  Osterhaus,  and  Mr.  F.  Dent,  father-in-law 
of  the  guest  of  the  evening.  Mi'.  Dent  is  a  white-haired, 
florid,  fine-looking  gentleman,  about  eixty-five  yeai-s  old. 
He  resided  in  St.  Lonis  County,  on  the  Gravois  road.  Im- 
mediately opposite  Judge  Treat,  at  the  same  table,  sat 
Judge  Lord,  of  the  Land  Court,  flanked  on  the  left  by 
Major  Dunn,  C.  B.  Htibbell,  Colonel  Merrill,  and  G.  Hoe- 
ber ;  and  on  the  right  by  Colonel  Callender,  Colonel 
Myers,  Colonel  Haines,  and  Major  C.  P.  E.  Johnson. 

At  the  centre  of  the  south  table  were  seated  Honorable 
Wayman  Crow,  with  General  McNeil,  General  Fisk,  Gen- 
era! J5rown,  General  Totten,  and  General  Gray.  The  re- 
maining guests,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred,  occupied 
the  other  seats  at  the  tables.  The  hall,  superb  in  the  ceiling 
and  wall  colorings  which  enibellished  it,  was  further  deco- 
rated by  the  spirited  drapings  of  the  national  flag  from 
each  of  the  arched  windows,  and  presented  a  magnificent 
appearance. 

After  the  dinner  the  various  toasts,  incident  to  such 
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occasions,  were  given.  At  the  toast  of  "  our  dislinguislied 
guest,  Major-General  Grant,"  the  band  pUyed  with  great 
spirit  the  air  "Hail  to  the  Chief;" 

General  Grant  arose  amid  a  perfect  storm  of  applawse; 
but,  true  to  his  resolution  never  to  make  a  speech,  he 
simply  said : 

Gbntlbmeh;  In  response,  it  Tvill  be  imiro^sible  for  me  to  do  moro 
than  to  thMik  joa. 

At  the  toast  of  "  the  City  of  St.  Louis,"  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions,  passed  by  the  City  Council  an 
hour  or  two  before  the  time  fixed  for  ttie  dinner,  were 
read  : 

City  o 

Whereas,  Major-General  U.  S.  Grant  has,  since  our  last  meeting,  sud- 
denlyand  unexpectedly  arrived  araongua.  and  the  opportunity  not  hay- 
ing presented  itself  whereby  the  city  aiittoritioa  and  this  body  could 
testify  their  great  esteem,  regard,  and  indebtedness  due  his  modest,  im- 
awerving  energies,  swayed  neither  by  the  mighty  successes  which  have 
crowned  his  genius  and  eforts  m  hchatf  of  the  government,  nor  the  machi- 
nations of  politicians — evidences  of  the  tniopatriol  and  soldier;  therefore, 
be  it 

Besolved,  That  the  thanlts  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  St 
lonig  aro  eminently  due,  and  are  hereby  reapectfully  tendered  to  Major- 
Genoral  U.  S.  Grant,  in  behalf  of  the  City  of  St.  Louis. 

Hesoli-ed,  That  hia  Honor,  the  Mayor,  be  respeetfuliy  requested  to 
give  his  official  approval  to  this  preamble  and  resolutions,  and  cause 
the  Beai  of  the  city  to  be  afiiiod,  and  the  same  presented  to  Major-Gen- 
eral U.  S.  Grant. 

Shortly  before  the  dinner  party  broke  up,  the  following 
was  read : 

Major-General  Grant^He  is  emphatically  U.  S.  Grant,  for  he  has 
given  US  and  the  U.  S.  an  aarnest  of  thoso  victories  which  will  finally 
rescue  this  nation  from  the  rebellion  and  its  cause— American  slavery. 

Loud  applause  greeted  the  reading  of  this  sentiment. 
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During  the  same  evening,  the  General  was  honored  by 
the  enthusiastic  populace  with  a  serenade.  His  appearance 
on  the  balcony  was  greeted  with  tlie  most  flattering  cheers. 
In  response  to  calls  for  a  speech,  he  took  off  liis  hat,  and, 
amid  profound  silence,  said : 

Gentlembs:  I  thank  you  for  this  honor.  I  oaanot  make  a  Epeech. 
It  is  sometliiiig  I  hare  never  done,  and  never  iatend  to  do,  and  I  beg 

Loud  cheers  followed  this  brief  address,  at  the  conola- 
sion  of  which  the  General  replaced  his  hat,  took  a  cigar 
from  his  pocket,  ht  it,  and  stood  on  the  balcony  in  the 
presence  of  the  crowd,  puffing  his  Havana  and  wat-ehing 
the  rockets  as  they  ascended  and  burst  in  the  air. 

"  Speech  I  speech  1"  vociferated  the  multitude,  and  sev 
eral  gentlemeti  near  him  urged  the  General  to  say  some- 
thing to  satisfy  the  people,  but  he  declined.  Judge  Lord, 
of  the  Land  Court,  appeared  very  enthusiastic,  and,  placing 
his  hand  on  General  Grant's  shoulder,  said:  "Tell  them 
you  can  fight  for  them,  but  can't  talk  to  them— -do  tell 
them  that  I" 

"  I  must  get  some  one  else  to  say  that  for  me,"  replied 
the  General ;  but  tlie  multitude  continuing  to  cry  out, 
"Speech!  speech!"  he  leaned  over  the  railing,  blew  a 
wreath  of  smoke  from  his  lips,  and  said : 

"  Gentlemen :  Making  speeches  is  not  my  business.  I 
never  did  it  io  my  life,  and  never  will.  I  thank  you,  how- 
ever, for  your  attendance  here,"  and  with  that  the  General 
retired. 

At  the  request  of  a  number  of  ladies  the  noted  visitor 
agreed  to  stay  in  the  city  until  the  end  of  the  month,  as 
the  citizens  of  St.  Louis  were  organizing  a  Great  Western 
Sanitary  Commission  Fair.  The  following  letter  from 
him  was,  however,  read  at  a  meeting  held  on  Monday  even- 
ing, February  1,  1864: 
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St.  Louis,  Ma,  Jan.  31,  1864 
Dr.  W.  G.  Eliot,  George  Partridge,  and  ethers,   Western  Saiiiftwj/ 

Uommi.'fiion  ; 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  yeflteniny,  requestlDg  mj  presence  at  a 
geueral  meeting  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  St.  Louis  on  Monday  evening,  to 
make  preparatiojis  for  a  "  Granri  MiaaisBippi  Valley  Jair,"  for  the  beneflt 
of  the  eick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  the  Western  arm  j,  is  before  ma.  I 
regret  that  iny  airtady  protracted  stay  in  the  cibj  mli  prmmt  any  lunger 
delay  pom  my  public  duties.  I  regrot  tiiia,  as  it  would  afford  me  the 
greatest  {Jeasure  to  advance,  in  any  manner,  the  interests  of  a  eorauais- 
sion  that  has  already  done  so  much  for  the  suffering  soldiers  of  our 
TVeatern  armiea.  Tho  gratuitous  offeringsof  our  loyal  citizens  at  home, 
through  the  ajencj'  of  Sanitary  Commissions,  to  our  brave  soldiers  in  the 
field,  have  been  to  them  the  moat  encouraging  and  gratifying  evijjence 
that  whilst  fhey  are  risking  life  and  health  for  tho  suppression  of  this 
most  wicked  rebellion,  their  friends,  who  cannot  assist  them  with  mua- 
ket  and  sword,  are  with  them  m  sympathy  and  heart.  The  Western 
Sanitary  Commission  have  distributed  many  tons  of  stores  to  the  armiea 
under  my  command.  Their  voluntary  offerings  have  made  glad  the 
hearts  of  many  thousands  o/  wounded  and  sick  aoldiers  who  otherwise 
would  have  been  Euhjr-cted  to  severe  privations.  Knowing  the  benefits 
already  conferred  on  the  army  by  tlie  Western  Sanitary  Commission,  I 
hope  for  them  a  full  and  enthuaiaatic  meeting  to-night^  and  a  fair  to  fol- 
low which  will  bring  together  many  old  friends  who  have  been  kept 
apart  for  the  last  three  years,  and  unite  them  again  in  one  common 
cauae^lhat  of  their  country  «id  peaoe. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GRANT,  Major- General  U.  S.  A. 

Before  tlie  close  of  the  meeting  the  General  was  elected 
an  honorary  raeml>cv  of  the  Commission. 

Genera!  Grant  when  he  took  his'  departure  from  St, 
Louis  stated  that  he  felt  much  pleased  to  find  he  was  so 
well  aided  by  the  residents  of  the  Mississippi  Ilivor  cities. 
He  tlien  set  about  carrying  out  his  plans  for  tlie  Spring 
Campaign,  the  effects  of  which  will  doubtless  help  to  shake 
the  remainder  of  the  rebel  confederacy  to  pieces. 
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CHAPTER  LX. 


9  PEKSONAL  APPEARANCE  A 


The  appearance  of  General  Grant  ia  far  from  what  an 
idealist  would  pictute  of  a  great  bero.  He  is  a  man  of 
medium  height,  and  but  little  above  the  minimum  standard 
of  officers  of  the  array.  The  appearance  of  bis  countenance 
during  repose  is  far  from  commanding  ;  but  on  the  field 
there  seems  to  be  something  in  the  determined  glance  of 
his  eye,  the  contracted  brow,  and  the  firm-set  teeth,  that 
would  imply  that  his  wishes  "must  and  shall  be  carried 
out,"  Otherwise  there  is  but  little  in  Lis  countenance  that 
could  be  called  striking.  His  brow  is  straight  and  square, 
but  cannot  be  characterised  as  lofty,  although  it  is  far  from 
ignoble.  His  head  is  covered  by  a  fair  quantity  of  light 
brownish  h^r.*     His  eyes  are  hlue,  sharp,  and  expressive, 

*We  find  a  letter  from  General  Grant  to  the  wife  of  General  T.  F. 
Qujnby,  which  we  quote ; 

OaiTTAsOOGA,  Tenn.,  Sec.  13,  1863. 

Mt  Dear  Madam  ;~riie  letter  of  my  old  friend  and  ciassmnte,  your 
husband,  reqiiostiag  a  locli  of  my  hair,  if  the  article  ia  not  growing 
scarce  from  age — I  presumo  he  means  to  be  put  in  an  ornament  (by  the 
most  delicate  of  hands  no  doubt),  and  sold  at  tlie  bazaar  for  the  benefit 
of  disabled  aoldiors  and  their  families — is  just  received. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  ths  stock  is  yet  abundant  as  erer,  though  time 
or  other  cause  is  beginning  to  intersperse  here  and  there  a  reminder  tiiat 
winters  have  passed. 

The  object  for  which  this  little  requisite  is  mode  is  so  praiseworthy 
that  I  cannot  refuse  it,  even  though  I  do,  by  granting  it,  expose  the  fact 
to  the  ladies  of  Rochester,  that  I  am  no  longer  a  boy.     Hoping  that  tlio 
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yet,  at  times,  calm  and  mild.  His  nose  is  aquiline,  its  bold 
linos  delicately  chiseled.  Hia  mouth  and  chin  are  well 
formed,  but  are  concealed  under  a  heavy  reddish  beard  and 
mustache,  ivhich  is  kept  cut  somewhat  shorter  than  it  de- 
serves. 

His  manner  is  mild  even  in  times  of  the  greatest  excite- 
ment, and  the  humblest  drummer-boy  can  as  easily  reach 
the  General  with  his  complaints,  as  could  his  corps  or  de- 
partmental commanders. 

Hia  style  of  dress  has'  often  been  alluded  to  in  the  course 
of  this  narrative.  He  assumes  no  gaudy  plumes  nor  trap- 
pings, and  takes  but  little  consideration  as  to  his  personal 
appearance.  This  apparent  carelessness  is  a  conclusive 
evidence  that  his  mind  is  employed  with  more  important 
matters. 

A  correspondent  from  Chattanooga  thus  describes  his 
appearance  during  the  battle : 

Those  who  had  never  seen  General  Grant  would  scarcely  be  likely  to 
have  singled  him  out  from  the  hundred  othera  on  the  ground  around 
Chattanooga  as  the  man  whom  the  country  recognizes  as  liavin^  done 
the  moat,  and  of  wliom  so  much  is  expected,  to  crush  the  rebellion  by 
hard  blows,  and  of  the  eiercise  of  tliose  qualities  whn,h  enter  luto  a 
character  of  true  greatness.  He  was  there  to  be  seen  enyebped  m  a 
rather  hugh  miiltaiy  coat,  wearing  a  slouching  hat,  which  seemed  to 
have  a  predisposition  to  turn  up  before  and  down  behmd,  with  a  gait 
slightly  limping  from  his  acoidont  at  New  Orieans,  giving  hia  orders 
with  as  few  words  as  possible,  in  a  low  tone,  and  with  an  accent  which 
partook  of  the  slight  nervousness,  intensity  of  feeling,  yet  perfect  self- 
command,  seen  in  all  his  moyements.  General  Grant  might  be  de- 
scribed best  as  a  litlle  old  man— jet  not  really  old— who,  with  a  keen 
eye,  did  not  intend  that  any  thing  should  escape    hia  observation.     At 

eitizezis  of  your  city  may  spend  a  happy  week  commencing  to-morrow, 
and  that  this  fair  may  remunerate  moat  abundautly, 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

D.  S,  Geaht, 
Major- General  U.  S.  A. 
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ihat  battle  ho  wns  not  in  his  usuol  physical  condition,  his  recent  illneaa, 
added  to  iiia  arduous  labors,  having  made  hira  lean  in  flesh,  and  given 
a  sharpness  to  bia  features  which  he  did  not  formerly  hafe.  Those 
features,  however,  go  far  to  define  the  man  of  wiil  and  self-control  that  he 
is.  At  the  critical  moment  of  the  day's  opetalJons,  the  muscles  appeared 
to  gather  tighter  and  harder  over  hia  slightly  projecting  chin,  which 
seems  to  have  an  involuntary  way  of  working,  and  the  lips  l«  contract. 
There  is  in  what  he  does  or  says  nothing  tliat  has  the  slightest  approach 
foostentationor  show,  but  the  palpable  evidenceof  a  plain  man  of  sense, 
will,  and  purpose,  who  has  little  idea  that  more  eyes  are  turned  on  him 
tlian  on  any  other  man  on  the  continent.  From  hia  first  struggle  at 
Belmont  to  Ms  last  at  Chattanoogai  the  men  led  by  him  have  fought 
more  steadily,  fiercely,  and  successfully  than  those  of  any  other  portion 
of  our  army.  In  looking  back  over  the  history  of  the  war,  the  eye  rests 
upon  no  more  ^orious  pages  than  those  whereon  are  written  Port  Don- 
elson,  Ticksburg,  and  Chattanooga.* 

There  are  several  instaiicea  mentioned  of  the  kindntas 
of  General  Grant's  heiit,  but  one  will  sufhte  as  an  evi 
dence  of  tiie  whole.  When  Genei  il  Giint  heird  of  the 
death  of  Colonel  O'Mciri,  oae  of  the  oftiLers  under  hjs 
command  at  Chattanooga,  ho  hastened  to  see  the  darmg 
and  brave  man's  remains  which  were  at  the  landing  in 
a  coffin,  waiting  for  trinspoitition  The  Geiieial  ordered 
the  coffin  to  be  opened  that  he  might  take  "  a  last  look  at 
the  gallant  Colonel  of  the  Iiish  Legion."  When  the  coffin 
was  opened  the  General  was  touched  at  the  sight  of  one 
whom  he  had  honored  and  publicly  thanked  before  he 
had  been  two  months  in  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
O'Meara's  defence  of  the  trestlework,  a  few  miles  north 
of  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  when  Van  Dorn  made  a  raid 
there  in  December,  1862,  and  which  saved  Grant's  army 
from  starvation,  was  never  forgotten  by  the  General.  The 
epectatora  were  moved  at  the  sad  and  touching  farewell  of 
the  Coimnander  of  the  Department  of  the  Mississippi  from 

•  Hew  York  Siraid. 
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the  corpse  of  a  yoong  Irish  soldier,  who  had  forfeited  his 
life  to  the  belief  that  "the  highest  and  best  duty  of  all, 
native  or  foreign  born,  was  to  stand  by  the  flag  ivhieh  is 
the  hope  of  the  exile,  the  emblem  of  philanthropy,  and 
the  ensign  of  the  American  people." 

General  Grant  in  private  is  thus  desciibed  by  an  officer 
of  his  staff: 

If  yoii  could  see  the  General  an  he  sits  juii  nvr  beyor.d  me,  with 
hia  wife  and  two  children,  looking  mora  like  a  chiplaln  tlian  a  gen- 
eral, with  Ihat  quiet  air  so  impossible  to  descnbo  \  on  would  not  ask 
me  if  he  drinks.  Be  rarely  ever  uses  mtosicaticg  liq  lors;  more  modcr- 
ate  in  his  habits  and  desires  than  any  other  man  Ipver  knew;  more  pure 
andspolleesishisprii'atccJiaractcrthanahnatamjmnnlei'iTknew;  more 
brave  than  any  man  I  ever  saw ;  with  more  power  to  command  and 
ability  to  plan  than  any  man  I  ever  served  under ;  cool  to  excess,  when 
others  lose  nerve,  always  hopeful,  always  undisturbed,  never  failing  to 
accomplish  what  he  undertakes  just  as  he  espeets  to.  He  ia  the  only 
General  worthy  to  command  Americana  fighting  for  their  national  salr 


Of  his  bravery  there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  it  has  been 
shown  on  all  occasions  from  West  Point  to  Chattanooga; 
but  if  the  iiwjt  requires  an endoisement, it  has  it  in  the  fol- 
lowmg  remarks  from  General  Sherman,  at  the  public  din- 
ner given  at  Memphis  on  the  25th  of  January,  1 S64 :  "  I 
was  at  West  Point,"  said  General  Sherman,  "  with  Gen- 
eral Grant.  The  General  is  not  a  man  of  remarkable 
learning,  but  he  is  one  of  the  bravest  I  ever  saw.  He 
smotes  his  cigar  with  coolness  in  the  midst  of  flying 
shot,  Ife  has  no  fear,  because  he  is  an  hottest  man.  I 
like  Grant.  I  do  not  say  he  is  a  hero;  I  do  not  believe  in 
heroes ;  but  I  know  he  is  a  gentleman,  and  a  good  man." 

General  Grant  haa  always  manifested  towards  the  offi- 
cers that  have  served  under  him  a  full  appreciation  of  their 
abilities.  His  dispatches  to  the  General-in-Chief,  concerning 
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battles  and  other  movements,  have  always  given  evidence 
of  this  fact ;  and  the  following  special  recommendations  of 
distinguished  officers  (since  promoted)  by  General  Grant, 
are  on  file  at  the  head-qaartere  of  the  General-in-Chief 
Under  date  of  July  23,  1863,  General  Grant  says: 

I  would  respectfully,  bat  urgently,  recommend  tha  promotion  of  Ma- 
jor-Geceral  W.  T.  Sherman,  now  commandLng  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps, 
to  the  poaitioD  of  Brigadier-General  in  the  regular  army. 

To  General  Sherman  I  was  greatly  indebted  for  bia  promptness  in 
forwarding  to  mo,  during  the  siage  of  Fort  Donelson,  re-enforoemauts 
and  supplies  fiom  Paducah.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  on  the  first  day- 
he  held  with  raw  troops  the  keypoint  to  the  landiiig.  Jl>  his  indimdwil 
efforts  lam  indtlMffr  llie  success  of  that  battle.  Twice  hit,  and  several 
(I  think  three)  horses  shot  under  him  on  tliat  day,  he  maintained  nis 
position  with  raw  troops.  It  is  no  disparagement  to  any  other  officer  to 
say  tliat  I  do  not  helieve  there  was  another  division  commander  on  the 
field  who  had  the  skill  and  eiperience  to  have  dono  it.  His  serticos  aa 
division  commander  in  the  advance  on  Corinth,  I  will  venture  to  say, 
were  appreciaWdby  the  now  GeneraJ-in-Chief  beyond  those  of  any  other 
division  commander. 

General  Sherman's  arrangement  as  commander  of  troops  in  the  attack 
on  Chickasaw  BluBS  last  December,  was  admirable ;  seeing  the  ground 
from  the  opposite  side  from  the  attack,  I  saw  the  impossibihty  of  making 
it  successfo!.  The  conception  of  the  attack  on  Arhmsas  Post  was  General 
Sherman's.  Hia  part  of  the  eieeutiou,  no  one  denies,  was  as  gooil  as 
it  possibly  could  have  been.  His  demonstration  at  Haines's  Bluff,  in 
April,  to  hold  the  enemy  about  Vlcksburg,  while  the  army  was  securing 
a  foothold  east  of  the  Mississippi ;  his  rapid  marches  to  join  the  army 
afterward ;  his  management  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  in  the  first  attai  ;k ; 
his  almost  unequalled  march  fVom  Jackson  to  Bridgeport,  and  passage  of 
Black  River;  his  securing  Wabiut  Uills  on  tie  ISth  of  May,  and  thus 
opening  eommunications  with  oar  supplies,  alt  attest  his  great  merit  as  a 
ioldier.  The  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  last  capture  of  Jackson  and  ais- 
persion  of  Johnston's  nrmy,  entitle  General  Sherman  to  more  credit  than 
usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  one  man  to  earn.  Tlie  promotion  of  such  ii.oii 
as  Sherman  always  adds  strength  to  our  arms. 

On  tbe  same  day  that  he  recommended  the  promotion 
of  General  Sherman  he  also  req\iested  the  same  honor  ;'or 
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General  McPhcrson,  and  wrote  to  the  General-in-Chief 
concerning  him  as  roUows: 

Geaeral  McPheraon  has  been  with  me  in  every  battle  since  the 
commencement  uf  the  rebellion,  except  Bebaont.  At  Forts  Henrj, 
Donelaon,  Shiloh,  and  the  siege  of  Corinth,  as  a  Btaff  officer  and  en- 
gineer,  hia  services  were  conspicuous  and  highly  meritorious.  At  the 
second  battle  of  fonnth  his  skill  as  »  soldier  -n-aa  displayed  in  success, 
fully  carrying  re  enforcements  to  the  besieged  garrison,  when  the  ene- 
my was  between  hioi  and  the  point  to  be  reached. 

In  the  advance  through  Central  Mississippi  last  November  and  De- 
cember, General  MePherson  commanded  one  wing  of  ,the  army  with  all 
the  ability  possible  to  show,  he  hating  the  lead  in  the  advance  and  the 
rear  returning. 

In  the  campaign  and  siege  terminating  with  the  fall  of  Vioksburg, 
General  MePherson  has  filled  a  conspicuous  part  at  the  battle  of  Port 
Gibson.  It  waa  under  his  direction  that  the  enemy  was  driven,  late  in 
the  afternoon  from  a  position  they  had  succeeded  in  liolding  all  day 
against  in  ob&tinate  attack.  His  corps,  Ste  advance  always  under  his 
tmrtiediute  eye,  were  the  pioneers  in  the  movement  from  Port  Gibson  to 
Hawkmson  a  Ferry.  From  the  north  fork  of  the  Bayou  Pierre  to  Black 
Eiver  it  was  a  constant  skirmish,  the  whole  skilfully  managed.  The 
enemy  was  so  closely  pressed  as  to  be  unable  to  destroy  their  bridge 
of  boats  after  them.  From  Hawkinson's  Ferry  to  Jackson,  the  Seven- 
teenth Army  Corps  marclied  roads  not  travelled  by  other  troops,  fight- 
ing the  entire  batiJe  of  Raymond  alone,  and  the  bulb  of  Johnston's  army 
was  fought  by  this  corps,  entirely  under  the  management  of  General 
MePherson. 

At  Thomjiaon's  Hill,  the  Seventeenth  Corps  and  General  MePherson 
were  conspicuous,  All  that  conld  be  termed  a  batda  there,  was  fonght 
by  the  divieions  of  General  McPherson'a  Corps,  and  Hovey's  Division 
of  the  Thirteenth  Corps.  In  the  assault  of  the  22d  of  May,  on  the  for- 
tifications of  Vicksbui^,  and  during  the  entire  siege,  General  MePher- 
son and  his  command  look  unfading  laurels.  Se  is  one  of  our  ableat  en- 
gineers and  most  skilful  Generals. 

These  recommendations  sectired  the  nommation  by  the 
President  of  tliese  officers  to  the  positions  named  in  the 
doosiments. 
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General  Grant's  modesty  is  even  more  remarkable  than 
the  other  fine  traits  in  his  character.  Every  dispatch  that 
he  sent  to  head-quarters  was  full  of  it ;  his  quiet  acknowl- 
edgment of  honors  gave  evidence  of  it;  and  his  replies 
concerning  the  mention  of  his  name  for  the  Presidency — 
the  highest  honor  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  and  the  proud 
ambition  of  every  true  American — breathed  it  in  every 
syllable.  One  day  being  spoken  to  about  that  position,  he 
said,  "Let  us  first  settle  the  war  and  it  will  be  time 
enough  then  to  talk  upon  that  subject."  On  another 
occasion,  when  rallied  about  the  persistent  use  of  his  name 
by  the  New  York  Herald  for  the  Presidency,  he  said  :  "I 
aspire  only  to  one  political  ofiice.  When  this  war  is  over 
I  mean"  to  run  for  Mayor  of  Galena  (hia  place  of  residence}. 
And  if  elected,  I  intend  to  have  the  sidewalk  fixed  up  be- 
tween my  house  and  the  d6p6t." 

General  Howard  is  reported  to  have  stated  in  public  that 
General  Grant  is  a  strictly  temperate  man,  and  religious.  His 
marked  characteristic  is  a  wonderful  faith  in  his  success, 
amounting  almost  to  the  fatality  in  which  Napoleon  so  strongly 
believed.     General  Howard's  statements  can  be  relied  on.* 

Prominent  military  men  of  every  age  have  had  some  particu- 
lar method  of  fighting,  which  might  be  considered  peculiar  to 
themselves ;  but  at  the  same  time  the  world's  great  generals 
have  all  adopted  some  acknowledged  principles  of  strategj'. 
On  tlds  subject  General  Grant  msde  the  following  remarks  to 
the  members  ofhisstaff  at  Nashville  during  March,  1864:  "I 
don't  believe  in  strategy  aa  you  generally  mean  it.  I  use  it  in 
getting  just  as  close  to  the  enemy  as  possible,  and  then  '  up 
guards  and  at 'em.'" 

*Xsm  Tori:  Times,  Fcbrucry  18,  1S64. 
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CHAPTER  LSI. 

AT    WASIIINOTOir— COMMISSIONED    LIEUTBHANT-GENHRAL. 

As  soon  as  the  President's  appointmeut  of  General  Grant 
to  the  revived  rank  of  Li euten ant-General  had  received  the 
confirmation  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  appoiDtee 
■was  ordered  to  report  at  the  national  capital.  With  trne 
soldierly  promptness  he  obeyed  the  order,  and  leaving  the 
head-quarters  of  his  military  division  "in  the  Held,"  hastened 
on  to  Washington.  On  the  6th  of  March,  1864.,  he  visited 
the  Departmental  offices  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  ascertain 
that  every  thing  was  in  proper  working  order  before  he  left  the 
Division ;  and  having  satisfied  himself  on  this  subject,  he 
started  East,  taking  with  him  his  son,  a  lad  thirteen  j'ears 
of  age.  He  arrived  at  Cincinnati  the  next  morning,  ivhere 
he  paid  a  flying  visit  to  his  father  (J.  R.  Grant,  Esq.),  then 
residing  at  Covington,  opposite  that  city,  after  which  he 
proceeded  to  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  He  left  that  place 
on  the  morning  of  March  8th,  and  arrived  at  Baltimore  about 
noon,  where  be  was  met  at  the  d6p6t  of  the  Northern  Central 
Railroad  by  a  considerable  number  of  soldiers  and  citizens. 
The  General  was  plainly  clad,  and  seemed  anxious  to  avoid 
show  or  parade.  Many,  however,  on  seeing  him,  went  up  to 
shake  hands,  and  gave  vent  to  their  feelings  by  enthnsiastic 
shouts  of  welcome.  To  this  greeting  he  remaiked  that,  "  be- 
yond all  things  he  was  determined  to  avoid  political  demon- 
strations; his  business  was  with  war,  while  it  existed,  and  his 
duty  was  to  crush  the  spirit  of  treason  and  save  the  nation 
from  destruction.  When  these  things  were  accomplished,  as 
he  hoped  and  believed  tJiey  surely  would  be,  then  it  would  be 
time  enough  for  those  whose  tastes  were  toward  partisanship  to 
indulge  themselves." 
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General  Grant  left  Baltimore  by  the  next  train,  and  arrived 
in  Wasiiingt-rm  at  about  five  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  March 
8th,  1864.  He  at  once  procecled  to  Wiilard's  Hotel,  where  he 
immediatelv-  went  to  his  room.  Having  divested  himself  of 
h  s  tra  11  ^  att  e  he  u  attended  by  cither  staff  or  escort, 
qu  fitly  walked  nto  the  Ion  dining-room  of  the  hotel,  and 
to  k  h  s  at  f  r  d  ue  Tl  re  were  several  hundred  persona 
pre  nt  and  the  ranli  f  fBcer  of  the  whole  United  States 
a  my  sit  Jown  n  th  r  n  dst  in  his  rusty  major^neral's 
nn  to  ra  attra  t  ng  Int  !  ttle  notice.  His  quietude  was  but 
short  i  ed  an  11  e  1  a  I  b  t  !  ilf  finished  hb  dinner  when  one 
of  tl  e  V  s  to  at  tl  e  tabi  nq  lired  of  a  neighbor  who  the 
stra  £;e  maj  gene  4  was.  Looking  up,  the  party  ques- 
t  o  ed  reoot,n  z  d  tl  e  newly  anived  officer  at  a  glance,  as  he 
ha  1  I  ef  re  know  hm  nCalena  and  he  promptly  answered : 
Whj,  thit      Le  tenant  Ce leral  Grant." 

The  magic  name  was  quickly  whispered  abont,  and  a 
battery  of  kdies'  cydo  was  speedily  opened  upon  him.  The 
General  soon  betrayed  evidences  of  embarrassment,  when  sud- 
denly a  member  of  Congress  arose  and  announced  tliat  "the 
hero  of  Vicltsburg  was  among  them,"  and  proposed  bis  health. 
Instantly  all  the  guests  were  on  their  feet,  and  the  proposal 
was  met  with  deafening  cheers.  More  enjbarrassed  than 
before,  the  General  merely  bowed  and  resumed  his  seat;  bat 
it  was  some  time  before  he  could  finish  his  dinner  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rush  of  the  guests  to  gain  an  introduction  to  him. 

Late  in  the  evening  General  Grant  visited  the  White  House, 
where  the  President  was  holding  a  public  reception.  He 
entered  the  reception  room  unannounced ;  but  was  soon  re- 
cognized and  greeted  by  Mr.  Lincoln  with  great  cordiality. 
The  noted  visitor  then  became  the  principal  feature  of  the 
reception,  and,  attended  by  the  Secretaries  of  War  and 
State,  he  modestly  received  the  congratulations  of  the  crowded 
>n,  after  which  he  escorted  Mrs.  Lincoln  round  the  East 
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Room,  and  retired,  He  afterwards  remarked  it  was  "his 
warmest  campaign  during  tlie  whole'  war." 

The  City  Councils  of  Washington  also  tendered  him  the  hos- 
pitalities and  freedom  of  the  city,  together  with  a  cordial  wel- 
come. This  welcome  was  embodied  in  a  series  of  resolutions, 
handsomely  written,  and  presented  to  him  by  the  Mayor. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  March  9th,  1804,  General 
Grant  was  formally  presented  by  President  Lincoln  with  his 
commission  as  Lieutenant-G«neral.  The  ceremony  took  place 
in  the  presence  of  the  Cabinet,  the  General-in-Chief,  the  mem- 
bers of  Greneral  Grant's  staff,  that  officer's  son,  the  President's 
private  secretary,  and  Representative  Lovejoy.  When  the 
General  entered  the  room  the  President  rose  and  said  : 

GESBKiL  Grant  ;  Tho  nation's  appreciation  of  what  you  have  doue, 
and  its  reliance  upon  you  for  what  Etill  remains  to  bo  aecompliahed  in 
the  existing  great  struggle,  are  now  presented  xvitli  this  eommisEiou, 
constituting  you  Lieutenant- General  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
With  this  high  honor  devolves  upon  jou,  also,  a  corresponding  respiMi- 
eibility.  As  the  country  herein  trusts  you,  so,  under  God,  it  will  bub- 
tain  you.  J  scarcely  need  to  add,  that  with  what  I  here  speak  for  the 
nation,  goes  my  own  hearty  personal  eoneurrence. 

To  which  Genera!  Grant  replied  as  follows : 

Mr.  Presicbnt  :  I  accept  the  commission,  with  gratitudo  for  Uie  high 
honor  conferred.  With  the  aid  of  tho  noble  armies  that  have  fought 
on  so  many  flelds  for  our  common  country,  it  will  be  my  earnest  en- 
deavor not  to  disappomt  your  eipeotations.  I  foel  the  full  weight  of 
the  responsibilities  now  devoiving  on  me,  and  I  know  that  If  they  are 
met,  it  will  be  due  to  those  armies,  and,  above  all,  to  tlie  favor  of  that 
Providence  which,  leads  both  nations  and  men. 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  brief  speeches,  the  President  in- 
troduced the  General  to  ali  the  members  of  the  Cabinet;  after 
which  the  company  were  seated,  and  about  half  an  hour  was 
spent  in  pleasant  social  conversation. 

General  Grant,  the  nest  day,  visited  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  in  company  with  General  Meade,  and  on  bis  return 
to  tho  national  capital,  immediately  made  preparatioES  foi 


d^vGoogle 


AND   HIS   CAMPAIGNS.  *'<> 

hia  departure.     He  left  Washington  with  his  staff  on  the  eve- 
ning of  March  11th,  for  the  West. 

The  day  after,  the  following  order  was  promulgated  : 

Wis.  Dbpabtment,  Adjctant-Ghnebal's  Opfiob,  I 
WabiunGTON,  March  12,  1SG4,  J 

[Oenemi  Orders,  Mi.  98.] 

The  President  of  the  United  States  orders  as  follows : 

First  Major-General  Halleck  is,  at  his  own  request^  relieved  from 
duty  as  General-in-Chief  of  the  army,  and  Lieu  tenant-General  U.  S. 
Grant  is  asaigned  to  the  command  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States. 
The  head-quarters  of  the  army  will  be  in  Washington,  and  also  with 
Lieutenant-Gene  ral  Grant  in  the  field- 

Stamd.  MajoivGeneral  Halleck  is  assigned  to  duty  in  Washington,  as 
Chief  of  Staff  of  the  w-niy  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  Lieutenant-General  Commanding.  His  orders  will  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly. 

Third.  Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi,  composed  of  the  Departmenta 
of  the'  Ohio,  the  Cumberland,  the  Tennessee,  and  the  Arkansas. 

Foarth.  Major-General  J.  B.  MoPherson  is  assigned  to  the  oommana 
of  the  Department  and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Fiflh.  In  i^lieying  Major-General  Halleck  from  duty  as  Ceneral-in- 
Cliief,  the  President  dcshes  to  express  his  approbation  and  thanks  for 
the  zealous  manner  in  which  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  tliat 
position  Imve  been  performed. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWKBEND,  Ass' I  Adjutant- Oenerol. 

It  is  believed  that  no  military  order  has  been  issued  in  this 
war  so  universally  satisfactory  as  the  preceding,  appointing 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  to  the  command  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.  Not  the  lca.st  t^reeable  feature  of  it  is  the 
announcement  of  head-quarters  in  Wasliington  or  with  General 
Grant  in,  the  field.  Nobody  need  fear  any  longer  lest  he  be 
persuaded  to  bury  himself  in  a  bureau.  He  is  still  to  lead  in 
person,  and  the  name  which  is  the  omen  of  success  to  his  sol- 
diers, will  still  be  their  rallying  cry  in  battle.  Laureled  victory 
attend  his  steps. 
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THE  BATTLE  OF  PREDEEICKTO'WN,    MISSOCEI. 
OFFICIAL  KEFORT  OF  COLONEL  PLOMMER. 


COLONBI:   rLCHMEE    TO   GESEKSL  GRANT. 

Gbsbeal: — Pursuant  to  your  order  of  the  IGth,  I  left  tMs  port  on  the 
18t!i  inst.,  witt  about  fiflten.  hundred  men,  and  marched  upon  Frederick- 
town,  via  Jackson  and  Dallas,  where  1  arrived  at  twelve  o'clock  on  Mon- 
day, the  21st  iDStact;  finding  there  Colonel  Caclin  with  about  three 
thousand  men  who  had  arrired  at  nine  o'clock  that  morning.  He  gave 
me  a,  portion  of  his  command,  which  I  united  with  my  own,  and  im- 
mediately started  in  pnrsuit  of  Thompson,  who  was  reported  to  have 
evacuated  the  town  the  day  before  and  retreated  toward  Greenville. 
I  found  him,  however,  occupying  a  position  about  one  mile  out  of  town, 
on  the  Greenville  road,  which  he  haa  held  since  about  nine  o'clock  a,  ji., 
end  knmediatoly  attackedhim.  The  battle  lasted  about  two  hours  and  a 
half,  and  resulted  in  the  total  defeat  of  Thompson,  and  rout  of  all  his 
forces,  consisting  of  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  mon.  Their 
loss  was  severe,  oiira  very  light.  Among  Iheir  killed  was  Lowe.  On 
the  following  day  I  pursued  Thompson  twenty-two  miles  on  the  Green- 
Tillo  road,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  his  train,  but  finding  further  pur- 
suit useless,  and  believing  Pilot  Knob  secure  andtheobjectof  tie  expe- 
dition accomplished,  I  returned  to  this  post,  where  larrived  last  evening, 
having  been  absent  seven  days  and  a  lialf. 

I  brought  with  me  forty-two  prisoner?,  one  iron  twelve-pounder  flcld- 
pieoe,  a  number  of  small  arms  and  horses  taken  upon  the  field. 

I  will  forward  a  detailed  report  of  the  battle  as  soon  as  reports  fhnn 
colonels  of  regiments  and  commanders  of  corps  are  received. 
I  am,  very  reEpoetfully, 

Your  obedient  serract, 

J.  B.  PLnilMER, 
Catond  ElsixJith  Missouri  Volimteei-s  ComrrUiTidmg. 

To  AsstBTAKT  Adjutant- Geneeal,  Head-Quarters  District  Soufi- 
eaet  Misionci,  Cairo,  lUinois. 
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lANT  TO  COLOSBL  PLDUMBn, 
IlE.lD-QuAEIiJBS,    DiSIElCT  SOUTHEAST   J 

Cairo,   Ociofiiw  27,  ISGl.  J 

Colonel  J.  B.  PuruMBi;,  cotntmo/nding  United  Stales  Forces,  Cape  Girardeau, 
Mii^sotiri. 

Colonel: — Tour  report  nf  tha  expedition  under  yovir  command  is 
receiveii,  I  congratulate  you,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Hie  expe- 
dition, upon  the  result. 

But  little  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  the  suocesa  of  our  arms,  when 
not  opposed  by  superior  numbers  ;  and  in  tlio  action  of  Frederiektown 
tliey  have  given  pi'oof  of  courage  and  determination  which  alioivs  that 
they  would  undergo  any  fatigue  or  hardships  to  meet  our  rebelHous 
brethren,  even  at  groacodils. 

Oar  loss,  small  as  it  was,  is  to  be  regretted ;  but  the  friends  and  rela- 
fives  of  tlioSB  who  fell  can  congratulate  themselves  in  tlie  midst  of  their 
affiiedon,  that  they  fell  in  maintaining  the  cause  of  constitutional  freedom 
and  the  iotegrity  of  a  flag  erected  in  the  first  instance  at  a,  sacirfico  of 
many  of  the  noblest  lives  that  ever  graced  a  nation. 

In  conclusion,  say  to  your  troops  thoy  have  done  nobly.  It  goes  to 
prove  that  much  more  may  be  expected  of  Uiem  when  the  country  and 
aur  great  cause  caUa  upon  them. 

Tours,  etc,  U.  S.  Gsant,  Brigadier-  General  C 


THE  BATTLE  AT  BELMONT,  MISSOURI. 

rOUGHT  NOVEiTEEE  1.  1SS1. 

GENEEAI.  GK  AST's  BE  POET. 

Cairo,  November  12,  1301. 
On  the  eveniQgof  the  6th  instant,  I  left  this  place  with  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  all  arms,  to  make  a  reconnoissance  to- 
wards Columbus.  The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  prevent  the  enemy 
froai  sending  out  re-enforce  me  nta  to  Price's  army  in  Missouri,  and  also 
from  cutting  off  columns  that  I  had  been  directed  to  send  out  from  this 
place  and  Cape  Girardeau,  in  pursuit  of  Jeff.  Thompson.  Knowing  that 
Columbus  was  strongly  garrisoned,  I  asked  Generfd  Smith,  commanding 
at  Paducah,  Kentucky,  to  make  demons  traljons  in  the  same  direction. 
He  did  so  by  ordering  a  small  force  to  Mayfleld  and  anothorin  the  direc- 
tion of  Columbus,  not  to  approach  nearer,  however,  than  twelve  or  fifteen 
miles.  I  also  sent  a  small  force  on  tiia  Kentucky  side  with  orders  not 
to  approach  nearer  than  BUicott's  Mills,  some  twelve  miles  from  Colum- 
bus. The  expedition  under  ray  immediate  command  was  stopped  about 
nine  miles  below  here  on  tho  Kentucky  slicre.  and  remained  until  morn- 
ing. All  this  served  to  distract  Cie  enemy,  and  led  him  to  think  he  was 
to  bo  attacked  in  his  strongly  fortihed  position.  At  dayl^ht  we  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river  to  a  point  just  out  of  range  of  the  rebel  guns,  oud 
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debarked  on  the  Missouri  shore.  From  hero  Uia  troops  wero  marched 
by  flank  for  about  one  mile  toward  Belmont,  and  then  drawn  up  in  line 
of  battlo,  a  battalion  ^o  having  boon  left  as  a.  roserve  near  tlia  triuiii- 
porla.  Two  companies  from  each  regiment,  five  skeletons  in  number, 
were  then  thrown  out  as  skirmiahera,  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  but  a  few  momenta  before  we  met  him,  and  a  general 
engagement  ensued. 

The  balance  of  my  forces,  with  the  exception  of  the  reserve,  waa 
then  thrown  forward — all  as  skirmishers — and  the  enemy  driren  foot 
by  foot,  and  from  tree  to  Ires,  back  to  their  encampment  on  tiie  rivar  bank, 
a  distance  of  two  miles.  Hera  they  had  strengthened  tlieir  position 
by  felling  the  timber  for  several  hundred  yards  around  their  camp,  and 
making  a  sort  of  abatis.  Our  men  chaT^ed  through  this,  driving  the 
enemy  over  the  bank  into  their  transports  in  quick  time,  leaving  us  in 
poaseBsion  of  every  thing  not  exceedingly  portable.  Belmont  is  on  low 
ground,  and  every  foot  of  it  is  commanded  by  the  guns  on  the  opposite 
shore,  and  of  course  could  not  be  held  for  a  single  hour  after  the  enemy 
became  aware  of  tlie  withdrawal  of  tlieir  troops.  Having  no  wagons, 
Toould  not  move  any  of  the  captured  property;  coDsequentl}-,  I  gavo 
orders  for  its  destruction.  Their  tents,  blankets,  etc,  were  set  on  fire, 
and  w)B  retired,  taking  their  artillery  with  us,  two  pieces  being  drawn  by 
hand;  and  one  other,  drawn  by  an  inefficient  team,  we  spiked  and  left 
in  the  woods,  bringing  the  two  only  to  this  place.  Before  getting  feiriy 
under  wa,y  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  ag^n,  and  attempted  to  sur- 
round us.  Our  troops  were  not  in  the  least  dlacouraged,  but  charged  on 
the  enemy  again,  and  defeated  him.  Our  loss  was  abont  eighty-four 
kiUod,  one  hundred  and  flfly  woucded^many  of  them  slightly — and 
about  an  equal  number  missing.  Nearly  all  tie  missing  were  from  the 
Iowa  regiment,  who  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  and  sulTerod  more 
severely  than  any  other  of  tlie  troops. 

I  have  not  been  able  l«  put  in  the  reports  from  suh-command,  but 
will  forward  them  as  soon  as  received.  All  the  troops  behaved  with 
much  gallantry,  much  of  which  is  attributed  to  tlie  coolness  and  presence 
of  mind  of  the  oIBcers,  particularly  the  colonels.  General  McClemand 
■was  in  tixe  midst  of  dai^r  throughout  the  engagement,  and  displayed 
both  coolneaa  and  judgment.  His  horao  was  three  times  ahot.  My 
horse  was  also  shot  under  me.  To  my  staff,  Captains  Rawlins,  Logan,  and 
Hiilyer,  volunteer  aida,  and  to  Captains  Hatch  and  Graham,  I  am  much 
indebted  for  the  assistance  they  gave.  Colonel  Webster,  acting  chief 
engineer,  also  accompanied  me,  and  displayed  highly  soldier-like  quali- 
ties. Colonel  Doherty,  of  tho  Twenty-second  Illinois  Volunteers,  was 
ihree  times  wounded  and  taken  prisoner. 

The  Seventh  Iowa  Eegiment  Jiad  their  lieutenant-colonel  killed,  and 
the  colonel  and  major  were  seierely  wounded.  The  reports  to  be  for- 
warded will  detail  more  fully  the  particulars  of  our  loss.  Surgeon 
Brinton  was  in  ihe  field  during  the  entire  engagement,  and  displayed 
great  ability  and  efficiency  in  providing  for  the  wounded  and  organizmg 
the  medical  corps. 

The  gunboats  Tyler  and  Leiir^ton,  Captains  Walker  and  Stemble, 
tJ.  S.  N.,   commanding,   convoyed  the  expedition  and  rendered  most 
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elfioient  servLoo.     Iramediatelj'  upon  our  landing  they  engaged  the 
enemy's  hatteries,  and  protected  our  transports  tlirougliout. 

Jor  paEtieulara  sec  Bceonip^nyin(|;  report  of  Captain  Wolkar. 

I  am,  air,  yory  respeotfully,  jour  obtdiont  servant, 

U.  S.  GBiST,  Brigadier- Geiieral  CommaiuU^. 


CoLUMiius,  Ky.,  Ifovemhc 
To  General  Head-Qiiarlers,  through  General  A.  S.  Johnston  : 

The  enemy  came  down  on  the  opposile  side  of  the  river,  Belmont,  to 
day,  about  seven  thousand  five  hundred  strong,  landed  under  cover  of 
gunboats,  and  attacked  Colonel  Tappan's  camp,  I  sent  over  three  re^- 
ments,  under  General  Pillow,  to  Ma  relief,  then,  at  intervals,  Ihree  othora, 
then  General  Cheatham. 

I  then  took  over  two  others  in  person,  to  support  a  flank  movement 
which  I  bad  directed.  It  was  a  hard-fought  buttle,  lasting  from  lialf- 
past  ten  A,  M.  to  five  p.  m.  Tiiey  tools:  Beltihoover's  battery,  four  pieces 
of  which  were  recaptured.  The  enemy  were  tlioroughiy  routed.  We 
pursued  them  te  their  boats  seven  miles,  then  drove  their  boata  before 
us.  The  road  was  atrown  with  their  dead  and  wounded,  guns,  ammu- 
nition, and  equipments.    Our  loss  (wnsiderable  ;  theirs  heavy. 

L.  Polk,  Maj,-  Gen.  Commctnding, 


CAPTURE  OF  FOKT  EENRT,  TENN. 
EEPOKT  OF  GRNERAL  GEANT. 

-QnABTBRS,  DlS' 
T  Heset,  Tens.,  February  6. 
Capl,  J,  C.  Keltok,  a.  a.-  General,  DepaHmaii  nf  Mo.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ; 
Captaiw: — Inclosed  I  send  you  my  order  for  the  attaok  upon  Fort 
Henry,  Owing  to  dispatches  received  from  Major-General  Halleck,  and 
corroborating  information  here,  te  the  effect  that  the  enemy  were  rapidly 
re-enforcing,  I  thought  it  imperatively  necoasary  that  the  Port  should  be 
carried  to-day.  My  forces  were  not  up  at  ten  o'clock  last  night,  when 
my  order  was  written,  therefore  I  did  not  deem  it  practicable  to  set  ao 
earlier  hoar  than  eleven  o'clock  to-day,  to  commence  the  investment. 
The  gunboats  started  up  at  tiie  same  hour  to  commence  the  attack,  and 
engage  the  enemy  at  not  over  sa  hundred  yards.  In  little  over  ono 
hour  all  the  batteries  were  silenced,  aud  the  Fort  surrendered  at  discre- 
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tiou  to  Flag-OfBoer  Foole,  giving  us  till  their  guns,  eninp  and  garrison 
equipage,  etc.  Tlie  prisooers  lalieu  are  General  Tilgiiinan  and  staff, 
Captain  Taj-loc  and  company,'  and  the  sick.  The  garrison,  I  tliink, 
luust  haTe  commenced  their  retreat  last  night,  or  at  an  earl?  hour  thia 
morning. 

Had  I  not  felt  it  an  imperative  Deoesaity  to  attack  Port  Henry  co-day, 
I  should  have  made  the  investment  complete,  and  delayed  until  to-mor- 
row, so  as  to  secure  the  garrison.  I  do  uo;  now  believe,  however,  the 
result  would  have  been  any  more  satisfactory. 

The  gunboats  have  proven  themselves  well  ablo  to  te^st  a  severe  cac- 
nonading.  All  the  iron-clad  boats  received  more  or  less  shots — Ihe  flag- 
ship some  tivanty-eight — without  any  serious  damage  to  any,  except  the 
Esses.  Tliis  vessel  received  one  shot  in  her  boiler,  that  disabled  her, 
liilling  and  wounding  some  thirty-two  men,  Captain  Porter  among  the 
wounded, 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Gbant,  Brigadier-Geaerci. 


Camp  is  Field,  * 
[General  Orders,  No.  I.] 

The  First  Division,  (Jeneral  McOlernand  commanding,  will  move,  at 
eleven  o'clock  a.  u.,  to-morrow,  under  the  guidance  of  Lievrtenant-Col- 
onel  MePherson,  and  take  a  position  ou  the  roads  from  Fort  Henry  to 
Donelson  and  Dover. 

It  will  be  the  spedal  duty  of  tiiis  oonim^d  to  prevent  all  re-enforce, 
meats  to  Fort  Henry  or  escape  from  it  Also,  to  be  held  in  readiness  to 
charge  and  take  Fort  Henry  by  storm,  promptly  on  the  receipt  of  orders. 

Tivo  brigades  ofihe  Second  Division,  GeneralC.  P.Smith  commanding, 
will  start  at  tiie  same  hour  from  the  west  l>ank  of  the  river,  and  take  and 
occupy  the  heights  commanding  Fort  Heory.  This  point  will  bo  held 
by  so  much  artillery  33  can  be  made  available,  and  siidi  other  troops  as, 
in  the  opmlou  of  the  general  commanding  the  Second  Divisioo,  may  be 
necessary  for  its  protection. 

The  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  will  advance  up  the  east  bank  of 
the  Tennessee  River,  as  fast  as  it  can  be  securely  done,  and  be  in  read- 
iness to  charge  upon  the  fort,  or  move  to  the  support  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion, aa  may  be  necessary. 

All  the  forces  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  not  required  to  hold  the 
heights  commanding  Fort  Henry,  will  return  to  their  transports,  cross 
to  the  east  bank,  and  follow  the  First  Brigade  as  fast  as  possible. 

The  west  bank  of  the  Tennessee  River,  not  having  been  reconnoitred, 
the  commanding  officer  intrusted  with  taking  possession  of  the  enemy's 
works  there,  will  proceed  with  great  caution,  and  such  information  ag 
can  Tie  gatiiered,  and  such  guides  as  oan  he  found  in  the  time  interreu- 
ing,  before  eleren  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Tiie  troops  will  receive  two  days'  ratious  of  bread  and  meat  in  their 
haveraacks. 
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One  company  of  the  Second  Division,  artaed  with  rifles,  will  be  order- 
ed to  Flflg-OtBcer  Foots,  s8  eharpshooters,  on  board  the  gunboats. 
Bj  order, 

U,  S.  GiUNT,  Brig.-Gcn.  Commanding. 


THE  CAPTUEE  OF  FOaT  DONELSON. 
GENRAI.   GEANT's    EEFOET. 

HEAD-QtJAKTESiS,  ARMY  VS  THEFlBLn,  I 

FosT  DosBLSON,  FcbrMoinj  16,  1862.   J 
General  G.  W.  CtiLLU«,   Chief  of  Staff,  Dcparhnent  of  Miss&ari  .- 

Genekal: — I  am  pleased  to  announce  to  you  tiie  iincondltioaal  aur- 
rendor,  this  morning,  of  Fort  Dooelson,  with  twelve  to  flfteen  thousand 
prisonera,  at  least  forty  pieces  of  artilleiy,  and  a  lai^e  amoirnt  of  stores, 
horses,  mules,  and  other  public  property. 

I  left  Fort  Hemy  on  tlie  12th  instant,  with  a  force  of  about  fifteen 
thousand  men,  divided  into  two  divisions,  under  the  commnud  of  Gene- 
rals McClemand  and  SmiUi.  Sii  regiments  were  sent  around  by  water 
the  day  before,  convoyed  by  a  gunboat,  or  rather  started  one  day  later 
than  one  of  the  gunboats,  with  inskuctions  not  to  pass  it. 

The  troops  made  the  march  in  good  order,  the  head  of  the  column 
arriving  within  two  miles  of  the  fort  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  At  this 
point  the  enemy's  pickets  were  met  and  driven  in. 

The  fortifications  of  the  enemy  were  from  this  point  gradually  ap- 
proached and  surrounded,  with  occasional  skirmishing  on  the  line.  The 
following  day,  owing  to  the  non-aiTival  of  the  gunboats  and  re-enforce- 
menta  sent  by  water,  no  attack  was  made ;  but  the  investment  was 
extended  on  the  Hanks  of  tlie  enemy,  and  drawn  closer  to  his  works, 
wiUi  skirmishing  all  day.  The  evening  of  the  13th,  the  gunboats  and 
re-enforcements  arrived.  On  the  14th,  a  gallant  attack  was  made  by 
Flag-Offioer  Foote  upon  the  enemy's  works  with  his  fleet.  The  engage- 
ment lasted  probably  one  hour  and  ahalf,  and  bid  fair  to  result  favorably 
to  tlie  cause  of  the  Union,  when  two  imluclfy  shots  disabled  two  of  tlie 
armored  gunboats,  so  that  they  were  carried  back  by  the  current  The 
remaining  two  were  very  mudi  disabled  also,  having  received  a  number 
of  heavy  shots  about  the  pilot-house  and  other  parts  of  the  vessels. 
After  these  mishapa,  I  concluded  to  make  the  investment  of  Fort 
Donelson  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  partially  fortify  and  await  repairs 
to  the  gunboats.  This  plan  was  frustrated,  however,  by  the  enemy 
making  a  moat  vigoroua  attack  upon  our  right  wing,  commanded  by 
General  J.  A.  MoClemand,  with  a  portion  of  the  force  under  General  L. 
Wallace.  The  enemy  were  repelled  after  a  closely  contested  battle  of 
several  hours,  in  which  our  loss  was  heavy.  The  offloers,  and  particu- 
larly field  officers,  sufi'ered  out  of  proportion.  I  have  not  the  means  yet 
of  determining  our  loss  even  approximately,  but  it  cannot  fall  fkr  short 
of  one  thouannd  two  hundred  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.     Of  the 
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latter,  I  imderatand  through  General  Buckner,  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  were  taken  prisoners.  I  shall  retain  enough  of  the  enemy  to 
eichange  for  them,  as  they  were  iroioed lately  shipyed  off  and  cot  left 
for  recapture. 

About  the  close  of  thia  action  tho  ammnnitioQ  in  the  Cartridge-boxes 
gave  out,  which,  with  the  loss  of  many  of  tlie  Seld  olScera,  produced 
great  confuaion  in  the  ranIiB,  Seeing  that  the  enemy  did  cot  take 
advantage  of  this  fact,  I  ordered  a  charge  upon  the  lei't— enemy's  right 
— with  the  divisjion  under  General  C.  F.  Smith,  which  was  most  hril- 
liantly  executed,  and  gave  to  our  aims  full  assurance  of  Tictory.  The 
battle  lasted  until  dark,  giring  us  possession  of  part  of  their  intrench- 
ments.  An  attack  was  ordered  upoa  their  other  flank,  afrer  the  charge 
of  General  Smith  wa.s  commenced,  by  the  divisions  under  Generala 
kcClevnand  and  Wallace,  which,  notwithstanding  the  hours  of  eiposurs 
to  a  heavy  tire  in  the  forepart  of  the  day,  was  gallantly  made,  and  the 
enemy  further  repulsed.  At  the  points  tluis  gained,  night  having  come 
on,  all  the  troops  enca.mped  for  the  night,  feeling  tliat  a  complete  victory 
would  crown  their  labors  at  an  early  honr  in  tlie  morning.  This  morn- 
ing, at  a  very  early  hour.  General  S.  B.  Buckner  sent  a  message  to  our 
camp  under  a  Sag  of  truce,  proposing  an  armistice,  etc  A  copy  of  the 
correspondence  which  ensued  is  herewith  accompanied. 

I  cannot  mention  individuals  who  specially  distinguished  themselves, 
but  leave  that  to  division  and  brigade  officers,  whose  reports  will  bs 
forwarded  as  soon  as  received.  To  division  commanders,  however, 
Generals  McClernand,  Smith,  and  Wallace,  I  must  do  the  justice  to  say 
that  each  of  them  were  with  their  coramanda  in  the  midst  of  danger, 
and  were  always  ready  to  execute  all  orders,  no  matter  what  the 
exposure  to  themselves. 

At  the  hour  the  attack  was  made  on  General  MeClernand's  command, 
I  was  absent,  having  received  a  note  from  Flag-OfQcer  Footc,  requesting 
me  to  go  and  see  hini,  he  being  unable  to  calL 

My  personal  staff— Colonel  J.  D.  Webster,  Chief  of  Staff;  Colonel  J. 
Big^ti,  Jr.,  Volunteer  Aide;  Captain  J.  A.  Rawlins,  A.  A. -General; 
Captains  C.  B.  Lagow  and  W,  S.  Hillyer,  Aides,  and  lieutenant-Colonel 
T.  B.  Mcpherson,  Chief  Engineer — all  are  deserving  of  personal  mendon 
for  their  gallantry  and  services. 

Por  full  details  and  reports  and  particulars,  reference  is  made  to  the 
reports  of  tlie  Engineer,  Medici  Director  and  oommanders  of  br^adea 
and  divisions,  to  follow. 

I  am,  General,  veiy  respectfully, 

Tour  obedient  aervant, 

U.  S.  Gbant,  Brigadier- General. 

BEBKL  BEPOETS. 

EsECUTivE  Department,  March  11,  18G2. 
2b  the  Speaker  of  the  House  nf  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  such  oMcial  reports  as  havo  been  re- 
oeiyed  at  the  War  Department  of  the  defence  and  fall  of  Fort  D^Qelsoti. 
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They-  will  ba  round  incomplete  a  ac    ry  tni 

been  given  to  furnish  farther  inf   m  al 

made  intelligible  by  tha  reports.  nf 

■wore  at  any  time  asked  for  j  nor  m  ed  en 

sible  to  have  saved  lie  army  b 
known  by  what  means  it  was  fou  to 

the  garrison,  leaving  therem^nde  po 

ty  or  principles  of  action  the  Eenio  re 

transferring  the  command  to  a,  jun        £B 

In  a  former  communioation  t«  p         te    tli   p  tv 

ft  auapension  of  judgment  in  relat  F  rt  D 

unlil  ofiidal  reports  could  be  rece  Kg  m 

now  furnished  la  ao  defective.    In        m  pe  ul  ha 

tory  eiplanation  may  be  made,  I  d,    pon  the  eilnbition  of 

the  case  as  presented  by  ilie  two  senior  generule,  that  Sii^  shoaid  be  re- 
lieved from  command,  to  await  further  orders  whenever  a  reliable  judg- 
ment can  be  rendered  on  the  merits  of  the  case. 

jEFFEaaoif  Davis. 

Camp  hbae  Mcbfubesbobo,  February  27,  1862. 
General  A.  S.  Johicston: 

Sib: — Your  order  of  the  12th  of  this  month,  transmitted  to  me  by 
telegraph  from  Bowling  Green  to  Cumberland  City,  reached  me  the  same 
evening.  It  directed  ma  to  repair  at  once,  with  what  force  I  onutd  com- 
mand, to  the  support  of  the  garrison  at  Fort  Donelson.  I  immediately 
prepared  for  my  departure,  and  effected  it  in  time  to  reach  Fort  Bonel- 
son  tho  neit  morning,  13th,  before  daylight.  Measures  had  been 
already  talcen  by  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  tlien  in  command,  to  render 
our  resistance  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy  aa  effective  as  possible.  He 
had,  with  activity  and  industry,  pushed  forward  the  defensive  worlta 
toward  completion. 

Soon  after  my  arrival,  the  intrenchments  were  fully  occupied  from  one 
end  to  the  other;  and  just  as  the  sun  rose,  the  cannonade  from  one  of 
the  enemy's  gimboats  announced  the  opening  of  the  conflict,  which  waa 
destined  to  continue  for  three  days  and  nighta.  In  a  very  short 
time  tlie  Are  became  general  along  our  whole  lines,  and  the  enemy,  who 
had  idready  planted  batteries  at  several  points  around  the  whole  circuit 
of  our  intrenchmfnta  opened  a  general  and  active  fire  from  all  arms 
upon  ou  trenol  es  which  continued  until  darkness  put  an  end  to 
the  oonH  ct  They  harged  with  uncommon  spirit  at  several  points 
along  on  the  1  no  but  roost  particularly  at  a  point  undefended  by 
ntren  hmonta  down  a  hollow  which  separated  the  right  wing,  under 
Br  gaJ  e  eneral  Buckner,  from  the  right  of  the  centre,  commanded  by 
Colonel  H  man. 

*#**  +  * 

The  enemy  continued  their  fire  upon  different  parts  of  our  intrench- 
ments throughout  the  night,  which  deprived  our  men  of  every  opportu- 
nity of  Bleep.    We  lay  that  night  upon  our  arms  in  tho  trenches.     Wa 
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conBdently  eipected,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  a  more  vig  roua  attack  than 
ever  ;  but  in  thia  we  were  entirely  mistaken.  Th  day  ad  n  d  and 
no  preparation  seemed  to  bo  making  for  ii  e  n         in  B       an 

ejtremely  annoying  fire  was  kept  up  froi 
throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  intren< 

rifles.  Whilst  this  mode  of  attack  was  not  attended  with  any  etmside- 
rable  loss,  it,  nsTorthelees,  confined  the  men  to  their  trenches,  and  pre. 
rented  their  taking  their  usual  rest. 

There  was  no  place  within  out  Intrenchments  but  could  be  reached 
by  the  enemy's  artillery,  from  their  boata  or  their  batteries.  It  was  but 
fuir  to  infer  that,  while  they  kept  up  a  sufficient  fire  upon  our  intrendl- 
ments,  to  keep  our  men  {torn  sleep  and  prevent  repose,  their  object  was 
merely  to  give  time  to  pass  a  column  above  ua  on  the  river,  both  on  the 
right  and  the  left  banks,  tmd  thua  to  cut  off  all  our  comranniealions,  and 
to  prevent  the  poasibility  of  egress.  I  thus  saw  clearly  that  but 
one  course  waa  left  by  which  a  rational  hope  could  be  entertained 
of  saving  the  gajrison,  or  a  part,  of  it.  That  was  to  dislodge  the  enemy 
from  Ilia  position  on  our  left,  and  thua  to  pass  our  people  into  the  open 
country,  lying  southward  toward  Nashville.  J  called  for  a  consultation 
of  the  officers  of  divisions  and  brigades,  to  take  place  after  dark,  when 
tbia  plan  waa  laid  before  them,  approved  and  adopted,  and  at  which  it 
waa  determined  lo  move  from  the  trenches  at  an  early  hour  on  the  next 
momii^,  and  attack  the  enemy  in  his  position. 

Our  troops  were  completely  eihausted  by  four  days  and  nights 
of  continued  conflict.  To  renew  it  with  any  hope  of  auccesBful  result 
was  obviouely  yain,  and  such  I  understood  to  bo  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  all  the  otGcenr^resent  at  the  council  called  to  consider  what  waa  best 
to  be  done.  I  thought,  and  so  announced,  that  a  desperate  onset  upon 
the  right  of  the  enemy's  forces,  on  the  ground  where  we  had  attacked 
them  in  the  morning,  might  result  in  the  esttlcation  of  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  command  fVom  the  position  we  were  in,  and  this  ojiin- 
ion  I  understood  to  be  concurred  in  by  all  who  were  present  But 
it  was  likewise  agreed,  with  the  same  unanimity,  that  it  would  result  in 
the  slaughter  of  nearly  all  who  did  not  aucceed  in  effecting  then'  escape. 
The  question  then  arose,  whether,  in  point  of  humanity  and  a  sound 
military  policy,  a  course  should  be  adopted  from  which  the  probabilities 
were,  that  tbe  larger  portion  of  the  command  would  be  out  to  pieces  in 
an  unavaQing  fight  s^inst  overwhelming  numhera.  I  understood  the 
general  sentiment  to  be  averse  to  the  proposition.  I  felt  that  in  this  contin- 
gency, whiiat  it  m^ht  be  questioned  whether  I  ahould,  as  commander  of 
the  army,  lead  it  U)  certain  destruction  in  an  unavailing  Bght,  yet  I  had 
a  right,  indiTidually.  to  determine  that  I  would  not  survive  a  aurrendar 
(here.  To  satisfy  both  propositions,  I  agreed  to  hand  over  the  com- 
mand to  Brigadier-General  Buckner,  through  Brigadier-General  Pillow, 
and  to  make  an  effort  for  my  own  eitrication  by  any  and  every  means 
that  might  present  themaelves  to  me. 

I  therefore  directed  Colonel  Forrest,  a  daring  and  determined  officer, 
at  the  head  of  an  efSoient  regiment  of  cavalry,  to  he  present  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accompanying  me  in  what  I  suppoaod  would  be  an  effort  to  paw 
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through  the  enBmy's  lines.  I  onnounoed  the  fact,  upon  turning  the  com- 
mand over  to  Brigadier-Gene  rsl  Buckner.  that  I  would  bring  away  with 
mo,  by  any  means  I  could,  my  own  particular  brigade,  Ihe  propriety  of 
which  was  acquiesced  in  on  all  hands.  This,  hy  various  modes,  i  suc- 
ceeded in  accomplishing  to  a  great  extent. 

The  command  was  turned  over  to  Brigadier-General  Bncltner,  who  at 
once  opened  negotiations  with  the  enemy,  which  resulted  in  the  Bur- 
render  of  the  place. 

Joas  B.  Flotd,  Brig.-Oea.  Co-mmandinij. 


GbhkraIj  pillow's  bepobt. — {Extracts.) 

CoLDitBiA,  Te^nes3EB,  Febroary  13,  1862. 
Captain  Clihesoe  Debriok,  A.  A.-Getisral: 

On  the  18th  instant,  General  A.  S.  Johnston  ordered  me  to  proceed 
to  Fort  Donelson  and  take  command  at  that  post.  On  the  13th  instant 
I  arrived  at  that  place.  In  detailing  the  operations  of  the  forces  under 
my  command  at  Fort  Donelson,  it  is  proper  to  state  the  condition  of  that 
work  and  of  the  forcea  constituting  its  garrison. 

The  armament  of  the  batteries  consislad  of  eight  thirty-two  pounders, 
three  thirty-two  pound  carronades,  one  eight-inch  cohimbiad,  and  one 
rifled  gun  of  thirty-two  pound  calibre.  The  selection  of  the  site  for  the 
work  was  an  unfortunate  one.  While  its  command  of  the  river  was 
feyorablo,  the  site  was  commanded  by  the  hills  above  and  below  on  the 
river,  and  by  a  continuoua  range  of  hillB  all  around  the  works  to  its 

A  field-work  of  very  contracted  dimensions  had  been  constructed  for 
the  garrison  to  protect  the  battery ;  but  this  field-work  was  commanded 
by  the  hills  already  referred  to,  and  lay  open  to  a  fire  of  artillery  from 
every  direction  eieept  from  the  hills  bolow.  To  guard  against  the  effect 
of  flra  of  artillery  from  these  heights,  a  line  of  defence-work,  consisting 
of  rifle-pits  and  abatis  for  infantry,  detached  on  our  right,  but  con- 
tinuous on  our  left,  with  defences  for  our  hght  artillery,  were  laid 
off  by  Major  Gilmer — engineer  of  General  A.  S.  Jolmsion's  staff,  but 
on  duty  n  ith  me  at  the  post — around  the  rear  of  the  battery,  and  on  the 
heights  frnm  which  artillery  could  reach  our  battery  and  inner  field- 
work,  enveloping  the  inner  work  and  the  town  of  Dover,  where  our 
principal  supplies  of  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores  were  on  de- 

These  works,  pushed  with  the  utmost  possible  energy,  were  not  quite 
OOTupleted,  nor  my  troops  all  in  position,  though  nearly  so,  when  Briga- 
dier-General Floyd,  my  senior  officer,  reached  that  station.  The  worlia 
were  laid  off  with  judgment  and  skill,  by  Major  Gilmer;  were  weh  ei- 
ecuted,  and  designed  for  the  defence  of  the  rear  of  the  works,  *  * 
I  bad  placed  Brigadier- Gen criil  Buckner  in  command  of  the  right 
ring  and  Bi^adier-Gisiieral  Johnson  in  oommaud  of  the  \&fi.    By  »• 
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traordinaTV  efforts,  we  had  barelj  got  tTie  works  in  8  defensible  condi- 
tion, when  the  eneray  made  ao  adyance  in  force  around  and  agamst  the 
entire  line  of  our  outer  works. 

The  first  asaaiill  waa  commenced  by  the  enemy's  artillery  against  the 
entire  line  of  out  left  wiag,  which  waa  promptly  responded  to  by  Captain 
Green's  battery  of  lield-artillery.  AfWr  aeverfll  hours  of  firing  between  the 
artillery  of  the  two  armies,  the  enemy's  infantry  advanced  to  the  con- 
flict all  along  the  line,  which  was  kept  np  and  increaaed  in  volume  from 
one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other  for  several  honrs,  when  at  last  tixe 
enemy  made  a  vigorous  assault  against  the  right  of  our  left  mng. 

The  result  of  the  day's  work  pretty  well  tested  tHe  strength  of  our  de- 
fensive hnea,  and  estahliahed,  beyond  question,  the  gallantry  of  our  en- 
tire command,  all  of  which  defended  well  their  portion  of  the  hue.  The 
loss  sustained  by  our  forces  in  this  engaftement  was  not  lar^,  our  men 
being  mostly  under  shelter  of  their  rifle-pits ;  but  we,  nererthelesa,  had 
quite  a  number  of  killed  and  wounded,  but  owing  to  the  continued  figbt- 
ing  which  followed,  it  waa  impossible  to  get  anj  offidal  report  of  tHe 
casualties  of  the  day.  *  *  *      ..  . 

On  the  1 4th  instant,  the  enemy  was  busy  throwmg  his  forces  at  every 
arm  around  ns  extending  his  line  of  investment  around  our  position,  and 
completely  enveloping  us.  We  were  now  surroundwl  by  immense  force, 
said  by  persons  to  amount  to  fifty-two  regiments,  and  every  rwid  and 
possible  avenue  of  departure  were  out  off,  with  the  certainty  that  our 
sources  of  supply  by  the  river  would  soon  be  cut  off  by  the  enemy  s 
Mtteries  placed  upon  the  river  above  us. 

At  a  meetii^  of  the  general  officers,  called  by  Oeneral  Floy^  it  mia 
unanimously  determined  to  give  the  enemy  battle  neit  day  at  dayhght, 
so  as  to  out  open  a  route  of  eiit  for  onr  troops  t«  the  interior  of  the 
country  and  thus  to  save  our  army.  We  had  knowledge  that  the  prin- 
cipal portion  of  the  enemy's  forces  were  massed  in  encampment  m  front 
of  our  estremB  left,  commandii^  the  two  roads  leading  into  the  interior, 
one  of  which  we  mast  take  in  leaving  our  position.  We  knew  that  he 
had  massed  in  encampment  another  lai^  force  on  the  Union  Ferry  road, 
opposite  the  centre  of  our  left  wing.  His  fresh  arrival  of  troops  which 
sncamped  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  two  and  a  half  miles  below  us,  from 
which  latter  encampment  a  stream  of  fresh  troops  was  oontmually  pour- 
init  around  us  on  his  hue  of  investment,  and  thus  strengthenm?  his 
general  encampment  on  the  eitreme  right.  At  each  of  his  encampments 
lud  on  each  road  lie  had  a  position,  a  battery  of  field  artillery  and 
twenty-four  pound  iron  guns  on  siege-carriages.       ,,       *       ^ 

The  operations  of  the  day  had  forced  the  entire  command  of  the  enemy 
around  to  our  right  wing,  and  in  front  of  General  Bucliner's  po'iition  in 
the  intrenchments  and  when  his  command  reached  hif  position  he 
found  the  enemy  rapidly  advancing  to  talie  possession  of  this  portion  of 
his  work.  He  had  a  stubborn  conflict,  lasting  one  a  half  hours  to 
regain  it,  and  the  enemy  actuaUy  got  posaession  of  the  extrerne  riglitwl 
his  position,  and  he  held  it  so  flrmly  that  he  could  not  dislodge  bun. 
The  position  thus  gained  by  the  enemy  was  a  most  commanding  one, 
being  immediately  on  the  rear  of  our  river-battery  and  field-work  for  at 
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protection.  From  it  he  conld  readily  tnm  the  intrenched  work  oecqpied 
by  General  Buckner,  and  attack  him  in  reverse,  or  advance  under  cover 
of  an  intervening  ridge  directly  upon  ourhattery  and  field-work.  While 
he  held  thu  position,  it  was  manifest  we  could  not  hold  the  main  work 
or  battery.  Such  was  the  oondition  of  the  a,rmies  at  nightfall,  after  nine 
hours  of  BBvere  conflict  on  the  15th  instant.  *  «  • 

In  this  condition  the  general  ofSoers  held  a  consultation  to  determine 
what  we  should  do.  General  Buckner  gave  it  as  hia  decided  opinion 
that  he  could  not  hold  his  position  one  half  hour  against  an  assault  of 
the  enemy,  and  said  the  enemy  would  attack  him  neit  morning  at  day- 
hcht  The  proposition  was  then  made  by  the  undersigned  to  again  fight 
our  way  through  the  enemy's  hne,  and  cut  our  way  out.  General 
Buckner  said  his  command  was  so  worn  out  and  cut  to  pieces  and 
demoraliKOd  that  ha  could  not  make  another  fight ;  that  it  would  cost 
the  command  three-quarters  of  its  present  number  to  cut  its  way 
through,  and  it  vi-as  wrong  to  sacrifice  three-quarters  of  a  command  to 
save  a  quarter;  that  no  ofBeer  had  a  right  to  cause  such  a  saorifioe. 
General  Floyd  and  Major  Gilmer  I  understood  to  concur  in  this  opinion. 
I  then  expressed  the  opinion  that  we  could  hold  out  another  day,  and  in 
that  time  we  could  get  steamboats  and  set  the  command  over  the  river 
and  probably  save  a  large  portion  of  it.  To  this  General  Buckner 
replied  that  the  enemy  would  certainly  attack  him  at  daylight,  and  that 
he  could  not  hold  his  position  half  an  hour. 

The  alternative  of  these  propositions  was  a  surrender  of  their  position 
and  command.  General  Floyd  said  that  he  would  neither  eurrenderthe 
command,  nor  would  he  surrender  himself  a  prisoner.  I  had  taken  the 
same  position.  General  Buckner  said  he  was  satisfied  nothing  else 
coald  be  done,  and  that,  therefore,  he  -would  surrender  if  placed  in  com- 
mand.  General  ?loyd  said  he  would  turn  over  the  command  to  him  if 
he  could  i>e  allowed  to  withdraw  his  command.  To  this  Oeneral 
Buckner  consented.  Thereupon  General  Floyd  turned  the  command 
over  to  me.  I  passsed  it  instantly  to  General  Buckner,  saying  I  would 
neither  surrender  Ihe  command  nor  myself  a  prisoner.  I  directed 
Colonel  Forrest  to  out  his  n-ay  out.  Under  tlie'ie  circumstances  General 
Buckner  accepted  the  command,  and  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  enemy 
for  an  armistice  for  six  hours  to  negotiate  for  terms  of  capituktion. 
Before  this  flag  and  communioation  were  deUvered,  I  retired  !Vom  the 
garrison.  *  •  *  •  * 

GiD.  J.  Pillow,  Brigadier- General,  0.  S.  A. 
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GENERAL  GRANT'S  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

HKiD-QuiGTEES,   DlSTftlOI  Of  WE8TERK  TeSHESSEE,   ) 

PITTSBUR8,  April  9,  1862.  j 

Ca;lta!n  N.  H.  MoLban,  Assistant  Adjulani-  Gemeral,  Department  oj 
Mississippi,  St  Louis. 

Captain  : — It  becomes  my  duty  again  to  report  another  battle,  fought 
bf  two  great  armies,  one  contending  forlJie  mtiiiitenance  of  the  best  gov- 
eranient  erer  devised,  and  the  other  for  its  destruction.  It  is  pleasant 
to  record  the  eucoesB  of  iJie  army  contending  for  the  former  principle, 

Ou  Sunday  morning  our  pickets  were  attacked  and  driven  in  by  the 
enemy.  Immediately  the  five  divisions  stationed  at  this  place  were 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battJe  to  meet  them. 

The  battle  soou  wuied  warm  on  the  left  and  centre,  varying  at  times 
to  all  parts  of  the  line.  There  was  the  most  oontinnoua  Bring  of  mus- 
ketry and  artiLery  ever  heard  ou  this  continent  kept  up  until  nightfalL 

The  enemy,  having  forced  the  entire  line  to  fall  back  Dearly  half  way 
from  their  camps  to  the  landing,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  afternoon  a  des- 
perate effort  was  made  bv  the  enemy  to  turii  our  left  and  get  possession 
of  the  landing,  transports,  etc 

This  point  was  guarded  by  Ihe  gunboats  Tyler  and  Leiington,  Captains 
Gwin  and  Shirk  commanding,  with  four  twenty-four  pounder  Parrott 
guns,  and  a  battery  of  rifled  guns. 

As  thoto  is  a  deep  and  iqjpassahle  ravine  for  artiUory  or  cavalry, 
and  very  diEGcuit  for  infantry,  at  this  point,  no  troops  were  stationed 
here,  eioept  the  necessary  artiflerists  and  a  small  ini^liy  force  for  their 
support.  Just  at  this  moment  the  advnce  of  Major-Gooeral  Buell'a 
column  and  a  part  of  tho  division  of  General  Nelson  arrived.  The  two 
generals  named  both  being  present,  an  advfuioe  was  immediately  made 
upon  the  point  of  attack,  and  the  enemy  was  soon  driven  back. 

In  this  repulse  much  is  due  to  the  presence  of  the  gunboats  Tyler 
and  Lexington,  and  their  able  commanders,  Captains  Gwin  and  Shirk. 

During  tho  night,  the  diviffiona  under  Generals  Crittenden  andMcCook 
arrived. 

General  Lewis  Wallace,  at  Camp  Landing,  six  miles  below,  was  or- 
dered, at  an  early  hour  in  the  moj-ning,  to  liold  his  division  in  readiness 
to  move  in  any  direction  it  might  he  ordered.  At  eleven  o'clock  the 
order  was  delivered  to  move  it  up  to  Pittsbui^;  but,  owing  to  its  being 
led  by  a  circuitous  route,  it  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  take  part  in  Sun- 

Durir^  the  night  all  was  quiet,  and,  feeling  that  great  moral  advan- 
tage would  be  gained  by  becoming  tJie  attacking  party,  an  advance  was 
ordered  as  soon  as  day  dawned.  The  residt  was  the  gradual  repulse  of 
tho  enemy  at  all  points  of  the  line,  from  nine  until  probably  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  when  it  became  eviderit  the  enemy  was  retreating. 

Before  the  olnae  of  the  action,  Uie  advance  of  General  T.  J.  Wood's 
division,  arrived  m  time  to  take  part  in  the  action. 

Uy  force  waa  too  much  fatigued  from  two  days'  hard  fighting,  and 
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exposure  in  the  open  air  toa  drencMng  rain  during  the  inteirening 
oight,  to  pursue  immedialelf. 

M%ht  dosed  in  doudy,  with  a  heavy  mn,  making  the  roads  imprac- 
ticable for  artillery  by  the  tieit  morning. 

General  Sherman,  however,  followed  the  enemy.  Ending  that  the  main 
part  of  their  army  tad  retreated  in  good  order. 

Hospitals,  with  the  enemy's  woundeiJ,  were  found  all  along  the  road 
as  far  as  pursuit  waa  made.  Dead  bodies  of  the  euemy,  and  many  graves 
were  also  found,  I  inclose  herewith  a  report  of  General  Sherman, 
which  will  explain  more  fully  the  result  of  the  pursuit  and  of  Ihe  part 
taken  by  each  separate  commaad. 

I  cannot  take  special  notice  in  this  report^  but  will  do  bo  more  fully 
when  the  reports  of  the  division  commanders  are  handed  in. 

General  Buell,  eomraanding  in  the  field,  with  a  distinct  army  long 
under  his  command,  and  which  did  such  efficient  service  commanded  by 
himself  in  person,  on  tlie  field,  wiil  bo  much  better  able  to  notice  those 
ofiieera'  commands,  who  particularly  distinguished  themselves,  ttian  I 
possibly  can. 

I  feel  it  a  duty,  howeTer,  to  a  gallant  and  able  officer,  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral W.  T.  Sherman,  to  make  a  special  mention.  He  Bot  only  was  with 
his  command  during  the  entire  two  days  of  the  action,  but  displayed 
great  judgment  and  skill  in  the  management  of  his  men.  Although 
severely  wounded  in  the  hand  on  the  first  day,  his  place  was  never  va- 
cant. He  was  again  wounded,  and  had  throe  horses  killed  under  him. 
In  making  this  mention  of  a  gallant  ofQcer,  no  disparagement  is  intended 
to  other  division  commanders  or  Major-Generals  John  A.  McClernaml 
and  Lewis  Wallace,  and  Brigadier-Generijs  S.  A.  Hurlbut,  P.  M.  Pron- 
to and  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  all  of  whom  mmntained  their  places  with 
credit  to  themselves  and  the  cause. 

General  Prentiss  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  first  day's  action,  and 
General  W.  IL  L.  Wallace  was  severely  and  probably  mortally  wounded. 
Hia  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  CaptaaWm.MoMiehae!,  ismissing,  and 
was  probably  taken  prisoner. 

My  personal  atalT  me  all  desorving  of  particular  mention,  they  having 
been  engaged  durir^  the  entire  two  days,  in  carrying  orders  to  every 
part  of  the  field.  It  consists  of  Colonel  J.  D.  Webster,  Chief-of-Sfaff; 
Lieu1enanl>Colonel,  J.  B.  MoPherson,  Chief  of  En^neers,  assisted  by 
Lieutenants  W,  L.  B.  Jenne'y,  and  Wm.  Koseao ;  Captain  J.  A.  Eawlins, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  W.  S.  Hilger,  W.  R.  Kawley,  and  C.  B. 
Lagow,  Aides-de-Camp ;  Colonel  G.  Pride,  Tolunteor  Aide,  and  Captain 
J.  P.  Hawkins,  Chief  Commissary,  who  accompanied  me  upon  the  field. 

The  Medical  Department,  under  direction  of  Surgeon  Hewitt,  Medical 
Diieotor,  showed  great  enei^y  in  providing  for  the  wounded,  and  in 
getting  them  from  the  Seld,  regardless  of  danger. 

Colonel  Webster  was  placed  in  special  charge  of  all  the  artillery, 
and  was  constantly  upon  the  field.  Ha  displayed,  as  always  heretofore, 
both  skill  and  bravery.  At  least,  in  one  instance,  he  was  Die  menus  of 
plaoing  an  entire  regiment  in  position  of  doing  most  valuable  service,  and 
where  it  would  not  have  been  but  for  hia  eiertiona. 

Lieutenant-CoUinel  UcPberaon,  attached  to  my  staff  as  Chief  of  En- 
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gineers,  deserves  irore  than  a  paaaing  notice  forliis  activity  and  courage. 
All  the  groiinda  beyond  our  camps  for  miles,  have  been  reconnoitred  bj 
him,  and  the  plans,  carefully  prepared  vinder  hia  eupervision,  give  the 
most  accurate  information  of  the  nature  of  the  approaches  to  our  lines. 
During  the  two  days'  battle,  he  was  constantlj-  in  the  saddle,  leading  the 
troops,  as  tliey  arrived,  to  points  where  their  aervicea  were  required. 
During  Iho  engagement,  he  had  one  horse  shot  under  hini. 

The  country  will  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  many  brave  men  who  fell 
at  Ihe  brittle  of  Pittsburg,  or  Shiloh,  more  properly. 

The  exact  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  will  be  known  in  a  day  or  two. 
At  present  I  can  only  ^ve  it  approiimately  at  fifleen  hundred  tilled, 
and  thuty.flve  hundred  wounded. 

The  loss  of  artillery  was  great,  many  pieces  being  disabled  bythe 
enemy's  shots,  and  some  losing  all  their  horses  and  many  men.  There 
were  probably  not  less  than  two  himdfed  horses  kiEod. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  In  killed  and  left  upon  the  field,  was  greater 
than  ours.  In  the  wounded  an  estimate  cannot  be  made,  as  many  of 
them  must  have  been  sent  to  Corinth  and  other  points. 

The  enemy  suffered  terribly  from  demoralization  and  desertion. 

A  flag  of  truce  was  sent  in  tc-day  from  General  Beauregard.  I  indosa 
lierewith  a  copy  of  tlio  correspondence. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yOiir  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Gs,vST,  MaJ.-Gcn.  Commanding. 


Remarks  of  Hon,  E  '3.'^ASSBVfalE,of  Jll^inthe  Eoitseof  Eepresenlativei, 
May  2,  1862. 
Mb.  Speabeb  ;— I  will  only  trouble  the  House  for  a  few  moments, 
but  when  justice  claims  to  be  heard,  it  is  said  that  a  nation  should  be 
silent  Linartine,  in  hia  celebrated  History  of  the  Girondms,  speakmg 
of  one  of  those  incidenta  so  characteristic  of  the  French  Bevolutioo, 

''Thenewa  of  the  victory  of  Hondschoote  filled  Paris  with  joy.  But 
even  the  joy  of  the  people  was  cruel.  The  Convention  reproached  ag  a 
treason  tlie  victory  of  aTlctorious  general  Its  coraminsioners  to  the 
army  of  the  North,  Henta,  PeyBsard,  and  Duquesnoy,  deposed  Hou(^ard, 
and  sent  huu  to  the  revolutionary  tribunaL''  *  ^  *  ^  *  . ,  ^^^ 
unfortunate  Bouchard  was  condemned  to  death,  and  met  his  &te  with 
:he  intrepidity  of  a  soldier  and  the  admness  of  an  innocent  man. 
!■  •  "  It  was  shown  that  even  victory  was  not  protection  agamst 
the  scaffold."  

It  may  be  inquired  wlicthei  in  this  rebellion  history  is  not  repeating 
itself     I  come  before  tiie  House  to  do  a  great  act  of  justice  lo  a  soldier 
field,  and  to  vindicate  him  from  the  oblotiny  and  misreprasent*- 
(0  persistently  and  cruelly  thrust  before  the  country.    I  ref»r  to 
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a  diBtinguisbed  genfiral  who  has  recenUy  fought  the  bloodiest  and 
hardest  battle  ever  foupht  on  this  continent,  end  won  one  oi  the  most 
briUiaot  vioWriea.  I  refer  to  tlie  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  to 
Major-Gienoral  Dlysses  S.  Grant.  A  native  of  Ohio,  he  graduated  at 
West  Point,  July  1st,  1843,  with  He  brevet  rank  of  second-Ueutenant, 
and  was  appointed  second-lieutenaDt,  September  30th,  1849.  Ihough  but 
40  jears  old,  he  has  been  oftener  under  lire  and  been  in  more  battles 
than  any  other  man  hiing  on  tliia  continent,  eicepting  that  great  chief- 
tain now  reposing  on  his  laurels  anl  on  the  affeotioas  of  his  couDtrymen, 
Lieiitenant-General  Scott.  He  was  in  every  battle  in  Meiico  that  was  pos- 
sible for  any  one  man  to  be  in.  He  followed  the  victorious  standard  oi 
General  Taylor-  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Palo  Alto, 
Resaoa  de  !a  Palma,  and  Monterey.  He  was  with  General  Scott  at  Vera 
Cruz,  andpartidpated  in  every  battle  ft-om  the  Gulf  to  the  city  of  Mesieo. 
He  was  breveted  first-lieutenant  September  8, 1847,  forgall^tand  mori- 
toriOQS  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Molino  del  Key,  and  on  the  J3lh  of  the 
same  month  he  was  breveted  captain  for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct 
ot  tlio  battle  of  Chapultopec.  He  has  received  the  baptismal  of  fire. 
No  young  oCBccr  came  out  of  the  Meiioan  war  with  more  distinction 
than  Grant,  and  the  records  of  the  "War  Department  bear  ofacial  lesti- 
monj  lo  his  gallant  and  noble  deeds.  He  resigiied  in  1855,  and  after- 
wards settled  in  Galena,  in  the  district  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on 
this  floor.     I  win  read  from  reports  in  the  War  Department. 

[The  reports  alluded  to  were  then  read  aloud,] 

Grant  was  among  the  first  to  ofler  his  services  to  the  country  at  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  saying  that  as  he  had  been  educated  by  the 
Governmeuti  that  Government  was  entitled  to  his  services  in  its  time  oi 
peril.  Early  made  a  colonel  of  one  of  the  Illinois  regiments,  he  went 
into  actual  service  in  Missouri.  His  commands  there  were  important, 
and  he  discharged  every  duty  with  great  fidelity  and  advantage  to  the 
public  service.  With  a  military  head  and  a  military  hand,  he  every- 
where evoked  order  from  chaos.  Military  discipline,  order,  and  economy, 
travelled  in  his  palh.  In  time  ho  was  made  a  brigadier-general,  and  in- 
trusted widi  the  important  command  of  the  district  of  (^iro  ;  and  how 
diligently,  how  faithfiilly,  how  satisfaoWrily  he  discharged  all  his  duties 
is  well  known  to  the  country.  While  in  that  Command,  learning  of  a 
movement  about  being  made  by  the  rebels  at  Columbus  to  send  out  a 
large  force  to  cut  off  Colonel  Oglesby,  who  had  gone  into  Missouri  after 
that  roaming  bandit,  Jeff  Thompson,  by  a  sudden  and  masterly  stroke 
he  fell  upon  Behnont,  and  after  a  brilliant  and  decisive  action,  in  which 
he  and  all  hia  troops  displayed  great  bravery,  he  broke  up  the  rebel 
camp  with  great  loss,  and  then  returned  to  Cturo.  The  expedition  was 
broken  up,  Oglesby'a  command  was  saved,  and  every  thing  was  accom- 
plished tliat  was  expected. 

In  time  came  the  operations  up  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee 
Eivers,  and  I  state  what  I  know.  By  a  singular  comcidence,  on  tho 
29th  day  of  January  last,  withontany  suggestion  from  any  source,  General 
Grant  and  Commodore  Foote,  always  acting  in  entire  harmony,  applied 
for  permission  to  move  up  those  rivers,  which  waa  granted.  The  gun- 
boats and  land  forces  moved  up  to  Fort  Henry.    After  (bat  fort  waa 
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taken  it  was  delsrmiQed  to  attack  Fort  Donelaon.  The  gunboats  were 
to  so  round  and  up  the  Cumberland  River,  while  the  army  was  to  move 
OTorland  from  Fort  Henry  to  Fort  Donelson. 

The  roads  were  the  worst  ever  kcown,  end  almost  any  other  general 
or  any  other  trcxipa  would  have  despaired  of  moving.  But  they  did 
move.  If  General  Grant  had  been  told  that  it  was  impossible  to  move  hia 
army  there,  he  would  have  made  a  reply  lilte  to  that  of  the  royal  Pom- 
pey,  when  be  was  told  that  his  fleet  could  not  sail :  "  It  is  neoeasary  to 
BBJl,  not  neoesaary  to  live."  It  was  neceaaary  for  this  weatom  army  to 
march,  but  it  was  not  neceeaary  to  live.  The  country  knows  the  result 
— Donelson  felL  The  enemy,  twenty  thousand  strong,  behind  hia  in- 
trencliments,  succumbed  before  tiie  imrelentjng  bravery  and  vigor  of 
our  troops,  no  more  than  twenty-eight  thousand  engaged.  We  took 
there,  not  twelve  thousand,  not  fifteen  thousand,  but  more  than  sixteen 
thoasand  prisoners.  I  have  it  from  General  Halleck  that  we  have  actually 
paid  trmsportation  for  more  than  siiteen  thousand  prisoners.  That,  in 
most  countries,  would  have  been  called  a  most  brilliant  military  achieve- 
meat.  Napoleon  Hurrounded  Old  Mack  at  Ulra,  and  captured  twenty 
thousand  or  more  prisoners,  and  that  exploit  has  filled  a  great  space  in 

While  the  capture  of  Donelson  filled  the  country  with  joy,  there  was 
a  cruel  dispoailion  to  withhold  from  the  commanding  general  the  meed 
of  gratitude  and  praise  so  justly  his  due.  Captious  criticisms  were  in- 
dulged in  that  he  did  not  make  the  attack  properly,  and  that  if  he  had 
done  differently  the  work  might  have  been  better  accompUshed,  It  was 
not  enough  tliat  he  fought  and  gloriously  conquered,  hut  he  ought  to 
have  done  it  differently,  forsooth.  Succeaa  could  be  no  t«st  of  merit 
with  him.  That  was  the  way  the  old  generals  spoke  of  the  young  Na- 
poleon when  be  was  heating  them  in  every  battle,  and  carrying  Mb 
eaglea  in  triumph  over  all  Europe.  He  did  not  fight  according  to  the 
tuiea  of  war.  But  there  was  a  more  grievoua  suggestion  touching  the 
general'a  habits.  It  is  a  su^^estion  that  has  infused  itself  into  the 
public  mind  everywhere.  There  never  was  a  more  cruel  and  atrocious 
Blander  upon  a  bravo  and  noble-minded  man.  There  is  no  more  tem- 
perate man  in  the  army  tlian  General  Grant  He  never  indulges  in  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors  at  all.  He  is  an  eiample  of  courage,  honor, 
fortitude,  activity,  temperance,  and  modesty,  for  he  is  as  modest  as  he 
is  brave  aud  incorruptible.  To  the  bravery  and  fortitude  of  Lannes,  he 
adds  the  Hl«rn  republican  simplicity  of  Guvion  St.  Cyr.  It  is  almost 
vain  to  hope  that  full  justice  will  ever  be  done  lo  men  who  have  been 
thus  attacked.  Truth  is  slow  upon  the  heels  of  falsehood.  It  has  been 
well  said  that  "  falsehood  will  travel  from  Maine  to  Geoi^ia  while  truth 
is  putting  on  its  boots." 

Let  no  gentleman  have  any.ftars  of  General  Grants  He  is  no  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency,  He  is  no  politician.  Inspired  by  the  noblest 
patriotism,  he  only  desires  to  do  his  whole  duty  to  his  country.  When 
the  war  shall  be  over  he  will  return  to  his  home,  and  sink  the  soldier 
in  the  simple  citizen.  Though  living  in  tJie  same  town  with  myself;  he 
has  no  political  claims  on  me,  for,  so  far  as  he  is  a  politidan,  he  belongs 
to  a  different  party.  He  has  no  personal  claima  upon  me  more  tll»i 
21* 
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any  olber  nonstituMit.  But  I  came  bera  to  apaak  as  an  Illiaoiaiaii, 
proud  of  bis  noble  aud  patriotic  State ;  proud  of  its  great  history  now- 
being  made  up;  proud  above  all  earthly  things  of  bet  brare  soldiers, 
who  are  shedding  their  blood  upon  all  the  battle-fields  of  the  Republic 
If  the  laurels  of  Grant  shall  ever  be  witliered,  it  will  not  be  done  by  the 
Illinois  soldiora  who  have  followed  his  victorious  banner. 

But  to  the  victory  at  Pittsburg  Landir^,  -which  haa  called  tbrth  euch 
a  flood  of  denunciation  upon  General  Grant.  When  we  consider  tlia 
charges  of  bad  generalship,  inconipetency,  and  surprise,  do  we  not  foel 
that  "even  the  joy  jf  the  people  is  cruel?"  Aa  to  the  question  of 
whether  there  was,  or  not,  what  might  be  called  a  surprise,  I  will  not 
ai^uoit;  but  even  if  there  bad  been.  General  Grant  is  novrise  responsi- 
ble for  it,  for  he  was  not  surprised.  He  was  nt  his  head-quarters  at 
Savannah  when  tiie  fight  coramenced.  Those  head-quarters  were 
established  there,  as  being  the  moat  convenient  point  for  all  parts  of  liis 
command.  Some  of  the  troops  were  at  Crump's  Landing,  between 
Savannah  and  Pittsburg,  and  all  the  new  arrivala  were  coming  to 
Savannah.  That  waa  the  proper  place  for  the  head-quarters  of  the 
commanding  general  at  that  time.  The  general  visited  PJttaburg  Land- 
ing and  all  the  important  points  every  day.  The  attack  waa  made 
Sunday  morning  by  a  vasUy  superior  force.  In  five  minutes  after  the 
first  firing  was  heard.  General  Grant  and  stalf  were  on  board  a  steam- 
boat on  the  way  to  the  battle-field,  and  instead  of  not  reaching  the  field 
till  ten  o'clock,  or,  aa  has  been  still  more  falsely  represented,  till  noon,  I 
have  a  letter  before  me  from  one  of  his  aidea  who  was  withhim,  and  who 
Bays  he  arrived  there  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  mommg,  and  immediately 
assumed  command.  There  he  directed  the  movements,  and  waa  always 
on  that  part  of  the  field  where  his  presence  was  moat  required,  expos- 
ing his  life,  and  evincu^  in  his  dispositions,  the  genius  of  the  greatest 
commanders.  With  what  desperate  bravery  that  battle  of  Sunday  was 
fought  I  what  display  of  prowess  and  courage!  what  prodigiea  of  valor  I 
Our  troops,  leas  than  forty  thousand,  attacked  by  more  than  eighty 
thousand  of  the  picked  men  of  the  rebels,  led  by  their  most  distlnguiahed 
generals  1 

But  it  is  gravely  charged  by  theao  military  critics  who  sit  by  the  fire- 
side while  our  aoldiors  are  riatii^  their  lives  on  the  field  of  conflict,  tliat 
Grant  was  to  blame  in  having  his  troojK  on  ttie  same  side  of  the  river 
with  the  enemy.  I  suppose  they  wonid  have  the  river  interpose 
between  our  army  and  the  enemy,  and  permit  that  enemy  to  intrench 
Mmsolf  on  the  other  side,  and  then  undertake  to  cross  in  hia  face.  It 
waa,  in  the  judgment  of  the  best  military  men,  a  wiae  disposition  of 
his  forces,  plaeiQg  them  where  ho  did.  To  have  dono  otherwise,  would 
have  been  like  keoping  the  entire  army  of  the  Potomac  on  this  side  of 
the  river,  instead  of  orosaing  it  when  itl!ould  be  done,  and  advancinir 
on  Hie  other  side. 

Alter  fighting  ail  day  with  immensely  superior  numbers  of  the  enemv, 
they  only  drove  our  forces  back  two  and  one  half  miles,  and  then  'it 
w^as  to  faoe  the  gunboats  and  the  terrible  batteries  so  skilfully  arranged 
and  worked  by  tho  gaUant  and  accomplished  officers,  Webster  and 
Calleuder,  and  wbith  bronglit  the  countless  host  of  the  enemy  to  a 
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sta  d.    An    wt  g      came,  this  unconquerable  army  atooil  aub- 

all         m     an         that  bloody  field.    I  am  oot  tere  to  apeak  dia- 

Tg  a  of  any  other  State,   but  I  will   speak  io 

my  own    State.       No    Illinois    regiment,    no 

mp    y,  ois  soldier,  fled  from  the  battle-Held.    If  any 

did  flae,  they  were  not  from  Dlinoia,  and  they  would  be  the  onee  who, 

alter  thair  own  flight,  would  seek  to  cover  u>  their  own  disgrace,  but 

only  add  to  it,  by  nttacka  upon  an  Illinois  general. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  aomething  to  aay  about  the  generals  and  the  aoldiera 
who  fought  in  the  battle.  I  have  a  word  to  aay  about  the  brave 
McOlernand,  ao  lately  our  colleague  here,  who,  aa  I  learn  from  a  man 
who  was  on  the  battle-field  on  that  Sunday,  and  waa  seen  riding  at 
the  head  of  his  division,  holding  hia  flag  in  the  face  of  the  enemy, 
daring  them  to  come  on.  I  would  say  aomething  in  relation  to  the 
bravery  and  akiU  of  Hurlbut,  from  my  own  district,  who  commanded 
another  division  there,  and  won  great  glory,  I  would  say  something  in 
defence  of  another  man  who  has  been  charged  with  having  hia  division 
aurprised,  and  having  been  taken  prisoner  at  the  time.  I  mean  General 
Prentiss.  I  have  a  letter  upoa  my  desk  which  saya,  that  instead  of 
being  aurpriaed  on  Sunday  morning,  the  writer  saw  him  at  half  past 
two  o'clock  of  that  day  ^hting  moat  gallantly  at  the  head  of  his  divis- 
ion. I  rejoice  to  hare  this  opportunity  to  make  that  statement  in  jus- 
tice to  a  brave  man  and  true  aohiier. 

Sir,  if  I  had  time  I  would  like  to  apeak  of  othera ;  I  would  speak  of 
General  Wallaea  of  my  Stale,  who  fell  nobly  fighting  at  the  head  of  his 
division,  a  soldier  by  nature,  a  pure  and  noble  man,  whose  memory  will 
be  ever  honored  in  Illinois.  I  would  speak  of  the  gallant  Colonel  Ellla, 
falling  at  the  head  of  the  Kfteenlh,  and  of  Major  Goddard,  of  the  same 
regiment,  also  killed;  of  Davis,  of  the  Forty-sixth,  terribly  wounded 
while  gallantly  bearii^  in  his  own  hands  the  colors  of  his  regiment.  I 
would  speak  of  the  deeds  of  valor  of  the  lead-mine  Forty-fifth,  covering 
aaelf  with  undying  honor ;  of  Captains  Connor  and  Johnson,  falling  at 
tliehead  of  their  companies;  of  the  genial  and  impetuous  young  Irish- 
man, Lieutenant  G^oi^  Moore,  mortally  wounded;  of  Captums  Wayne 
and  Kase  and  Browaell,  all  killed.  Nor  would  I  fail  to  mention  Briga- 
iier-General  MoArthur  and  Acting  Brigadier-General  Kirk,  who  boldly 
lait  their  brigades  everywhere  where  duty  called  and  danger  threatened, 
and  were  at  last  carried  from  the  field  badly  wounded.  And  of  Colonel 
Chetlain  of  the  old  Twelfth,  rising  from  a  aiek-bed  and  entering  into  the 
thickest  of  the  fight.  And,  too,  I  would  like  to  speak  of  the  dauntless 
valor  of  Rawlins  and  Kowiey  and  Campbell,  and  of  many  others  who 
distinguished  themselves  on  that  field. 

I  see  before  me  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  McPhereon], 
which  reminds  rae  of  a  friend  of  us  both— young  Baughoi  a  lieutenant 
in  the  lead-mine  repraeut,  who,  wounded  six  times,  refused  to  learo  the 
field  ;  and  when  finally  carried  ofi',  waved  his  sword  in  defiance  to  the 
enemy.  But  who  shall  attempt  to  do  justice  to  the  bravery  of  the 
soldiers  and  the  daring  and  skill  of  the  officers ;  who  shall  describe  all 
the  valor  exhibited  on  those  days  ;  who  shall  presume  to  speak  of  all  the 
l^lory  won  on  that  blood-stninad  field?  I  have  spoken  of  those  mora 
particularly  from  my  owu  part  of  the  State ;  but  it  is  becau-'e  I  know" 
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them  best,  and  nol  liecauae  I  claim  mora  credit  for  them  than  I  Itnow  to 
be  duo  to  tho  troops  from  all  parts  oftho  Btato.  They  nil  exhibited  the 
same  bravery,  the  same  unbounded  devotion,  the  same  ardor  in  vindi- 
cating the  honor  and  glorj  of  the  flag,  and  maintaining  the  prestige  of 
our  State. 

Mr.  WltBOH.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  whether  he  denies  that 
the  army  was  surprised  at  Pittsburg  on  the  morning  of  Sunday  7 

Mr.  Wjshbubne.  I  state  that  I  hayethe  fullest  authority  for  making 
a  substantial  denial  of  that  charge.  I  said,  however,  that  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  argue  that  question :  tliat  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  dcltince 
of  Gieneral  Grant.  But  I  aaj,  whether  there  was  a,  surprise  or  not,  the 
manner  in  whioli  all  thoao  gallant  troops  fought  on  that  day  has  con- 
ferred upon  them  and  upon  the  country  impcpi'hable  renown. 

Mr.  Wilson.  I  desire  to  ask,  admiwing  that  It  was  a  surprise,  whoaa 
fault  it  was  7 

Mr.  Wasgbdeiji.  I  suppose  if  there  had  been  a  surpriss  it  would 
have  been  the  fault  of  the  man  who  commanded  the  division  surprised. 
"I  come  not  here,  howovor,  to  speak  of  the  faults  of  anybody,  but  to  do 

Mr.  Wilson.     I  desire  the  gentleman  to  follow  that  a  little  further. 

Mr.  Kelloqq,  of  Illinoia.  1  want  to  say  a  word  before  Uie  gentleman 
from  Iowa  procoeda.  My  eolleagua  (Mr.  Washburne)  has  defended  his 
friend  well.  I  regret  the  disposition  to  find  fault  with  our  generals  in 
the  field,  who  have  done  so  nobly,  so  bravely,  and  so  well.  Let  us 
remember  only  their  prowess  and  their  glory,  and  let  there  not  be 
crimination  and  recrimination,  let  us  rather  glory  in  the  success  of 
our  arms  In  our  brilliant  achievements  on  Ihe  well-fought  field,  and  say 
all  have  done  well  I  regret  that  this  matter  of  crimination  of  officers 
in  the  Hold  should  be  brought  up. 

Mr,  Wilson.  I  will  state  tlat  I  fully  concur  in  the  remark  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinoia  (Mr.  Kellogg)  last  on  the  floor,  that  thii  matter 
ought  not  to  have  been  brought  up  here,  and  I  for  one  do  not  intend  to 
join  in  any  crimination  or  recrimination,  I  have  thought  the  whole 
thin;;  out  of  taste.  I  have  thought  it  improper  and  uncalled  for.  There 
was  no  occasion  for  it  at  all  that  I  can  discover.  No  chaise  has  been 
made  here  against  General  Grant  or  any  other  officer  engaged  in  that 
contest,  although  there  are  very  grave  differences  of  opinion  in  relation 
to  certi^n  matters  connected  with  the  fight. 

Mr.  Wabhbdrsb.  I  cannot  yield  further.  Whatever  may  be  my 
friend's  opinion  on  the  subjeet,  I  say  to  him  that  whenever  I  find  a 
general  from  my  own  State  at  the  head  of  an  army  attacked  as  Genend 
Grant  has  been,  I  will  feel  myself  called  upon,  in  all  places  and  upon 
all  occasions,  to  defend  him,  and.  I  think  this  is  the  best  occasion  T  shall 
have,  and  I  intend  to  aviul  myself  of  it.  I  believe,  notwitii  standing 
the  desperate'fighting  on  Sunday,  and  the  partial  repulse  of  ovir  troops, 
that,  aided  by  the  freah  troops  of  the  brave  Lew.  Wallace,  that  army 
oould  have  whipped  the  enemy  on  Monday  without  further  re-enforce- 
ments. That  army  could  never  have  been  conquered.  But  I  would  not 
detract  from  the  glorious  fighting  of  Buell's  troops  on  Monday,  for  they 
behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  fought  b'avely,  successftilly,  and  welL 
Juatioe  mnat  be  done  to  alL    By  a  general  order,  General  Halleck,  now 
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-kill 

Sir,  I  have  detained  the  House  too  long,  but  I  hare  felt  called 
upon  to  Bay  this  much.  I  came  only  to  claim  public  justice  ;  the  Ijattle 
of  Pittsburg  Landing,  though  a  bloody  one,  yet  it  will  make  a  bright 
page  in  our  history.  The  final  ehai^  of  General  Grant  at  the  head  of 
his  reaerrea  will  have  a  place,  too,  in  history.  While  watching  the 
pr<^^3s  of  the  battle  ou  Monday  afternoon,  word  came  to  him  thai  the 
enemy  waa  faltering  on  the  left.  With  the  genius  that  belonga  only  to 
the  true  military  man,  ho  saw  that  the  time  for  the  final  blow  had  come. 
In  quick  words  he  said,  "How  is  the  time  to  drive  them."  It  was 
worthy  tho  world- renowned  order  of  Wellingt*!!,  "Up  Guarda,  and 
at  them." 

Word  was  sent  by  his  body-guard  to  the  different  regiments  to  be 
ready  to  chaise  when  t^he  order  was  given ;  then,  riding  out  iu  front 
amid  a  storm  of  buJletlCie  led  the  charge  in  person,  and  Beauregard 
was  driven  howling  to  hia  intrenehmenta.  Hia  left  was  broken,  and  a 
retreat  commenced  which  soon  degeaei'ated  into  a  perfect  rout.  The 
losa  of  the  enemy  was  three  to  our  two  in  men,  and  in  much  greater 
proportion  in  the  demoralization  of  an  army  which  follows  a  defeat. 
That  battle  has  laid  the  foundation  For  finally  driving  the  rebels  from 
the  Southwest.  So  muoli  for  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  which 
has  evoked  auch  imjuat  and  cruel  criticism,  but  which  history  will 
record  as  oue  of  the  moat  glorious  victories  that  has  ever  illustrated  tha 
annaJs  of  a  great  nation. 


CAPnCTLATION  OF  VICESBURG. 

'EE  ARIUT  OP   THE  tBSNEESEB,  F 


HEAD-QuAKTEKa,  DEPAETUEyT  OP  THE  TBSNESSEE,  I 

ViCKSBUKQ,  Miss.,  July  6,  1863.      f 
COLOriEL; — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper 
ations  of  tho  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and  co-operating  forces,  from  tbt 
date  of  my  assuming  the  immediate  command  of  the  eipeditioa  againsi 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  \a  the  reduction  of  that  place. 

From  the  moment  of  taking  command  in  person  I  became  satisfied 
that  Vicksbaig  could  only  be  turned  from  the  south  aide,  and,  in  accord 
ance  with  this  conviction,  I  prosecuted  the  work  on  the  canal,  which 
had  been  located  by  Brigadier-General  Williams,  aoroaa  the  peninsula, 
on  the  Louisiana  side  of  the  river,  with  all  vigor,  hoping  to  make  a  chan 
nel  which  would  pass  transports  for  moving  the  army  and  oarry'iig  sup- 
plies to  tha  new  bass  of  operations  thus  provided.     Tbf  task  was  much 
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more  herculean  tlian  it  at  flret  appeared,  and  was  made  much  more  bo 
by  the  almost  continuous  rains  Siat  fell  during  the  whole  of  the  time 
this  work  waa  prosecuted.  The  river,  too,  continued  to  rise  and  mako 
a  large  expenditure  of  labor  necessary  to  keep  the  water  out  of  our 
cimps  and  the  canal. 

Finally,  on  the  8th  of  March,  the  rapid  rise  of  the  river  and  the  con- 
sequent great  pressure  upon  the  dam  across  the  canal,  coar  the  upper 
end,  at  the  main  Mississippi  levee,  caused  it  to  give  way  and  let  through 
the  low  lands  back  of  our  camps  a  torrent  of  water  that  separated  the 
north  and  soutli  shocea  of  the  peninsula  as  effectually  as  if  the  Missis- 
sippi flowed  between  them.  Tliis  occurred  when  the  enterprise  prom- 
ised success  within  a  short  time.  There  was  some  delay  in  trying  to 
repair  damages.  It  was  found,  however,  that  with  the  then  stage  of 
water  some  other  plan  would  have  to  be  adopted  for  getting  below 
Vioksburg  with  transports. 

Captain  F.  E.  Prime,  Chief  Engineer,  and  Colonel  G.  G.  Pride,  who 
waa  acting  on  my  staff,  prospected  a  route  through  the  bayous  which 
run  from  near  MiUiken's  Bend  on  the  north  and  New  Carthage  on  the 
south  through  Roundaway  Bayou  into  the  Tansas  River,  Their  report 
of  the  practicability  of  this  route  determined  me  to  commence  work 
upon  it.  H,%ving  three  dredge  boats  »t  the  time,  the  work  of  opening 
this  route  was  esecuted  with  great  rapidity.  One  small  steamer  and  a 
number  of  barges  were  token  throi^h  the  channel  thus  opened,  but 
the  river  corameucmg  about  the  middle  of  April  to  fill  rapidly,  and  the 
roads  becoming  passable  between  Millilcen's  Bend  and  New  Carthage, 
made  it  impracticable  and  unnecessary  to  open  watec  communication 
between  these  points. 

Soon  after  commencing  the  first  canal  spoken  of  I  caused  a  channel 
to  be  cut  from  the  Mississippi  Eiver  into  Lake  Providence ;  alao  one  from 
the  Miasissippi  River  into  Coldwater,  by  way  of  Yazoo  Pass. 

X  bad  no  great  expectations  of  important  results  from  the  former  of 
these,  but  having  more  troops  than  could  be  employed  to  advantage  at 
Young's  Point,  and  knowing  that  Lake  Providence  was  connected  by 
Bayou  Baxter  with  Bayou  Macon,  a  navigable  stream  througli  which  trans- 
ports might  pass  into  the  Mississippi  below,  through  Tansas,  Waehita, 
and  Eed  Rivers,  I  thought  it  possible  that  a  route  might  be  opened  in 
that  direction  which  would  enable  me  to  co-operate  with  General  Banks 
at  Port  Hudson. 

By  the  Yaaoo  Pass  route  I  only  expected  at  first  to  get  into  the  Yazoo 
by  way  of  Coldwater  and  Tallahatchie  with  some  lighter  gunboata  and 
a  few  troops,  and  destroy  the  enemy's  transports  in  that  stream  and  some 
gunboats  which  I  knew  he  was  building.  The  navigalion,  however, 
proved  so  much  better  than  had  been  expected,  that  I  thought  for  a 
time  of  the  possibility  of  making  this  the  route  for  obtaining  the  I'oot- 
hold  onhighlandaboveHaines'sBluir,  Mississippi,  and  small  class  steam- 
ers were  accordmgly  ordered  for  transporting  an  army  that  way.  Ma- 
jor-Goneral  J.  B.  MoPlierson,  commanding  Seventeenth  Army  Corps, 
was  directed  to  hold  his  corps  m  readiness  to  move  by  this  route;  and 
one  division  from  each  tlie  Thirteenth  and  Fifteenth  CJrps  were  ooilccled 
near  tho  mitranca  of  tlie  pass  to  bo  added  to  " 
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booame  eridentthat  a  sniildent  cumber  of  boats  of  tho  right  claaa  ootild 
not  be  obtaiced  for  the  moTemeat  of  more  than  one  division. 

Whilst  my  forcoa  wera  opening  one  end  of  the  pass  the  enemy  was 
diligently  closing  tlio  other  ond,  and  in  this  way  succeeded  in  gainicg 
iiuie  to  strongly  fortify  Greenwood,  below  the  jimctioQ  of  the  Tallahatohia 
»nd  Yallobu^a.  The  advance  of  the  eipedition,  consisting  of  one  divi- 
Hion  of  McClernand's  Corps  tVom  Helena,  commanded  by  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral L.  P.  Rosa,  and  the  Twelfth  and  SeveoleeQlh  regiments  Missouri  In- 
fantry, from  Sherman's  Corps,  as  sharpshooters  on  the  gunboats,  sueceed- 
ed  in  reaching  Coldwater  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  after  mu<ii  difflculty, 
and  the  partial  disabling  of  most  of  the  boats.  From  the  eoltance  mto 
Coldwater  to  Fort  Pemberton,  at  Greenwood,  Mississippi,  no  great  diffi- 
culty of  navigation  was  eiperienced,  nor  any  interruption  of  magnitude 
{com  the  enemy.  Fort  Pemberton  extends  from  the  Tallshatehie  to  the 
Tazoo  at  Greenwood.  Here  the  two  rivers  come  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  each  other.  The  land  around  the  fort  is  low,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  attack  was  entirely  overflowed.  Owmg  to  this  fact  no  movement 
oonld  be  made  by  the  army  to  reduce  it,  but  b^  depended  upon  the  abil- 
ity of  the  gunboats  to  silence  the  guns  of  die  enemy  and  enable  the 
transports  to  run  down  and  land  troops  immediately  on  the  fort  itself. 
After  an  engagement  of  several  hours  the  gunboats  drew  off,  being  un- 
able to  silence  the  batteries.  Brigadier-General  J.  F.  Quimby,  command- 
ing a  division  of  McPheraon'a  Corps,  met  the  expedition  under  Ropfl 
with  his  division  on  its  return  near  Fort  Pemberton,  on  the  21st  of  March, 
and,  being  the  senior,  assumed  command  of  the  entire  expedition,  and 
returned  to  the  position  Ross  had  occupied. 

On  the  23d  day  of  March  I  sent  orders  for  the  withdrawal  of  all  the 
forces  operating  in  that  direction,  for  Uie  purpose  of  concentrating  my 
army  at  MiHilion's  Bend. 

On  the  14th  day  of  March  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  commanding  Mis- 
sissippi squadron,  informed  me  that  he  had  made  a  reconnaissance  up 
Steele's  Bayou,  and  partially  through  Black  Bayou  towards  Deer  Creek, 
and  so  far  as  eiplored  these  water  courses  were  reported  navigable  for 
the  smaller  iron-clada.  Information  given  mostly,  I  believe,  by  the 
negroes  of  the  country,  was  to  the  effect  that  Deer  Creek  could  be 
navigated  to  RolUng  Fork,  and  that  from  there,  through  the  Sunflower 
to  the  Yaaoo  River,  there  was  no  question  about  the  navigation.  On 
the  followii^  morning  I  accompanied  Admiral  Porter  in  the  ram  Price 
— seven  iron-dads  preceding  us — up  through  Steele's  Bayou  to  near 
Black  Bayou. 

At  this  time  our  forces  were  at  a  dead-lock  at  Groenwood,  and  I 
looked  upon  the  success  of  this  enterprise  as  of  vast  importance.  It 
would,  if  successful,  leave  Greenwood  between  two  forces  of  ours, 
and  would  necessarily  cause  the  immediate  abandonment  of  that  strong- 
hold. 

About  thirty  steamers  of  the  enemy  woidd  have  been  destroyed  or 
fallen  into  our  hands.  Seeing  that  the  great  obstacle  to  navigation,  so 
far  as  I  had  gone,  was  from  overhanging  trees,  I  left  Admiral  Porter 
near  Black  Bayou  and  pushed  back  to  Young's  Point  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  forward  a  pioneer  corps  to  remove  theie  difGcultles.     Soon 


d=,Google 


after  my  return  to  Young's  Point,  Admiral  Porter  eent  back  to  me  for 
a  co-operating  military  force.  Sherman  was  promptly  aetit  with  one 
division  of  hia  corps.  The  number  of  steamers  suitable  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  these  bayouB  being  limited,  most  of  the  force  was  sent  up  the 
Mississippi  Rirer  to  Eagle's  Bend,  a  point  where  the  river  runs  wilhin 
one  mile  of  Steele's  Bayou,  thus  saving  an  important  part  of  this  dif- 
ficult navigation.  The  expedition  feiled,  probably  more  from  want  of 
knowledge  as  to  what  would  be  required  to  open  this  rouie  than  from 
any  impracticability  in  tlie  nayigation  of  the  streams  and  bayoua  through 
whieii  it  was  proposed  to  pass.  Want  of  this  knowledge  led  Oie  ei- 
pedition  on  until  dilflculcies  were  eueouutered,  and  then  it  would  be- 
come necessary  to  send  back  to  Young's  Point  for  the  means  of  re- 
moving them.  This  gave  the  enemy  time  to  move  forces  to  effectually 
clieukmate  further  progress,  and  the  eipedition  was  withdrawn  when 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  free  and  open  navigation  to  the  Yaioo. 

All  this  may  have  been  providential  in  driving  us  ultimately  to  a  line 
of  operations  which  has  proven  emineutly  successfiil. 

For  further  partieulws  of  the  Steele's  iSayou  espedition  see  report  of 
Major-Gene ral  W.  T.  Sherman,  forwarded  on  the  12lh  of  April. 

As  Boon  BS  I  decided  to  open  water  communication  from  a  point  on 
the  Mississippi  near  Milliken's  Bend  to  New  Cartilage.  I  determined 
to  occupy  the  latter  place,  it  being  the  first  point  below  Viokshurg  that 
oould  be  reached  by  land  at  tiie  stage  of  water  then  existing,  and  the 
occupancy  of  which,  wbile  it  secured  to  us  a  point  on  the  Mississippi 
River,  would  also  protect  the  main  Kne  of  communication  by  water, 
Accordir^ly,  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps,  Major-CJeneral  J.  A.  MoCler- 
nand  comotailding,  was  directed  to  take  up  its  line  of  march  on  the  29th 
day  oi^  March  for  New  Carthage,  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps 
to  follow,  movii^  no  faster  than  supplies  and  ammunition  could  be 
transported  to  tliem. 

The  roads  though  level  were  intolerably  bad,  and  th?  movement  was 
therefore  necessarily  slow.  Arriving  at  Smith's  plantation,  two  miles 
from  Hew  Carthage,  it  was  found  tliat  the  levee  of  Bayou  Tidal  was 
broken  in  several  places,  thus  leaving  New  Carth^e  an  island. 

All  the  boats  that  could  be  were  collected  from  the  different  bayous 
in  the  vicinity,  and  others  were  built,  but  the  transportation  of  an 
army  in  this  way  was  found  eiceedingly  tedious.  Another  route  had 
to  lie  found.  This  was  done  by  making  »  further  march  around  Vidal 
to  Perkins's  plantation,  a  distance  of  twelve  mites  more,  making  the 
whole  distance  to  be  marched  from  Milliken'a  Bend  to  reach  water  eom- 
munication  on  the  opposite  aide  of  the  point  thirty-flve  miles.  Over 
this  distance,  with  bad  roada  to  contend  against,  supplies  of  ordnance 
alcres  and  provisions  had  to  be  hauled  by  wagons,  with  wluch  to  com- 
mence the  campaign  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

At  the  same  time  tliat  I  ordered  the  occupation  of  New  Carthage, 
preparations  wei-e  made  for  running  transports  by  the  Ticksburg  bat- 
teries with  Admiral  Porter's  gunboat  fleet. 

On  the  night  of  the  IGtli  of  April  Admiral  Porter's  fleet  and  the 
transports  Silver  Wave,  Forest  Queen,  and  Henry  Clay,  ran  the  Vicks- 
burg  batteries.     The  boilers  of  the  tranaporta  were  protected  as  well 
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as  possible  with  hay  and  cotton.  More  or  less  commissary  stores  wero 
put  on  each.  All  three  of  these  boats  were  struck  more  or  less 
frequently  wliile  passing  Uie  enemy's  batteries,  and  the  Henry  Clay,  by 
the  eiploaion  of  a  shell  or  by  other  means,  was  sot  on  Are  and  entirely 
consumed.  The  other  two  boats  were  somewhat  injured,  but  col 
eeriously  disabled.     No  one  on  board  of  either  was  hurt. 

As  these  boats  succeeded  in  getting  by  bo  well,  I  ordered  sir  more  to 
be  prepared  in  like  manner  for  running  the  batteries.  These  latter, 
viz.;  Tigress,  AnKlo-Saion,  Cheeseman,  Empire  City,  Horizonia,  and 
Moderator,  left  Miiliken's  Dead  on  tho  night  of  the  22d  of  April,  and 
fire  of  them  got  by,  but  in  a  somewhat  damaged  condition.  TheTigreaa 
received  a  shot  in  her  hull  below  tlie  water  line,  and  sunk:  on  the 
Louisiana  shore  soon  alter  passing  the  last  of  tiie  batteries.  The  crewa 
of  these  steamers,  with  the  eiception  of  that  of  tlie  Forest  Queen, 
Captain  D.  Conway,  and  the  Silver  Wave,  Captain  MoMillen,  were  com- 
posed of  volunteers  from  the  army.  Upon  the  call  for  volunteers  for 
thia  dangerous  enterprise,  officers  and  men  presented  themselves  by 
hundreds,  anxious  to  undertake  tJie  trip.  The  names  of  those  whoso 
services  were  accepted  wH!  be  given  in  a  separate  report. 

It  is  a  etciking  feature,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes,  of  the  present 
volunteer  army  of  the  United  States,  that  there  is  Bothing  which  men. 
are  called  upon  t«  do,  mechanical  or  professional,  that  accomplished 
adepts  cannot  be  found  for  the  duty  required  in  almost  every  repment. 

The  transports  injured  in  mnning  tlie  blockade  were  repaired  by 
Older  of  Admiral  Porter,  who  was  supphed  with  the  material  for  such 
repairs  as  they  required,  and  who  was  and  is  ever  ready  to  afford  all 
the  assistance  in  his  power  for  the  furtBerance  of  tho  success  Of  our 
arms.  In  a  very  short  time  five  of  tho  transports  were  in  running  order, 
and  the  reminder  were  in  condition  to  bo  used  aa  barges  in  the  moving 
of  troops.  Twelve  baizes  loaded  witli  forage  and  rations  were  sent  in 
tow  of  the  last  sii  boats  that  run  the  blockade ;  one-half  of  them  got 
through  in  a  condition  to  be  used. 

Owing  to  the  limited  number  of  transports  below  Vicksburg  it  waa 
found  necessary  to  extend  our  line  of  land  travel  to  Hard  Times,  Louis- 
iana, which,  by  the  cu^^uitous  route  it  was  necessary  to  take,  increased 
the  distance  to  about  seventy  miles  from  Miiliken's  Bend  onr  starting 

The  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  being  all  through  to  the  Mississippi,  and 
the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  well  on  the  way,  so  much  of  the  Thirteenth 
as  could  be  got  on  hoard  5ie  transports  and  barges  were  put  aboard 
and  moved  to  the  front  of  Grand  Gulf  on  the  29th  of  April.  The  plan 
here  was  that  the  navy  should  silonco  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
troops  land  under  cover  of  the  gunboats  and  carry  the  place  by  storm. 

At  eight  o'clock  i.  «.  the  navy  made  tho  atfAcIt,  and  kept  it  up  for 
more  than  five  hours  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  From  a  tug  out  in 
the  stream  I  witnessed  the  whole  engagement.  Many  times  it  seemed 
to  me  the  gunboats  were  within  pistol  shot  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 
It  soon  became  evident  that  tlie  guns  of  the  enemy  were  too  elevated 
and  their  fortifications  too  strong  to  be  taken  from  the  water  side. 
The  whole  range  of  hills  *on  that  side  wore  known  to  be  lined  with  rifle 
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pits,  besides  tlie  field  srtiUery  could  be  moved  to  any  positioo  where 
it  could  be  made  useful  in  case  of  an  attempt  at  landing.  Thia  deter- 
mined mo  to  fun  again  the  enemy's  batteries,  turn  his  position  by 
effectinj;  a  landing  at  Rodney,  or  at  Bruinsbui^,  between  Grand  Gulf 
and  Rodney.  Accordingly,  orderawereimmediately  given  for  the  troops 
fo  dabark  at  Hard  Times,  Louisiana,  and  maroli  across  to  the  point 
immediately  below  Grand  G-ult  At  dairk  the  gunboats  again  engaged 
the  batteries,  and  all  the  transports  run  by,  receiving  but  two  or  three 
shots  in  the  passage,  and  these  without  injury.  I  had  some  time  pre- 
viously ordered  a  reconnoissanee  to  a  point  opposite  Bniinsburg,  to 
ascertain  if  possible  from  persona  in  the  neighborhood  the  character  of 
the  road  leading  to  the  higlilands  back  of  Bniinsburg.  During  the 
night  I  learned  from  a  negro  man  that  there  was  a  good  road  from 
Bruiosburg  to  Port  Gibson,  which  determined  me  to  land  there. 

The  work  of  ferrying  the  troops  to  Bruinsburg  was  commenced  at 
daylight  in  the  morning,  the  guuboats  aa  well  as  transports  being  used 
for  the  purpose. 

As  soon  as  the  Thirteenth  Array  Corps  was  landed,  and  could  draw 
three  days'  rations  to  put  in  haversacks  {no  wagons  were  allowed  to 
cross  iintU  the  troops  were  all  over),  they  were  started  on  the  road  to 
Port  Gibson.  I  deemed  it  a  matter  of  vast  importance  that  the  high- 
lands should  be  reached  without  resistance. 

The  Seventeenth  Corps  followed  as  rapidly  as  it  could  be  put  across 
the  river. 

About  two  o'clock  on  the  1st  of  May  the  advance  of  the  enemv  was 
met  eight  miles  from  Bruinsburjt,  on  the  road  to  Port  Gibson.  He  was 
forced  to  fall  back,  but  as  it  was  dark  he  was  not  pursued  faruntilday- 
%ht.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  lat  I  went  out,  accompanied  by 
members  of  my  staff,  and  found  ICoClernaad  with  his  corps  engaging  the 
enemy  about  four  miles  from  Port  Gibson.  At  thia  point  the  roada 
branched  in  eiaotly  opposite  directions,  both,  however,  leading  to  Port 
Gibson.  The  enemy  had  taken  position  on  both  branches,  thua  dividing 
as  he  fell  back  the  pursuing  forces.  The  nature  of  the  ground  in  that 
part  of  the  country  is  such  that  a  very  small  force  could  retard  the  pro- 
gress of  a  much  lai^er  one  for  many  hours,  The  roads  usually  run  on 
narrow,  elevated  ridges,  with  deep  and  impenetrable  ravines  on  either 
side.  On  the  right  were  the  divisions  of  Hovey,  Carr,  and  Smith,  and 
on  the  left  the  division  of  Oalerhaus,  of  MeClemand's  Corps.  The  three 
former  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  fixsm  position  to  position  back 
towards  Port  Gibson  steadily  all  day. 

Osterhaus  did  not,  however,  move  the  enemy  from  the  position  occu- 
pied by  him  on  our  left  until  Logan's  Division,  of  McPherson's  Corps, 
arrived. 

McClernand,  who  was  with  the  right  in  person,  sent  repeated  messages 
to  me  before  the  arrival  of  Logan  to  send  Logan's  and  Quimby's  Divisions, 
of  McPherson's  Corps,  to  him 

I  had  been  on  that  aa  well  aa  all  other  parts  of  the  field,  and  could 
not  see  how  they  could  be  used  there  to  advantage.  However,  as  soon 
as  the  advance  of  McPherson's  Corps  (Logan's  Division)  arrived,  I  sent 
one  brigade  to  McClemand  on  the  right,  and  sent  one  brigade,  Briga- 
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tiler-General  J  E.  Smith  commandii^,  to  tie  left  to  the  assistance  of 
Osterliaus. 

By  the  judicious  tJiapositioo  madeoftiiis  brigade,  under  the  immediate 
BupEfvision  of  McPliergon  and  Logan,  a  position  wae  soon  obtained 
gifing  as  an  advantage  which  soon  drove  the  enemy  from  tl^t  part  of 
the  field,  to  make  no  further  stand  south  of  Bayou  Pierre. 

The  enemy  was  here  repulsed  with  a  heavy  loss  in  killed,  'wounded, 
and  prisoners.  The  repulse  of  the  enemy  on  our  left  took  place  late  in 
the  alternoou.  He  was  pursued  towards  Port  Gibson,  but  night  closing 
in,  and  the  enemy  making  the  appearance  of  another  stand,  the  troops 
Blept  upon  their  arms  nntU  daylight. 

In  the  morning  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  across 
Bayou  Pierre,  on  the  Grand  Gulf  road,  and  a  brigade  of  Logan's  Division 
was  sent  to  divert  his  attention  whilst  a  floating  bridge  was  being  built 
across  Bayou  Pierre  immediately  at  Port  Gibson.  This  bridge  was 
completed,  eight  miles  marched  by  McPherson's  Corps  to  the  north 
fork  of  Bayou  Pierre,  that  stream  bridged,  and  the  advance  of  this  Corps 
commenced  passing  over  it  at  five  o'clocli  the  following  morning. 

On  the  3d  the  enemy  was  pursued  to  HawMnson'a  Ferry,  vrith  slight 
skirmishing  ali  day,  duriii;^  which  we  took  quite  a  number  of  prisoners, 
mostly  stragglers,  from  the  enemy. 

Finding  that  Grand  Gulf  had  been  evacuated,  and  that  the  advance 
of  my  forces  was  already  fifteen  milea  out  from  there,  and  on  the  road, 
too,  they  would  have  to  take  to  reach  either  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  or 
any  intermediate  point  on  the  railroad  between  the  two  places.  I  deter- 
mined not  to  march  them  back,  but  taking  a  small  escort  of  cavalry, 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  men,  I  went  to  the  Gulf  myself,  and  made  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  changing  my  base  of  supplies  from  Bruins- 
burg  to  Grand  Gulf. 

In  moving  from  Milliken's  Bend,  the  Fifteenth  Anny  Corps,  Major- 
General  W.  T.  Sherman  commanding,  was  left  to  be  the  last  to  start. 
To  prevent  heavy  re-enforcements  goingfrom  Vioksbuig  to  the  lasiatauce 
of  the  Grand  Gulf  forces,  I  directed  Sherman  to  make  a  demonstration 
on  Haines's  Bluli;  and  to  make  all  the  show  possible.  $rom  information 
since  received  from  prisoners  captured,  this  ruse  succeeded  admirably. 

It  had  been  my  intention,  up  to  the  time  of  crossing  the  Mississippi 
Eiver,  to  collect  all  my  forces  at  Grand  Gulf,  and  get  on  hand  a  good 
supply  of  provisions  and  ordnance  stores  before  moving,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  detach  an  army  corps  to  co-operate  with  General  Bonks 
on  Port  Hudson  and  effect  a  junction  of  our  forces. 

About  this  time  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Banks  giving  his 
position  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  stating  that  he  could  return 
to  Baton  Eouge  by  the  10th  of  May;  that  by  the  reduction  of  Port 
Hudson  he  could  join  me  with  12,000  men. 

I  learned  about  the  same  time  that  troops  were  expected  at  Jackson 
from  the  Soiitliem  dties  with  General  Beauregard  in  command.  To 
delay  until  the  10th  of  May,  and  for  the  reduction  of  Port  Hudson  after 
that,  the  accession  of  12,000  men  would  not  leave  me  relatively  so 
Btrong  OS  to  move  promptly  with  what  I  had.  Information  received 
from  day  to  day  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  also  impelled  me  to  the 
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course  pnraaeil.  Whilst  Ijiag  at  Hawkiuaon's  Ferry  waiting  for  wagona, 
Biipplie3,  and.  Slierman's  (Jorps,  whidi  had  come  forward  in  the  mean 
time,  demons trations  were  made,  auccesafully,  I  believe,  to  induce  the 
enemy  to  think  that  route,  acd  the  one  by  Hall's  Ferry  above,  were 
objects  of  mjch  solicitude  to  me.  EeoonaoiBsances  were  made  to  the 
west  side  of  the  Big  Blaolt  to  within  sii  miles  of  Warrenton.  On  the 
1th  of  May  an  advance  was  ordered,  McPherson's  Corps  lieeping  the 
road  nearest  Black  River  to  Eocky  Springs,  McClemand'a  Corps  keeping 
the  ridga  road  from  Willow  Springs,  Mid  Sherman  following  with  hia 
corpa  divided  on  the  two  roada.  All  the  ferries  were  closely  guarded 
until  our  troops  were  well  advauoad.  It  waa  my  intention  here  to  hug 
the  Black  River  as  closely  as  possible  wilh  McClemand'a  and  Sherman's 
Corps,  and  get  them  to  the  railroad,  at  some  place  between  EdwarJa'a 
Station  and  Bolton.  McPherson  was  to  more  by  way  of  Utioa  to  Ray- 
mond, and  from  there  into  Jackson,  destroying  the  railroad  telegraph, 
public  stores,  etc.,  and  push  west  to  rejoin  the  main  force.    Ordara  were 


ing  one  divisioa  of  his  corps  by  the  Baldwin's  Ferry  road  as  far  as  the 
river.  At  the  crossing  of  Fourteen-Mile  Creek  both  McClemand  and 
Sherman  had  considerable  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  to  get  possession 
of  the  crossing. 

McPherson  met  the  enemy  near  Raymond  two  brigadea  strong,  under 
Gregg  and  Walker,  on  tbo  same  day  eng^ed  liim,  and  after  several 
hours'  hard  fighting,  drove  him,  with  heavy  loss  in  killed,  i/ounded,  and 
prisoners.     Many  Uirew  down  their  arms  and  deaerl«d. 

My  position  at  this  time  was  with  Sherman's  Corpa,  some  seven  miles 
weat  of  Raymond,  and  about  the  centre  of  the  army. 

On  tho  night  of  the  12th  of  May,  alter  orders  had  been  pven  for  the 
corpa  of  McClemand  and  Sherman  to  march  towards  the  railroad  by 
parallel  roads,  the  former  in  the  direction  of  Edwards's  Station  and  the 
latter  to  a  point  on  the  railroad  between  Edwards's  Station  and  Bolton, 
the  order  was  changed,  and  both  were  directed  to  move  towards 
Eaymond. 

Thia  was  in  oonaequenoe  of  the  enemy  having  retreated  towards 
Jackson  after  his  defeat  at  Raymond,  and  of  information  that  re-enforce- 
ments were  deHj  arriving  at  Jackson,  and  that  General  Joe  Johnston 
was  hourly  eipected  there  t«  take  command  in  person.  I  therefore  de- 
termined to  make  sure  of  that  place  and  leave  no  enemy  in  my  rear. 

McPherson  moved  on  the  13th  to  Clinton,  destroyed  the  railroad  and 
telegraph,  and  captured  some  important  dispatches  from  General  Pem- 
berton  to  General  Gregg,  who  had  commanded  the  day  before  in  the 
battle  of  Raymond.  Sherman  moved  to  a  parallel  position  on  the  Mis- 
Bisaippi  Springs  and  Jackson  road ;  McClemand  moved  to  it  point  near 
Raymond. 

-  The  neit  day  Sherman  and  McPherson  moved  their  entire  forces 
towards  Jackson.  The  ram  fell  in  torronts  all  the  night  before,  and 
continued  until  about  noon  of  that  day,  makhig  tiie  loads  at  flrst  slip- 
pery, and  then  miry.    Notwithstanding,  the  troopa  tharohed  in  eicelieot 
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order,  without  stra^ling  and  in  the  best  of  spirits,  about  fourteen  miles, 
and  engaged  tlie  enemy  about  twelve  o'clock,  M.,  near  Jackaou.  McCler- 
nand  occupied  Clinton  witli  one  division,  Mississippi  Sprirgi  with  another, 
Eay mond  witli  a  tiiii'd,  aud  had  his  fouttti  division  and  Jilair'a  division 
of  Sherman's  Corps,  with  a  wagon  traia  still  iu  the  roar,  near  New 
Auburn,  while  McArthur,  with  one  br^de  of  his  divisii^n  of  MoPhar- 
Bon'a  Corps,  was  moving  towards  Raymond  on  the  Utica  road.  It  was 
not  the  intention  to  move  clieaa  forces  any  nearer  Jot-kson,  but  to  have 
them  in  a  position  where  they  would  be  in  supporting  distance  if  the 
resistance  at  Jackson  should  prove  more  obstinate  than  there  seemed 

The  enemy  marched  out  the  bulk  of  his  force  on  the  Clinton,  road  and 
engaged  UcPhorson's  Corps  about  two  and  half  miles  from  the  city.  A 
small  force  of  artillery  and  infantry  toot  a  strong  position  in  front  of 
Sherman  about  llie  same  distance  out,  Sy  a  determined  advance  of  our 
skirmishors  these  latter  were  soon  driven  within  their  rifle-pits  just  out- 
side tlie  city.  It  was  impossible  lo  ascertain  the  strength  of  the  enemy 
at  this  part  of  the  line  in  time  to  justify  an  immediate  assault.  Conse- 
queotly  Mcpherson's  two  divisions  engaged  the  main  bulk  of  the  rebel 
garrison  at  Jackson,  without  farther  aid  than  tbe  morM  support  given 
them  by  the  knowledge  the  enemy  had  of  a  force  to  the  south  side  of 
the  city,  and  a  few  infantry  and  artillery  of  the  enemy  posted  there  to 
impede  Sherman's  profjress.  Sherman  soon  discovered  the  weakness 
of  the  enemy  by  sending  a  tenomioitring  party  to  hid  right,  wliich  also 
had  the  effect  of  causing  the  enemy  to  retreat  from  Biis  part  of  hia  line. 
A  few  of  the  artillerists,  however,  remained  in  their  places,  firing  upon 
Sherman's  troops,  until  the  last  moment,  evidently  inatrvioled  to  do  so, 
with  the  expectation  of  being  captured  in  the  end.  On  entering  the 
city  it  was  found  that  the  main  body  of  tbe  enemy  had  retreated  north, 
after  a  heavy  engagement  of  more  than  two  hours  with  McPherson', 
Corps,  in  which  he  was  badly  beaten.  He  was  pursued  until  near  night, 
but  witliout  fnrtlier  damage  to  him. 

During  that  evening  I  learned  that  General  Jolinston,  as  soon  as  he  had 
satisfied  himself  that  Jackson  was  to  be  attacked,  had  ordered  Pember- 
toQ  peremptorily  to  march  out  from  the  direction  of  Vicksburg  and  at- 
tack our  rear.  Availing  myself  of  this  information,  I  immediately  issued 
orders  to  MeClemand,  and  Blair,  of  Sherman's  Corps,  to  face  their  tloop« 
towards  Bolton,  with  a  view  to  reachingEdwarda's  Station,  marohingon 
different  roads  convorging  near  Bolton.  These  troops  were  admirably 
located  for  such  a  move.  MoPherson  was  ordered  to  retrace  his  steps 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  15th  on  the  Chnton  road.  Sherman  was  left 
In  Jackson  to  destroy  the  railroads,  bridges,  factories,  workshops,  arse- 
nals, aud  every  thing  valuable  for  the  support  of  the  enemy.  This  was 
accomplished  in  the  most  effectual  manner. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  I  proceeded  as  far  west  as  Clinton,  through 
which  place  McPherson's  Corps  passed  to  within  supporting  distance  of 
Hovey's  Division  of  McClernand's  Corps,  which  had  moved  that  day  on 
tha  same  road  to  wilhin  one  and  a  half  miles  of  Bolton.  On  reaching 
Chnton,  at  a  quarter  to  five  p.  it.,  I  ordered  MeClemand  to  move  his  com- 
mand early  the  neit  morning  towards  Edw^irds's  Depot,  marching  ao  aa 
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M  feel  the  pncmy,  if  he  encountered  him,  but  not  to  bring  on  a  general 
engagemcDt  iiuless  he  was  confident  he  was  able  K>  defeat  him  ;  and  also 
to  order  Blair  to  move  with  him. 

About  five  o'clock  ou  the  morning  of  the  IBth,  two  men,  employees 
on  the  Jackson  and  Ticksburg  Railroad,  who  had  passed  through  ^em- 
berton'a  army  the  night  before,  were  brought  to  my  head-quarl«ra. 
They  stated  Pcmbertou's  force  to  consist  Of  about  eighty  regimenla, 
with  ten  battOTies  of  artillery,  and  that  the  whole  force  waa  estunatod 
by  liie  enemy  at  about  twenty-five  thousand  men.  From  iJiem  I  also 
learned  the  positions  being  taksa  up  by  the  enemy,  and  his  intention  of 
attacking  our  rear.  I  had  determined  to  leave  one  division  of  Sherman's 
Corpa  one  day  longer  in  Jackson,  but  this  tnformKtion  determined  me  to 
brmg  his  entire  coramand  up  at  once,  and  I  accordingly  dispatched  him 
at  &.30  A.  «.,  to  move  with  all  possible  speed  until  he  came  up  wiUi  the 
main  fbrce  near  Bolton.  My  dispatch  reached  him  at  7.10  A.  ll.,  andliiii 
advance  division  was  in  motion  in  one  hour  from  that  tune.  A  dispatch 
was  sent  to  Blair  at  the  same  time,  to  push  forward  his  division  in  the 
du'ectioD  of  Edwards's  Station  wiih  all  possible  dispatch.  McClernaud 
was  directed  to  establish  communication  between  Slair  and  Osterhaus, 
of  bis  corps,  and  keep  it  up,  moving  the  former  to  the  support  of  the  lat- 
ter. McFherson  was  ordered  forward  at  5.46  a.  u.,  to  join  McClemand, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilson,  of  my  staff,  was  sent  forward  to  com- 
municate the  mformation  received,  and  with  verbal  instructions  lo  Mo- 
Clernand  as  to  the  disposition  of  his  forces.  At  an  early  hour  I  left  for 
the  advance,  and  on  arriving  at  the  crossing  of  tim  Vicksburg  and  Jack- 
son Railroad  with  the  road  from  Raymond  to  Bolton,  I  found  McPher- 
Bon's  advance  and  his  Pioneer  Corps  engaged  in  rebuildii^  a  bridge  on 
the  former  road  that  had  been  destroyed  by  the  cavalry  of  Osterhaus'a 
Division  that  had  gone  into  Bolton  the  night  belbre.  The  train  of 
llovey's  Division  was  at  a  halt,  and  blocked  up  the  road  from  further 
advance  on  the  Vicksburg  road.  I  ordered  all  quartermasters  and  wa- 
goomasters  to  draw  their  teams  to  one  side  and  make  room  for  the  pas- 
sage of  troops.  McPherson  was  brought  np  by  this  road.  Passing  to 
the  front,  he  found  Hovey'a  Division  of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  at  a 
halt,  with  our  skirmisher^  and  the  enemy's  pickets  near  each  other. 
Hovey  waa  bringing  Iiis  troops  into  line,  ready  for  battle,  and  could 
have  brought  on  an  engagement  at  any  moment.  The  enemy  had  taken  up 
a  very  strong  position  on  a  tiarrow  ridge,  his  left  wing  resting  on  a  height 
where  the  road  makes  a  sharp  turn  to  the  loft  approaching  Vicksburg. 
The'  top  of  the  ridge  and  the  precipitous  hillside  to  the  left  of  the  road 
are  covered  by  a  dense  forest  and  undergrowth.  To  tlie  right  of  the 
road  the  timber  extends  a  short  distance  down  the  hill,  and  then  opens 
into  cultivated  fields  on  a  gentle  slope  and  into  a  valley  extending  for  a 
considerable  distance.  On  llie  road  and  into  the  wooded  ravine  and  hill- 
Bide  Hovey's  Division  waa  disposed  for  the  attack.  ^  McPherson's  two 
divisions — all  of  his  corps  wjlji  him  on  the  march  from  Milliken'a  Bend 
(until  Ransom's  Brigade  arrived  that  day  after  the  battle) — were  thrown 
to  the  right  of  the  road,  properly  speaking  to  the  enemy's  rear.  But  I 
would  not  permit  an  attack  to  be  commenced  by  our  troops  until  I  could 
hear  from  UoClernand,  who  was  advancing  with  four  divisione,  two  of 
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them  on  a  road  Intersecting  tbe  Jacksou  road  about  one  mile  from  where 
the  troops  above  described  wera  pluced,  and  about  the  oentre  of  llie 
enemy's  line ;  the  other  two  ditisioM  on  fl  road  still  north  and  nearlj 
the  aamo  distance  off. 

I  soon  heard  from  MoCIerDand,  through  members  of  his  staff  and  my 
own,  whom  I  had  sent  to  him  early  in  the  morning,  and  found  that  by 
the  nearest  practicable  route  of  communication  he  was  two  and  a  hxJf 
miles  distant.  I  sent  aeveral  Biiccesaiye  messages  to  him  to  push  for- 
ward with  all  rapidity.  There  had  been  continuous  firing  between  Ho- 
vey's  skirmiflhers  and  the  rebel  advance,  which,  byeleven  o'clock,  grew 
into  a  battle.  For  some  time  this  division  bore  the  brunt  of  the  conflict ; 
but,  finding  the  enemy  too  strong  for  them,  at  the  instance  of  Hovey  I 
directed  first  one  and  then  a  second  brigade  from  Crocket'a  Division  to 
re-enforce  liim.  All  this  time  Logan's  Division  was  working  apon  the 
enemy's  left  and  rear,  and  weakened  liis  front  attack  moat  wonderfully. 
The  troops  here  opposing  ns  eyidcntly  far  outnumbered  oocs.  Es^ect- 
ing  McCIemand  momentarily  with  four  divisions,  including  Blair's,  I 
never  felt  a  doubt  of  the  result.  He  did  not  arrive,  however,  until  the 
enemy  had  been  driven  from  the  field,  after  a  terrible  contest  of  hours, 
with  a  heavy  loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  a  number  rf 
piecus  of  artillery.  It  was  found  afWrward  tliat  the  Vicksbui^  road, 
after  following  the  rii%e  in  a  southerly  direction  for  about  one  mile,  and 
to  where  it  intersected  one  of  the  Baymond  roads,  turns  almost  to  the 
west,  down  the  hill  and  across  the  vaJley  in  whicll  Logan  was  operating 
on  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  One  brigade  of  Logan's  Division  had,  uooon- 
Boious  of  this  important  fact,  penetrated  nearly  to  this  road,  and  com- 
pelled the  enemy  to  retreat  to  prevent  capture.  As  it  was,  much  of  his 
artillery  and  Loring's  Division  of  his  army  was  cut  off  besides  the  pris- 
oners captured.  On  the  caill  of  Hovey  for  more  re-enforcements,  just 
before  the  rout  of  the  enemy  commenced,  I  ordered  McPherson  to  move 
what  troops  he  could  by  a  left  flank  around  to  the  enemy's  front.  Logan 
rode  up  at  this  time  and  told  me  that  if  Hovey  could  make  another  dash 
at  the  enemy,  he  could  come  np  from  where  he  then  was,  and  capture  the 
greater  part  of  their  force.  I  immediately  rode  forward,  and  found  the 
troops  that  had  been  so  gallantly  engaged  for  so  many  hours,  withdrawn 
from  their  advanced  position,  and  were  filling  their  cartridge-holes.  I 
directed  tJiem  lo  use  tCl  dispatch,  and  push  forward  as  soon  as  posM- 
ble,  eiplajning  to  them  the  position  of  Logan's  Division.  Proceeding 
Btiil  further  forward,  expecting  every  moment  to  see  the  enemy,  and 
reaching  what  had  been  his  line,  I  found  he  was  retreating.  Arriving 
at  the  Kaymond  road,  I  saw  to  my  left  and  on  the  neit  ridge  a  column 
of  troops,  which  proved  to  be  Carr's  Division  and  MoClernand  with  it  ia 
person ;  and  to  the  left  of  Carr,  Osterhaus's  Division  soon  afterward  ap- 
peared, with  his  skirmishers  well  in  advance.  I  sent  word  to  Osterhaua 
that  the  enemy  was  in  full  retreat,  and  to  push  up  with  all  hasle.  The 
situation  was  soon  eiplained,  after  which  I  ordered  Carr  to  pursue  with 
all  speed  to  Black  Siver,  and  cross  it  if  he  could,  and  lo  Osterhaus  to 
follow.  Some  of  MoPherson's  troops  had  already  got  into  the  road  in 
advance ;  but  having  marched  and  engaged  the  enemy  all  day,  thay 
were  fatigued,  and  gave  the  raad  to  Carr,  who  oontinued  the  puriuit 
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until  after  dark,  capturing'  a  trmo  of  cars  loaded  with  commissary  and 
ordnance  Htorea  and  other  property. 

The  delay  in  the  advancB  of  the  troops  immediately  with  McClarnand 
was  eauaed,  no  doubt,  by  the  enemy  presenting  a  front  of  artillery  and 
infantry  where  it  was  impossibie,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the 
density  of  the  forest,  to  disoover  his  numbers.  As  it  was,  the  battle  of 
Champion'a  Hill,  or  Baiter's  Creek,  was  fought  mainly  by  Hovey'a  DiTi- 
sion  of  MeClemand'a  Corps  and  Logan's  and  Quimby's  Divisions  (the  latter 
commanded  by  Brigadier-General  M.  M.  Crocker)  of  UcPharson's  Corps 

Sansom'a  brigade,  of  McHieraon'a  Corps,  came  on  to  the  field  where 
the  main  batUe  had  been  fought,  immediately  after  the  enemy  had  be- 

Wotd  was  sent  to  Sherman,  at  Bolton,  of  the  result  of  ihe  day's  en- 
gagement, with  directions  to  turn  his  corps  towards  Bridgepjrt,  and  to 
Blair  to  join  him  at  this  latter  place. 

At  daylight  on  the  17th  the  pursuit  was  renewed,  with  McClemand's 
Corps  in  the  advance.  The  enemy  was  found  strongly  posted  on  both 
sides  of  the  Black  Birer.  At  tbia  point  on  Black  Biver  the  bluS^  extend 
to  the  water's  edge  on  the  west  bank.  On  tlie  east  side  is  an  open,  cul- 
iivaled  bottom,  of  near  one  mile  in  width,  surrounded  by  a  bayou  of 
Btflgnant  water,  from  two  to  three  feet  in  depth,  and  from  ten  to  t\renty 
feet  in  width,  from  the  river  above  the  railroadk)  the  river  below.  Fol- 
lowing the  inside  line  of  this  bayou,  the  enemy  had  constructed  rifle- 
pits,  with  the  bayou  to  serve  as  a  ditch  on  the  outside  and  immediately 
In  front  of  thom.  Carr'a  Division  occupied  the  right  in  investing  this 
place,  andlawlor's  Brigade  the  right  of  liia  division.  After  a  few  hours' 
skirmishing,  Lawler  discovered  that  by  moving  a  portion  of  his  brigade 
under  cover  of  the  river  bank,  he  could  get  a  position  from  which  that 
place  could  be  successfully  assaulted,  and  ordered  a  chai^  accordingly. 
Notwithstanding  the  level  ground  over  which  a  portion  of  his  troops 
bad  to  paaa  without  cover,  and  the  great  obstacle  of  the  ditch  in  the 
front  of  the  enemy's  works,  the  charge  was  gallantly  and  auooessfully 
made,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  entire  garrison,  with  seventeen  pieces  of 
artillery,  were  the  trophies  of  this  brilliant  and  daring  movement.  The 
enemy  on  the  weat  bank  of  the  river  immediately  set  flre  to  the  railroad 
bridge  and  retreated,  thna  cutting  o£f  all  chance  of  escape  for  any  por- 
tion of  hia  forces  remaining  on  the  east  bank. 

Sherman  by  this  time  had  reached  Bridgeport,  on  Black  Biver,  above. 
The  only  pontoon  train  with  the  espedition  waa  with  him.  By  the 
morning  of  the  18ili  he  had  crisaed  the  river,  and  was  ready  to  march 
on  Walnut  Hills.  McClemand  and  MoPheraon  built  floaljng  bridges 
during  the  night,  and  had  them  ready  for  crossing  their  commands  by 
eight  A.M.  of  the  18th. 

The  march  was  ooramenoed  by  Sherman  at  an  early  hour,  by  the 
Bridgeport  and  Vicksburg  road,  turning  to  the  right  when  within  three 
and  a  half  miloa  of  Vicksburfr,  to  get  possession  of  Walnut  Hills  and 
the  Taaoo  Kiver.  This  was  auccessfnlly  accomphshed  before  the  night 
of  the  18th,  McPherson  oroased  Black  Biver  above  the  Jackson  read, 
and  came  into  the  same  road  with  Sherman,  but  to  his  rear.  He  arrived 
after  nightfall  with  bis  advance  to  where  Sherman  turned  to  the  rights 
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McClemand  moved  by  tho  Jackson  and  Vicksburg  road  to  Mount  Al- 
bans, and  tliei'e  turned  to  the  left  to  get  into  Baldwin's  Ferry  road.  By 
this  diaposition  tho  three  army  corpa  coverad  all  tho  ground  their 
BtrCTigth  would  admit  of,  aJid  by  the  rooming  of  the  19th  the  investment 
of  Vickabui^  was  made  as  complete  as  could  be  by  the  forces  at  my 


During  the  day  there  was  continuous  Bkirmishing,  and  I  was  not  with- 
out hope  of  carrying  the  enemy's  works.  Eolying  upon  the  demorali- 
zation of  the  enemy,  in  consequence  of  repeated  defeats  outside  of 
TieksbuTg,  I  ordered  a  general  assault  at  two  P.  M.  on  this  day. 

The  Fifteenth  Army  Corpa,  from  having  arrived  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
works  in  time  on  the  18th  to  get  a  good  position,  were  enabled  to  maka 
a  vigorous  assault.  The  Thirteenth  and  Seventeenth  Corps  succeeded 
no  further  than  to  gain  advanced  positions,  covered  from  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  The  20th  and  2 1  St  were  spent  in  perfecting  communiealJonB 
with  our  supplies.  Most  of  the  troops  had  been  marciiing  and  fighting 
battles  for  twenty  days,  on  an  average  of  about  five  days'  rations,  drawn 
from  the  oommiasary  department.  Though  they  had  not  suffered  from 
short  rations  up  to  this  time,  the  want  of  bread  to  accompany  the  other 
rations  was  beginning  to  be  much  felt.  On  the  31st,  roy  arrangements 
for  drawing  supplies  of  every  description  being  complete,  I  determined  to 
make  another  effort  to  carry  Vicksburg  by  assault.  There  were  many  . 
reasons  to  del«rraine  me  to  adopt  this  eourso.  I  believed  an  assault 
from  the  position  gained  by  this  time  could  be  made  suooeBsfully.  It 
was  known  that  Johnston  was  at  Csntou  with  the  force  taiien  by  him 
from  Jackson,  re-enforced  by  other  troops  from  the  east,  and  that  more 
were  d^ly  reaching  him.  With  the  force  I  had,  a  short  time  roust  have 
enabled  him  to  attack  me  in  the  rear,  and  possibly  succeeded  in  raising 
the  siege.  Possession  of  Vicksbui^  at  that  time  would  have  enabled 
me  to  have  turned  npon  Johnston  and  driven  him  from  the  State,  and 
possess  myself  of  all  the  railroads  and  practical  military  highways,  thus 
effectually  securing  to  outaelves  all  territory  west  of  the  Tombigbee,, 
and  this  before  the  season  was  too  far  advanced  for  camptugning  in 
this  latitude.  It  would  have  saved  government  sending  large  re-enforce- 
ments, much  needed  elsewhere ;  and  finally,  the  troops  themselves  were 
impatient  to  possess  Vicksburg,  and  would  not  have  worked  in  the 
trenches  with  the  same  zeal,  believing  it  unnecessary,  that  they  did  after 
their  failure  to  carry  the  enemy's  works.  Accordingly,  on  Iho  2l3t, 
orders  were  Issued  for  a  general  assault  on  the  whole  line,  to  commence 
at  10  A.  M.  OH  ti.e  a2d,  AU  the  corps  commanders  set  their  time  by 
mine,  that  there  should  be  no  diflferenoe  between  6hem  in  movement  of 
assault.  Promptly  at  the  hour  designated,  the  three  army  oorpa  then 
in  front  of  the  enemy's  works  commenced  the  assault.  I  had  taken  a 
commanding  position  near  McPherson's  fronts  and  from  which  I  could 
see  all  tlie  advancing  columns  from  his  corpa,  and  a  part  of  each  of 
Sherman's  and  McClernand's.  A  portion  of  the  commands  of  each  suc- 
ceeded in  planting  their  flags  on  the  outer  Blo])ea  of  the  enemy's  bastions, 
and  maintained  thom  there  until  night.  Each  corpa  had  many  more 
men  i^han  could  possibly  be  used  in  the  assault,  over  such  ground  aa 
intervened  between  them  and  the  enemy.     More  men  could  only  avMl 
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in  case  of  breaking  ttrougii  tbe  eueraj's  line,  or  in  repelliug  a  aortie. 
Tho  aaaault  was  gallant  ia  the  eitreme  on  the  part  of  all  the  troops; 
but  the  enemy's  position  was  too  strong,  bolh  naturdly  and  artiflcially, 
to  be  taken  in  that  way.  At  eTery  point  assaulted,  and  at  all  of  Ihem  at 
the  same  tinie,  the  enemy  waa  able  to  show  all  Hie  force  Ma  works  could 
cover.  The  aaaault  failed,  I  regret  to  say,  with  much  iosa  on  our  side 
in  killed  and  woundeii,  hut  without  wealceiiing  the  confidence  of  the 
troops  in  their  obilily  to  ultimately  succeed. 

No  troops  succeeded  in  entering  any  of  the  enemy's  works  with  the 
exception  of  Sergeant  Griffith,  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  Iowa  Vol- 
nnleers,  and  some  eleven  privates  of  the  same  regiment.  Of  these  none 
returned,  except  the  sergeant  and  poaaibly  one  man.  The  work  entered 
by  him,  from  ita  position,  oould  give  us  no  practical  advantage,  unless 
others  to  the  right  and  left  of  it  were  carried  and  held  at  the  same  time. 

About  12  M.  I  received  a  dispatch  from  MoClemand  that  ho  was  hard 
pressed  at  several  points,  in  reply  to  which  I  directed  him  to  re-enforce  the 

flints  hard  pressed  from  such  troopa  as  he  had  that  WGre  not  engaged, 
then  rode  round  to  Sherman,  and  had  just  reached  there  when  I  re- 
ceived a  second  diapatch  from  McCternand  stating  positively  and  une- 
quivocally tliat  he  was  in  posseaaion  of  and  still  held  two  of  the  enemy's 
forta,  that  the  American  flag  then  waved  over  them,  and  asking  me  to 
have  Sherman  and  McPherson  make  a  diversion  in  his  favor.  This 
dispatch  1  showed  to  Sherman,  who  immediately  ordored  a  renewal  of 
ttie  assault  on  his  front.  I  also  sent  au  answer  to  Moaemand  directing 
him  to  order  up  McArthur  to  his  assistance,  and  started  immediately  to 
the  position  I  had  just  left  on  McPherson's  line  to  convey  to  him  the  in- 
formation from  McClernand  by  this  last  dispatch,  that  he  might  make 
the  divBrsiott  requested.  Before  reaching  McPherson  I  met  a  messenger 
with  a  third  dispatch  from  McClernand,  of  which  the  following  is  a 

HEAi>-Qt7.\RTaRS,  Thieteesth  Aeut  Corps,  | 

In  the  Fibld,  nbas  ViCKSBnRU,  Miss.,  May  22,  1863.  f 
Ge]|(eral: — We  have  gained  the  enemy's  mtrenchments  at  several 
points,  but  are  brought  to  a  Btand.    I  have  sent  word  to  McArthur  to 
re-enforce  me  if  he  can.    Would  it  not  be  beat  to  concentrate  the  whole 
or  a  part  of  his  command  on  this  point  7 

JOHH  A.  MoClernabd,  Major- Geam-al  Commanding. 
Major-General  U.  S.  Gbant. 

P.  S.^1  have  received  jour  dispatch.  My  troops  are  all  eng^ed, 
and  I  cannot  withdraw  any  to  re-enforce  others. 

McC. 

The  poaition  occupied  by  me  during  most  of  the  time  of  the  assault 
gave  me  a  better  opportunity  of  seeing  what  waa  going  on  in  front  of 
Uie  Thirteenth  Army  Corps  than  I  believed  it  poasLble  for  the  commander 
of  it  to  have.  I  could  not  see  his  possession  of  forts,  nor  nocesaity  for 
re-enforcemanta,  as  represented  in  his  dispatches,  up  to  the  time  I  left 
it,  which  was  between  twelve  il  and  one  p.  m.,  and  I  expressed  doubts 
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of  tLeir  correctness,  wbioh  doubts  tbs  facts  subsequently,  but  too  late, 
confirmed.  At  the  time  I  couldnot  disregard  his  reiterated  statements, 
for  they  might  possibly  be  true ;  and  that  no  possible  opportuni^  of 


son's  Corps  then  present  but  four  brigades,  to  report  to  McCJemand,  and 
notified  him  of  the  order.  I  showed  hia  dispatches  to  MoPhersoii,  ns  I 
Jiad  to  Slierman,  to  satisfy  him  of  the  necessity  of  an  active  diversion 
on  their  part  to  liold  as  much  force  in  their  froats  as  possible.  The 
diveraion  was  promptly  and  Tigorously  made,  and  resulted  in  the  in- 
.■^easo  of  our  mortality  list  full  fifty  per  cent,  without  advancing  our 
position  or  giving  lis  other  advantages.  ■ 

About  half-past  three  P.  M.  I  received  McClernand's  fourth  dispatch, 
as  follows: 

HEAD-QutaTEES,  Thirteekth  Aaiir  Corps,  I 

Man  22,  1863.  y 
Qbnbbal: — I  have  received  your  dispatch  in  regard  to  General 
Quimbj's  Division  and  General  MoArtliur's  Division.  As  soon  aa  they 
arrive  I  will  press  the  enemy  with  all  possible  speed,  and  doubt  not  I 
will  force  my  way  Ihrough.  I  have  lost  no  ground.  My  men  are  in 
two  of  the  enemy's  forts,  but  they  are  commanded  by  rifle-pits  in  the 
rear.  Several  prisoners  have  been  taken,  who  intimate  liilit  the  rear  is 
strong.     At  tins  moment  I  am  bard  pressed. 

JoHS  A.  McClebnand,  Major-Generai  Commattdrng, 
Major-Gene  ral  U.  S.  Gbast,  Department  of  the  Tennessee. 

The  assault  of  this  day  proved  the  quality  of  the  soldiers  of  this  army. 
"Without  entire  success,  and  with  a  heavy  loss,  there  was  no  murmuring 
or  complaining,  no  felling  back,  nor  other  evidence  of  demoralization. 

After  the  failure  of  the-  22d,  I  determined  upon  a  regular  aiego. 
The  troops,  now  being  fully  awake  to  the  necessity  of  this,  worked  dil- 
igently and  cheerfully.  The  work  progressed  rapidly  and  satisfnctorily 
until  the  3d  of  July,  when  all  waa  about  ready  for  a  final  assault. 

There  was  a  great  scarcity  of  engineer  officers  in  tie  beginning,  but 
under  the  skilful  Buperintendenee  of  Captain  ¥,  E.  Prime,  of  the  Engi- 
neer Corps,  Lieutenant-Cclonel  Wilson,  of  my  staff,  and  Captain  C.  B. 
Comstock,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  who  joined  this  command  during  the 
eiege,  nach  practical  eipericnce  was  gained  as  would  enable  any  divi- 
sion of  tliia  army  hereafter  to  conduct  a  siege  witli  considerable  skM  in 
the  absence  of  regular  engineer  officers. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  of  July  a  letter  was  received  from  Lieut.- 
General  Pemberton,  commanding  the  Confederate  forces  at  Vicksburg, 
proposinganarmisticeand  the  appointmentof  commissioners  to  ari'sngo 
terms  for  the  capitulation  of  the  place.  The  correspondence,  copies  of 
which  are  herewith  transmitted,  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  the  city  and 
garrison  of  Tiokaburg  at  10  o'dock  A.  M.,  July  i,  1863,  on  the  folloiving 
terms;  The  entire  garrison,  officers  and  men,  were  to  be  paroled,  not 
to  take  up  arms  against  tie  United  States  until  eiohanged  by  the  prop- 
er authorities ;  officers  and  men  each  to  be  furnished  wiUi  a  parole 
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signed  by  himself;  otEcers  to  ba  allowed  their  side  arma  and  private 
baggie,  Biidthefleld,  staff,  and  cavalry  oQictrsone  horsaeaelii  the  rank 
and  file  to  be  allowed  all  their  clothiog,  but  no  other  p  roperty ;  rations 
from  their  own  Btorea  sufficient  to  last  them  beyond  our  lines ;  the  no- 
ceBsary  oookii^  atensils  for  preparing  their  food,  and  thirty  wagons  to 
transport  Buch  articlceas  could  not  well  be  carried.  These  terras  I  re- 
gard more  lavorable  to  the  government  Hian  an  unconditional  surrender. 
It  saved  u9  the  transportation  ol'  them  North,  which  at  that  time  would 
have  been  very  difficult,  owing  to  the  limited  amount  of  river  transporta- 
tion on  hand,  and  tlie  expense  of  Bubsiatiag  them.  It  left  our  army  free 
to  operate  agamst  Johnston,  who  was  threatening  us  from  the  direc- 
tion of  Jackson,  and  our  river  transportation  to  be  used  for  the  move- 
ment of  troops  to  any  point  the  eiigenoy  of  tiie  service  might  require. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state  here,  in  order  that  the  correspondence  may 
be  fully  understood,  that  after  my  answer  to  General  Pemberton's  letter 
of  the  morning  of  the  3d,  we  had  a  personal  interview  on  the  subject 
of  tho  capitulation. 

The  particulars  and  incidents  of  the  siege  will  be  contained  in  the 
reports  of  division  ajui  corps  commanders,  which  will  be  forwarded  as 
Boon  as  reowved. 

I  brought  forward,  during  tho  siege,  in  addition  to  Lauman's  Division 
and  four  regimeota  previouSy  ordered  from  Memphis,  Smith's  and  Kim- 
ball's DivisiooB,  of  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps,  and  assigned  Major-General 
C.  0.  Washburne  to  command  of  same.  On  the  llifi  of  June,  Major- 
General  F.  J,  Herron's  Division  fVom  the  Department  of  the  Missouri 
arriTed,  and  on  the  14th  two  Divisioaa  of  the  Nmth  Army  Corps,  Uajor- 
Gcner^  J.  G.  Parke  commauding,  arrived.  This  increase  in  my  force 
enabled  me  to  make  the  investment  most  complete,  and  at  the  same 
time  left  me  a  large  reserve  to  watch  the  movements  of  Johnston. 
Herron's  Division  was  put  into  position  on  the  eitreijie  left,  south  of  the 
city,  and  Lauman's  Division  was  placed  between  Ilevron  and  McClernand. 
Smith's  and  Kunball's  Divi^ons  and  Parke's  Corps  were  sent  to  Haines's 
Bluff.  This  place  I  had  fortifled  to  the  land  side,  and  every  preparation 
made  to  resist  a  heavy  force.  Johnston  crossed  Big  Black  River  with  a 
portion  of  his  force,  and  every  thing  indicated  that  he  would  make  an 
attack  about  the  25th  of  June.  Our  position  in  front  of  Vicksburg  hav- 
ing been  made  as  strong  against  a  sortie  from  the  enemy  aa  hia  works 
were  against  an  assault,  I  placed  Major-Goneral  Sherman  in  command 
of  all  the  troops  designated  to  look  after  Johnston.  The  force  intended 
t«  operate  against  Johnston  m  addition  to  that  at  Haines's  Bluff,  was 
one  division  from  each  of  the  Thirteenth  Fifteenth,  and  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  and  Lauman  s  Division  Johniton,  however,  not  attacking, 
I  determined  to  attack  him  the  moment  Vicksbutg  was  in  our  posses- 
sion, and  accordingly  notiDed  Sherman  that  I  ^ould  again  make  an 
assault  on  Vicksbui^  at  dayhtht  of  the  Bth,  and  for  hiio  to  have  up 
supplies  of  all  descriptions  ready  to  moie  upon  receipt  of  orders  if 
the  assault  should  prove  a  auccets  His  preparations  were  immediately 
made,  and  when  the  place  surrendered  on  tlie  4lh,  two  days  earlier  than 
I  had  filed  for  the  attack,  Sherman  was  found  ready,  and  moved  at 
oaoe  with  a  force  increased  by  lie  remainder  of  both  the  Thirteflntb 
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and  Firteenth  Army  Corps,  and  ia  at  present  iiiTegting  Jackson,  wliere 
Johnston  has  made  a  staad. 

Ig  the  march  from  Bniinsbuls'  to  Vicksburg,  covering  a  porio3  of 
twenty  days,  before  supplies  could  be  obtained  from  government  stores, 
only  five  days'  rationa  ivere  issued,  and  three  days'  of  these  were  tal:en 
ia  haversacks  at  the  start,  and  were  soon  exhausted.  All  otlier  subsistence 
wa3  obtained  from  the  country  through  which  we  passed.  The  march  was 
commenced  without  wagons,  except  such  as  could  be  picked  up  through 
the  country.  The  country  was  abundantly  supplied  with  corn,  bacon, 
beef,  and  mutton.  The  troops  enjoyed  eicellent  health,  anii  no  army 
ever  appeared  in  better  spirit  or  felt  more  conBdent  of  success. 

In  accordance  with  previous  instructions,  Major-GJeneral  S.  A.  Hurl- 
but  startfid  Colonel  (now  Brigadier-General)  B.  H.  Grieraon  wiQi  a  cav- 
alry force  from  La  Grauge,  Tennessee,  to  make  a  raid  through  the  central 
portion  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  destroy  railroads  aud  other  publio 
property,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  diversion  in  fhvor  of  the  army 
moviugto  theattackon  Viekshurg.  On  Hie  nth  of  April  this  expedi- 
tion started,  and  arrived  at  Baton  Rouge  on  the  Sd  of  May,  having  suc- 
cessfully traversed  the  whole  State  of  Mississippi.  This  expedition  was 
skilfully  conducted,  and  refleids  great  credit  on  Colonel  Griersoa  and  all 
of  his  command.  The  notice  given  this  r^d  by  the  Southern  press  con- 
firms our  estimate  of  its  importance.  It  has  lieen  one  of  the  most  bril- 
liant cavalry  exploits  of  the  war,  and  will  be  handed  down  in  history  as 
an  example  to  be  imitated.  Colonel  Grierson's  report  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  an  expression  of  thankfulness  for 
my  good  fortune  in  being  placed  in  co-operation  with  an  officer  of  the 
navy  who  accords  to  every  move  (hat  seems  for  the  interest  and  success 
of  our  arms  his  hearty  and  energetic  support.  Admiral  Porter,  and  the 
very  etScient  officers  under  him,  have  ever  shown  their  greatest  readi- 
ness in  their  co-operation,  no  matter  what  was  to  be  done  of  what  risk 
to  be  taken,  either  by  Uielr  men  or  their  vessels.  Without  this  prompt 
and  cardial  support,  my  movements  would  have  been  much  embar- 
rassed, if  not  wholly  defeated. 

Captain  J.  U.  Shirk,  commanding  the  Tusciunbia,  was  especially 
active  and  deserving  of  the  highest  commendation  for  his  personal 
attendon  t«  the  repairing  of  the  damage  done  our  transports  by  the 
Ticksburg  batteries. 

The  result  of  this  campaign  has  been  the  defeat  of  the  enemy 
in  five  battles  outside  of  Vicksburg:  the  occupation  of  Jackson,  the 
capital  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  the  capture  of  Ticksburg  and  its 
garrison  and  munitions  of  war;  a  loss  to  tiie  enemy  of  thirty-seven 
thousand  (37,000)  prisoners,  among  whom  werelfteen  general  officers; 
at  least  ten  thousand  killed  and  wounded,  and  among  the  killed  Gen- 
erals Tracy,  Tilghman,  and  Green,  and  hundreds  and  perhaps  thousands 
of  stragglers  who  can  never  be  collected  and  reorganized.  Arms  and 
munitioQS  of  war  for  an  army  of  siity  thousand  men  have  fallen  into 
our  hands,  besides  a  large  amount  of  other  public  property,  consisting 
of  railroads,  locomotives,  cars,  steamboats,  cotton,  &c.,  anii  much  waa 
destroyed  to  prevent  our  capturing  it. 
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of  battles  taay  be  summed  up  aa  follows' 

EiRed.      Wtunded.     Missing, 


Port  Gibson __ 

Fourteen-Mile  Creek  (skirmiah) 4  24  

Raymond BS  341  32 

Jackson 40  240  6 

Champion's  Hill 429         1^843  189 

Big  Black  Tailroaii  bridge 29  242  2 

Ticksburg 545         3,683  303 

Of  the  wounded  many  were  but  slightly  wounded,  and  contitiued  on 
duty  ;  many  more  required  but  a  few  days  or  weeks  for  their  recovery. 
Not  more  than  one-half  of  Uie  wounded  were  permanently  diaableS. 

My  personal  stafi^  and  chiefs  of  departmenta  have  in  all  caaes  ren- 
dered prompt  and  efficient  service. 

In  all  former  reports  I  have  felled  to  malte  mention  of  Company  A, 
Fourth  Regiment  Illinois  Cavalry  Volunteers,  Captain  8.  D.  Osband 
commandit^.  This  company  has  been  on  duty  witli  me  as  an  escort 
company  since  November,  18G1,  and  in  every  engagement  I  have  beeo 
in  since  that  time  rendered  valuable  service,  attracting  general  attention 
for  their  exemplary  conduct,  soldierly  bearing,  and  promptness.  It 
would  not  be  overslaling  the  merits  of  this  company  to  say  that  many 
of  tliem  would  fill  with  credit  any  position  in  a  cavalry  regiment. 

For  the  brilliant  achievements  recounted  in  tliis  report  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  their  comrades  of  the  SinthArmy  Corps,  Herron's  Divi- 
sion of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  and  the  navy  co-operating, with  them, 
deserve  the  highest  honors  their  country  can  award. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonei,  very  respecl^ully,  your  obedient 
servant,  U".  S.  Grant, 

Major- General  W,  S.  A.  Commanding 

ColonelJ.  C.  Kblton,  A.  A.-G.  ■Washington,  D.  C. 
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